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PREFACE... 





ry 


The following “ History of Dayton” is the result of the combined labors of several 
individuals, all of them. but one, residents of the city, and for, this reason presumably 
possessed of peculiar qualitications and facilities for such work. The individuals referred 
to as resident authors of different portions of the History, are Mr. Robert W. Steele, Hon. 
George W. Houk, Mr. H. H. Weakley, Mr. H. E. Parrott, E. L. Shuey, A. M., W. A. Shuey, 
A. M., and Mrs. John H. Winters. None of these individuals need introduction to the 
subscribers to this work. They have for many years been well and favorably known to 
the people of Dayton. . 

: No one who has had experience in the compilation of local history will be disappointed 
if errors, if indeed numerous errors, should be found in the foliowine pages by the critics: 
for it is universally conceded that it is impossibie for a mere human being to avoid error. 
It has been the aim of all concerned in the compilation and composition of the History to 
assume the true attitude toward error, which is to avoid it so far as is practicable, and 
to correct errors made so soon as discovered. Yet, notwithstanding all the eare that has 
been used, there were mistakes mede which were not discovered until too late to make 
the corrections in the text, as the small table of “Errata,” at the close of the volume 
shows. It is hoped, however, that while this table is evidence of inability to entirely 
eliminate errors from the text of the work, it will at the same time be considered evidence 
of correct intentions. 

Robert W. Steele, mentioned above as one of the authors of the History, than whom 
no one better qualified to perform the task could have been secured, wrote the first part 
of the work up to page 192. Commencing again with the chapter on education, on page 
217, Mr. Steele wrote the portion of the educational history, inch ding the history of the 
Public Library, closing with the first paragraph on page 253, and also the chapter on 
the cemeteries, a total amount of two hundred and twenty-eight pages. That this portion 

f the work has been conscientiously and well pertormed, will, it is confidently predicted, 
be evident upon its perusal. 

Hon. George W. Houk, long one of the able and distinguishec members of the Dayton 
Bar, wrote Chapter XIX, on the Bench and Bar. Mr. Houk’s well known intellectual and 
literary ability and accomplishments, and his high, keen and accurate sense of justice, 
were from the first a sufficient guaranty that this portion of the work; so difficult to 
write, as are all such chapters, containing distinctions and discriminations so necessary 
to be made, which are so liable to be looked upon as invidious, when nothing was further 
from the intention of the writer, would be ably, gracefully, and conscientiously written. 
And as in the case of Mr. Steele, it is believed that a perusal of the chapter will not 
disappoint these just expectations. 

Mr. H. H. Weakley, an experienced insurance officer, wrote the chapter on Insurance, 
which will be found of especial interest to those engaged in that line of business, and 
generally to all. Mr. H. E. Parrott wrote the chapter on Municipal Affairs, with the 
exception of that portion deveted to the Water Works. 
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PREFACE. 








-W. A. Shuey, A. M., wrote that portion of the chapter on Church History, commenc- 
ing with the Dayton Ministerial Association, on page 633, and extending to the Young 
Men’s Christian Association on page 636, besides furnishing much miscellaneous matter, 
notably in connection with the chapter on Literature, Music, and Art. and also with the 
history of the United Brethren Pubhshing House, on page 457, besides devoting many 
days of earnest, careful, and gratuitous labor to the work in many ways. 

E. L. Shuey, A. M., wrote the history of the Young Men’s Christian Association, com- 
mencing on page 636 and closing near the middle of page 640, and Mrs. John H. Winters 
wrote the history of the Woman's Christian Association, commencing on page 640 and 
closing on page 642. 

Mr. J. Wooldridge, of Hudson, Ohio, who has had eight years’ continuous experience 
in writing city, county, and State histories, wrote the remainder of the work, including 
the biographical chapter, with the exception of the biographies of E. Fowler Stoddard 
and Edmond S. Young, both of which were written by Mr. George W. Houk. 

The sourees of information consulted in the preparation of this volume, are suffi- 
ciently alluded to by Robert W. Steele on page 9 in a foot note, but it is only just to say 
that of the persons, citizens of Dayton, and others, who have furnished information and 
facilities to the various writers in a thousand ways, and without which information 
and facilities it would have been out of the power of even the most capable and diligent 
of compilers and authors to have completed this work, none have shown more patience and 
courtesy than Miss Minta I. Dryden, Librarian of the Dayton Pubhe Library, and her 
efficient assistants, Miss Electra C. Doren, Miss Minnie Althoff, and Edward Koch. 

The excellent paper upon which this book is printed was manufactured especially for 
the purpose by W. P. Levis, one of the leading paper manufacturers of Dayton, and the 
imprint of the United Brethren Publishing House on the title page, is a sufficient guar- 
anty, even if there were no other, of the excellency of the mechanical execution of the 
entire book. é 

HARVEY W..CREW, : 
PROPRIETOR AND ManaGinGc PUBLISHER. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Indian History—Mound Builders—Dayton EKarthworks—French and Knglish Claim the Chio 
Valley—Indian.- Titles Ixtinguished—Ohio One of the Greatest of the Indian Battle- 
fields—Indian Trails—Dayton in the Indian Hunting Grownd—Wild Animals and 
Birds—The Twightwee or Miami Villages—Shawnee Towns-—Pickaway Piains—The 
Miamis Head of a Confederacy—Gist Visits the Miamis in 1751—Visits the Shawnees— 
Obio Land Compsany—Ceicron de Bienville Claims the Ohio Valley for the French 
—Ascends the Big Miami—The French Destroy Pickawillany—French Build Posts at 
Erie and Venango—Fort Duquesne--English do not Assist the Indians—The Miamis 
Allies of the French in 1763—Ths English Destroy the Miami Villages—Miamis 
Remove to Fort Wayne—France Cedes the! Northwest to England—Pontiac’s War— 
Captain Bullitt Visits Chillicothe in 1773—Lord Dunmore’s War—Daniel Boone a 
Captive at Chillicothe—Colonel Bowman’s Jixpedition from Wentucky Against 
Chillicothe—Byrd’s Force of British and Indians Invade Kentucky—Rogers Clarke’s 
Expedition to Ohio— Four Thousand Shawnees Rendered Homeless-—Broadhead Defeats 
the Delawares—Crawford’s Expedition—-Clarke’s Second Expedition—-Skirmish on 
Site of Dayton-—Logan’s Campaign in 1786-—Second Skirmish on Site of Dayton— 
Gratitude Due to General Clarke—Symmes Visits Upper Miami Valley—Harmar’s 
Defeat—Scott and Wilkinson’s Raid—St. Clair’s Defeat—General Wayne’s Campaign— 
Treaty of Peaco---British Vacate Western Forts in 179¢—Tecumseh—Friendly Indians 
at Pique in 1812—Fidelity of Logan--Blaek Hoof—Tribes all Removed from Ohio ° 
before 1843, 7 


‘Hh vast and fertile region known as the Northwest Territory was 
‘b the home of a race of people of whom the origin and destiny is 
unknown, and the theories concerning whom, at the most, can only be 
called conjecture. The Indians who occupied that portion of the territory 
now known as Ohio, when it was first visited by the whites, manifested 
no curiosity concerning the history of this people, and had no traditions 


a 





Notre.—In the preparation of the part of the History or Dayron (from the beginning down to 1840, 
inclusive) assigned to me, indebtedness is acknowledged to the ‘* History of Dayton,” by M. E. Curwen, and to 
that part of the ‘ History of Montyomery County” reiating to Dayton, written by Ashley Brown. Use has been 
made of manuscript letters and papers, particularly of the manuscript journal of Benjamin Van Cleve, kindly 
loaned to me by his great-grandson, R. Fay Dover. ‘The volumes of Dayton newspapers from 1808 to 1841, in 
the Public Library, have been thoroughly searched, and a large part of the information embodied in the history 
obtained from them. The following authorities have been consulted: Bancroft’s ‘‘ History of the United 
States,” J. P. McLean’s ‘Mound Builders,” “The American Pioneer Magazine,” Howe's ‘Ohio Historical 
Collections,” Prof. Orton’s ‘* Report on the Geology of Montgomery County,” Black’s ‘Story of Ohio,” and 
King’s “* History of Ohio.” 

1 am also under the greatest obligations to my daughter, Mary D, Steele, for invaluable assistance. 
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in regard to them. They were called Mound Builders, because of the 
numerous mounds found in different parts of the country, but principally 
along the river valleys. Many of the mounds lave been excavated, but 
no articles have been found that indicate a ligh degree of civilization, 
and it may be that their builders were not very different from the Indians 
and had been driven from their homes by more powerful tribes who 
invaded the country. The earthworks built by them were of two kinds— 
mounds and enclosures. The mounds were located at points commanding 
a wide view of the surrounding country, and it is supposed were used for 
purposes of observation or burial. The enclosures, many of which were 
of great extent, may have been intended for defense, or for places of 
worship. There are more than ten thousand of these carthworks in 
Ohio, and, in addition to many smaller ones, three of considerable size 
in Montgomery County—an enclosure on a commanding bluff in Twin 
Creek valley, two miles south of Germantown; a large mound near 
Miamisburg, and an enclosure now included in Calvary Cemetery, just 
south of Dayton. J. P. McLean, in his work “The Mound Builders,” 
thus describes the latter two: “The great mound at Miamisburg has 
been assigned to the class rile d mounds of observation. It is situated 
on a high hill just east of the Great Miami River, and has a commanding 
view of the broad valley of the river. It is sixty-eight feet in perpendie- 
ular height, and eight hundred and fifty-two in circumference at its base, 
and contains three hundred and eleven thousand three hundred ana 
fifty-three cubic feet.” “South of Dayton on a hill one hundred and sixty 
feet high is a fort, enclosing twenty-four acres. The gateway on the 
south is covered in the interior by a ditch twenty feet wide and seven 
hundred feet long. On the northern lne of embankment is a small 
mound, from the top of which a full view of the country for a long 
distance up and down the river may be obtained.” 

When the first white men penetrated the forests that covered the 
Ohio valley, the country was Inhabited by various tribes of Indians. But 
while the Indians were the possessors of the land, the ownership of it was 
claimed by three great nations, France, England, and Spain. Spain. was 
content to have her claim settled on other battle-fields, but France and 


Kngland entered into a fierce contest for possession within the territory 


itself. | 

The French asserted that the discovery of the Ohio in 1669 by their 
countryman, La Salle, gave the valley watered by the river and its 
tributaries to France; but the Kuglish resisted the pretensions of the 
French, and insisted that the discovery and oceypation of the Atlantic 
coast gave them possession of the continent, and that before the French 
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began their explorations, the lands granted by Great Britain to colonists 
were described as stretching from sea to sea. The Hnglish, however, 
took the precaution of strengthening their title by Indian treaties and 
purchases of lands, for which they received legally executed deeds. By 
the treaty with the Iroquois or Six Nations in 1684, it was claimed that 
the country of the Indians beyond the mountains, of which the powerful 
Eastern Confederacy was regarded as the conqueror and ruler, became 
subject to the English. The protests of the western Indians, who declared 
that they were not subject to the Iroquois, were not heeded, but modern 
research scems to prove that the Six Nations ceded lands over which 
they had no authority. 

Tn..0701, a, -treaty oF peace was signed between the French and 
Iroquois, which enabled France to keep the mastery of the Great Lakes, 
though England shared he trade with the western Indians. The Iroquois 
wished to be regarded as neutrals in the strife between the two European 
nations, and asserted their independence of both. In 1726 the English 
made a new Indian treaty, which they explained as confirming the grant 
of land made in 1684 and renewed, as they claimed, in 1701. ue 1744, at 
Lancaster, the English made another treaty with the Iroquois, purchasing 
from them for about four hundred pounds the Ohio basin, and also 
protection for their northern frontier. This treaty was confirmed at 
Logstown im 1752, but French and Indian hostilities prevented them from 
enforcing their title. The Revolutionary War intervened, and at its 
close, Great Britain, in 1783, by the treaty of Versailles, which secured 
the independence of the United States, relinquished her claim to the 
possession of the Ohio valley. In 1784 the title of Virginia to the 
territory northw est of the Ohio, which she claimed by purchase from 
the Indians, was ceded to the United States. By treaties between the 
United States and the Six Nations at Fort Stanwix ‘in 1784, and the 
W yandots, Chippewas, Delawares, and Ottawas at Fort McIntosh in 1785, 
the Indian title to a great part of the Ohio valley was extinguished and 
the boundaries of their reservations fixed. 

_ From an early period the country which now forms the State of Ohio 
was one of the greatest of the Indian battlefields. During many years 
annually up and down the Ohio and its larger tributaries silently glided 
the canoes of the terrible Northern Confederacy of the Six Nations, 
bringing captivity or death to numbers of the inhabitants and destruction 
to their property. Reaching a convenient landing, the invaders, par 
their fleet with a sufficient guard, made expeditions against villages in 
the interior. 

When Indian warriors traveled ‘by land, they followed one of two 
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trails 
Miami. The trail east of the Little Miami led from the Macachack and 
the Piqua towns, on Mad River, and Chillicothe, near Nenia, to the Ohio. 
The otber trail Jed from the portage, at Laramie (though also branching 
from there to the villages north and west), past the Piqua towns, on the 
Great Miami, through Greenville and Fort Jeflerson, east of Haton and 
west of Hamilton to the Ohio below the mouth of the Great Miami. 
From the trails, over which passed for generations the moccasined feet 
of countless bands of Indian braves, resplendent in war-paint and 
feathers, arrows and other relics of the red man used often to be picked 
up, and even now are sometimes found. The hunting grounds between 
the trails furnished war parties as well as villages with food, and when 
the braves were on the war-path, hunters were always sent into this 
preserve to collect game and fish. , 

Long before the Miami valley was visited by white men, the country 
between the Great and Little Miami rivers, and bounded on the south by 
‘the Ohio and on the north by Mad River, was used only as a hunting 
ground. No Indians have lived on this land since 1700. Probably for a 
century before Dayton was laid out, no wigwam was built on the site 
selected by the original proprietors. The town lay just within this 
immense game preserve, and was, previous to the invasion of the whites, 
the home of buffaloes, elks, deer, bears, wild cats, wolves, panthers, foxes, 
and all the animals and birds of the temperate zone, which Hterally 
swarmed in the forests. 

Before the middle of the eighteenth century, villages were built on 
the outer river banks west of the Great Miami and east of the Little 
Miami, Care was taken to select sites above the danger of floods, though 
in positions where the villagers could easily land from their canoes, where 
the squaws could, without difficulty, have access to the water, and which 
were free from timber. Round the villages spread hundreds of acres of 
land, cultivated by the squaws. Trom these fertile bottom lands they 
annually gathered an abundant harvest of Indian corn, beans, pumpkins, 
and tobacco. Junters, trappers, and fishermen furnished them with 
plenty of animal food, and with skins to exchange for powder, lead, 
blankets, and other necessaries. | 

The Indian towns, as we have said, lay outside of the hunting 
grounds. West of the Great Miami and near the present town of Piqua 
were situated, till 1763, the Miami or Twightwee villages. After the Miamis 
left Ohio, the Shawnees occupied their old home, calling their town Upper 
Piqua. About sixteen miles from where Siduey now stands was_ the 
Laramie settlement. At the head-waters of Mad River, Logan County, 
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were the Macachack towns. Chillicothe, near Xenia, and Piqua, near 
Springfield, were important villages. <All but the Twightwee villages were 
the homes of Shawnees. Aiong the most important of their settlements 
were Old Chillicothe and Grenadier Squawtown, on the Pickaway Plains, 
three and a half miles south of Circleville. To this place a large number 
of the prisoners taken by the war parties were brought for safe-keeping, 
as its situation rendered escape difficult, and no enemy could, in the day- 
time, approach the villages unseen. From a high hill, called Black 
Mountain, the Indians commanded a wide and unintercepted view of the 
country for miles, as they yearly burned the forests and kept down the 
undergrowth. On the Pickaway Plains many a white captive “suffered 
to the death all the tortures that savage ingenuity could invent.” 

The Indians hving in the Miami valley, when the first white men 
visited it, were the Twightwee or Miami tribes. The word Miami is said 
to mean mother in the Ottawa language. ‘The Miamis belonged to the 
Algonquin family. , They came here from Michigan. ‘“‘My forefather, 
_said the Miami orator, Little Turtle, at Greenville, ‘kindled the first fire 
at Detroit; from thence he extended his lines to the head waters of Scioto; 
from thence to its mouth; from thence down the Ohio to the mouth of 
the Wabash; and from thence to Chicago and Lake Michigan. These 
are the boundaries within which the prints of my ancestor’s houses are 
everywhere to ‘be seen;’ and the early French narratives confirm his 
words.” ‘The Miamis were a people noted for intelligence and force of 
character, and were at the head of a powerful confederacy, which consisted 
- of the Miamis, Wyandots, Pottawatomies, Ottawas, and Shawnees. The 
Weas, Kel River Indians, Kickapoos, Munsees, and other Wabash tribes, 
and also the Delawares and Chippewas, often united with the Miamis 
against the Troquois. Still other tribes joined them when the wars against 
the whites began, as, for instance, the Seven Nations of Canada, the 
Indians of the Upper Lake tribes, and the Ilinois Indians. The Western 
Indian’ were long the allies of the French, whose assistance they needed 
against the Iroquois. | 

The principal Miami or Twightwee village was situated on the Great 
Miami, near Piqua, as already stated. Gist gave the following account of 
it, when he visited it in 1751: ‘This town is situated on the Big Miami, 
about one hundred and fifty miles from the mouth thereof. It consists 
of about four hundred families, and is daily increasing. It is accounted 
one of the strongest Indian towns upon this part of the continent. The 
Twightwees are a very numerous people, consisting of many different tribes 
under the same form of government. Each tribe has a particular chief, 
one of which is chosen indifferently out of any tribe to rule the whole 
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nation, and is invested with greater anthority than any of the others. 
They are accounted the most powerful nation west of the English settle- 
ment, and much superior to the Six Nations, with whom they are now in 
amity.” 

Next in importance to the Miamis, and after their removal to Indiana, 
the only tribe in this valley were the Shawnees. “They were called ‘the 
Spartans of the West, and though not the equals of the Miamis, they 
were a brave, though exceedingly cruel race, and were remarkably 
successful hunters. They emigrated to this region about 1740, having 
originally lived in Florida and Alabama, from wheuce they were driven 
by their enemies. ‘The Shawnee chief, Black Hoof, who lived to be one 
hundred and five years old, remembered bathing in the sea on the Florida 
coast when a boy. | 

Shawnee or Shawnoese means “people from the South.” Soon after 
they came north, lands in the Miami Confederacy were granted them. 
They built their first towns near the mouth of the Scioto. When the 
emigrant boats began to appear on the Ohio, they moved further up the 
Scioto; afterward they built towns in Greene, Clarke, Logan, Shelby, and 
Miami counties, from whence they were driven by the Kentuckians to 
Mercer and Logan counties. At their town of Piqua, five miles from 
Springfield, was born the great chief, Tecumseh, whose first experience 
of war is said to have been gained on the site of Dayton. Gist visited 
the Shawnee town at the mouth of the Scioto in 1751, and described it 
as containing about three hundred men and forty houses built on both 
sides of the Ohio. In the town was a kind of state house, ninety feet 
long, and with a’tight cover of bark, in which they held their conneils. 
He describes them as now reconciled with the Six Nations, with whom 
they were formerly at variance. They were also at this time great friends 
of the English, to whom they were grateful for protection against the 
vengeance of the Iroquois. ! 

In 1748 a treaty with the Six Nations and the Miamis was made by 
the English at Albany. The next year the Iroquois, hearing that the 
French were making preparations against their Ohio allies, appealed to 
New York and Pennsylvania for assistance, but the assembhes refused 
to do anything to confirm their Indian alliances. The Virginians were 
wiser, and endeavored to sceure the fidelity of the Miamis. In 1749 a 
party of Virginians formed the Ohio Land Company for purposes of trade 
and with the intention of sending a colony beyond the Alleghenies. They 
received a grant of five hundred thousand aeres of land, to be located 
either on the northern bank of the Ohio or between the Monongalela 
and the Kanawha. The French, hearing of the preparations which the 
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Kneglish were making to take possession of the Ohio country, resolved 
to anticipate England, and at once, in 1749, they sent out Celoron de 
Bienville with three hundred soldiers to trace the boundaries of the Ohio 
valley and oceupy it. He was furnished with lead plates, on which was 
engraved the inserption, that “fromthe farthest ridge whence water 
trickled towards the Ohio the country belonged to France.” These plates 
he was directed to bury in the Indian mounds and along the banks of the 
Ohio and its tributaries. In token of possession, the Lihes of France 


were also nailed to a forest tree at a certain point on the south bank of 


the Ohio. i ; 

He forbade the tribes to trade with the English, and told the Indians at 
Logstown, seventeen miles below Pittsburgh: “Fam going down the river 
to scourge home my children, the Miamis and the Wyandots.” Accord- 
ingly, he ascended the Great Miami ‘in boats to the Twightwee villages, 
though the ascent in August must have been made with difficulty, unless 
the season was unusually rainy. But the Indians, unmoved by his threats, 
replied that the Jands were theirs, and that they had a right to freedom 
of trade. They understood well the ceremony of burying the lead plates, 
and murmured: “We know it is done to steal our country from us.” 
Instead of being cowed into submission, they appealed to the Six Nations 
and the English for protection. Yet the Ohio Indians were jealous of the 
English also, and threatened the agent of the Ohio Company when he 
reached Logstown. “ You are come,” they cried, “to settle the Indians’ 


p) 


lands; you never shall go home safe.” Towever, as a messenger from the 
Hnelish king, they respected him, and allowed him to go on. 

In 1750 the’ Ohio Land Company built their trading post at Wills’ 
Creek, now Cumberland, Maryland. They did not themselves venture 
into the Indian country, but their goods were purchased by strolling 
traders, who had no settled homes, but wandered among the tribes who 
lived as far west as the Miamis. In February, 1751, however, as already 
mentioned, Christopher Gist, the agent of the company, who was sent out 
to examine western lands, visited the Miami Confederacy. With the 
assistance of presents and the persuasions of Croghan and Montour, who 
accompanied hima and had great influence with the tribes, he induced the 
representatives of the confederacy, assembled in council at the Twightwee 
village, to make a treaty with the English. The Ottawa agents of the 
Canadians, who had also brought presents, in vain endeavored to induce 
the Indians to renew their alliance with the French. Their tears, and 
howls, and prophecies of woe to the Miamis were without effect, and they 
departed in a rage. After they were gone, the French colors were taken 
down, and the council house became a scene of wild revelry. The Indians 
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danced the feather dance, pausing at intervals at the signal of a war 
chief to hear the recital of his brave exploits. Having exhausted his 
eloquence, he threw presents lavishly to the musicians and dancers, 
when the turmoil began again. On the first of March, Gist departed. 
Later in the same year Croghan again visited the Ohio Indians, and 
obtained from them permission to build a trading post. The Indians 
also urged the English to build a fort at the forks of the Monongahela, 
now Pittsburg. 

In May, 1762, the English and Ohio Indians met at Logstown, and 
‘atified the treaty made at Lancaster in 1744. The chiefs of the Six 
Nations declined to appear at this council, as it “did not suit their 
customs to treat of affairs in the woods and weeds.” The Miamis had 
promised Gist that they would never give heed to the words of the 
French, and that their friendship with the English should “stand like 
the loftiest mountains,’ and for some time they kept their promise. The 
Knglish about the time of Gist’s visit; had built a fortified trading house, 
ealled Pickawillany, sixteen miles northwest of the present sen of 
Sidney. Early in the year 1752, the’ ‘French hea wring of this post, sent 
an armed body of men against the Miamis. The Indians were informed 


that the English traders were intruding on French Jands, and must be 


given up to their meu. The Miamis refused to obey, and the French, 
with the assistance of some Ottawas and Chippewas, attacked and 
destroyed the place after a severe battle. A number of Indians were 
wounded and fourteen were killed. The king of the Piankeshaws, who 
was chief of the whole Miami Confederacy, was taken captive, and 
sacrificed and eaten by the Indian allies of the French. 

William Trent, the messenger of Virginia, went from Logstown to 
Pickawillany shortly after this battle, and found it deserted. THe took 
down the French flag, which was floating over the ruins, and substituted 
the Hnglish colors. He theu returned to Logstown to meet the repre- 
sentatives of the stricken confederacy, who had assembled there for 
“condolence and concert in revenge.” They sent messengers to the 
- English and the Six Nations, soliciting protection and vengeance against 
the French. Pennsylvania presented the Miamis two hundred pounds 
for their courageous defense of her traders. After the destruction of 
Pickawilany, no English settlement was made in Ohio till it passed into 
the possession of the United States. 7 

In 1753 a French army of twelve hundred men marched from Canada 
to take possession of Ohio. The Six Nations warned the English and 
the western Toainne of the projected invasion. The tribes on the Ohio 
sent envoys in April to meet the French at Niagara and endeavor to 
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persuade them to turn back, but were received with contempt and 
derision. In September representatives of the Mingos, Shawnees, 
W yandots, Delawares, and Miamis met Franklin and his colleagues at 
Carlisle. The Indians promised, with the assistance of the Enghsh, to 
repel the French, who had established posts at Erie, Waterford, and 
Venango. In 1754 the fort, which the Hnglish had begun at the forks 
of the Monongahela, was taken by the French and renamed Duquesne, 
but was retaken by Washington in 1758 and called Pitt. Some of the 
western Indians became allies of the French, and were so tenderly 
attached to them that, as Colonel Johnston relates, fifty years later they. 
would burst into tears when speaking of the time when their French 
fathers had dominion over them. One of the cliefs, a report of whose 
speech is given in the “American Pioneer,” said to the Hnghsh when 
they made the treaty of peace with the Indians at Easton in 1758: 
‘Brethren, the cause why the Indians at Ohio left you was owing to 
yourselves. When we heard of the French coming there, we desired 
the governors of Virginia and Pennsylvania to supply us with implements 
and necessaries for war, and we would defend our Jands; but these 
governors disregarded our message; the French came to us, traded with 
our people, used them kindly, and gained their affections. The governor 
of Virginia settled on our lands for his own benefit, but when we wanted 
his assistance, forsook us. ... You deal hardly with us; you claim all 
the wild creatures, and will not Jet us come on your lands so much as to 
hunt after them; you will not let us peel asingle tree. Surely this is 
hard. You take of us what lands you please, and the cattle you raise on 
them are your own; but those that are wild are still ours, and should be 
cominon to beth; for our nephews, when they sold the land, did not 
propose to deprive themselves of hunting the wild deer, or using a stick 
of wood.” , 

About 1763 a battle was fought at the Twightwee villages, on the Great 
Miami, between French and English traders, assisted by Indians. The 
English had for alhes the Delawares, Shawnees, Munsees, part of the 
Senecas from Pennsylvania, the Cherokees, and Catawbas, while the Miamis 
were on the side of the French. The fort was besieged by the English 
and their Indian allies for more than a week, but could not be taken. 
The assailants met with severe losses. A number of the besieged were 
killed, and all their unprotected property was destroyed. It was said that 
after the battle baskets full of bullets could have been gathered from the 
ground. Shortly after this the Miamis removed to Miami of the Lakes, 
near Hort Wayne. ; 

By the treaty of peace with France in 1763, the Northwest was ceded 
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to the British; but the Indians denied the right of France to transfer 
their lands to Great Britain, and they resolved “since the French must 
go, no other nation should take their place.” If the Englhsh had Kept 
their promises to the tribes instead of, for nearly a century, habitually 
breaking them, and had conciliated instead of aggravating them, they 
might have been spared Pontiac’s cruel war, which began in May, 1763. 
In this conspiracy were engaged all the western tribes to the banks of the 
Mississippi. Nine British posts fell, and the savages drank from their 
clasped hands the blood of many Englishmen; but in August, 1763, the 
Indians were routed, and made peace with the English. 

One day in the year 1773, the Shawnees at Chillicothe, near Xenia, 
saw, with wonder and amazement, a solitary white man, carrying a flag 
of truce, boldly entering their village. This was the intrepid Captain 
Bullitt, one of a party of surveyors from Virginia, who were. on their 
way down the Ohio. He had come alone to Chillicothe from the river to 
ask the friendship of the Indians and their consent to make a settlement 
in Kentucky. Won by his courage and his wit, the Shawnees granted 
his request, and he set off on his dangerous return journey through the 
wilderness to rejoin his companions at Maysville. This amicable powwow 
was the prelude to years of war. 

In the eighteenth century this valley, now so peaceful and prosperous, 
and teeming with people noted for intelligence, refinement, and benevo- 
lence, was the gloomy abode of cruelty and death. The wild animals 
which roamed through the woods were scarcely more brutal and fierce 
than the inhabitants of the infrequent villages scattered along the borders 
of the Miami hunting grounds, for this was the terrible “Indian country,” 
which the imagination of trembling women in far-distant block houses 
invested with all the horrors of a veritable hell on earth. 

The pioneers of Kentucky looked with jealous and longing eyes on 
the great Indian game preserve across the Ohio. The wily and suspicious 
savages used their best endeavors to exclude them; but though they 
ventured over here at the risk of being burned, they frequently came. 
Lord Dunmore’s war against the towns on the Scioto ended in 1774 with 
a treaty of peace, concluded near the Pickaway Plains, in which the 
Indians agreed to make the Ohio their boundary, and the people of 
Virginia, of which Kentucky was a part, promised not to pass beyond 
that river; but, as usual, neither party kept their word. 

J*rom the time of the first settlement of Kentucky small parties of 
Shawnees and their warm friends, the W yandots, were constantly slipping 
across the Olio to surprise the Kentucky settlements, and then hastening 
back through the Miami valley with booty and prisoners to their secluded 
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villages. The pioneers never knew when these terrible foes would appear. 
They slept with loaded guns at their bedsides, and when they went into 
the fields to plant their corn, part of the men stood on guard, while the 
rest hurriedly performed the labor. ess sad was the fate of settlers 
whose scalps were carried home as trophies, than that of the captives who 
were dragged through the Miami woods to Chillicothe, there to endure 
all the indignitics and excruciating agonies which the malice of pitiless 
savages could inflict. 

Once the Indians, during the Revolution, brought Daniel Boone back 
with them, and kept him as an honored guest, rather than as a captive, 
at Chillicothe, near Xenia. They took a great fancy to him, “fondly 
earessed him,” and adopted him into a family. In vain Governor Hamilton, 
of Detroit, who had also taken a great fancy to the fascinating Itentuckian, 
offered the Indians a considerable sum of money if they would release 
him. They refused to part with him. But discovering, after he had been 
at Chillicothe for several months, that a party of one hundred and fifty 
warriors were about starting for Boonesborough, Boone managed to make 
his escape from the town, and, by hard traveling, arrived at home in time 
“to foil the plans of the enemy, and not only saved the borough which 
he had ge a but poe all the frontier parts of Kentucky from 
devastation.’ 

For a time there was no concerted action in Kentucky against the 
Indians, who, as emigration increased, stirred up by the English, by 
whom they were told that the frontiersmen were trespassing on Indian 
lands, became more and more jealous, restless, and revengeful. Retali- 
ation was left to single families or individuals who had suffered from 
Indian raids, and the pioneers fought, each man for himself, without 
consultation or combination. Often a solitary frontiersman, burning to 
revenge the loss of property or friends, and carrying only his gun anda 
bag of parched corn, fearlessly, though cautiously, made his way into the 
Indian country, and slyly creeping near a village, killed at least one of 
his detested foes, stole off with one or more ponies, and got safely home 
to Kentucky. 

In the summer of 1779, the first military expedition from Kentucky 
against the Ohio Indians crossed the river. Colonel Bowman marched 
with one hundred and sixty volunteers to Chillicothe, on the Little Miami, 
and burned the town, but was then forced to retreat. The Indians retal- 
lated in October by attacking one hundred men under command of Colonel 
Rogers and Captain Benham, who were passing up the river in two boats. 
Nearly all the men, after a brave fight, were tomahawked and sealped. 

In June, 1780, a party of six hundred Canadians and Indians 
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organized at Detroit, and, under the command of Colonel Byrd, invaded 
Kentucky and sacked Ruddell’s and Martin’s stations. Byrd could not 
contro! the savages, who were guilty of their usual atrocities. . After 
taking the stations, Byrd retreated to the forks of the Licking, over the 
road which he had cut from the Ohio through the woods on his advance. 
When he reached his camp, the Indians immediately made off for 
Chillicothe and’ Piqua. -He had come down the Great Miami to the 
Ohio in bateaux, bringing, it 1s said, six pieces of artillery with him. But 
‘the Miami was now so low, that he was obliged to return by land, leaving 
his cannon in the woods to be, perhaps, brought on later by Indians. 

in the summer of 1780, soom aiter, Byrd’s invasion of Kentucky, 
General George Rogers Clarke led an expedition of experienced Indian 
fighters to Ohio. Among the officers who held command under Clarke 
was Captain Robert Patterson, one of the founders of Lexington and 
Cincinnati, and from 1804 till 1827 a citizen of Dayton. When Clarke 
reached Chillicothe, near Nenia, he found it deserted and in flames, 
kindled by the Indians. After destroying several hundred acres of 
corn, he proceeded to the Piqua towns, near Springfield and about twelve 
miles from Chillicothe. The Shawnees were defeated. Clarke burned 
the houses, cut down the growing corn and vegetables, and then returned 
to Chillicothe and destroyed a field which he had saved to feed his horses, 
after which the expedition set out for home. By this victory of Clarke 
the homes, crops, and other property of about four thousand Shawnees 
were destroyed, and for some time they were wholly engaged in rebuilding 
their wigwans, and in hunting and fishing to obtain food for their families. 

In March, 1781, Colonel Broadhead made a successful expedition from 
Wheeling against the Delawares on the Upper Muskingum. In July of 
the same year the Indians attacked a party of one hundred and six 
American soldiers, who were descending the river, killed forty-one, and 
captured the rest. Enraged by constant attacks from the savages, the 
settlers were not careful to distinguish friends from foes, and in March, 
1782, occurred the disgraceful massacre of friendly and non-resistant 
Moravian Indians, in the Tuscarawas valley, by a force of one hundred 
Virginians and Pennsylvanians. In June, 1782, Colonel Crawford made 
a second expedition against the Moravians and the Wyandots, in what is 
now Wyandot County. It was utterly routed, and the commander was 
horribly tortured and burned at the stake. In July of this year the British 
at Detroit sent a force of six hundred men against Bryant’s Station, near 
Lexington. A number of Shawnees, Wyandots, Miamis, and Delawares 
assembled at Chillicothe, near Nenia, and joined the expedition. The 
Indians, after heavy losses, retreated from Bryant’s Station; but a party 
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of one Aniidieed ae aay Kentuckians, who pursued them, were diairn 
into an ambush near the Blue Licks and sixty of them killed and seven 
captured. 

Finding that the Indians were recovering from their defeat in 1780, 
Clarke, in the fall of 1782, led a second expedition of one thousand 
Kentuckians to Ohio. They met with no resistance till they reached the 
mouth of Mad River, on the ninth of November, where they found a small 
party of Indians stationed to prevent their crossing the stream. A skir- 
mish on the site of Dayton followed, in which the Jxentuckians were 
victorious. They spent the night here, and then proceeded to Upper 
Piqua, on the Great Miami, which the Shawnees had built after the 
destruction of their villages in 1780. On the road to Piqua they rescued _ 
a captive Kentucky woman, a Mrs. McFall, from a party of Indians. She 
accompanied thei when they returned home. 

Having destroyed Upper Piqua, Clarke went on to the trading station 
which had been built about 1775 by a Frenchman named Laramie, on the 
site of Pickawillany. They plundered and burnt the store, and destroyed 
the Indians’ wigwams and crops. Soon after this Laramie, who was a 
favorite with the Indians, emigrated with a large number of Shawnees to 
the Spanish territory, and there the remainder of their race gradually 
gathered. Some of the Shawnees, after the destruction of Upper Piqua, 
built towns-at St. Mary’s and Wapakoneta, and here they were living 
when Dayton was settled. The Delawares were in the same neighborhood.« 

For some time after the peace with Great Britain in 1783, the Indians, 
who had met with many reverses and losses during the Revolution, did 
not trouble the settlements as much as formerly, but about 1785 they 
recommenced hostilities. It became necessary in. 1786 to send a force 
against the Wabash and Mad River villages. The ‘atter expedition was 
under command of Colonel Logan. It was divided into brigades, com- 
manded by Colonel Robert Patterson and Colonel Thomas Kennedy, who 
took different directions. They harried and ruined the Indian country, 
destroying houses, crops, and vegetables, taking a large number of horses, 
and leaving the Indians in a state of destitution and starvation, from 
which it took them nearly a year to recover. 

Eight large towns, called Macachack, situated in what 1s now Logan 
County, were destroyed, seventy or cighty prisoners taken, and twenty 
warriors, one of them a chief, killed. Among the captives was an 
Indian Jad whom the delete! of the foree carried with him to his 
Kentucky home, where he lived for some time. Colonel Logan became 
much attached to the boy, who took his name, and was for life the 
staunch friend of the whites. After a few years he was allowed to return 
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to his tribe, and became the friendly Shawnee chief, Logan. Ile was 


mortally wounded during the War of 1812, while, by command of 
General Ifarrison, engaged in service against some Indian allies of the 
British. The more famous orator, Logan, was also named for a white 
man, James Logan, secretary of the colony of Pennsylvania. 

The Kentuckians returned to the Ohio by way of the Mad River 
valley, and, as in 1782, at the mouth of the river found a party of Indians 
on guard. With them was Tecumseh, at this time about fourteen years 
old. Having, after some sheht resistance, beaten the Indians, and driven 
them up Mad River, and gained the second battle or skirmish fought on 
the site of Dayton, they camped for the night. . Being well supplied with 
provisions from the captured towns, they remained here for two or three 
days examining Jand, with a view to recommending a settlement in this 
neighborhood. The Indians, driven across the Scioto by Logan, did not 
immediately return to the Miami valley, and when the Kentuckians 
departed they left an uninhabited country behind them. 

These successful raids were a necessary preparation for the settlement 
of this region, for till the powerful Shawnees were driven out; no white 
town could be built in the Miami valley. The Indians were the allies of 
the British, so that Clarke’s expeditions to Ohio were really as much a 
part of the Revolutionary War as his Indiana and Illinois campaigns. 
To this brave patriot and military genius we are indebted, not only for 
victories over the savages, but for the possession of the Northwest, which, 
but for his foresight and efforts, might have remained a part of the British 
dominions. 

Some of his most valuable victories were gained by diplomacy. In 


the winter of 1785, a fort had been built at North Bend for the purpose 


of guarding emigrants down the Ohio, and also to y revent squatters from 
encroaching on Jndian lands, for the United States Government was 
anxious to prevent all pretext for Indian hostilities. The first regiment 
sent west was raised principally for the purpose of driving the whites off 
of the reservation. The fort at North Bend was named for Captain 
Finney, of the First Infantry, which, with the exception of two com- 
panies, constituted the whole of the United States Army. In January, 
1786, General George Rogers Clarke, Colonel Richard Butler, and Saniuel 
H. Parsons were commissioned by the government to make a treaty of 
peace with the Mad River and Wabash Indians. The commissioners met 
representatives of the tribes at Fort Finney, but would have failed to 
accomplish their object but for the determination, coolness, and intrepidity 
of Clarke. FUs firm and undaunted manner overawed the Indians, who, 
instead of murdering the commissioners and proclaiming war, as was 
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their probable intention when they arrived at Fort Finney, made a treaty, 
giving both the Miami valleys to the United States. The Indians, how- 
ever, continued to resent the intrusion of the whites. Symmes treated 
the Indians with consideration. The surveying party, which he led in 
1787, met a party forty miles from Cincinnati. Je protected them from 
the Pale of the Kentuckians, and his clemency so offended the latter that 
they abandoned the company and returned home. Yet Filson, another 
member of the party, who started back to the Ohio from the northern 
boundary line of Hamilton County, was killed by the implacable savages. 
In April, 1788, a party of six surveyors, camped near Mad River, were 
surprised. and two of them killed. In the summer of 1789, Major 
Doughty, of the United States Army, built Fort Washington in the 
center of Losanteville, now Cincinnati. Stations and block houses, 
surrounded by cabins of settlers, were built at distances of five, nine, 
and twelve miles from the fort, aud were able to successfully defend 
themselves. 

In September, 1790, General Harmar, with an army of fourteen 
hundred and fifty men, three hundred and twenty of whom were United 
States troops, marched from Fort Washington up the Miami valley, past. 
the destroyed towns of Chillicothe, Piqua, and Laramie, to the Indian 
settlements, near the present city of Fort Wayne. Though he burnt 
seven villages and twenty thousand bushels of corn, yet, as few of the 
enemy were killed, and he was obliged to retreat to Cincinnati, the Indians 
did not consider themselves conquered. Nevertheless, the loss of their 
houses and provisions hampered them, and but for this check the sufter- 
ings of the settlers from their depredations would have been much greater. 
During the whole of the winter of 1790-1791, numerous parties of Indians 
were organizing in the Miami valley to attack weak block houses. Dayton 
was one of their favorite rendezvous. Parties came down the Miami in 
canoes, and, having formed a camp of supplies at the mouth of Mad 
River, in charge of squaws, and sent out hunters, started on their raids. 
Four hundred warriors attacked Dunlap’s Station, on the Great Miami; 
’ wounded two and murdered Abner Hunt, but were repulsed. For months 
they were very daring, skulking about the streets of Cincinnati, and 
keeping the people in a constant state of terror, yet they did not succeed 
in destroying the settlements 6 on the Upper one and between the Miamis, 
eight in all, which had been begun in 1788. 

In May and August, 1791, General Scott and Colonel Wilkinson 
made successful raids on the Wabash towns. These expeditions were 
followed in the fall by St. Clair’s campaign against the Indians. Le had 
a force of twenty-three hundred regular soldiers and six hundred militia. 
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They Jeft Fort Washington September 17th, reached a point on the site of 
Fort Recovery, Darke County, November 3d, and at daylight, November 
4th, were attacked by the Indians, among whom were a number of painted 
Canadians. After three hours of hard fighting, the whites were totally 
defeated. St. Clair’s defeat and his heavy losses, amounting almost to 
the destruction of his army, which was the strongest and most completely 
equipped ,military foree that had ever been seen in the West, filled the 
whole Ohio valley with consternation. The Indians, encouraged by 
victory, kept up constant hostilities against the whites, who, however, 

as a rule, shut up in strong block houses guarded by experienced rane. 
tionary soldiers and Indian fighters, passed safely through this period of 
anxiety and danger.) A few, weeks after St. Clair’s defeat General 
Wilkinson led an expedition to the battlefield, to bury the dead and 
collect abandoned government property. Forts Hamilton, Jefferson, and 
St. Clair, which were built in the winter of 1791-1792, ane garrisoned by 
soldiers from Fort Washington, were frequently attacked by the victorious 
Indians. November 6, 1792, Major Adair and a party of one hundred 
Kentuckians defeated two hundred and fifty Indians near Port St. Clair, 
one mie west of Eaton. 

; In the spring of 1793, General Wayne was made commander of the 
Western Army, which consisted of thirty-six hundred men. Ue marched 
into the Indian country in the fall, but no important engagement occurred 
during the winter, which was spent in drill and preparation for the 
coming campaign. Fort Piqua was built on the site of the old Indian 
town of that name, as a place of deposit for army stores, which were 
brought up the Great Miami in boats. , To Fort Piqua were also brought, 
for burial, many who fell in Wayne’s battles, Once, in 1794, a boat of 
supplies was attacked in sight of the fort by Indians, and the captain 
and twenty-three men who guarded it were massacred. 

On June 30 and 31, 1794, Wayne defeated an army of fifteen hundred 
Jndians. August 30th he fought and gained the battle of Fallen Timbers, 
which ended the four years of Indian war. August 8, 1795, after seven 
months of effort on the part of Wayne, a treaty of peace was concluded 
at Greenville, eleven hundred and thirty Indians being in attendance. 
Hostilities were to cease, and all prisoners to be restored. Wayne’s 
victory secured the peace and safety of the Ohio valley, and immediately 
after the treaty was signed, colonies began to move out into the wilderness. 
Seventeen days from the time of the meeting of Wayne and the tribes at 
Greenville, arrangements were made for the settlement of Dayton. 

Wayne’s victory was the conquest of British and Spanish, as well as 
Tndian enemies; for the Enghsh and Spaniards, anxious, for the purposes 
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of trade, to retain their old influence over the tribes, resented American 
rule in the West, and their emissaries excited the Indians, by false repre- 
sentations, to continue their hostilities against the pioneers. The British 
refused, till 1796, to give up the forts south of the Great Lakes, and this 
encouraged the Indians to hope that, by the assistance of their English 
friends, they would be able to drive their common enemy out of the West, 
and regain their former unhmited power. The Indians who fought 
against St. Clair and Wayne were supplied by the British officers with 
provisions, muskets, cannon, and ammunition, and large numbers of 
painted Canadians accompanied them to the battlefield. 

The evil influence of the British did not cease till after the War of 
1812. The great chief, Tecumseh, and his brother, the Prophet, no doubt 
received encour pean ‘trom the English, when they began to form their 
league, which was similar in purpose to the earlier conspiracy of Pontiac. 
The eloquent Tecumseh, in 1805, traveled through the Northwest and 
South, endeavoring to excite the pride and patriotism of the tribes. His 
object in forming the league was to ‘resolutely oppose the further 
intrusion of the whites upon the Indian lands.” He complained that the 
Thirteen Fires, which was the Indian name for the United States, had 
cheated aud imposed upon the tribes; and his reason for joining the 
British Army in 1812 was, that the English General Porter promised that 
he would certainly get the Indian lands back, which the Americans had 
stolen from them. 

In 1810 the British, prolably a in anticipation of hostilities with the 
United States, began to furnish Tecumsel’s followers with ammunition. 
In November, 1811, before the plans of ‘T’ecumseh were fully matured, his 
followers, domaenaled by the Prophet, were conquered at the battle of 
Pippecanoe by General Harrison. From:,the beginning of the War 
of 4812 tll his death, at the battle of the Thames, October 6, 1813, 
Tecumseh and his Indians served with the British against the United 
States. This celebrated chief was as noted for his humanity as for’ his 
courage, intelligence, and eloquence. 

The government refused to employ Indians against the British in the 
War of 1812. Those who remained friendly to us claimed and received 
protection from the United States. They were gathered at Piqua under 
the care of Colonel Jolinston, United States Indian agent. About six 
thousand Indians were, at one time, at Piqua, and their presence insured 
the safety of.the frontier. These Indians gave many proofs of their 
fidelity. On one occasion it was necessary to bring a large number of 
women and children from Fort Wayne to Piqua. Colonel Johnston 


summoned the Shawnee chiefs, and called for volunteers to conduet 
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this helpless party to Ohio. Logan instantly offered his services, and, 
accompanied by a party of volunteers on horseback, started at once for 
Fort Wayne, and soon brought his charges safely through the wilderness, 
swarming with hostile savages, to Piqua. “The women spoke in the 


highest terms of the vigilance, care, and delicacy of their faithful con- 


39 


ductors.” But for the influence of the Shawnee chief, Black Hoof, many 
of these six thousand friendly Indians would probably have been allies of 
the British. Black oof was born in Florida, but fought in all the wars 
in Ohio from 1755 till Wayne’s treaty in 1795. He remained faithful to 
the stipulations of the treaty. Tecumseh in vain endeavored to persuade 
him to join his league, and Black Hoof’s prudence and influence also kept 
the greater part of his tribe out of it. 

| Wayne's treaty secured the Miami valley and, indeed, the whole 
of southern Ohio to the Americans, as the Indian reservation, whose 
boundary was settled at Greenville, did not reach further south than the 
portage at the site of the old Laramie trading post, in Shelby County. 
The Indians in the Western Reserve sold their Jands to the United States 
in 1805. In 1817 the United States Commissioners bought nearly the 
whole of northwestern Ohio from the tribes. The Delawares ceded their 
reservation in 1829; the Shawnees and the Senecas sold their land in 1882, 
and in 1842: the government bought the reservation of the Wyandots, the 
only Indians left in the State. The tribes were all removed to lands 
reserved for them in Indian Territory. : 
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Natural Advantaces—Fertility and Beauty of the Miami Valley—Kentuckians Long to 
Dispossess the Indians—Gist’s Visit in 17o1—Valuable Timber—Well Watered— Wild 
Animals—Natural Meadows—‘A Most Delightful Country ’—Kentuckians Visit it 





with Clarke and Logan-—Describe the Country as an Jcarthly Paradise—Major Stites 
Surveys Symmes’ Purchase in 1787—Wishes to Buy Land in Miami and Mad River 
Valleys—Syimm:s Explores the Valleys—Indians Camped on Site of Dayton—Land 
Worth One Dollar an Acre—Tropical Luxuriance of Vegetation--Kentuckians Come to 
View the Country in 1795—Land Concealed by Vines and Weeds—Kentuckians Dis- 
couraged and Turn Back—RHich Farming Lands Near Dayton—Fortunate Location of 





Town—Confluence of Four Rivers—Value of J’armm Products—Four River Valleys 
Afford Facilities for Construction of Railroads—Dayton Center of Ten Railroads— 
Superabundance of Game and Fish—Natural Fruits, Nuts, aud Wild Honey—Mr. 
Forrer’s Account of Hunting in 1818—Abundance of Wild Animals and Fish in 1830 
and 1840-—-Flights of Pigeons—Migrations of Squirrels—Fish Baskets—Wagon Loads of 
Fish—Temperate Climate—Mean Temperature of the Year—A Healthy City—Four 
Streams Furnish Water Power— Value of the Rivers to Manufacturers--Timber—Fuel 
—Hard Woods—Building Stone—Prof. Orton Deseribes the Quarries—ExcelJleut Lime 
—Brick Clay—Sand—Abundance of Granitic Gravel--Prof. Orton on the Value of 
Gravel—Excellent Turnpikes and Streets due to Gravel—Natural Drainage—Pure 
Water—Inexhaustible Wells. 





ONG before any permanent settlement was made in the Miami valley, 
fs its beauty and fertility were known by the inhabitants of Kentucky 
and the people beyond the Alleghanies, and repeated efforts were made to 
get possession of it. These efforts led to retaliation on the part of the 
Indians, who resented the attempt to dispossess them of their lands, and 
the continuous vaids back and forth across the Ohio River, to gain or 
keep possession of this beautiful valley, caused it to be called, until the 
close of the eighteenth century, the “ Miami slanghter house.” 

The report of the French Major Celoron de Bienville, who, in August, 
1749, ascended the La Roche or Big Miami River in bateaux to visit the 
Twightwee villages at Piqua, has been preserved, but Gist, the agent of 
the Virginians, who formed the Ohio Land Company, was probably the 
first person who wrote a description in English of the region surrounding 
Dayton. Gist visited the Twightwee or Miami villages in 1751. He was 
delighted with the fertile and well-watered land, with its large oak, 
walnut, maple, ash, wild cherry, and other trees. The country, he says, 
abounded “with turkeys, deer, elk, and most sorts of game, particularly 
buffaloes, thirty or forty of which are frequently seen feeding in one 
meadow; in short, it wants nothing but cultivation to make it a most 
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dehghtful ofan: The land upon the Great Miami River is very rich, 
level, and well timbered, some of the finest meadows that can be. The 
grass here grows to a great height on the clear fields, of which there are 
a great number, and the bottoms are full’of white clover, wild rye, and 
blue grass.’ A number of traders were living at the Miami villages, 
and in one of their houses Gist lodged during his visit. It is stated by 
pioneer writers that the buttalo and elk disappeared from Olio about the 
year 1795. ) . 

The Kentuckians who accompanied the expeditions of Clarke and 
Logan against the Indians in 1780, 1782, and 1786, carried back the most 
rare ft reports of the value of the land at the mouth of Mad River. 
They deseribed the valley as an earthly paradise, and longed to drive out 
the “Indian fends” who excluded them from its fair fields and groves 
In the fall of 1787, Major Stites, one of the surveyors of the Symmes 
purchase, visited the valley of the Miami and Mad rivers, and was so 
delighted with it, that he began,-on his return, negotiations for its 
purchase. John Cleves Symmes, inspired by the account given by Major 
Stites, was curious to see the land, and anxious to learn its real value 
before setting a price on it. Accompanied by an armed escort, he 
examined the land on the Miami and in the Stillwater and Mad River 
valleys without molestation from the Indians. White visitors to the 
mouth of Mad River seem always to have found a party of Indians 
encamped there. Those that Symmes encountered proved friendly, and 
they took supper together. Symmes’ party reported, when they got back 
to Cincinnati, that some of the land tyey examined was worth one dollar 
an acre, which was considered a large price for unimproved land in the 
Indian country 

On the rich bottom lands vegetation grew with almost tropical 
luxuriance. Benjamin Van Cleve records in his journal of September 
28, 1795, that “some men from Kentucky, who had come with Mr. Cooper 
to view the country, went up the Miami bottom a mile or two above’ the 
mouth of Mad liver, and found the vines and weeds so thick that they 
could not see the land, and became discouraged and returned to Ken- 
tucky.” Such a proof of the fatness of the land was a strange reason for 
discouragement. 

The development of the Miami valley has shown that the glowing 
accounts of the early explorers as to the fertility of the soil were not too 


highly colored. Beautiful and fertile as the Miami valley is, no part of 


it surpasses, if it equals, the region immediately surrounding Dayton. 
Lhe “Mad Iiver country,” as this region was called by the first pioncers, 
was the synonym for all that was desirable in farming lands. 
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NATURAL ADVANTAGES. 











Dayton is fortunate in its location at the confluence of four important 
streams—the Miami, Mad River, Stillwater, and Wolf Creek. Each of 
these streams has its valley of great beauty aud fertility, and these valleys 
produce large and profitable crops of every variety. As reported in the 
United States census report of 1880, the total value of farm products 
in Montgomery County in 1879 was three million, two hundred and 
eighty-eight thousand, four hundred and forty-nine dollars, a greater 
amount than was produced by any other county in Ohio... The rich 
neighboring farming community contributes largely to the growth and 
prosperity of the city. Dayton is noted for its excellent markets. ‘The 
river valleys furnish the warm soil needed for market gardens, and the 
elevated ground is adapted to fruit of all kinds. An incidental advantage, 
resulting from the four river valleys, is the facilities they afford for the 
construction of railroads, which, through them, may reach Dayton on 
easy ‘grades, and at comparatively small cost. No doubt to this cause 
may _be partly attributed. the fact that, with Dayton as a center, ten 
railroads radiate in every direction. 

Now that the forests have been nearly swept away, the game almost 
exterminated, and the rivers cleared of all fine fish, it 1s difficult, even 
in imagination, to realize the magnificence of the forests and the super- 
abundance of the game and fish, when this region was In its natural state. 
The products of the forest and the river, the game and fish, the peltry, 
the wild honey, the natural fruit and nuts, were not unimportant elements 
in the prosperity of Dayton at its founding. Mr. Samuel Forrer, so 
prominent in the early history of Ohio and of Dayton, in some remin- 
iscences of a visit to Dayton as late as 1818, published in the Dayton 
Journal in 1863, says: “T remember that I killed three pheasants on the 
present site of Mr. Van Ausdal’s house in Dayton View. Quails, rabbits, 
ete., were found in plenty in ‘Buck Pasture,’ immediately east of the 
eanal basin, between First and Second streets. Wild ducks came in large 
flocks to the ponds within the present city limits, but which have since 
been mainly wiped out by drainage. And the fox hunters had a great 
time on oceasion by visiting the ‘Brash Prairie, within two miles of the 
court house. Deer, wild turkeys, and other game were killed in the neigh- 
borhood, and venison and wild meat were easily obtainable in Dayton.” 

Within the writer’s recollection, between 1830 and 1840, game and 
fish were still abundant. An oceasional deer could be found, and wild 
turkeys and pheasants were often shot by hunters. Squirrels and quails 
were thick in the woods and fields, and in the fall immense flights of wild 
pigeons alighted in the woods to feed on the mast. At irregular intervals 
one of these strange migrations of squirrels would occur, for which no 
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satifactory cause has been given by naturalists. Starting trom the remote 
northwest, they would come in countless numbers, and nothing could 
turn them from their course. Rivers were no impediment to them, and 
boys would stand on the shore of the Miami and kill them with elubs, as 
they emerged from the water. | 

The rivers were still full of fish. No more delicious table fish could 
be found Tee ies ie the bass, when taken from the pure, clear water 
of the Miami and Mad River of that day. On the mill race, which has 
since been converted into the Dayton View Hydraulic, stood a saw mill, 
which only ran in the daytime. At meht the water was passed through 
a fish basket, and cach morning, during the fish season, it was found filled 
with bass of the largest size. In 1835, one Saturday afternoon a seine 
was drawn in the Miami, between the Main Strect and Bridge Street 
bridges, and two large wagon loads of fine fish caught. Tlis may suffice 
to show the great abundance of fish as late as 1835. Whatever hardships 
the pioneers of Dayton may have endured, they were in the enjoyment of 
luxuries that would have tickled the palate of an epicure. 

Climate exerts a decided influence on the character and prosperity of 
a community. In its chmate Dayton is fortunate, as its people are not 
exposed to the extreme rigor of the North, nor the ecnervating heat of the 
South. M. E. Curwen makes this statement in his “Ilistory of Dayton,’ 
published in 1850. “ Dayton is in latitude 39° 47’, and in longitude west 
from Washington 7° 6’. This parallel of latitude passes through the 
center of Spain, southern Italy, northern Greece, and Asia Minor. In 
regard to climatology, there are yet no sufficient data to form a correct 
estimate. The mean temperature of the year may, however, be set down 
as not far from 53.78° Fahrenheit. The mean temperature of spring at 
§4.14°: of summer at 72.86°; of autumn at 54.86°; and of winter at 32.90°. 
The mean temperature of the warmest months does not probably exceed 
74.30°, nor does that of the coldest months fall below 380.20°. This 
corresponds very nearly with the chmate of the Lombardo-Venetian 
Kingdom.” The following table, taken from the records of the Ohio 
Meteorological Bureau, differs somewhat from the above, but it may be 
that if a series of years were taken, instead of a single one, the oe: 
would not be great. The mean temperature of the year 1887 was 58° 5 
of the year 1888, 52° 1’... The mean temperature of spring, 1888, 50° 6’; of 
‘of ‘autamines 90! Mor av imter 50° 6. That the ‘chmate of 
Dayton is favorable to health is shown by the reports of the board 


summer 74° 5 


of health. Statistics prove Dayton to be one of the healthiest cities in 
the United States. 
The four streams that converge at Dayton furnish a large amount 
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of water power to propel mills and factories. This is especially true of 
Mad River. It was the water power that gave the greatest impulse of 
growth to the town, and Dayton at an early day became a manufacturing 
point of considerable importance. Although the needs of our factories 
have now outgrown the water power, and steam has to be resorted to, it 
still remains an important factor in the prosperity of the city. The 
manufacturer esteems himself fortunate who possesses this reliable and 
comparatively inexpensive power. 

For many years the town was dependent on the forests in the 
vicinity for. timber for building purpeses and for fuel, and it was fur- 
nished in abundance and of the greatest excellence. The cheapness and 
excellent quality of the hard woods led at an early day to the establishment 
here of factories that use wood for material. Now that the forests have 
largely disappeared from the surrounding country, the canal and railroads 
bring the hard woods of northern Ohio and the pine of Michigan cheaply 
and abundantly to our builders and manufacturers. The comparative 
proxunity of these lumber regions is of no small advantage. 

One of nature’s chief gifts to Dayton is the building stone that 
underlies a large part of Montgomery County. Of especial value is the 
Niagara or, as it is commonly called, the Dayton stone. So extensive are 
the beds of this stone, that Prof. Orton, the State geologist, pronounces 
it inexhaustible. Prof. Orton describes the different kinds of stone found 
in this region as follows: “The blue limestone affords in numberless 
exposures a building stone that is accessible, easily quarried, even bedded, 
of convement thickness, and very durable. It possesses, however, but 
little susceptibility of ornamentation. The thinness of its beds, its 
hardness and brittleness, stand in the way of its improvement by dress- 
ing, and its color is too dark to please the eye when it is exposed in large 
surfaces of masonry. The Clinton rock in all its beds—but especially in 
its upper ones-—affords a building stone that would be higbly valued, 
were it not for the close proximity, in most instances, of the quarries. of 
the, Niagara group. <A similar statement may be made in regard to the 
products of the blue limestone quarries of the county. When the Ciinton 
stone is first raised from the quarry, it is frequently so soft as to be easily 
worked; but when the water has escaped from it, it becomes a measurably 
firm and enduring stone. Some of its beds, indeed, are crystalline or 
semi-crystalline in structure, and leave nothing to be desired so far as 
durability is concerned. The Clinton group exhibits a great variety of 
colors, and some of these shades are very pleasing to the eye—a fact 
which makes this stone susceptible of fine architectural effects. The 
greatest objection to this series is that it is not generally even bedded. 
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The lower strata are very seldom so. ‘The Niagara group, however, 
furnishes the best building stone, not only in Montgomery County, but 
of the whole Miami valley as well. Indeed, for many purposes it is 
inferior to none. Occurring as it does in even-bedded layers of from four 
to twenty inches in thickness, it is adapted to the purpose of both Nght 
and heavy masonry. It is homogeneous in structure, has a beautiful 
color, takes ornamentation quite kindly, and is durable to any required 
degree. The value that is attached to it can be Judged from the fact that in 
some of the quarries nearest Dayton the stone sells in the ground for $17.50 
per rod or $2,800 per acre, the title to the land not being alienated.” 
These quarries have been a mine of wealth to their owners and to Dayton. 
: These stones may all be burned into excellent hme, and lime is 
indispensable, as it is “the great cement employed alike in nature and 
by human art.” The building stones produce a lime that slakes easily, 
and in slaking evolves a great degree of heat, and is called hot or fiery 
lime. It sets or hardens very soon, and for this reason is not liked by 
masons. A. stone is found at Wilson’s quarries, north of Dayton, from 
which a lime is obtained that is free from these objections, and from this 
source Dayton is largely supphed. Excellent brick clay exists In many 
locahties, and nearly all the brick used in Dayton is burned in the 
immediate vicinity. Sand in unhmited quantity may be found in the river 
bed, and an abundance of superior quality in many of the surrounding 
hills. Thus these essential articles are easily and cheaply obtained, and 
help to constitute the sum of things that make Dayton what it is. 
Another article, which at first thought may be considered of little 
value, is of the greatest importance. Gravel is so abundant and so cheap 
that we seldom reflect what an important part it has played in the devel- 
opment of the country. Prof. Orton says: “It is no; easy to set a proper 
estimate upon the beds of sand and gravel of Montgomery County, until 
a comparison is instituted between a region well supphed with sueh 
accumulations and another that is destitute of them. The gravel knolls 
and ridges with which, in the southern and eastern portions of the 
county, almost every farm abounds, afford very desirable building sites, 
and are generally selected for such purposes. Sand of the best quality 
for mortar, cement, and brick-making is everywhere within easy access. 
An inexhaustible supply of excellent materials for road-making—-what 
is frequently designated the lime stone gravel, though in reality largely 
composed of granitic pebbles—is found in the drift deposits, from which 
hundreds of miles of turnpikes have been already constructed in the 
county, thus affording free communication between farm and market at 
all seasons of the year. ‘The smaller bowlders of Canadian origin are 
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selected from the gravel banks for paving stones and transported to the 
neighboring cities. In regions where stone suitable for macadamized 
pikes can be obtained, good roads ean be had, even though gravel is 
wanting, but at largely increased expense above that of gravel turnpikes. 
The districts which are supphed with neither can certainly never Eoaupete 
in desirability with these gravel-strewn regions.’ 

In 1838 the legislature passed an act extending state aid in the 
construction of turnpikes. Dayton promptly availed itself of the benefit 
to be derived from sie! law, and on account of the abundance and 
cheapness of gravel soon had several turnpikes under way. So manifest 
was the advantage gained by sections of the State having cheap material 
for the construction of roads over other portions less foe that the 
legislature hastened in 1840 to repeal the law. Before its repeal, however, 
Dayton had reaped substantial and great benefits from the aid extended 
by the State. Dayton is also indebted to the gravel beds for the beauty 
and cleanliness of the streets of which for many years the citizens were 
so justly proud. It is true that of late the careless digging of trenches 
for gas and water, and the use of broken limestone instead of gravel for 
repairs, has put them in bad condition, but there ean be no doubt that 
except on our most travelled business thoroughfares, pure gravel, such as 
may be obtained from the surrounding hills, if properly applied, would 
make perfectly satisfactory streets. 

But not the least of the advantages derived from the gravelly subsoil. 
that underlies Dayton, is the drainage it affords. It almost obviates the 
necessity of sewerage, and but for it we should certainly have been visited 
with the evil consequences that have fallen on other cities which have 
failed to provide means for carrying off refuse matter. Underneath the 
city, at a depth of a few feet, runs a constant stream. of water, removing 
‘impurities of all kinds and preventing disease. In the less densely 
populous parts of the city it acts as an admirable filter, and carries into 
wells pure.and cold water for drinking and culinary purposes. Now that 
in parts of the city well water is no longer considered wholesome, the city 
is indebted to this same gravelly subsoil for the wells at the water works. 
Probably no city in the country is more highly favored than Dayton with 
an abundant supply of pure and delicious water. The wells are practically 
inexhaustible and have borne the drafts made upon them by large fires» 
without a sign of failure. Subjected to the test of chemical analysis, the. 
water has been pronounced free from all impurities, and no citizen of 
Dayton need be told how cold, sparkling, and refreshing it is as a 
beverage. Certainly no greater boon ean be conferred on a city than 
an abundant supply of good water. 





Se ee 


ot of hotioguunit ti Ponty sativa SOD Gali 
busting ene OR ssh digna, enote atntiye, eno4 i 
af souls 9 pe dog way: i ad pais abnor, ose 



















prea 1979 Vat Mop rie” » nah ne we eitagon onsen 





f ’ 
silt a bis stale sored tip: ap ed hoi” ihe Weee fey ta oat Oke 
tibided adt lo Tall haltisvs ABC teeta HOrLe 1a8 vale (eons Vor ine 


Dri othunbi id Optit hd’y lh A 110; fen , Eid ate: Usgnat, ‘beri 




















Poot py ueaae on LETT ceo fygiis eh We { motes Uy yiyrsyp Py iual aoe iia ~ 5 i 
= Va T TRY nui ' athe eo ent “dy. 40. abst tte peek 

ANG beet? foeroundl | Saleh nda, “torr Blyy 
Bik aie 25) age En a Hels li Ti ae 
ho lrogee- fi j Me pe her Lytdieeen 
ryt nn j +h ca byg ae ete eG 

i a - d 
COME PEA TTS) ley 
slr nae Heth BENE, eee od) 
ban Ipiratg 16 Mowe snolesiait adetoad bo ven or Srtng a Shee Bigs x 
halt gohan od ies mnrdt fod .Wotbiverns hae wk ek Deke: ‘wath & ; 

a ide: nL See HM LAE pouty aeavipeeret | Pye ai tee pot ject neo te , 
Pile CN a Tiger ries part j f id WULSe PES ei ha wae or #y phi pernk! iw oni 

ajootts Yeoseiad 
| se 

te eh [pa / it PAU Oe. recy ik ly i} tals eos bis ita sah 4 
it) tarvdo debi} nt bye ey ea fbett re are spi - 
hodialt weed oven (link ine DEOTE aa Hotel tech hte wi apres 
sted ilowby asitio: sada wo: i rohit } ‘oied dtd goo epee 4 Vian 
att Mowohal ADIGA. 4 ~ ve FEO) ae Sig HATE BS ana ob duet of 
BMT clayey y denneerte PGE OS Bain took wel i a? a Mea 
whe nods 0734 i A: ae tee i: Ho TG rte Hythe ee " 
Ghat aging, itn oth wlds hit oa ibe pee ead Sb anaes 
teal iL) 5 Epes ‘ F Vereen Ste oH é Litiah figs ” 


; hi Fit , Bic inp? *y # i BS ean , Nea 7 Pa Mr ee wey lee 
COED DF QUO VEEL ay 0 5 b aaS HIG ‘Oi a aS a 


py . f ny ay a ¥ i f Oy 
“Anion tol hr. ott Ja eto ott ti Posttive Clore th ance ae Ge 








, 


fie ipieet gut imi t ai hotly ote RL EBIAMOD ove ip f 














“ilavizorny wis ellaay aut? NoLBae ame ii bide ong i 










f 
a 







Get otpenl edb Lipps fogu Adie: agi 
pi Metlean 1 fait i) PO 291 ne a 


lo eich aed ot ur uy aaa 





CHAPTER ‘IIT 


Sattleoment of Dayton-—-Venice on Site of Dayton Laid Out in 1789-—Major Stites— Venice 
Abandoned-—Daneger of Visiting Site of Dayton Before 1794—-Hostile Indians—Treaty 
of Greenville Secures Safety of Settlers—Site of Dayton Purchased from Symmes— 
Original Proprietors of Dayton—Symmes Requires Three Seltlements to be Made— 


Benjamin Van Cleve’s Account of the Survey of the Parchasse—D. C. Cooper Cuts a . 


Road Out of the Brush—Hardships Endured by Surveyors—Tield Notes Kept on 
Tables of Wood—Dayton Laid Out and Named-—-Lottery Held on Site of Town, Novem- 
ber 4th--Lots and In-lots Donated to Settlers Drawn—Settlers Permitted to Purchase 
One Hundred and Sixty Acres at a French Crown Per Acre—Ilorty-six Persons Agree 
to Settle at Dayton—Only Nineteen Eventually Avail Themselves of Donations and 
Become Settlors—Van Cleve’s Account of Settlements in the Purchase—Names of 
Original Settlers of Dayton—Three Parties Leave Cincinnati in March, 1796—Hamev’s 
Party Travel in Two-horse Wagon—Newcoim’s Party Make the Journey on Horseback 
— Difficulties of the Journey to Dayton by Land—Thomp<on’s Party Ascend the Miami 
in a Pirogue—Description of the Voyage—Poling Up Stream—Beauty of the Landscape 
—Supper in the Miami Woods—Names of the Passengers in the Pirogue—-fTen Days 
from Cincinnati to Dayton—Mrs. Thompson the Virst to Land—Indians Encamped at 
Dayton—Land at Head of St. Clair Street—The Uninhabited Forest All that Welcomed 
Them—Encouraging Indications— Biographies of Original Settlers—Daniel C. Cooper. 


IX years before Dayton was projected Major Benjamin Stites, John 
S Stites Gano and William Goforth formed plans for a settlement to be 
called Venice, at the mouth of the Tiber, as they named Mad River. 

The site of this proposed city lay within the seventh range of 
townships, which, on June 15, 1789, they agreed to purchase from John 
Cleves Symmes for eighty-three cents an acre. The contract was signed 
“at the block houses near Columbia, commanded dy the above-named 
Benjamin Stites.’ One of the stipulations made by the purchasers was 
that a road should be at once cut through the woods to Mad River. The 
deed was executed and recorded, but Symmes’ misunderstanding with 
the government and the Indian troubles forced them to abandon their 
“project, and “we eseaped being Venetians.” But before their plan was 
frustrated, the town of Venice, with its two principal streets crossing 
each other at right angles in the center, was laid out on paper. In each 
of the four quarters outlined by the streets the position of houses and 
squares was indicated. The projectors were Baptists, and a whole square 
was set aside as a gift to the first church of that denomination organized 
by Venetians. A. half-acre lot was promised to “each denomination of 
pious and well and religiously disposed people, who worship the God 
of Israel, found in the town within two years after the founding of the 
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settlement.” Phe lots w ae shes town ees halt an acre, and were 
valued at four dollars each. ‘Three of them were donated as sites for a 
eapitol, court house, and jail. The out-lots were to contain five acres, 
and the price for each was twenty-five dollars. 1634427 | 

From the time that Major Stites and his colleagues eee their 
bargain with Judge Symmes till 1794 the Indians were constantly on the 
war-path. White men who ascended the Miami from Cincinnati to 
the site of Dayton made the journey at the risk of their lives. A spy 
and a hunter always accompanied them, and one was as necessary as the 
other. Surveyors were obliged to be continually on the watch while on 
the march or in camp. Part always stood on guard, while the rest 
eooked, and for fear of attracting the attention of wandering bands of 
savages, it was necessary to extinguish their fire at bedtime, and to keep 
a sharp lookout when they rekindled it before daybreak. Previous to 
Wayne’s victory, it would have been foolhardy to attempt a settlement in 
the heart of the enemy’s country, and expose helpless women and children 
to the raids of the pitiless savages. 

The treaty of Greenville was regarded as securing the. safety of 
settlers in the Indian country. August 20, 1795, less than three weeks 
after the treaty was signed, a party of gentlemen contracted for the 
purchase from John Cleves Symmes of the seventh and eighth ranges 
between Mad River and the Little Miami. The purchasers were General 
Arthur St. Clair, governor of the Northwest Territory; General Jonathan 
Dayton, afterward senator from New Jersey; General James Wilkinson, 
of Wayne’s army, and Colonel Israel Ludlow, from Long Hill, Morris 
at the 





County, New Jersey. They proposed to make three settlements, 
mouth of Mad luver; on the Little Miami, in the seventh range; and on 
Mad River, above the mouth. This was one of the conditions of their 
contract with Judge Symmes. Benjamin Van Cleve, one of the original 
settlers of Dayton, gives in) his ‘journal an xfeemestin account of the 
survey of this purchase in the autumn of 1795: “Two parties of sur- 
veyors set off on the 21st of September, Mr. Daniel C. Cooper: to survey 
and mark a road and eut out some of the brush, and Captain John 
Dunlap to run the boundaries of the purchase. I went with Dumwap. 
There were at this time several stations on Mill Creck—Ludlow’s, 
White’s, Tucker’s, Voorhees’, and Cunningham’s. We came to Voorhees’ 
and encamped. 

“Tn the morning Mr. Cooper and his party proceeded with the road, 
and our party took Harmar’s old trace in company with a Mr. Bedell, 


who had a wagon with provisions and tools and was going to make a 


settlement a considerable distance in advance of the frontier, which was 
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afterward called Bedell’s Station, and lay a few miles west of where 
Lebanon now is. On the 23d we reached the line between the third and 
fourth ranges of townships, which had been run by Dunlap in 1788. On 
the 24th and 25th run north eighteen miles to the south boundary of the 
seventh range, and then run west to the Miami, running nearly south. 
The next morning our horse was missing. We hunted for him all day, 
but never found him. He had been well secured. ‘The Indians probably 


had stolen him. On the 27th we carried our baggage up to the mouth of 


Mad River. , About thirty rods from the mouth we found a camp of about 
six Wyandot Indians. We were a little alarmed at each other at first, 
but became very friendly. They gave us some venison jerk and we in 


return gave them a little flour, salt, tobacco, and other small articles. At. 


the request of one of them, I exchanged kuives with him, giving him a 
very large one, scabbard and belt that I had carried for several years, for 
his, which was not so valuable, with a worsted belt and a deer skin to 
boot. We had not been here long until Mr. Cooper and his party arrived. 

“On the 28th, Mr. Cooper returned to make some alterations in his 
road. We continued engaged in our survey till the 4th of October. We 
established the northern and southern boundaries of the purchase, and 
meandered Mad River and the Miami from the northern line of the 
eighth range to the southern line of the seventh, when we returned to 
Cincinnati.” 7 


Mr. Van Cleve records many hardships and dangers. On the morn- 


ing of the Ist of October, they sent their hunter and packhorseman, 
Wilham Gahagan and Jonathan Mercer, forward to cook at the mouth 
of Muddy Run; but their surveying occupied more time than they 
anticipated, and it was evening before, after a day of fasting, they 
reached the rendezvous. “When we found, them,’ he says, “some 
Indians had robbed them of the most of our provisions and menaced 
their lives.” Soon after they fasted for thirty-four hours, working and 
walking most.of the time. ..‘‘October, 8d..; 1t rained.very hard, and the 
surveyor got lis paper alll wet, and was about stopping. We had about 
a pound of meat, and though we had nearly done our business, were 
thinking of setting off for home. I undertook to keep the field notes, 
and fell on the expedient of taking them down on tables of wood with 
the point of my knife, so that I could understand them and take them 
off again on paper.” “On the Ist of November went again to Mad 
liver. On the 4th, Israel Ludlow laid off the town at the mouth of 
Mad River, and ealled it Dayton, after one of the proprictors. A lottery 
was held, and I drew lots for myself and several others, and engaged to 
become a settler in the ensuing spring.” 
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Each a the original settlers received a donation of an in-lot aa an 
out-lot, which he or his representatives drew at the lottery held at the 
mouth of Mad River November 4th. In addition, each of them had 
the privilege of purchasing one hundred and sixty acres at a French 
crown, or about one dollar and thirteen cents per acre. She proprietors 
hoped, by offering these inducements, to attract settlers to the place. 
Forty-six persons had agreed to remove froin Cincinnati to Dayton, but 
only fifteen fulfilled their engagement. Four others however came, so 
that the number of settlers who had entitled themselves to the donations 
and other privileges offered by the propnmetors was nineteen. Two or 
three prospectors came up during the winter, but feturned for their 
families. Benjamin Van Cleve says in his journal, under date of April 
1, 1796: “During the preecding winter two or three settlers had arrived 
here; several families had settled at Hole’s Station, where Miamisburg 
now is; a few,persons had settled at the Big Prairie on Clear Creek 
(below Middletown); two had established themselves at Clear Creek and 
several were scattered about the country lower down. This. spring a 
settlement was made by Jonathan Mercer eight miles up Mad River; 
another was made at the forks, called Chribb’s Station; another at the 
mouth of Honey Creck, and another at the old Piqua, on the Miami.” 
But for several years Dayton was considered the frontier. One of the 
settlements begun this year was Franklin. 

The original settlers of Dayton were the following persons and their 
families: William Hamer, Solomon Hamer, Thomas Hamer, George 
Neweom, Wiliam Newcom, Abraham Grassmire, John Davis, John 
Dorough, Wilham Chenowith, James Morris, Daniel Ferrell, Saniuel 
Thompson, Benjamin Van Cleve, James McClure, John McClure, Thomas 
MeClure, Wilham Gahagan, William Van Cleve. 

In March, 1796, they left Cincinnati in three parties, led by William 
Hamer, George Neweom, and Samuel Thompson. Hamer’s party was 
the first to start; the other two companics left on Monday, March 2ist, 
one by land, the other by water. Jamer’s party came in a two-horse 
wagon over the road begun, but only partially cut through the woods, by 
Cooper in the fall of 1795. The company consisted of: Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hamer and their children, Solomon, Thomas, Nancy, Elizabeth, 
Sarah, and Polly, and Jonathan and Edward Mercer. They were delayed 
and had a long, cold and uncomfortable journey. In the other party that 
traveled by land were Mr. and Mrs. George Newcom and their brother 
Wilham, James Morris, John Dorough and family, Daniel Ferrell and 
family, Solomon Goss and family, John Davis and Abraham Grassmire. 
William Van Cleve, instead of going with his relatives in the pirogue, 
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accompanied this party to avs e Mr. Thompson’s cow, which was with 
the cattle belonging to the Newcom division of the colonists. They were 
two weeks on the road. The sixty miles from Cincinnati to Mad River 
was a tedious and exhausting journey. The road was merely a rough, 
narrow, unbroken path through the woods and brush, except that part of 
it which led to Fort Hamilton, which, as it was used by the army, was 
kept in tolerably good condition. They suffercd from cold and dampness 
in camp, as it had rained and was spitting snow. 

Their furmiture, stoves, clothes, provisions, cooking utensils and 
agricultural implements and other property, as well as children too small 
to walk, were carried on horses. in creels malts of hickory withes and 
suspended from each side of pack saddles. It was a difficult matter to 
ford the creeks without ectting the freight and women and children wet. 
Trees were cut down to build foot bridges across the smaller streams. 
Rafts were constructed to carry the contents of the creels and the women 
and elildren over Jarge creeks, while the horses and cattle swam. Their 
rifles furnished them with plenty of game and their cows with milk at 
meals. They were obliged to stop for a time at the Big Prairic, near 
Middletown, and made a second halt at Hole’s Creek, now Miamisburg. 
They reached here in less than a week after the other parties arrived. 

Thompson’s party came in a large pirogue down the Ohio to the 
Miami and up that stream to the mouth of Mad River. A pirogue was a 
long, narrow boat of light draft and partly enclosed and roofed. One 
man steered while the others poled. The Miami in 1796 wound through 
an almost uninhabited wilderness. Such a journey, looking back from 
this safe and prosaic age when steam cars whirl us up ae Cincinnati in 
two hours, must have been full of danger and of exciting adventures, and 
yet not without its pleasures. It required much skill lind muscular 
strength to pole a boat up stream for many miles. In an article on 
“arly Recollections of the West,” contributed to the American Pioneer, 
a description of this mode of navigation 1s given. The writer says the 
boats were ‘provided with running boards, extending from bow to stern, 
on each side of the boat. . . . Each man was provided with a pole with a 
heavy socket. The crew, divided equally on each side, set their poles 
near the head of the boat, and bringing the end of the pole to their 
shoulders, with their bodies bent, walked slowly down the running board 
to the stern, returning at a quick pace to the bow for a new set.” 
Imagination invests this little band of adventurers, laboriously poling 
their boat load of women and children up the Indian-named river and 
valley to a frontier home in the ancient Miami hunting grounds, with an 
atmosphere of romance. On the borders of their ancestral corn fields 
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and game preserve, lurked jealous and revengeful savages, gazing with 
envious and homesick eyes on the rich lands of which the pioneers had 
dispossessed them. The Indian reign of terror lasted till after 1799, but 
travelers on the river were probably in less danger of surprise in early 
spring than when the fohlage was in full leaf, and the Indians could 
consequently more easily conceal themselves. 

owever unpropitious the season may be, there are always occasional 
sunshiny days in early spring in Ohio. Though the woods in 1796 were 
wet from recent showers, the rain seems to have been over before the 
pirogue began its voyage, and no donbt part of the time the weather was 
mild and bright. The banks of the Miami were thickly wooded, the 
flowers and foliage of the trees were Just beginning to unfold, and the 
ground was covered with grass fresh with the greenness of spring. 
Along the lower part of the river the follage was more advanced and the 
earlier varieties of wild flowers were coming into bloom. 

For miles on either side of the Miami extended a fertile and beautiful 
country, diversified beyond the rich bottom lands by low hills and pleasant 
little valleys, dense forests of ornamental trees and the most valuable 
timber and occasional small level prairies (natural fields and meadows 
awaiting the farmers plow and cattle), the whole watered by cool, 
delicious springs and limpid streanis. : 

At the close of cach day the boat was tied to a tree on the shore, and 
the emigrants landed and camped for the night around the big fire by 

e 


“S 


which they cooked their appetizing supper of game and fish and the ege 


of wild fowls for which the hunger of travelers was a piquant and 
sufficient sauce. No doubt their food, as described by other pioneers, 
was cooked after this fashion: Meat was fastencd on a sharpened stick, 
stuck in the ground before the fire, and frequently turned. Dough for 
wheat bread was sometimes wound sround a stick and baked in the same 
way. Corn bread was baked under the hot ashes. “Sweeter roast meat,” 
exclaims an enthusiastic pioneer writer, “than such as is prepared in this 
manner, no epicure of Kurope ever tasted.” “Scarce any one who has 
not tried it can imagine the sweetness and gusto of such a meal, in such a 
place, at such a time.” 

No doubt the travelers by water had a more comfortable trip than 
those who came by land, though to hardy pioneer tamilies a journey on 
horseback or In a wagon through the Miann woods, even if undertaken 
in early spring, had its compensating enjoyments, which were sometimes 
remembered after its hardships were forgotten. 7 

In the pirogue came Samuel Thompson and his wife, Catherine; 
their children, Sarah two years old, Martha three months old, and Mrs. 
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Thompson’s son, Benjamin Van Cleve, then about twenty-five, and 
her daughter, auhany Van Cleve, nine years of age; the widow McClure 
and her sons and daughters, James, John, Thomas, Kate, and Ann; and 
Wilham Gahagan, a young Inshman. The passage from Cincinnati to 
Dayton occupied ten days. Mrs. Thompson was the first to step ashore, 
and the first white woman, except, perhaps, the captive Mrs. McFall, 
rescued by Kentuckians in 1782, to set her foot on Dayton soi. Two 
small camps of Indians were here when the pirogue touched the Miami 
bank, but they proved friendly, and were persuaded to leave in a day or 
two. The pirogue landed at the head of St. Clair Street Friday, April 
Ist. The following brief entry is the only allusion Benjamin Van Cleve 
makes in his journal to this important event in the history of Dayton: 
“April 1,,1796.,,Wanded iat: Dayton; after\a passageof ‘ten ‘days, Wilham 
Gahagan and myself having come with Thompson’s and McClure'’s s fam- 
ilies in a large pirogue.” 

We can easily imagine the loneliness and dreariness of the uninhab- 
ited wilderness, which confronted these homeless families. There were 
three women and four children—one an infant—in the party. “The 


unbroken forest was all that welcomed them, and the: awful stillness of 


night had no refrain but the howling of the wolf and the wailing of the 
whippoorwill.” 

The spring was late and cold, but though at first the landscape 
looked bare and desolate, before many days the air was sweet with the 
blossoms of the wild grape, and plum, and cherry, and the woods 
beautiful with the contrasting red and white of the red bud and dogwood 
and the fresh green of young leaves. The woods and prairies were full 
of wild fruits and flowers. These wild fruits and the hickory nuts and 
walnuts, which were very abundant in the fall, would be a welcome 


addition to their seanty fare, and among the smaller alleviations of 


their lot. The thick growth of weeds and flowers was a proof of the 
richness of the soil. ‘The experienced pioncers discovered encouraging 
indications wherever their eyes rested. 

The first settlers of Dayton passed through many thrilling and 
romantic adventures, and the story of their lives, if we had it in full, 
would be exciting and entertaining. The few biographical incidents that 
have been preserved are interesting to students of our early history. 

The Thompson party was the first to arrive here. Samuel Thompson 
was a native of Pennsylvania and removed to Cincinnati soon after its 
settlement. He marricd the widow of John Van Cleve. Mr. ‘Thompson 
was drowned in Mad River in 1817 and Mrs. Thompson died at Dayton, 


August 6, 1837. 
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Benjamin Van Cleve was a typical man, and as a good representative 
of the best pioneer character, is worthy of especial notice. He kept a 
journal which might well be called an autobiography, and from which 
the incidents inentioned in the following sketch have been mainly drawn. 
Hic was the oldest son of John and Catharine Benham Van Cleve and 
was born in Monmouth County, New Jersey, February 24, 17738. He 
had three brothers and five sisters. His ancestors came from Holland in 
the seventeenth century. , | 

His earliest recollection was the battle of Monmouth, which oceurred 
when he was five years old. Je remembered the confusion and the flight 
of the women and children to the pine swamps and the destruction of his 
father’s house, stock, and blacksmith shop by the British. The refugees in 
' the pine woods could hear the firing, and “when our army was retreating 
many of the men melted to tears; when it was advancing there was 
every demonstration of joy and exultation.” Jlis father served with the 
New Jersey militia during nearly the whole of the Revolution. He 
emigrated in 1785 from New Jersey to Pennsylvania, where he hved ona 
farm near Washington. Je removed to Cincinnati in 1789, coming down 
the river in a boat and arriving January 8, 1790. 

Benjamin Van Cleve, who was now seventcen, settled on the east 
bank of the Licking, where Major Leech, in order to form a settlement, 
and have a farm opened for himself, offered a hundred acres for clearing 
each ten acre field, with the use of the cleared land for three years. 
John Van Cleve intended to assist his sou in this work, but was killed by 
the Indians on the ist of June, while working in his out-lots near 
Cincinnati. He was stabbed in five places and sealped. 

Benjamin Van Cleve, by hard work as a day laborer, paid John 
Van Cleve’s sinall debts, finished, for the benefit of his mother, work 
which his father had engaged to do, settled his books and sold his 
blacksmith’s tools to the quartermaster general. He returned after the 
funeral to his land at Leech’s Station to plant his corn, but was obliged 
to spend the greater part of Ins time in Cincinnati working to support 
his mother and young brother and sisters. He tried to the best of his 
ability, though a mere boy, to fill his father’s place. | 

Much of the time from 1791 till 1794 he was employed in -the 
quartermaster’s department, whose headquarters were at Fort Washing- 
ton. Te branded and herded government horses and cattle, brought up 
boat loads of salt and provisions from Kentucky, accompanied brigades 
of loaded pack-horses to the headquarters of St. Clair’s army in the 
Indian country; carried orders, kept accounts, acted as hostler for his 


uncle and himself, often walking weary miles over icy roads or through 
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snow, slush and mud, earning his wages of fifteen dollars a month by 
hard, rough work. We was young and inexperienced, but poverty and 
the thought of his helpless family sobered and restrained him, and he had 
no inclination to fall into idle or dissipated habits. It is remarkable that 
he had sufficient fortitude and resolution to resist temptation, forced as 
he was for several years to associate with discharged soldiers and the 
most profane and dissolute followers of the army. 

He was present at St. Clair’s defeat, and gives in his journal a 
thrilling account of the rout and retreat of the army and his own escape 
and safe return to Cincinnati. He lost his horse and his clothing, for 
“having sometimes to be with the officers and sometimes in the mud,’ 
when employed by the quartermaster’s department, he carried all the 
clothes he owned with him. 

In the spring of 1792 he was sent off from Cincinnati at midnight, 
at a mioment’s notice, by the quartermaster gencral to carry dispatches to 
the War Department at Philadelphia. At that day such a journey was 
a long and weary one, and although the authorities were satisfied with 
his services and accounts, they did not pay him until March, 1793, which 
subjected him to great inconvenience. In connection with this visit to 
Philadelphia, he mentions drawing a plan of the President’s new house, 
reading “ Barclay’s Apology,” and a number of other Quaker works, and 
purchasing twenty-five books, which he read through on the voyage 
from Pittsburg to Cincinnati, entries which are all very characteristic 
of the man. 

In the spring of 1794 he went with Hugh Wilson, commissary, 
William Gahagan, and others down the Ohio to Fort Massac in charge 
of two contractors’ boats, loaded with provisions and accompanied by a 
detachment of troops. ‘There were twelve boats in their fleet. They 
were constantly apprehending attacks from the Indians. Ue describes 
himself on this voyage as dressed in hunting froelk, breech cloth, leg 
and moccasins, and carrying a gun, and tomahawk, and a knife eighteen 
inches long suspended from his belt. 
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In the fall of 1795 he accompanied Captain Dunlap’s party to make 
the survey for the Dayton settlement. When not surveying, he wrote 
in the recorder’s oflice. , 

April 10, 1796, he arrived in Dayton with the first party of settlers 
that came. This year he raised a good crop of corn at’ Dayton and sold 
out his possessions in Cincinnati, but sunk the price of his lots. Most of 
his corn was destroyed and he was about $40.00 in debt. He gave 
“6 $80.00 for a yoke of oxen and one of them was shot, and $20.00 for a 
cow and she died.” , 


EASY cei CAS a EP A IR SON RA RP NE SE HE 


vine 


eens ee en a a apne I Ae RES NR NE 

































mee 
ee ee + a ete wee Se ey ihrer! is mee * ee Ne 


ud divom 2 enallo’ wood 30 zo aint 
hae Yao tyne hodantwsy 2b Tuy ailloe 
fad.od fre gif Frowpeinddsin Din fh coiling Mi 
dard ofednstracain ai iE etifiaed. bopuyicxils 19 Diy 
$4 Roorel othe hpi tee oF Ce Poet Dysins 
ail) due sigtitos ie ogtartgnib thir A: ote 
CVG ¢ Oo. AeioHOr | oti 


auirol etd ut Sota lbere homo ala) Pavia 


PDA 1 hil Pou YATES efit Lo nerd ate SRS OH 3 | boil is 


‘gl oie he + og aD ald pO is ae 
Cog. emptied hi ‘leree® tO | lyren Byes ah} a | Digit ng a EEG 8 
* Dysivty ouds. Oi (itdEt! OF ile My soda (ha RA 


edt ta thorns ae Adie he [© ae eee nui 


‘ * Z wi i ae ey nay ray ' ih 
wb Fs adhe pee bf Mays HE oe EUS nL ed, 





Or 3 aceite err stb yas vant fey hehe ie Bit ag a) he wa t i 
e on | Lei 
gay Jie) ab ARP REST SP Cau i 
5 n\ LB Ses 
nr tat. Tiotis ideas) geeee At at TE Phe 
t em Ae Cait a i 
Pee ge se Rene a 4’ fei } i Xl 
if pba ‘wert , beats | ipaeead. GE ey ae sity bot Sb Veg 
J 
od? Jette ert) Clee doitoorroy 1m mae eae he Be | eat eeL ine 
SB: : ; ; te ee 
eet WANT dene Tat bea ei 2 Pe Se sees 
‘ , i 7 . Loe J 
bite eavro vr Soden) Seth lo Lyi Fae 
. rT f : f i 
Ve RNY a 14) phen) ETE H G mi beigy | ry 
hud o —— 
bal / '? | SOP Ae 
ee eel ey be a {if ee it Ame Oe Phe. Copy ae Wi hee! 


ary! 7 


artes Aa oumes OG ob On Sed era ate dtn? Baa, pe ‘oil 


fr Wel bya YEE RI: ER GARG bea aS ite: ets Nh" peed RY RL "mood Was: Cet to ( 
ye ‘ fi Fy } ma Pe Been 3 Poe aM. sa he he 4 os ay Ye ro a ae ke oe | i we 
(St t ; bi hi ae | CLAM SUG UE” AGA t OAT 1 oh Jari A 
(ijoeat) atl AIO Ti OLE ok eared eB gotten Loa ge CAO TO” 
EEO PREC DL RPE ey EES EERE AGE Lies Ba tat PER Pe Ge es cho. Noaernttle: 
s 4 Rad gy ah ¥ 


or i a os, ; a | y Bly ar ald ; ri ta Pre 7 er 
1999911 BTS CE BUG PP REPO as pbtar er ee MPLA LED, Sabet fh prea (a MOLE ben 
; ved Hales thee Henne mg ee teal jams! 
Ai OF VIR al PLL seh me [hearse pions yk GAT am Wh ‘ of a, 





| ; S < i ; | vite fas! stats pis a sah 
eohktos T-4 gte dangly oll + AND a wots. € ihe? masts cual Ory rf: Oh, Thtegi 





~ 


flod ey pata, ee flags, th ee 7 bog 3 lia se aan i 





ouEy oh]. ye) if ive (ua om GNP an ae hanes | a. | ss ie 
eR U0: hoerawe hole ¢ any wel to 30 Gis SORE: 16 odo 


tibet ia) ion fon 












SETTLEMENT: OF” DAYTON. 43 





In the fall of the year he went with Israel Ludlow and William C. 
Schenck to survey the United States military lands between the Scioto 
and Muskingum Rivers. “We had deep snow,” he says, “covered with 
erust; the weather was cold and still, so that we could kill but little 
game and were twenty-nine days without bread and nearly all that time 
without salt and sometimes very httle to eat. We were five days, seven 
Mm company, on,four) meals, iand they, except: the last, scanty.... They 
consisted of a turkey, two young raccoons, and the last day some rabbits 
and venison, which we got from some Indians.” : 

From this.time until 1802 he farmed in summer, and in winter went 
out surveying, kept books, wrote in the recorder’s office at Cincinnati, 
where one winter he also studied surveying; 
Ohio legislature, or made out the list of taxable persons and their 
property. August 28, 1800, he married Mary Whitten, daughter of John 
and Phebe Whitten, who lived in Wayne township. This year, he was 
appointed surveyor of Dayton township. Jie had been forced.to sell his 
preémption rights to out-lots, but in 1801, when land offices were opened 
and commissioners to examine claims were appointed, he suececeded in 
getting certificates for 160 acres and for some lots in Dayton, which he 
afterwards got patented. He built a cabin on his quarter section, and as 
far as his health would permit, devoted himself’ to farming. This quarter 
section 1s now incleded within the corporation of Dayton and has proved 
2 valuable property to his descendants. 

Benjamin Van Cleve, though self-educated, was a man of much 
information and became a prominent and influential citizen. In the 
winter of 1799-1800 he taught in the block house, the first school opened 
in Dayton. From the orgamization of Montgomery County in 1808 till 
his death in 1821 he was clerk of the court: Jle was the first postmaster 
of Dayton and served from 1804 till 1821. In 1805 he was one of the 
incorporators of the Dayton Library. In 1809 he was appointed by the 
legislature a member of the first board of trustees of Miami University. 
Ife was an active member of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Benjamin Van Cleve’s valuable and interesting journal, only a small 
part of which has been printed, contains almost ali the early documentary 
history of Dayton that is now in existence. The files of Dayton news- 
papers 1808-1821, fortunately, preserved by him and presented to the 
Public Library by his son, John W. Van Cleve, furnish the largest part of 
the material for that period in the history of the town now obtainable. 

‘+ Mr. Van Cleve’s graphic description in his journal of St. Clair’s 
defeat. is considered the best account of that terrible rout and massacre 
ever written and has been published many times. [is manuseript journal, 
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written for the “instruction and entertainment of his children,” is now in 
the possession of his great grandson, Mr. R. Hay Dover, of Dayton. It 
is written in a beautiful hand, as legible as copper-plate, and is adorned 
with a neatly executed plan of Fort Defiance, drawn and colored by the 
author. Jle had five children, one of whom died young. John Whitten 
Van Cleve, his eldest child, was born June 27, 1501, and died at Dayton, 
September 6, 1858. Jle had three daughters. Henrietta. Maria married 
first Samuel B. Dover, and after his death Joseph Bond. Mary Cornelia 
married James Andrews. Sarah Sophia married David C. Baker. Mary 
Van Cleve, their mother, died December 28, 1810. Benjamin Van Cleve 
died November 29, 1821. : 

Captain William Van Cleve, brother of Benjamin, was born near 
Monmouth, New Jersey, in 1777. He was married twice, and by his first 
wife, Effie Westfall, had several children. 

At the first call for troops in 1812, he raised a company of riflemen 
in Dayton, which was ordered to the front in June. From the close of 
the war until his death, in 1828, he kept a tavern at the junction of War- 
ren and Jefferson streets. Mary Van Cleve, the sister of Benjamin and 
William, lived in Dayton from her eleventh year till her death, March 8, 
1882, at the age of ninety-five years. Many valuable facts in regard to 
early times were obtained from her in 1882 by Captain Ashley Brown, 
from whose gleanings all later historians of Dayton are obliged to 
borrow. She described the trip on the pirogue from Cincinnati, remein- 
bered, in 1799 and 1800, attending the school taught by her brother in 
the block house on the Main Street bank of the Miami, and was familiar 
with events happening in every stage in the progress of the town during 
the first eighty-five years of its history. She was married twice—in 1804 


to John McCaipr, by whom she had ten children, and in 1826 to Robert 


Swaynie. ,She had no children by her second marriage. 

Wilham Gahagan was a native of Pennsylvania, but of Inish parent- 
age. He was a soldier in Wayne’s legion, and came West in 1793, serving 
with the army till the peace in 1795. Benjamin Van Cleve and he were 
friends and comrades, and in the summer of 1794 made a trip together 
to Fort Massac, with contractors’ goods. They were also both of the 
party who went, under the command of Captain Dunlap, to survey the 
Mad River lands. He removed in 1804 or 1805 to a tract of land south 
of Troy, called Gahagan’s Prairic, which he owned. Were his wife died, 
and he married Mrs. Tennery. He died about 1845 in Troy. 

The McClures, after living in Dayton four or five years, removed to 
Honey Creek, Miami County. Of Solomon Goss, Thomas Davis, William 
Chenowith, James Morris, and Daniel Ferrel! little is known, 
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Abraham Grassmire was a German and unmarricd. He was a very 
useful member of the little community, helping to make the first looms 
owned in Dayton, and showing much ingenuity in contriving conveniences 
not easily obtained by pioneer housekeepers. © 

John Dorough was the owner of a mill on Mad River, five miles 
northeast of Dayton, afterward kuown as the Imeisly mills. 

Colonel George Neweom was born in Ireland, but emigrated to 
Delaware with his father and mother in 1775. He moved to Cincinnati 
about 1794, and, as before stated, to Dayton in 1796. Jane, daughter of 
George and Mary Newcom, was born at Dayton April 14, 1800, at her 
father’s tavern, on the corner of Main Street and Monument Avenue. 
She was married in 1819 to Nathaniel Wilson. Colonel Newcom, as he 
was usually called, served as a soldier in Wayne’s campaign against the 
Indians, and alsoin the war of 1812. He was sheriff of the county, 
State senator, member of the assembly, and was highly esteemed by the 
whole community. His first wife died in 1834, and in 1836 he married 
Elizabeth Bowen, who died in 1850. Colonel Newcom died February 
20, 1855. | : 

Wilham Newcom, younger brother of George, was born about 1776. 
Tle died at Dayton from the effects of hardships and exposure during the 
war of 1812, in which he served as a soldier. 

William Hamer was a native of Maryland, and was born about 1750. 
Mr. Hamer was a Methodist local preacher. He was the first minister 
who preached in the settlement, and as soon as his cabin was finished, 
began to hold services there. 

As Jerome Holt, D. C. Cooper, and Robert Edgar arrived in the 
summer of 1796, they may be properly numbered among the original 
settlers of Dayton. 

Jerome, Holt was a brother-in-law of Benjamin Van Cleve, and they 
had been partners in Cincinnati. When John Van Cleve was killed, be 
assisted Benjamin in his first efforts to provide for the family. His wife, 
Ann Van Cleve, was born in Monmouth County, New Jersey, July 30, 
1775, and died in 1858, in Van Buren Township, where the Holts settled 
in 1797. Ue was appointed constable of Dayton Township in 1800, and 
was elected sheriff of Montgomery County in 1809. From 1810-1812 he 
was Colonel of the Fifth Regiment. of militia. The following order was 
issued in 1812 by R. J. Meigs, governor of Ohio: | 

: “ TIrapquartTers, Dayron, May 26, 1812. 

“Captain Van Cleve’s company of riflemen will march to the frontier 
of the State west of the Miami under the direction and charge of Colonel 
Holt. Colonel Molt will assist the frontier inhabitants in erecting block 
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houses in suitable places and adopt any mode he may think best for the 
protection of the frontier and the continu:nnece of the settlements.” 
The men were encamped at Adams’ prairie, near Hole’s Creek. 
Daniel C. Cooper was born in Morris County, New Jersey, November 
20,1773. WWeand one brother constituted the whole family. Mr. Cooper 
eame to Cincinnati about 1793, as agent for Jonathan Dayton, of New 
- ; i Py; 2) 
Jersey, Who was interested in the Symmes purchase. He obtained 
employment as asurveyor, and his business gave him an opportunity to 
: eae S J 
examine lands and select valuable tracts for himself. Little is known of 
his history for the first year or two after he came to Ohio. 
In 1794 and 1795 he accompanied the surveying parties led by 
Colonel Israel Ludiow through the Miami valley. Asa preparation for 
: oO e/ i 
, in Sep- 
tember, 1795, marked out a road from Fort Hamilton to the mouth of 
a > 3 
Mad River, cutting a narrow track -through the brush, so that horses 


the settlement of Dayton, he, by the direction of the proprietors, in 


and wagons could pass overit. During the fall and winter he located 
one thousand acres of fine Jand near and m Dayton. In the summer of 
1796 he settled here, building a cabin at’ the southeast corner of Monument 
Avenue and Jefferson Street. ere 3 
“About 1798 he moved out to his eabin, on his farm sonth of Dayton. 

Here, in the fall of 1799, he built a distillery, “corn cracker” mill, and a 
saw mill, and made other improvements. — * | 

_ He married about 1803 Mrs. Sophia Greene Burnet, a young and very 
beautiful woman. She was born in Rhode Island in 1780. Iter father, 
Charles Greene, was a member of the Ohio Company, and emigrated 
with his family to Marietta in 1788. G. W. Burnet, Mrs. Cooper’s first 
husband, was a young Cincinnati lawyer, a brother of Judge Jacob 
Burnet, who died suddenly in 1801 by the roadside, of consumption, 
while traveling on horseback to Marietta, with his wife and Thomas 
Ewing, afterwards United States Senator and Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr.and Mrs. D. C.Cooper had several children, but all died young, except 
David Zeigler, born November 8, 1812. Ie died December 4, 1836, leaving 
a widow, but no children. 


St. Clair, Dayton, Wilkinson, and Ludlow, on account of Symmes’ | 


inability to complete his purchase from the United States, and the high 
price charged by the government for land, were obliged to relinquish their 
Mad Juver purchase. Soon after the original proprictors retired, Mr. 
Cooper purchased préemption rights, and made satisfactory arrangements 
with land owners. Many interests were involved, and the transfer was a 
work,of time. Ife was intelligent and publie spirited, and to his enlarged 
views, generosity, mtegrity, and business capacity much of the present 
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prosperity of the city is due. Ife induced settlers to come to Dayton by. 
donations of lots, gave lots and money to schools and churches, provided 
ground for county buildings, graveyard, and a public common, now 
known as Library Park, and built the only mills erected in Dayton 
during the first ten years of its history. ; 

He sold his mills and farm south of town to Colonel Robert Patterson 
in 1804, and from that date till his death lived in his “elegant mansion of 
hewn logs,” on the southwest corner of First and Ludlow strects. 

Mr. Cooper was a very prominent and influential man in the State. 
In 1804, and again in 1807 and 1815, he was elected a member of the 
lower house of the legislature. In 1808, 1809, 1815, and 1816, he was 
elected State senator. , 

He was appointed justice of the peace for Dayton Township October 
4, 1799, and served till May 1, 1803, the date of the formation of the 
county. In 1810 and 1812 he was president of the select council of | 
Dayton. After he sold his farny and mills to Colonel Patterson, he built, 
in 1805, a saw mill on First Street, near Sears, and flour and fulling mulls 
at the head of Mill Street in 1805 and 1809. In 1812 he built a saw mill 
on Fifth Street, which stood till 1847. In 1806 he built one of the first 
two brick stores erected in Dayton, and opened a stock of goods there in 
partnership with John Compton. 

When he died his affairs were somewhat involved, but by prudent 
and conscientious management of his property, the executors, IL. G. 
Philhps and James Steele, relieved the estate from embarrassment, and it 
henceforth steadily increased in value. Every improvement of this large 
property benefited the city. 

~ Mr. Cooper died July 18, 1818. His death is said to have been the 
result of an accident. A large bell, ordered for the Presbyterian Church 
on the corner of Second and Ludlow streets, in which he was much inter- 
ested, having arrived at his store, on the corner of Main and First streets, 
he put it ina barrow and wheeled it himself to the newly-erected building. 
The exertion was too much for his strength, and he ruptured a blood vessel. 

A. few years after Mr. Cooper’s death, his widow married General 
Fielding Loury, of Dayton. They had one son, named for his father, 
who served as a major in the army during the rebellion and was afterwards 
postmaster of Dayton. Mrs. General Loury dicd May 17, 1826. 

Robert Edgar was born at Staunton, Augusta County, Virginia, 
February 8,1770.. He settled in Dayton in 1796, a few wecks after the 
founders of the town arrived. September 17, 1798, he married Mrs. 
Margaret Gillespie Kirkwood. She was a native of Philadelphia and was 
born April 6, 1772. 
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corner of Mad River township. Part of it is now within the corporation, 
at the south end of Wayne Street. Ite went to housekeeping in a cabin on 
the southwest corner of Monument Avenue and Mill Street, but after a 
year or two moved on his farm. Though he engaged in farming, as he 
had a good deal of mechanical ingenuity he often obtained profitable 
employment at the Cooper and Robinson mills. In 1805 he moved to 
town and built a grist mill for D. C. Cooper at the head of Mill Street. 
He ran it for a few months, but returned to his farm at the close of the 
winter of 1806. 

In 1812 Robert Edgar served as a soldier in a Montgomery County 
company of mounted rangers. His sword, now in the possession of his 
son, John I’. Edgar, is an interesting relic of the war. During his absence, 
the whole burden and responsibilty of the management of the farm and 
their four children rested on his wife, who had the industry, resolution, 
and hopeful courage of the typical pioneer woman. Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
were, from its inauguration in 1800, which he was active in promoting, 
members of the First Presbyterian Church. 

He had a large family, but only five hved beyond childhood. Jane 
Kilen Edgar married Augustus George; Robert Andrew married Cath- 
arine Iddings; Samuel D. marred Minerva Jones; John I’. married Effie 


A. Rogers. 


Mr. Edgar located eighty acres of land in section 83, now the southwest 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Pioneer’s Faculty of Adapting Himsclf to Unacevstomed Surroundings—Temporary 
Protection—Log Cabins—Trees Cut Down-—Scanty Furniture—Pioneer Housekeeping— 
Iilness from Exposure—Scarcity of Cooking Utensils—Wooden, Pewter and Horn 
Dishes and Spoons—No Lamps—Light and Heat from the Open Fire—Cheerful Winter 

_ Evyenings—Searcity of Food—Venison, Game, Wild Birds’ Eggs and Wild Honey—Corn 
the Principal Article of Food—-Varieties of Corn Bread—Difliculty cf Making Meal— 
Substitutes for Mills—Dearness of Provisions Brought froin Cincinnati—Flour Four- 
teen Dollars Per Barre]—Clothes, Moccasins and Harness Made of Deer Skin—Caps of 
Raccoon and Rabbit Skin—Settlers Often Made Their Own Leather—The Pionecer’s 
Dress— Home-made Linen, Flannel and Linseys—-The ‘ Faculty” of the Pioneer 
Women—Pioneers Wholly Dependent on Wach Other for Society and Assistance—Ths 
Latch-String Always Out—Sports, House Raisings, Corn Shuckings, and Log Rollings 
—Quiltings—Weddings—-Early Marriages—The Axe and Rifle Mqually Indispensable— 
Wolves—Hunting, Trapping and Fishing—Settlers on the Town Plat—Names of Streets 
—Boundaries of the Town—Gullies and Ravines—Hazel Thickets Spread Over Nearly 
All the Town-—The Country Thickly Wooded—Three Cabins on Monument Avenue 
Constituted Dayton in 1796—Houses Built Near the River Because It Was Supposed to 
be Navigable—People Usually Drank River Water—Prairics Within the Town—The 
Communal Corn Field West of Wilkinson Street—First Winter Mild and Pleasant— 
Out of Door Work—Dayton the Rallying Place in Case of Danger from IJndians— 
Jerome Holt, D. C. Cooper, and Robert Edgar Arrive—A Good Crop Gathered in 1797— 
The Growth of New Vegetables Eagerly Watched—Contented with Their Situation, 
Poor as lt Was, 


XN 


“HE pioneers had the happy faculty of quickly and cheerfully adapting 
dj themselves to new and uncomfortable surroundings. They were 
skilled in the occupations peculiar to each sex, and soon supplied 
themselves with dwellings and with the bare necessaries of life, though 
they had few tools and little material to work with. 

As a temporary protection from the weather, the men, as soon as 
they arrived at the mouth of Mad River, built with poles against a log or 
bank, three-sided huts or shanties, roofed with skins or bark and open 
towards the fire, which was made outside. Then they began at once to 
fell timber for their log cabins, which were usually a story and a half 
high and contained one room and a loft. A ladder led to the loft, which 
was floored with loose clap-boards. They had clap-board roofs, held 
down by weight-poles, swinging doors on wooden hinges, and wooden 
latches, which were rarely fastened. . 

The chimneys were made of sticks and mud. Wooden pins took the 
place of nails or spikes, which could not be obtained. Often there was 
no floor but the ground, but sometimes puncheons were put down. A 
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piece of greased paper, fastened over an opening cut between the logs, 
served as a window, for they had no glass. The chinks between the 
Jogs and the interior of the chimneys, to prevent their catching fire, were 
daubed with clay; a few wooden pegs and shelves were put up, and the 
house was finished. ‘The paper windows were not fastened in, nor the 
eabins daubed and chinked till winter. Sometimes the eabins remained 
doorless, and windowless, and without being chinked the year round, and 
yet the inmates survived and were healthy. | 

After or before the cabin was built, the trees for some distance 
around were girdled and left to die a slow death, as they interfered with 
the cultivation of the soil and also concealed skulking Indians. Then a 
few acres were grubbed for a corn and potato patch, 

The cabins were seantily furnished with tables, shelves, benches, and 
three-legged stools made of spht slabs, supported by round legs, and 
usually manufactured by the master of the house. The editor of the 
American Pioneer says that “it was absolutely necessary to have three- 
legged stools, as four legs of anything could not all touch the floor at the 
same time.’ Punecheons were not as level and smooth as modern hard 
wood floors. Buckeye-and beechwood were often used for furniture and 
other household articles. In eight or ten years these huts, as they would 
be called at the present day, gave place to comfortable frame or brick 
houses. 

The pioneer women endured many hardships, but the housekeeping, 
sewing, and washing and ironing must have been light. Their ward- 
robes were scanty, and there were no carpets to sweep, no books or 
ornaments to dust, no paint or windows to wash in the small cabin with 
its one room and loft. But they suffered from lack of what we regard as 
the necessaries wd comforts of life, and exposure and miasma, caused by 
the cultivation of the rich, new soil, produced the dreaded ague, which 
made many of them old before their time. But a majority of the pioncers 
lived to an advanced age in the enjoyment of good health. 

Often there were but one or two cooking utensils in the house, but 
these were sufficient to cook the meat and corn bread, and occasional dish 
of fresh vegetables which constituted their meals.  Doddridge, in his 
“Notes on Virginia,” gives the following enumeration of a pioneer’s table 


furniture: “Some old pewter dishes and plates; the rest wooden bowls 


or trenchers, or gourds and hard shelled squashes. A few pewter spoons 
much battered about the edges were to be seen at some tables. The rest 
were made of horn. If knives were searce, the deficiency was made up 
by the scalping knives, which were carried in sheathes suspended from 
the belt of the hunting shirt.” 
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Bear skins spread on the floor were comfortable substitutes in the 
western cabins for rugs, mattresses and blankets. They had no lamps, 
but the hickory log fires lhehted, as well as comfortably warmed, the 
small cabins. ‘lhe open wood fire, with its huge back log, front log and 
central mass of lighter and more combustible fuel, was a work of art, 
which only skillful and experienced hands. could properly construct. 

~The family made a pleasant picture gathered around the glowing 
fire-place in the long winter evenings. The women occupied themselves 
with sewing, knitting, spinning, preparing fruit for drying or cooking, 
and platting straw for hats. An early Dayton paper commends the straw 
bonnets made by a neighboring farmer’s wife. The men busied them- 
selves, we are told by pioneers who wrote of these carly trmes in Ohio, 
stemming or twisting tobacco, shelling corn for the hand-mills, making 
or mending articles for the house or farm, and cleaning guns and running 
bullets. They had plenty of nuts gathered from neighboring trees to 
regale themselves with when they rested from their work. No doubt 
Benjamin Van Cleve and other intelligent Dayton settlers, as is recorded 
of Mr. Williams, of Belmont County, or Mr. Dunham, the Ames pioneer, 
when so fortunate as to obtain a “nourishing book,” read aloud far into 
the night to their industrious famuilhes, the fingers flying all the faster 
because the mind was pleasantly oceapied and entertained, | 

The frontiersman often tired of his steady, though varied diet of 
venison, bear’s meat, rabbits, squirrels, wild turkeys, ducks, geese, quails 
and pheasants, the dainties of the city epicure, but it was a difficult matter 
to procure anything else to eat. Sometimes, when too busy in their 
ficlds and gardens to hunt, they had a hmited supply of even game. 
They had in the season all the wild turkey, goose and duck eggs, gathered 
from nests in the woods, that they needed, and wild honey was found in 
hollow trunks of trees or in the ground at their roots. 

Corn was the priucipal article of food and from it many delicious 
dishes and varieties of bread now seldom scen were made. The making 
of hoe-cake, ash-cake, johnny-cake, dodgers and pone is a lost art since 
the open fire-place gave way to the cooking stove and range, and many 
another wild, woodland flavor vanished with it. Mush eaten with gravy, 
or with bear’s oil, or with maple molasses, or mush and milk, was one of 
the regular articles of diet. Benjamin Van Cleve speaks of the relish 
with which the big pot of mush and milk was eaten, which was all the 
surveyors of Dayton found at Cunningham’s on their arrival there, after 
thirty-four hours of fasting, traveling and surveying. 

It was not easy to get the corn ground into meal in a country where 
no mills had been built. Probably the Daytonians, hke the Marietta peo- 
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ple, sometimes parched it and ground it in large coffee mills. But it was 
usually pounded in a hominy block and then sifted through a sieve. The 
coarse portion was used for hominy and the finer as meal. Sometimes it 
was grated by hand; or it was pounded by a stone pestle attached to a 
spring pole in a stump mortar, which was made by burning a round hole 
in the top of astump. A welcome invention was the hand mill made of 
two stones, twenty inches in diameter. It was worked by a pole in a 
socket, one end of the pole being attached to the floor overhead and the 
other to the edge of the upper stone. One person turned the stone, while 
another fed'ecorn into the “eye.” It took four or five hours to grind 
, 


These mills were 


enough meal to supply a small family for one day. 
afterwards arranged to run by horse power, and wheat was sometimes 
ground in them. The next improvement was small water mills. 

Provisions were dear at Cincinnati, and when settlers could afford to 
purchase them, there was much delay in bringing them up to Dayton, so 
that the supply here was often nearly exhausted. Flour cost $14.00 per 
barrel by the time it reached here, but it was seldom used except in sick- 
ness or on special occasions. ‘The fine crop, which the settlers raised the 
first year, rendered them less dependent on the Cincinnati market. They 
brought horses and cattle with them, and mill was an important part of 
their food. . . 

Clothes, moccasins, and harness were often made of deerskin, and 
caps of the furs of raccoons and rabbits, killed and dressed by the wearers. 
They frequently made their own leather, which, though coarse, was 
durable. Tan bark was easily obtained and. pounded for the tanning 
trough which nearly every family had sunk in the ground on their lot. 

The pioneer’s dress, according to a writer in the American Pioneer, 
usually consisted first of a tow linen shirt and pantaloons manufactured 
by the women of his family. Over this he wore a suit of buckskin, 
consisting of a hunting coat and leggins. The coat was ornamented with 
buckskin fringe down the sleeves, round the collar, cape, belt, and tail, 
and sometimes on all the seams. The leggins, which protected him from 
rattlesnakes, briars, and nettles, and kept out snow and mud, reached a 
little above the knee, and were cut the size and shape of the leg. The 
seams, which as in the coat were two inches and a half wide and sewed 
up on the outside, were cut into fringe. They were buttoned to the 
pantalcons by a strap reaching from the knee to the hip and tied into the 
moccasins at the ankle. The deerskin moccasins neatly fitted the feet. 
Dried oak leaves usually took the place of socks or stockings. A large 
scalping knife in a scabbard was gencrally worn suspended from the belt. 

Soon the pioneers began to raise flax, hemp and wool, which their 
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eapable wives and daughters, who had as much faculty as the typical 
New HEneland woman, spun and wove into tow linen, woolens or mixed 
flannels, linseys, and jeans for clothes and household use. They seldom 
bought dress goods. Every cabin had its spinning wheel and loom. 
Abraham Grassmire, the ingenious Dayton pioneer weaver, assisted the 
settlers to build looms the first or second year after their arrival. The 
women made dye stutis themselves at first, no doubt, from the hulls of 
walnuts and butternuts and from a wild root of a bright yellow color. A 
little later the hunting shirts were probably dyed with indigo or madder 
brought from Cincinnati. 

Isolated from the other settlements by miles of unbroken forests, the 
only road a trail marked by blazed trees or a narrow bridle path, with 
treacherous Indians and wild beasts prowling through the tangled under- 
growth on either side, the inhabitants of frontier places like Dayton were 
dependent on each other for society and for assistance in sickuess and in 
work.. They shared everything. The latch-string was always out. 
Hildreth says of Marietta that the various households in the little com- 
munity were like the nearly related branches of one family, and probably 
this was true of the log cabin hamlet of Dayton. 

The principal amusements of the men were hunting, trapping, shoot- 
ing matches, and the quarter race. Then there were log rollings and 
burnings, house raisings, corn shuckings, and frolies at the sugar camps, 
in which both sexes participated, and which occupied so much of their 
time that their life cannot be deseribed without mentioning them. 

Sometimes nearly the whole winter was spent in rolling logs, and 
when a number of large heaps were made, the men gathered to kindle 
and the women to tend the fires. They often worked half the night, 


making a frolic of necessary labor, and regaling themselves with a hearty 


supper. 


time when the collecting and boiling of sap often continued all night, 
men, women, and children literally camped in the maple groves. 

The line between town and country could not be drawn during the 
earlier years of the history of Dayton. Woods and corn fields spread 
over what are now city streets. 

The elder pioneer women were always specially interested in quiltings. 


Patches of gaudy colors and bizarre patterns were a substitute for the art 


embroidery of their granddaughters. Still more dehghtful than the 
gossipings around the quilting frame and the supper afterwards, to which 
the men were invited, were the wedding festivities, which, according to 
Mr. King, among well-to-do Ohio pioneers, lasted three days. The first 


Sugar camps were correctly named in those days, for in sugaring off 
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day the enests amused themselves with sports of various kinds. The 
second day the marriage ceremony was performed, which was followed 
by the wedding feast, the table groaning under a bountiful supply of 
backwoods dainties. Then came the dance, which lasted till morning. 
The third day was devoted to the infare or house-warming. The bride 
was escorted on horseback to her new home, and “the ride was not unlike 
to that of Canterbury in style.’ The day ended with another merry dance. 
Rough practical jokes were played and there was much boisterous talking 
and laughing. The fun was fast and furious, and unrestrained by the 
ceremonious and punctilious manners of fashionable society. 

The territorial law permitted the marriage “of male persons of the 
age of eighteen years and female persons of the age of fourteen years, 


5Y 
2) 


and not nearer of kin than first cousins.” But it was necessary that 
notice should be ‘given either in writing posted at some conspicuous place 
within the township where the woman resided, or publicly declared on 
two days of pubhe worship. Sometimes a manuscript notice, signed 
D. C. Cooper, Justice of the Peace, for the territory, was tacked to the 
trunk of a prominent forest tree near the road. Early marriages were so 
much the custom that respectable parents saw with approbation young 
daughters who at the present day would be still in the schoolroom 


married to men who were mere boys in age. A girl of fifteen was as 


much a young lady in 1800 as a girl of twenty at the present day. 


Lhe axe and the rifle were equally indispensable to the pioneer, for 
wolves, panthers, and wild cats, as well as Indians, were often trouble- 
some. Packs of wolves sometimes came into the settlement in the day 
time, and they made night hideous with their howls, destroyed stock and 


poultry, and ate up vegetables growing in the eardens. They were 
J? (S) o o o oy 


sometimes shot after dark through the cracks in the cabins. Large 
bounties were paid for scalps. The settler’s rifle was never long out of 
his sight. When in the house, gun, powder horn, and shot pouch hung 
within reach on buck horns fastened on the wall, and were beside being 
useful, about the only decorative articles a cabin contained. 

' Doddridge says that hunting “was an important part of the employ- 
ment of the early settlers of this country. For some years the woods 
supplied them with the greater amount of their subsistence, and with 
regard to some families and certain times, the whole of it; for it was no 
uncommon thing for families to hve several months without a mouthful 
of bread.’ At such times children were taught to call the “Jean venison 
and the breast of the wild turkeys bread, and the flesh of the bear was 
denominated meat.” But the artifice did not succeed very well with 
those who had been brought up in the east, where beef was plenty. 
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e ATiey aio in this way for some time, we Hecate sickly; the a iete 
seemed to be always empty and tormented with a sense of hunger.” “It 
frequently happened that there was no breakfast till it was obtained from 
the woods. Fur and peltry were the people’s money. They had nothing 
else to give in exchange for rifles, salt and iron, on the other side of 
the mountains.” : 

Buffaloes and elk disappeared from the Miami Valley before 1795, 
but the woods in 1797 were still full of deer, bears, wild turkeys, geese, 
ducks, pheasants, aud numerous other edible animals, beside many that 
were both useless and troublesome. Harmless gartersnakes abounded 
and rattlesnakes were oceasionally seen. Large and small animals and 
turkeys were frequently taken in traps for the sake both of the pelts and 
the flesh. The rivers were full of bass, catfish, pickerel, pike, eels and. 
sunfish, which were caught by hook and line and in snares, traps, and nets. 

“Tiunting,” says Doddridge, “was not a mere-ramble in pursuit of 
game, in Which there was ane of skill and calculation.” . “ The whole 
business of the hunter consisted of a succession of intrigues. From 
morning to night he was on the alert to ,gain the wind of his game, and 
approach them without being discovered.” Bear hunting required much 
daring and courage, as well as skill, but was constantly engaged in for 
the sake of obtaining the valuable skins, meat, and oil. 

A. favorite amusement with the first settlers of Dayton was “fire 
hunting, which Curwen thus deseribed:” “The deer came down to the 
river to drink in the evening and sheltered themselves for the night 
under the bushes which grew along the shore. As soon as they were 
quiet, the hunters, in pirogues, paddled slowly up the streain, the steers- 
man holding aloft a burning torch of dried hickory ,bark, by the light of 
which the deer was discovered and fired on. If the shot was successful, 
the party landed, skinned the animal, hung the carcass upon a tree, to be 
brought home in the morning, and then proceeded to hunt more game.” 
The settlers did not bring swine with them, and it was several years before 
“hog and hominy” were substituted for venison. 

The Thompsons, Van Cleves, McClures, George Newcom, his wife 
and brother William, and Abraham Grassmire settled on the town plat 
and the other colonists on neighboring farms. The farming lands for 
two or three miles around the mouth of Mad River were included in the 
Dayton settlement. William Van Cleve moved to his farm south of Day- 
ton in two or three years, and Abraham Grassmire left here before 1803. 

The town plat was divided into two hundred and eighty building 
lots, ninety-nine feet wide and one hundred and ninety-nine deep, and 


reservations were made for markets, schools, churches, and burial grounds. 
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There were also fifty-four ten-acre out-lots east of the present canal basin. 
The town and three of the streets were named for the original proprictors, 
General Dayton, General St. Clair, General Ludlow, and General Wilkin- 
son, who were Federalists, and as a compromise one of the streets was 
ealled Jefferson. 

The town was bounded on the north by Water Street, now Monument 
Avenue; east by Mill Street to Third; thence west to St. Clair Strect; 
thence south to Fifth Street; thence west to Jefferson; thence south to 
South, now Sixth Street; thence along Sixth Street to Ludlow; thence 
north to Fifth; thence eR to Wilkinson, and thence north ‘, Water 
Street. Water, First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, and South strects 
were to run east and west, and cross at right angles Mill, St. Clair, 





‘Jefferson, Main, Ludlow; and Wilkinson streets, which were to run mean 


and south. Water Street, now Monunient Avenue, was immediately 
cleared of trees and brush to the river brink; but over nearly all the rest 
of the town plat spread for several years a dense thicket of hazel bushes 
interspersed with occasional clumps of haw, wild plum, cherry, thorn, 
scrub oak and forest trees. 

A gully about five feet deep extended from near the corner of First 
and Wilkinson streets, crossing Main diagonally at Third Street, to the 
prairie near the corner of Fifth and Brown streets. It was bordered and 
hidden from view by a thick hazel copse. Main Street, which was merely 
a narrow, rough wagon road cut out of the bush from Cincinnati to 
Dayton, must have disappeared at the Third Street crossing in the bottom 
of this gully, coming up and out again on the other side of it. The gully 
was sometimes full of water and difficult to cross, as it served as a natural 
drain for the ground on which Dayton is built; but during the greater 
part of the year it was dry. The First and Wilkinson Street end of the 
gully was not filled up till 1883 

A. deep ravine extended from the head of Mill Street down the course 
of the canal to the river below the foot of Ludlow Street. This was 
counected near Library Park with another ravine, which ran across the 
town from the river at the head of Jefferson Street. 

Forests with a thick undergrowth of vines and bushes, and full of 
wild animals, covered most of the country to the east and southwest and 
the hills to their summits on the south. North of the Miami, the woods 
extended to the river bank, The rich bottom land beyond old Mad River 
was, as in 1795, hidden under a tangled maze of weeds and vines. 
Opposite the Main Street shore of the Miami there was a large island and 
there were three others in Mad River just above its mouth. 

In the spring ef 1796, three cabins on Monument Avenue, between 
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Main and Mill streets, constituted the whole of Dayton. George New- 


‘coms cabin stood on the southwest corner of Main Strect and Monument 


Avenue; Samuel Thompson’s on Monument Avenue, half way between 
Jefferson and St. Clair streets, and Mrs. McClure’s at the corner of 
Monument Avenue and Mill Street. They built their dwellings on 
Water Street lots close to the Miami, because the river was then believed 
to be navigable. They thought that in future years, when they hoped 
that boats laden with produce from their own neighborhood and supplies 
from abroad would be constantly passing up and down the stream, 
property would be more valuable near the Janding than elsewhere. The 
settlers, as a rule, drank river water, though there was a spring 1n a grove 
near the corner of First and Wilkinson streets. 

A prairie extending from First Street to fifth, and from Perry Street 
to the river, was enclosed and cultivated in common by the Daytonians. 
This communal farm, long known as the commons, and where in later 
times cows had free pasturage, excited the imagination of Curwen, whose 
sketch of Dayton is a model of skillful condensation of facts and grace 
of style. “ West of Wilkinson Street,” he says, “was a huge-corn field 
within one common enclosure, where, as in that golden age of the world 
when men Jodged under trees and fed upon acorns, every man was at 
liberty to tii as much of the soil as he chose.” 7 

Between this large enclosure and the three cabins was a small prairie 
which served as a vegetable garden for the hamlet, though most of it was 
also planted with corn. A number of prairies, usually less than half an 
acre in size, lay north of First and west of Willkinson Street, and there 
were five east of St. Clair and south of First Street, separated by small 
tracts of timber. 

The first winter proved mild and pleasant, and beth men and women 
accomplished a good deal of out door work, burning brush, rolling logs 
and clearing ground for cultivation in the spring. During the year the 
settlement was strengthened by a constant stream of emigrants, though 
only two or three settled on the town plat. But dread of Indians, who 
wandered about the country in small bands, prevented any of them from 
locating far from here, for Dayton was the rallying place incase of danger. 

Jerome Holt, Dauicl C. Cooper, and Robert Edgar came this year. 


During the preceding year Mr. Cooper had located one thousand acres of 


* 


choice land near here and in the town. Mr. Cooper built a cabin, which > 


he probably oceupied about two years, at the southeast corner of Monu- 
ment Avenue and Jefferson Street. 
The spring of 1791 was favorable for making maple sugar and 
molasses, and the settlers had also a good crop this year of corn, tobacco, 
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hemp, flax, beans, turnips, pumpkins, and cabbage, while plenty of wild 
grass and fodder were gathered for their stock. The following descrip- 
tion of the eagerness with which settlers welcomed the new vegetables 
after the deprivations of the long hard winter is probably applicable to 
Dayton: “I remember how narrowly the children watched the growth 
of the potato tops, pumpkin and squash vines, hoping from day to day to 
get something to answer in the place of bread. How delicious was the 
taste of the young potatoes when we got them! What a jubilee when 
we were permitted to pull the young corn for roasting ears, still more so, 
when it had acquired sufficient hardness to be made into Johnny cake by 
the aid-of a tin grater. We then became healthy, vigorous, and contented 
with our situation, poor as it was.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


Dayton Township—Small Fees Received by Officials—Taxes in 1798—D. C. Cooper, Justice 
of the Peace from 1799-1803—Newcom’s Tavern—The Tavern Used as the First Court 
House and Jail—First Store—Newcom’s Corner, the Business Center of Dayton—A 
Typical Frontier Tavern—Dayton Contained Nine Dwellings in 1799—Several Roads 
Oponed—Monument Avenue Cleared—Main Street a Narrow Wagon Road—Settlements 
Few and lar Between—Hardships of Pioncser Life—Indiah War Apprehended—Block 
House Built—School Opened in the Block House—First Distillery Started—Cooper’s 
Saw Mill—Corn Cracker— Hogs Introduced—Feed on Mast—Attacked by Wild Animals 
—First Fiat Boat Launched—Sheep Introduced—Cost of Groceries at Cincinnati— Little 
Money in Circulation—Business Conducted by Barter--Value of Different Kinds of 
Skins—Cut Money—McDougal’s Store—Trade with the Indians—First Child Born in 
Dayton—Taxation in 1800—lirst Wedding—Census in 1801—First Minister—Methodists 
—Presbyterians— Log Meeting House-—- First Grave Yard—Jobn W. Van Cleye’s 
Description of Dayton in 1805—Presbyterians Worship in Newcom’s and McCullum’s 
Taverns— Worship in tne Court House--lirst Brick Presbyterian Church—Rev. James 
Welsh, First Pastor—William King—John H, ‘Williams. 





Y\AYTON was originally in Hamilton County, out of which several 
\) other counties were afterward carved. Dayton Township was formed 
in the winter of 1796-1797. It was of great size, and included the whole 
of what are now Wayne, Mad River and Van Buren townships, and parts 
of Washington and Miami townships; and also other territory at present 
in Montgomery, Greene, Clarke, Champaign, Logan and Shelby counties. 

The county commissioners and township assessors jointly controlled 
the expenditures of the township, but made regular reports to the county 
court and met yearly as a court of appeals to hear objections against 
assessments. 

Until the appointment of a justice of the peace in 1799, Dayton had 
no government but that administered by these county and township 
officers, whose chief duty was assessing and collecting taxes. 

The fees of the township officials were not extravagant. An order 
of the county commissioners which has been preserved, directed the 
treasurer of Hannlton County to pay James Brady five dollars and 
twenty cents out of the first moneys that came into his hands, “the same 
being his perquisites in full as assessor for the township of Dayton in the 
yen L197. 
received one dollar and ninety cents, to which by law he was entitled, 


PP] 


This year Cyrus Osborn, constable of Dayton Township, 


“for his trouble and attention in executing the commissioners’ warrant 
for ascertaining the taxable property.” Ile also received “fifty cents for 
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one quire of paper used in the aforesaid business.” The commissioners 
each received seven dollars and fifty. cents in 1797, and the county 
expended for stationery fourteen dollars and thirty-four cents. 

The officers appointed in Dayton Township in 1798 were James 
Thompson, constable; Daniel C. Cooper, assessor; George Newcom, 
collector. Mr. Cooper’s fees were seven dollars and twenty-one cents. 

The rates of valuation for taxes for 1798 were fixed by the cominis- 
sioners. Jt would seem that in the valuation of property for taxation no 
regard was paid to the quality of the article or animal; a good or poor 
house, a fine or indifferent horse, and so on, paid the same tax. | 

Single men, with no property, were taxed one dollar; cleared land 
(valuation for taxation) per acre at twenty dollars; cattle per head, six- 
teen dollars; horses, seventy-five dollars; cabins, twenty dollars; houses, 
six hundred dollars; grist mills and saw mulls, each six hundred dollars; 
boats, two hundred dollars; ferries, one thousand dollars. There were 
one hundred and thirty eight tax-payers in the township, and the total 
amount raised for the year was one hundred and eighty-six dollars, 
sixty-six and a half cents. 

Twenty-two tax-payers lived in the village and its immediate vicinity 
in 1798, and the total amount of taxes paid by them was twenty-nine 
dollars and seventy-four cents. 

In 1799 Samuel Thompson was made constable; John McGrew, 
assessor; John Ewing, collector, in Dayton Township. The assessments 
amounted to two hundred and thirty-three dollars and seventy-two cents, 
and two hundred and twenty-four dollars were collected. 

Mr. Cooper was made justice of the peace for the township. He 
tried his first case October 4,1799. It was a suit for eight dollars brought 
by Abram Richardson against George Kirkendall. The total costs were 
thirty-three cents; entering judgment, ten cents; summons, ten cents; 
subpena, thirteen cents. “ Defendant stayed collection with John Casey 
on the bond.” The next case was a suit for six dollars and seventy-cight 
cents, brought by John Casey, Kirkendall’s bondsman, against Matthew 
Bohn. The squire’s decision was as follows: ‘From the circumstances 
in the case, it appears that there is really no cause for action, and plaintitl 


is taxed with the costs, viz.: summons, ten cents; entering judgment, 
twenty cents; satisfied.” 

Another smut for seven dollars and sixty-six cents due for fur was 
brought by Winetowah, a Shawnee Indian, against Ephraim Lawrence. 
Lawrence was ordered to pay. Winetowah one dollar and twenty-one 
cents and costs. The squire’s last record was made May 1, 1803. Mr. 
Cooper tried one hundred and eighteen cases during this period of three 
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years and seven months. One hundred of thein were certified as settled, 
the rest as “satisfied.” 

Neweonns, tavern the first im, the, Miomi..valley, north of, ort 
Hamilton, was built in the winter of 1798-1799. It stood on the south- 
west corner of Main Street and Monument Avenue; was two stories high 
and built of hewn logs, and was the largest and best house in the hamlet 
and in all the country for miles around. This building, now covered with 
weather boards, though the logs are as sound as when cut ninety years 
ago, still stands on the site where it was originally placed, and is oecupied 
asa grocery and dwelling. Lime was probably made for the first time this 
year from stones gathered from the bed of the river and piled on a huge 
log fire which took the place of.a kiln. _ Newcom’s tavern. was, it is 
supposed, the first house in Dayton that was chinked and plastered with 
lime mortar. A wondering country boy, on his return from the village, 
reported to his astonished family that “Colonel Newcom was plastering 
his house inside with flour.” | 

The southwest corner of Main Strect and Monument Avenue was the 
business centre of Dayton Township for five or six years. At Newcom’s 
tavern was opened the first store, and it was also the first court house 
and jail, and at one time the Presbyterians held their Sunday ‘services 
there. It was a typical frontier tavern, the host and hostess doing with 
their own hands the work of the house and of the Jog stable at the back 
end of the lot; taking travelers into their family and making literal guests 
of them. All travelers on horseback, on foot or in wagons; prospectors 
hunting for lands, emigrants, and farmers and their famihes in town for 
the day, stopped at Newcom’s to eat and sleep; to shop; attend to law 
business; get a drink from the only well in the township or a glass of 
whisky, or to rest and gossip round the roaring !og fire, where the 
villagers loved to gather. If a crowd was possible in so small a hamlet, 
if assembled on the southwest corner of Main Street and Monument 
Avenue, perhaps when court was in session, as in 1803; or when there 
was a mecting to organize for defense against the Indians or to attend to 
religious or political business. 

The extreme and long continued cold and deep snows of February, 
1799, caused much suffering in the scttlement to animals and increased 
the labors and anxicties of the people. 

On the first of April, 1799, when Dayton was three years old, the 
town contained nine cabins—six on Monument Avenue, one of them 
Newcom’s tavern; two on First Street and one on the corner of Fifth 
and Main streets. Beside the four built in 1796, there was George West- 
fall’s cabin on the southeast corner of Main and the alley between J irst 
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and Monument Avenue, and Paul D. Butler’s on Monument Avenue, 
near Main Street. John Wilhams, who was a farmer, had a cabin on the 
southeast corner of Monument Avenue and Willsinson Street. Thomas 
Arnett, a shoemaker, hved on the northwest corner of First and Ludlow 
streets, and John Welsh, a substantial farmer, on the southeast corner of 
Fifth and Main streets, a long distanee through the woods and brush 
from the others. Daniel C. Cooper’s cabin on the southeast corner of 
Monument Avenue and Jeflerson Street was empty. For a time General 
Brown, who greatly distinguished himself in the War of 1812, had kept 
bachelor’s hall there, but he no longer lived in Dayton. 

Monument Avenue was now open to its present width. A narrow 
wagon road Jed out of Main Street through Franklin and Uamilton to 
Cincinnati. Another beginning at the eastern end of Monument Avenue, 
namely at Mill Street, extended up Mad River by Hamer’s farm to 
Demint’s and Merecer’s Stations, now Fairfield and Springfield. Into this 
road a little beyond the east line of town came a road running from what 
is now the northwest corner of First and Ludlow streets, along where 
First Strect now is. Another road erdssing Mad River at its old channel 
nearly opposite Webster Street, led to Livingston, Staunton, and Piqua. 
At. first the only routes through the woods were trails marked by blazed 
trees. These were followed by narrow bridle paths worn by frequent 
passing, which were afterwards widened so that a single wagon could pass 
over them. 

The nearest settlements to the northeast of Dayton in 1799 were 
Chribb’s Station, settled three years before in the forks of Mad River; 
Merecer’s and Demint’s stations and MePherson’s Station, near Urbana. 
There were two or three families at Livingston at the mouth of Toney 
Creek in Miami County. Staunton was asmall place near Troy. A few 
people lived at Piqua aud at, Lorimie’s store, sixteen miles northwest of 
Sidney, which was the frontier settlement in that direction. Cincinnati, 
Hamilton and Franklin were very small villages. | 

At the corner of Warren-and Main streets was a sign board, which 
read, “One half mile to Dayton.” People living here reported that “the 
country was thickly settled and emigration to it rapid,” yet there was no 
blacksmith living within twenty miles of Dayton. There was no clearing 
between Thomas Davis’ cabin on the Bluffs and Ilole’s Station, now 
Miamisburg, where near the old block house and stockade there was one 
solitary cabin. The good home missionary, Kobler, preached at. this 
“old fortress” in 1798 “to a small congregation, consisting chiefly of the 
few families that lived at the fort.’ On inquiry he found “that this 
fortress was on the frontier and no settlement around or near them.” 
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Mr. Kkobler was ee “te shortly iifcean ards, and he wrote: “To travel 
and preach was impossible; and to he sick at any of the houses in these 
parts would be choosing death; as it is next to impossible for a well man 
to get food or sustenance, much more for one prostrate on a bed of 
sickness.” He traveled fifty miles before he reached a place where an 
invahd could stay with any degree of comfort, a statement which- may 
help ‘us’ to realize the hardships: of pioneer hfe. «; An invalid.-traveler 
would have fared badly in a cabin of one room and a loft, occupied by a 
large family, hospitable and unselfish as the pioneers usually were. 

During the summer of 1799, an Indian war was apprehended. Ben- 
jamin Van Cleve makes the following allusion to the threatened hostilities 
in his journal: “In July and August the Indians were counciling and 
evinced an unfriendly disposition. The British traders and French 
among them had made them dissatisfied with the cession of their lands 
and with the boundaries, and block houses were built at Dayton and -all 
through the country, and the people became considerably alarmed.” 

The Dayton block house was large, built of round logs and with a 
projecting upper story, so constructed that the occupants might guard 
against the lower part of the building being set on fire by the savages 
It stood on the Main Street bank of the Miami. The threatened sittacle 
did not come, but the men were all armed and ready to take refuge with 
their farniles in the block house in case of an alarm. 

It was never used as a fort, but was converted into a school house 
where Benjamin Van Cleve, the first Dayton school-master, taught the 
pioneer children reading, spelling, writing, and arithmetic. The lower 


story was occupied by the school. The room was like those in their bare, 


rough cabin homes, very primitive. Books were scarce and it is said that 
the alphabet and spelling were taught from large charts prepared by the 
master. If so; they were beautifully executed, for Benjamin Van Cleve’s 
penmanship was a model of neatness and elegance. 

The master says in his journal for 1799-1800: “On the Ist of Septem- 


ber I commenced teaching a small school.. I had reserved time to gather 


my corn and kept school until the last of October.” Je got in his corn, 
of which he had an excellent crop, the first week in November. Je then 
went to Cincinnati to assist the clerk of the house of representatives of 
the first Territorial legislature, so that vacation lasted several weeks after 
the corn was safely housed. The assembly adjourned a few weeks before 
Christmas, and he returned to Dayton — “kept school about three 
months longer.” 

Whisky, which was regarded as the “solace and clixir of hfe,” and 
freely drunk without any qualms of conscience by the most religious 
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people in 1799, was very expensive rales rowel here from Cineinnati. 
In August, Daniel C. Cooper advertised in the Western Spy, published at 
Cincinnati, for an experienced distiller, “offering Jim good encourage- 
ment.” In, the, fall, he, started..a idistillery;,and'soon afterwards built a 
paddle-wheel. saw mill) and ja tub) mill} or corm ‘cracker, run by water 
power on a ercek called Rubicon, which runs through the Patterson 
farm, just outside the present city limits. The cabin in which he hved 
till 1804 stood near his mills. | | 

The “corn cracker” is thus described in the Ilistory of Montgomery 
County. “Jour posts were set in the ground, about four feet apart, two 
on each side of the creek, forming a square; the posts stood four feet 
above ground, and on top of them was a puncheon floor, and on that a 
small pair of buhrs were set. To the perpendicular shaft the ‘runner’ 
was attached; the shaft passed through the bedstone, and at the lower 
end was the horizontal tub wheel. Four forks were planted to hold the 
poles on which were Jaid the clap-board roof to keep the rain ont of the 
hopper. The sides of the mill were not inclosed.”” Rude and primitive 
as this mill was, settlers came to it from nearly the whole of the Miami 
Valley and from up Mad River as far as Springheld. He “obtained all 
the custom of town, and tools toll from the Trojans and Pequods.” 

About 1800 a small overshot mill was built in Mad River Township, 
on MeConnell’s Creek. After this date, mills improved and increased 
in number. Taaneeroie or granite boulders furnished material for bubrs, 
and millers generally made their own. 

This. year (1799) Mr. Cooper began to raise hogs on his farm. They 
had not before been imtroduced. They fattened rapidly in the woods on 
the great quantity of acorns and beech nuts, which they found there. 
The nuts that furnished nutritious food for the hogs were not a blessing 
without alloy. The unusual amount of mast which ripened in 1801 
and 1802 attracted immense flocks of wild turkeys to the settlement. 
They did not confine themselves to the forest, bat alighted in fiélds 
and gardens, destroying the growing corn and eating such quantities 
as it matured, that, to save the crop, it was necessary to gather it 
very early. 

The hogs were hunted in the fall and shot swith rifles, for they 
became very wild and savage, and went in droves. Experience taught 
them to defend themselves from the wolves, and to protect their pigs by 
making a circle around them. They sometimes tore a wolf to pieces 
with their tusks. When pigs were kept in pens, they were roofed with 
heavy logs to exclude the wolves. Woildeats and panthers also attacked 
hogs. Panthers were so strong that they could carry a hog for ‘a long 
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distance, through deep snow, into the woods. One day a man heard a 
aietinvarics among his hogs, which he kept on the north side of the river, 
opposite Ludiow Street, and crossed over in a canoe to see what was the 
matter. While looking about, he heard something fall to the ground 
under a leaning tree, which proved to be a dead hog dropped by a 


panther. The animal came down the tree and disappeared in the woods 


without attacking the man. 
The first flatboat was launched iu the winter of 1799, near McDon- 
nell’s Creek by David Lowry. It was loaded’in Dayton with grain, pelts, 


‘and five hundred venison hams, and when the spring freshet. raised the 


river, started on the two months’ trip to New Orleans. The voyage was 
safely accomplished. Lowry sold his cargo and boat and retur: 1ed home 
on horseback. Many Ohio men laid the foundations of their fortunes by 
taking a flat boat load of provisions south. 

In 1800 sheep were introduced. They were difficult to raise, as they 
were unable to protect themselves against wolves. It was necessary to 
shut them up securely at might and to keep constant guard over them 
when pasturing. NG 

J’or the first three or four years the settlers had purchased all their 
flour, groceries, dry goods, hardware, and whisky, and most of their 
eorn meal in Cincinnati. They were usually brought on pack horses. It 
was a long journey of nearly a week over a rough road, or of ten days if 
the traveler came by boat. 

The charge for transportation was two dollars and fifty cents per 
hundred weight. Flour was nine dollars a barrel, and it cost five dollars 
to bring a barrel to Dayton. Corn was one dollar per bushel. The fol- 
lowing list of Cincinnati prices in 1799 bas been nresenyed, American 
merchants had 1ot yet learned to use the United States curreney, and 
their charges were in pounds, shillings, and pence. Imperial tea, tw ent - 
two shillings six pence per pound; Ilyson, sixteen shillings ten pence 
loaf sugar, four shillings; flour, cighteen shillings ten pence per one 
hundred pounds; pork, eighteen shillings nine pence; beef, twenty-two 
shillings six pence; wheat, five shillings; rye, three shillings; corn, one 
shilling ten pence per one hundred pounds. 

There was’ little money in cirenlation, and bieesad in the Northwest 
Territory was chiefly conducted by the barter of articles that were easily 
transported on pack horses, such as ginseng, peltries, and bees-wax, which 
had fixed values. A muskrat skin passed for twenty-five cents; a buck- 
skin, for a dollar; a doe skin, for one dollar and fifty cents; a bear skin, 
from three to five dollars. The price of a pair of cotton stockings was 
a buckskin; a yard of calico cost two muskrat skins; a set of knives and 
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forks, a bear skin; a yard of shirting, a doe skin; a pair of moccasins, a 
eoon skin or thirty-seven and a half cents. 

The want of small change led the pioneers of the Olio valley to 
invent what was called cut money or sharp shins. They eut small coins, 
chiefly Spanish, into quarters and circulated them as readily as money 
that had not been tampered with. 

The first four years Dayton traders found difficulty in disposing of 
their peltries, as there was no store nearer than Cincinnati or Hamilton, 
where Henry Brown had opened a trading house in 1795. 

In*the fall. of 1800 the first: store was ‘opened ‘in Dayton by Mr. 
McDougal, of Detroit, in a room in the second story of Newecom’s tavern. 
This store was a great convenience to the settlement and to the people 
for forty miles around. The Indians came in the spring in small parties, 
five or six in each, to trade with McDougal, exchanging their furs, skins, 
fish, game, wild honey, and maple sugar for his powder, blankets, 
whisky, dry goods, and trinkets. 

The Indians were, as a rule, drunken, worthless, and dishonest, and 
were often noisy and troublesome. They had a-great deal of curiosity 
and the disagreeable habit of unceremoniously walking in and about the 
cabins, peering into chests and cupboards, and, if not watched, they 
appropriated any article they fancied. 

April 14, 1800, occurred an event of some importance to the 
villagers, the birth at her father’s tavern of Jane Newecom, said to have 
been the first child born in’ Dayton, though others have claimed that 
honor; as for instance, Dayton Hamer, born December 9, 1796, on his 
father’s farm, three miles from Dayton; and Jane Edgar, who married 
Augustus George, and who was born November 24, 1800, on her father’s 
farm, part of which is now within the corporation. Jane Newcom 
married Nathaniel Wilson. She died at the residence of her daughter, 
Mrs. Josiah Gebhart, April 5, 1874. 

July 14, 1800, Jerome Holt was appointed township constable. Mr. 
Holt was directed to make a list of the free male inhabitants who were 


twenty-one years of age and over. His pay for this work was nineteen 


dollars and fifty cents. The taxation this year was at the rate of forty 
cents on cach one hundred dollars valuation for houses, mills and other 
buildings; forty cents for each horse; ten cents for cattle; fifty cents to 
two dollars: for young or single men; one dollar each for bond. servants. 

The first wedding in the Dayton settlement occurred August 28, 
1800. Benjamin Van Cleve was married on that day to Mary Whitten 
at her father’s house, on his farm near Dayton. In Mr. Van Cleve’s 
journal oceurs this quaint record of the event: “This year I raised a crop 
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of corn and determined on settling myself and having a‘-home. I accord- 
ingly, on the 28th of August, Married Mary Whitten, daughter of John 
Whitten, near Dayton. She was young, lively, industrious, and ingenuous. 
My property was a horse creature and a few farming utensils, and her 
father gave her a few household or kitchen utensils, so that we could 
make shift to cook our provisions; a bed, a cow and heifer, a ewe and 
two lambs, a sow and pigs, and a saddle and spinning wheel. I had corn 
and vegetables growing, so that if we were not rich, we had sufficient for 
our immediate wants and we were contented and happy.” 

In 1801 Benjamin Van Cleve was appointed county surveyor. He was 
also lister for Dayton Township. Tle reccived nineteen dollars and fifty 
cents for his work, of which he made the following record in his diary: 


«This year I took in the returns of taxable property in Dayton Township 


which was all the Miami country.from the fourth range upwards. The 
number of free males over twenty-one years old, between the two Miamis 
from the south line of the township to the heads of Mad River and the 
Great Miann, was three hundred and eighty-two, east of the Little Miami 
less than twenty.” The danger of attacks from Indians as well as the need 
of men to clear lands made it as desirable to know the number of men in 
the township capable of bearing arms or wielding an‘axe as to learn the 
names and the value of the property of tax-payers. VThe township taxes 
for this year amounted to five hundred and fifty-six dollars and sixty-two 
and a half cents, which was an increase of three hundred and twenty 
dollars and ninety cents since 1799. 

The first minister who preached in the settlement, was Rev. John 
Kobler, of the Methodist Church. Me delivered four sermons in Dayton, 
which he deseribes in his journal for 1798 as “a little village by that 
name on the bank of the Big Miami,” containing a few log houses and 
eight or ten families. He held his first service here on Sunday, August 
12th, and several of the little company assembled to hear him, were much 
affected by his exhortations. He organized a class of eight members, of 
which he made William Ifamer leader. Mr. Hamer was a Methodist 
local preacher, and had held Sunday services at his cabin, three miles up 
Mad River or in the woods surrounding it, ever since his arrival in 1796. 
During 1797 a class had met regularly at his house. 

Mr. Kobler’s second sermon at Dayton was preached on Sunday, 
August 26th, “to all the people which town and country could afford, 
which were but few at best.” January 1, 1799, he “ preached at Dayton 
to a mixed company of traders from Detroit, some Indians, French, and 
English,” from the appropriate text, “In every nation he that feareth God 
and worketh righteousness.is accepted of him.” Le spoke so forcibly on 
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stood aghast as if they would take to their heels.” April 2d he preached 
in Dayton for the last time to all the people of the village and surround- 
ing farms. Ile considered the township a promising missionary field. 

In 1805 the Methodists, for the first time, had regular preaching. 
At that date, Abraham Amos and John Meck were assigned to preach 
here alternately. Before this, they had occasional services in the log 
meeting-house or elsewhere, when some minister of their denomination 
visited the village. The first class-meeting held in town met at the house 
of Aaron Baker. - No protracted or camp-meetings were held bere earlier 
than 1817. : 

In the fall of 1799, and during the following winter, the Presbyterians 
held their meetings in the block house, at the head of Main Street. 
Previously, they occasionally met for public worship at each other’s 
eabins. Rev. John Thomson, of Kentucky, preached here several times 
in 1800, and oceasionally for several years afterward. Rev. James Kem- 
per also preached in Dayton once in 1800. 

In the spring of 1800 the people’ of the Dayton settlement, both in 
and out of town, united in getting out logs and building a cabin for a 
Presbyterian meeting-house at the corner of Main and Third streets. Lots 
numbers 133 and 134 had been given by Mr. Cooper to the Presbyterian 
Church, and as was customary at that day the ground surrounding the 
church was used as a burial ground. 

— The log cabin meeting-house was eighteen by twenty fect in size, 
seven logs high, and raised two feet from the ground by pieces of log 
placed upright under each corner of the floor. It was neither chinked 
with chips nor daubed with yellow clay, and had no windows. The 
cracks between the logs admitted more than enough air and probably 
sufficient light. The seats and door-steps were logs, and the floor was 
made of rough puncheons. The clapboard roof was secured by weight 
poles. It was hidden from the view of passers-by on Main Street by 
thick copse of hazel bushes and small trees, among which wound the 
narrow path through the graveyard, by which it was approached. 

The Presbyterian Society was organized by Presbytery in 1800-1801. 
Rev. William Robinson, who lived three miles up Mad River and owned 
a mill there by which he supported himself, supphed the Dayton and 

3eulah congregations, the latter at Beavertown, as frequently as possible. 
These societies were really one church, andthe Beavertown branch soon 
ceased to have a separate existence. 

In 1805 the log meeting house was sold for twenty-two dollars, which 
went into a building fund for a new Presbyterian church. The.same 
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year a graveyard, donated by Mr. Cooper, containing four acres of 
ground, was opened further from the center of town, on the south side 
of Sixth Street, between Ludlow and Wilkinson. The graveyard was 
divided into three parts—equal portions being given to the Presbyterian 
church, the Methodist church, and the town of Dayton. In September, 
1815, the graveyard on the corner of Main and Third streets was platted 


~and sold at public auction by the trustees of the Presbyterian church. 


The remains of the pioneers were not removed from their first resting 
place, and there under the banks and stores crected on that busy square, 
“the bones of such of ‘the forefathers. of the hamlet’ as escaped the 
exhuming spade of cellar diggers, repose.” i 

John W. Van Cleve, who had seen Dayton change from a wilderness 
to a thriving town of 4,000 inhabitants, in a lecture delivered in 1833, 
gives the following description of his native place in 1800-1805: “ While 
the inhabitants all, lived on the river bank, it was no uncommon thing 
for strangers, on coming into the place after threading their way through 
the brush until they had passed through the whole town plat from one 
extremity to the other, and arrived at the first few of the cabins that 
constituted the settlement, to inquire how far it was to Dayton. They 
were of course informed that they had just passed through it and arrived 
in the suburbs. The fact seemed rather ridiculous, and it was. very 
natural for them to think that the projectors of the town had calculated 
much too largely in laying it out upon so extensive a scale. The inhab- 


itants themselves indeed partook of the same opinion. The lots on the 


east side of Main Street, opposite the court house, were considered so far 
out of the way that it was not thought probable that the town would 
extend much beyond them, and they were accordingly appropriated for a 
graveyard, and remained so till 1805, when the present burying ground 
fon Sixth Strect ] was selected, which has been used by the town and 
country ever since.” | | 

The part of the Sixth Street graveyard belonging to the Presbyterians 
was not improved till September, 1816, when it was cleared, fenced, sown 
with grass seed, and the lots offered for sale for burial purposes at the 
court house, the Main Street lots being sold by the trustees of the church 
at the same time and place for residences or business houses. : 

For the next year or two after the log mecting-house was sold, the 
Presbyterians held their services at Newcom’s log tavern, or at McCullum’s 
new brick tavern, at the southwest corner of Main and Second streets, 
removing in 1806 to the new court house, on the corner of Main and 
Third streets. Here they remained until they had completed their first 


brick church, on Ludlow and Second streets, in 1817. They had loaned 
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the county commissioners four tiuaaned and twelve dolly on panaition 
that they should be permitted to worship in the court house. The new 
church was a two-story building, forty-two by fifty feet, with a gallery on 
three sides of the room. The lot on which it was built cost five hundred 
dollars. The pews were sold October 4, 1817, bringing a total amount of 
two thousand, nine hundred and eighty dollars. Their first settled minister 
was Rev. James Welsh, M. D., who came in 1805 and remained till 1817. 
During the period treated of in this chapter, two important accessions 
were made to the settlement. William King and John H. Williams 
entered and settled on land just west of the Miami River, parts of which 
are now included in that portion of Dayton known as Miami City. 
Wilham Ising, dissatisied with IXentucky on account of slavery, 
emigrated from that state to this vicinity in 1801. Tle was a remarkable 
man, distinguished for his strong convictions and his conscientious deter- 


mination to carry them out at whatever cost. He was for many years an 


elder in the First Presbyterian church, and bad something of the Patlitn 


and Covenanter in his composition. He lived to a great old age, lacking 
at his death but three months of being one humered years old. . His 
family consisted of three sons and two daughters. is two elder sons, 
John and Victor, removed to Madison, Indiana, where they held positions 
of honor and isenath ae Samuel married Mary C., the daughter of 
John H. Wilhams, and both he and his wife were for many years hgehly 
esteemed and useful. Jane married David Osborn. 

John Ii. Wilhams came in 1802, and was during his residence here 
an honored and highly esteemed citizen. His descendants are numerous 
and have held prominent positions in the community. The children 
by his’ urst. wite. were: James ‘Gockard; Mary *Carothers, married 
Samuel King; Sarah, married William Boal; Lucinda, married Scott 
Douglas; Herbert S.; Susan, married Ilenry Stoddard; Anna, married 
first Jeptha Regans, married second James R. Wallace; Samuel; Hliza- 
beth, married James Wallace. Eliza Jane, daughter by his sy wife, 
married Charles Sherman. Frances Taylor, daughter by his third 


wife, married Dr. C. O. Waters. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Growth and Improvement—John Cleves Syinmes Unable to Fulfill His Engagements— 
- Settlers in Danger of Losing Lands-—New Settlers Decline to Come—Unsatisfactory 
Preemption Law—Law of 1801-—-Settlers Enter Lands—Land Office Opened—Original 
Proprietors Relinguish Their Claims—D. C. Cooper Titular Proprietor of Dayton— 
Petition Presented to Convress by Settlers-—Satisfactory Titles Secured—Cooper’s New 
Town Plat—Donations of Lots for Public Use-—Only Five Families in Town—First 
lilection of Dayton Township-—-Formation of Montgomery County-—Dayton the County 
Seat—Virst County Court—Opening of Court Attracts s Large Crowd—-Cases Tried— 
Unusual Fines—Punishment by the Lash—-Prisoners Confined in an Old Well in 
Newcom’s Tavern Yard—Indian Prisoners—Virst Election in Dayton for Member of 
Congress—First County Commissioners Elected—Main Street Cleared to Warren Street 
—Gully, Corner of Main and Third, Filled with Logs—Mr. Cooper’s Elegant Mansion 
of Hewn Logs—Henry Brown’s Frame Store—Only Store in 1804—Henry Brown—His 
Sons— Col], Charles Anderson — Cooper’s Saw and Grist Mills — Cooper’s Carding 
Machine—First Jail Built of Round Logs—Benjamin Van Cleve First Postmaster— 
Post-oftice in 1505-1821—Post Riders—Postage. 


OLN CLEVES SYMMES was unable to complete his payments, and 

the lands purchased from him by St. Clair, Wilkinson, Dayton, and 
Ludlow reverted to the government. The settlers had expected to receive 
their titles through St. Clair and his associates, the assignees of Symmes, 
and his failure to fulfill his contract occasioned them much anxiety and 
annoyance. They were in danger of losing the labor of months as well 
as their land and improvements. For the sake of providing homes for 
their families, they had expended the little money they had, and encoun- 
tered the many difficulties, privations, and dangers of life in a frontier 
settlement, and now it seemed probable that they would lose what they 
had ventured into the wilderness to gain. Nothing seemed in store for 
them but loss and disappoimtment. The prospect was very gloomy. 
New settlers could not be induced to come, while affairs were in this 
discouraging and unsettled state, and many of the old settlers became 
disheartened and removed to other places. Those who came from 1801 
to 1804 were glad to take possession of their abandoned clearings and 
thus save much time and work. 

After matters had remained in this state for some time, a law, on the 
petition of the settlers, was passed by congress March 2, 1799, for their 
relief. It gave to any person having a contract in writing with John 
Cleves Symmes previous to the Ist of April, 1797, for the purchase of 
lands between the Miami rivers, not included in his patent, the privilege 
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12 . HISTORY OF DAYTON. 
of purchasing lands from the United States at two dollars per acre, the 
money to be paid in three annual installments. The law did not afford 
sufficient relief, and only three or four persons entered: land under it. 
Symmes’ patent included the lands he was able to pay for, and the 
government took back the rest of his purchase between the Miamis. 

A new preémption law was passed March 8, 1801. All persons who 
had made payments of money for Jands, or had contracts with Symmes 
or his associates, were granted the privilege of purchasing from the 


goverument at two dollars an acre, and longer time was given for sub- 
stantiating claims and making payments. The claimants were obliged to 
pay surveyor’s fees and some other incidental expenses. Both Symmes 
and St. Clair and his associates had paid two thirds of a dollar per acre 
for land, and the settlers of Dayton had bought at a small advance on 
that sum. But probably none of them had paid as much as two dollars per 
acre, and while, as they could not otherwise secure a title to their land, 
they were glad to avail themselves of the provisions of the preémption 
law, they would have been in a better position if the terms of their 
contract with the original proprietors of Dayton could have been fulfilled. 
They were obliged to pay two dollars per acre to the government for the 
lots and in-lots received as donations on November 4, 1795. 

As soon as the law of 1801 was passed a land ofiice was opened at 
Cincinnati, and commissioners were appointed to examine claims and 
issue certificates. Now that these difficulties were in a fair way towards 
settlement, the prosperity of the town was assured. | 

The original proprietors of Dayton had become disheartened and 
determined, instead of entering their land, to relinquish their claims to 
the seventh and eighth ranges. Benjamin Van Cleve, in his journal for 
1801, says: “Mr. Ludlow, who was one of the proprietors and agent 
for them, informed me that they relinquished their claim on account of 
the rising price; that they could not afford to give two dollars per acre, 


~and he made this known to the commissioners, as well as to the settlers, 


and aided them in supporting their claims.” 

It was at this time that Danicl C. Cooper became titular proprietor of 
the town by purchase of preémption rights, agreement with settlers, and 
by friendly congressional legislation. The negotiations required much 
patience on both sides, and many months elapsed before the arrangements 
for the transfer were completed. 

Probably about 1803 the following paper was drawn up, which is 
interesting reading, because it gives a graphie account of the many 
difficulties which the petitioners encountered in making a new settlement 


“so far in a wilderness country;” their sufferings from lack of provisions, 
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the first year, and resented in various ways their intrusion on their, 
hunting grounds. It is well worth reading through, which cannot be 


said of the majority of such documents: 


“To the Lonorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 


in Congress Assembled; 

«The petition of the first settlers at Dayton and Mercer’s Station, in 
Montgomery and Greene counties, Ohio, respectfully sheweth: That the 
TYonorable Judge Symines having made a relinquishment of bis claim 
to a certain tract of lands lying between the Miami rivers, to Governor 
St. Clair, General Wilkinson, Jonathan Dayton, and Israel Ludlow, 
Hsquires, the said lands being all the seventh and ciglith ranges of 
townships cast of Mad liver; in order to form settlements on the same 
and augment its value, the proprietors offered certain gratuities and priv- 
ileges to such as might engage to become first settlers, which are contained 
in the articles accompanying the petition. 

“On the 5th of November, 1795, forty-six persons engaged to become 
settlers at Dayton, but from the many difficulties in forming a new 
settlement so far in a wilderness country, only fifteen of these came 
forward, with four others, making nineteen in all. -From the threats 


and ill treatment of the savages to the people of Mercer’s Station, it was 


at once evacuated, and at several times-Mr. Mercer, with two brothers, 


-maintained the station at the risk of their lives. ‘These settlements were 


formed by your petitioners a few months after the treaty of Greenville, 
when we had not faith in the friendship of the savages. Our settlement 
was immediately on their hunting grounds. We were not able to keep 
a horse amongst us during the first season by reason of their stealing. 
The scarcity of provisions had raised flour to nine dollars a barrel, and 


other articles in proportion, which we had to transport fifty miles through 


n wilderness, clearing roads, ete. Under all these and many.more diffi- 
culties we labored, 1n hopes of obtaining our lands at alow rate and the 
small gratuity: offered. Several of your petitioners have not been able to 
procure any land; others have laid their claims before the commissioners 
agreeably to the late law, and purchased at two dollars per acre. We 
beg leave to state to your honorable body that the proprictors have not 
received the expected advantages from the forming of these settlements; 
that your petitioners have been at vast expense, labor, and difficulty in 
forming the said settlements, and hiave received no recompense nor 
privilege other than subsequent settlers; that they first opened a way, 


in consequence of which the country has become populous, and the United 
6 
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the town of Dayton is purchased by a subsequent settler, and we pray 
that Congress will make us such gratuity in lands, or deduction for 
payments for lands, or grant such other relief as our case merits. 

“Your petitioners further pray, in behalf of Rev. Wilham Ilamer, 
a settler at Dayton, who, having settled on the Section 29, in the second 
township and seventh range before the lines were run, with an expectation 
of holding it, agreeable to the terms set forth in Article A, and has since 
continued to cultivate and improve it, as it was supposed to be appropri- 
ated for religious purposes, he being a preacher of the gospel and having. 
the approbation of Mr. Ludlow, one of the proprictors, as appears by the 
Article C. Now, as the said section is to be sold as other lands, the said 
Hamer is willing to pay two dollars per acre for it, in installinents, agree- 
able to the late laws for the disposal of United States lands. We pray 
your honorable body may grant him a preémption and the indulgence 
he wishes; and your petitioners shall, ete. Wilham, Gahagan, Samuel 
Thompson, Benjamin Van Cleve, William Van Cleve, Thomas Davis, 
James McClure, Daniel Ferrell, John McClure, Thomas Ilamer, Abraham 
Grassmire, William Uamer, Solomon Hamer, William Chenowith, George 
Newcom, and James Morris; Thomas Davis, representative of John 
Davis, deceased; William Hamer, representative of Solomon Goss; B. 
Van Cleve and William Gahagan, representatives of John Dorough; 
Jonathan’ Mercer, for himself and others of Mercer’s Station on Mad 
River:’ 


The settlers, or their representatives, finally secured satisfactory titles 
by patent or deeds from D.C. Cooper to lands or in-lots, or to both, but 
on account of difficulties in proving their clauns, ond cther delays, some 
of the patents were not issued till 1808 or later. They were obliged first 
to obtain certificates from the commissioners at Cincinnati, and then on 
the payment of the stipulated two dollars an acre to the United States, 
which, with the fees, made the cost of town lots one dollar, they received 
patents for their lands. One of the terms of Mz. Cooper’s agreement 
with the settlers was that he should make a new plat of the town on 
which the location of each lot-owner’s property was marked. This plat 
diftered somewhat from the original one. It was divided into three hun- 
dred and eighty-one in-lots, ninety-nine feet wide and one hundred and 
ninety-nine feet deep, and cast of Sears Street there were fifty-six out-lots. 
The streets were ninety-nine feet wide, except Main and Main Cross, now 
Third Street, which were one hundred and thirty-two feet wide. Lots 


for churches, graveyard, park, court house, school, and market house, 
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were adnan by Mr. Booed The plat was pridonted by D. 0, Cooper 
and Israel Ludlow, agent of the original proprietors, April 26, 1802, and 
recorded the next day at Cincinnati in the records of Trion County. 

Asa result of the difiiculties just deseribed, we find that there were 
four vacant cabins in Dayton in the winter of 1802-1803. But five families 
lived here, those of George Neweom, Samuel Thompson, John Welsh, 
Paul D. Butler, and George Westfall. All but two of the original settlers 
had abandoned the village and moved on farms beyond the clearings. 
Benjamin and William Van Cleve, and William Newcom, were farming 
near town; the MceClures had removed to Miami County; John Williams 
had settled on Wolf Creck, and Thomas Arnett had also moved auwiy. 
One third of the people who were here in 1799 had left, 

At first county and township officers, whose principal duty was 
collecting and expending the taxes, had been appointed by the territerial 
governor and courts. But population increased rapidly, and in 1802 it 
was considered necessary to authorize an election by the people of ad- 
ditional officers. Jerome Molt, sheriff of the county, was directed to give 
notice to the inhabitants of Dayton ‘Township to convene at the house of 
George Neweon on the Ist of April, and then and there proceed to elect 
by ballot a chairman, a town clerk, three or more trustees or managers, 
two or more overseers of the poor, three fence-viewers, two appraisers of 
houses, a lister of taxable property, a suflicient number of supervisors 
of roads, and one or more constables 

In 1802 Ohio became a state. A law for the formation of Mont- 
gomery County and several others out of Hamilton County was passed 
by the first State legislature at Chillicothe, March, 1803. Dayton was 
made the temporary county seat, and this olaeior was confirmed by the 
commissioners appointed in April to designate courty seats. The half 
deserted backwoods village of Dayton, with its streets overgrown with 
hazel bushes and surrounded by forests filled with howling wolves, seems 
an unpronising place to sclect for the capital_of a county. But it was 
the nucleus of a number of farming settlements, and was the principal 
hamlet in the township. 

The first county court was opened in an upper room of Newcom’s 
tavern by Hon. Francis Dunlevy, presiding jud 


ve of the first judicial 


district. The associate judges were Isaac Spinning, who lived on a farm 


on Mad River, four imiles from town; Benjamin Archer, of Centreville, 


and John mavide of Washington Township. The other officers were 
Benjamin Van Cleve, clerk pro tem. Daniel Symmes, of Cincinnati, 
prosecutor pro fem.; George Neweom, sheril, and James Miller, coroner. 
The law fixing the county seat, which went iuto force in May, 1803, also 
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directed that the court should assemble “at the house of George New- 
com, in the town of Dayton.” 

The court opened on the morning of July 27, 1803, but as there was 
no business to transact, adjourned on the evening of the same day. 
Nearly the whole male mete teh of Montgomery County assembled at 
Newcom’s, on the 27th of July. A frolic was made of the first: opening 
of court, and the occasion furnished unwonted excitement and amuse- 
ment. The judges and lawyers all slept that night in one room in the 
tavern, and rode off the next morning to open court at Xenia. Tuesday, 
November 22, 1803, the second session of the court was held here under a 
tree, back of the tavern, and the aid of the sheriff was necessary to 


disperse the people who were curiously listening to both the testimony of 


witnesses and the professedly secret de sliberations of the jury. 

_The ,first,case was tried, on November 22d. Hater Sunderland was 
indicted for assault and pane on Benjamin Scott, “then being in the 
peace of God and our State.” He pleaded certes and was fined six 
doHars and costs. Two other criminal cases and four civil suits, which 
were tried, were discontinued. The next day the court adjourned. 
Owing to the scarcity of money, persons convicted by the court were 
often fined a number of deer or other skins, or a certain amount of corn 
or pork. One man’s fine was a barrow pig. Nearly all minor offenders 
were scutenced to pumshment by the lash, to from one to thirty-nine 
lashes, on the bare back, “well laidjon.’ The sentence was generally 
executed at once by the sheriff. During 1808 the tavern served as a jail, 
as well as a court house. : 

Sheriff Newcom was in the habit of confining white prisoners in an 
old unwalled well on his lot. “The pit was empty, and there was no 
water in it,” and, as Curwen says, following the example of Old Testa- 
ment jailers, “he let down those who broke the peace of the State, and 
there they remained till brought up for trial. 


9) 


The sulien and vindictive 


Indians could never forgive punishment by the lash, and instead of 
inflicting it, when they were drunk and troublesome, Colonel Neweom 


sometimes bound them and confined them in his corn crib, as they did not 
consider bonds a degradation and submitted without resistance. It was 
difficult, till a jail was built, to confine prisoners, and the community was 
always gratified when they escaped and left the neighborhood. 

June 21, 1803, the first election for member of Congress was )eld in 
Montgomery County, and Jeremiah Morrow was chosen. The returns 
were signed, Isaac Spinning and John Ewing, Associate Judges; Benja- 
min Van Clev e, Clerk. The second Tuesday in October, George ae Wcom 
was elected sheriff and James Miller coustable. Anil 20, 1804, the 
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following commissioners were elected: Wilham Brown, three years; 
Edmund Munger, two; and John Devor, one year. They themselves 
decided by lot the length of time each should serve. The first board of 
commissioners met at Newcom’s tavern June 11, 1804. August 4th, the 
commissioners ordered that a tax be laid on all the items of taxation in 
Dayton, Washington, and German townships as high as the law allows, 
amounting to four hundred and fifty-eight dollars and forty cents. 

The growth and improvement of the village was marlxed after it 
became the county seat. In 1804 Main Street was cleared of. trees, 
stumps, and undergrowth to its junction with Warren Street. Previously 
it had only been ‘cleared’ to Tinird Street. The gully at’the Main 
and Third Street crossing was filled with logs and covered with earth. 
These logs are sometimes taken out now when it is necessary to dig 
trenches in the street, as sound as when they were buried eighty-five 
years ago. | 

In 1804 Mr. Cooper built on the southwest corner of Ludlow and 
First strects his “elegant mansion of hewn logs lined inside, instead of 
plastering, with cherry boards.” Another improvement was the frame 
store-room built on the east side of Main Strect, near Monument Avenue, 
by Henry Brown, who since Wayne’s treaty had been engaged in trading 
with the Indians at Fort Hamilton and Laramie, and had now removed 
his stock of goods to Dayton. This was the only store in Dayton in 
1804, and there were but two other shingle-roof houses here -— Mr. 
Cooper’s and Newcom’s, both considered great ornaments to the town. 
Until 1812, when the firm was dissolved, Mr. Brown and his partner 
traded through agents with the Indians at Greenville, fort Wayne, and 
Wapakoneta towns. 

Henry Brown was born about the year 1770, near Lexington, Virginia, 
and was of Scotch-Irish ancestry. He came to the Northwest Territory 
in 1793 as military secretary to Colonel Preston, who commanded 
regiment in Wayne’s legion. Afterwards he was engaged in forwarding 
supplies to the army. In 1795 he entered into a partnership with John 
Sutherland for trading with. the Indians, which continued seventeen years 
After the settlement of the firm in Dayton in addition to their Indian 
trade by means of agents and pack horses, they shipped produce by flat 
boats to New Orleans, and purchased cattle which were driven to Detroit 
for sale to the government, Indians, and farmers in that region. In .1812 
he was appointed assistant Indian agent under Colonel Johnston. He 
was actively engaged in business until shortly before his death in 1825, 


-and was a prominent and influential man in the community. February 


19, HS i Mr. Brown married Miss atty Patterson, daughter of Colonel 
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Robert, Patterson, of Dayton. They had two sons and a daughter. <A 
number of their descendants live in Dayton. - « 

The sons were both of them men of the highest character, and 
prominent and influential citizens. Robert Patterson, the eldest .son, 
married Miss Sarah Galloway, of Xenia; Henry L. married Miss Sarah 
Belle Browning, of Indianapolis. Uenry L. Brown was. noted for his 


services In connection with the pubhe schools, and his devotion to religious 


‘and benevolent work. The daughter, liza J., married Charles Anderson, 


of Dayton, now of Kuttawa, Iventucky, a lawyer famous for his eloquence 
and conversational gifts, and active during his residence here in all efforts 
for the improvement and prosperity of the town. Ile commanded the 
Ninety-third Ohio Regiment during the Civil War, and was afterwards 
governor of Ohio. 

A. second valuable improvement in 1804 was Mr. Cooper’s new mills. 
He built a saw mill on First Street and soon after erected a grist mill at 
the head of Mill Street, to which in 1809 he added a carding machine. 

A jail was built of round logs in the fall of this year on the Third 
Street. end of the court house lot. It was thirty feet long, sixteen wide 
and twelve high, and contained two disconnected cells, floored and eciled 
with logs and plank. There were but three smal! windows im the 
building, secured by two-inch plank shutters and iron bars, and but two 
doors, also of two-inch plank, spiked and hung on iron hinges. The 
doors and shutters were locked on the ontside, and the keys kept by 
Sheriff Neweom at his tavern three squares off. During the sessions of 
court at the tavern, a doorkeeper was appointed to conduct prisoners to 
and from the jail. This log fortress, which was bmilt for two hundred 
and ninety-nine dollars by David Squier and in two months, was stronger 
than the block houses which did such good service during the Indian 
wars, and answered every purpose till it became necessary that the sheriff 
should Jive at the jail, when it was abandoned and another of stone erected. 

December 13, 1803, Benjamin Van Cleve was appointed postmaster, 
but did not receive his commission till January, 1804. Probably in the 
spring of that year he opened the postoffice in his cabin on the southeast 
corner of First and St. Clair streets. He served till his death in 1821. 
Previous to 1804 the only postoflice in the Miami valley, and as far north 
as Lake Eric, was at Cincinnati, and from 180-4 till about 1806 the people 
to the north of Dayton, as far as Fort Wayne, were obliged to come to 
this oflice for their mail. In 1804 Dayton was on the mail route from 
Cincinnati to Detroit, and the mail was carried by a post-rider who 
arrived and left here once in two weeks. But soon after Mr. Van Cleve 
opened the postoftice a weekly mail was established. Only one mail a 
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week was received for several years, the route of which was from Cin- 
einnati through Lebanon, Xenia, and Springfield to Urbana; thence to 
Piqua; thence down the Miami to Dayton, Frankhn, Middletown, 
Wamilton, and Cincinnati. <A letter from Dayton to Franklin or any 
other town on the route was sent first to Cincinnati and then back again 
around the circuit to its destination. The second mail route opened was 
from Zanesville, via Franklinton and Urbana, to Dayton. The next 
improvement was a mail to and from the East by way of Chillicothe, 
which arrived and departed Sunday evening. | ; 

The following agreement between William George, William McClure, 
and Joseph Peirce, committee, and George F. Tennery, mail carrier 
between Dayton and Urbana in 1808, and which was found in 1888 
among the papers of Wilham McClure, editor of the first Dayton news- 
paper, is of some intcrest: 

“ AGREEMENT, made and concluded this seventh day of December 
1808, between William George, William MeClure, and Joseph Peirce, 
committee, in behalf of the undertakers for carrying the ‘mail from 


_Dayton to Urbana, of the first part: 


‘WitnessetTH, That the said George, on his part, binds himself, his 
heirs, etc., to carry the mail from Dayton to Urbana once a week and 
back to Dayton for the term that has been contracted for between Daniel 
C. Cooper and the postmaster general, to commence on Friday, the ninth 
instant (to-wit): leave Dayton every Friday morning at six o’clock; 
leave Urbana Saturday morning and arrive at Dayton Saturday evening, 
the undertakers reserving the rght of altering the time of the starting 
and returning with the mail, allowing the said George two days to 
perform the trip, the post-rider to be employed by the said George to be 
approved by the undertakers. They also reserve to themselves the right of 
sending way letters and papers on said route, and the said George binds him- 
self to pay for every failure in the requisitions of this agreement on his part 
the sum equal to that required by the postmaster general in hke failures. 

“The said committee on their part agree to furnish the said George 
with a suitable horse, furnish the person carrying the mail and the horse 
with sufficient victuals, lodging, and feed, and one dollar for each and 
every trip, to be paid every three months. In witness whereof the parties 
have hereunto set their hands the day and year above mentioned. 

«Witness: 


“¢ JosepH F1. CRANE, ) “WILLIAM GEORGE, 
“GEORGE SMITH.” “Wi.LiaM McCiursg, 


“ JosEpnH PERCE, 
‘“GrorakE Hb. TENNERY.” 


i) f 
ai nak ai" ‘Hoi Yo Me FES a 
pt snail? penn on biitgntiga, 
geil bia iv La cnn ih ecient 6 a ie 
in mw aiktnael oF Hornet firgat fr 5 ie Bea 
AiGapshond Pod jute Part PD wt sertt pene s ‘ 


wh 















any haligyo oo" Lemar hhexerdoe eut"l) octet, 
foie il T Joignd Of Taye Pathe 


otha, TAO to rs ey: 


bar's jay") Tiga Fa } ps paren ‘bias! ey shin EoD sor bl 

it ioe ied ¢ Hodity Bis SPORT Jie gid: eles hi sigh 

ms ‘ge tell title Te Hon! tye) a On Ole aay, ays 
7 Sm IE : u : besied pre 


ie. Wee wi > oo k 




























ie 





788) ES LPI LES: hig obit 


THALES Heh we, Tee 





artis ab: sik qezot. bid aah ye phy, fein ty } ERG iy ac yi 
rrck Aline ouhh eri Mot sao het: alt ee if 

Meena fet auiteoet 
wit (Moen shaid phoney att co see, Dias os Ene 
Pup ate | Ma ke ed he De a abla olga. OA Fa 
foirtaet teovied so} hotatiiGs aout 2 uu ¢ 


1 pdhed j he r WY Oi 
shtanrt bya p CSE Bo 1G Stott how of fis ete or awit ne 


+% 
ey 
he 


‘sloato'o “ie Ja sine opahey TTA THON iil” sree 
aro) “en bua Tose AE ta ir se sie pea : 
Slit ot to off silt uni & te hae aks pie ai onlletiide “ae 
| ey ; “one iriesss bite a 
bai ool, Bug saioteng 
5 f JAS Gels ¥Ot tL Lisle Aa sliciad Mts contd rd hovenyqa 
abrutd 221091) oe NS SN POW Be aor Jef 3 agra aa ions unr Suthaga 
Meng te PDO QON AS eg Bi oe atotifalispra 1.4) S4F rt eE Red Es IOV D * aby “yy od Yow. 
uf bat shea ei Fe KiLOg. sit} rae Dari ranges vate ch faupe fiisre opt 

Sat nD HBA itd etc oh aie Shy WAG nalts it) Sortd enROD huge a, 
vad wl has sieet oe oul roa ot deicilt ,osapd ahem ae ig 
Hhrets dans Git iAiol ey basi hat He Dita erent elngia boule tiviolioa iw 
epiaiing id Qosouben eequipiee ah one sok yinayh dona su bait aie, pac 
Asano ituadh 57 oeinids, f ist) rly, alt haat (sieht oe eye 


ae 


ob any ows ayicoek Dine nit} ‘eaapine aet ari 
a F ; : , orate in id ed Se a L i 






1 


SE ASP og a tN YUE taal 3 Sec Thin seat EGY 2 a I gh 
mt he “I Chy PALS Pi i wey iRLees cit OR ge tr Ly teeth Tees : + Ly 


~ 


fs 


Teter, 


sadnoah) many 2 
and ow, mutiny Wi a 
a CoML aaah my 





pee Ea a A A A IO EI A 








SO HISTORY OF DAYTON. 
nee 1, 1808, a call was publis ce in the Dayton Repertory for 
a meeting at a court. house of the people of Dayton and adjoining 


townships to. cndeavor to secure a post route: direct. to Dayton, New 
Lexington, and Eaton, by which they would have intelligence at least one 
week earlier from the Hast than they were then receiving. ‘This route 
was also considered desirable because it would promote intercourse with 
citizens of other states, through the northern counties of ours, and 
inerease the value of property... It was necessary that those interested in 
the proposed route should raise a fund to defray the expense,«but the 
postmaster ceneral agreed to allow toward the expense all the emoluments 
arising from the several new offices that might be established. 

Later more direct commumeation with the Kast was opened, via 
Columbus, the mail coming in Sunday evening and leaving Thursday 
noon. The western mail went by the way of Salisbury; arrived Tuesday 
evening and departed Sunday evening. No further progress had been 
made in 1821, when Mr. Van Cleve retired from office. 

No stamps were used, but the amount of postage due was written on 
the outside of the: | 
collected on delivery. Mr. Van Cleve fr equently inserted notices similar 


to the following in the newspapers: “The postmaster having been in the 


habit of giving unlimited credit heretofore, finds it his duty to adhere 
strictly to the instructions of the postmaster general. He hopes, there- 
fore, that his friends will not take 1t amiss w hen he assures them that no 
distinction will be made. No letters delivered in future without pay, nor 


japers without the postage being paid quarterly in advance.” 
i (iz) eet 4 e/ 


Now that postage for all distances 1s equal and very low we can 
hardly realize the burden and inconvemence the high and uncertain 
postage rates imposed on the pionecrs. Money was very scarce and 
difficult to obtain and to pay twenty-five cents in cash for a letter was no 
easy matter.. The following postage rates are copied from old letters 
addressed to parties in Dayton: 1800, Washington, twenty cents; 1804- 
1818, Cincinnati and Chillicothe, twenty-five cents; 1804-1841, New York, 
Boston, and Philadelphia, twenty-five cents; 1812, Philadelphia (with 
one hundred and thirty dollars inclosed), forty cents; 1818, Gallipolis, 
eighteen and three fourths cents; 1824, Greensburg, Kentucky, twenty-five 


cents; fe Oxford, Ohio, twelve anda half cents. In 1816 the rates of 


postage were fixed as follows: Thirty miles, six cents; eighty miles, ten 
cents; over one hundred and fifty miles, eighteen and three fourths cents; 
over four hundred ‘miles, twenty-five cents. Newspapers anywhere 
within the state where printed, one cent. Hlsewhere not over one 
hundred miles, one cent; over one hundred miles, one cent and a halt. 


u 
etter. Postage was sometimes prepaid, but oftener: 
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Magazines, at one cent a shect for fifty miles; one cent and a half for one 
hundred miles; two cents for over one hundred miles. | 

Pamphlets and magazines were not forwarded when the mail was very 
large, nor when it was carried with great expedition or on horseback. 
For a good many years the eastern mail was brought to Wheeling by 
post-riders, and thence down the river to Cincinnati in government mail 
boats, each manned with four oarsmen and a coxwain, and built like 
whaling craft. The voyage from Wheeling to Cincinnati oecupied six 
days and the return trip up stream twelve days. | 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Dayton Incorporated--Form of Government—Taxation to Pay Town Expenses Voted Down 
—New Settlers—Colonel Robert Petterson—McCullum’s Tavern Virst Brick Building— 
Used as a Conrt Honse—Dayton Library Society—Tirst Great Piood—-Levees—Jonathan 
Harsbman—Licenses—lTerries—Cooper’s New Plat of Dayton— Public Square in the 
Center of Third and Main Street Crossing—Brick Court House—First Brick Stores— 
Four Genoral Merchandise Stores—Country Produce Taken Instead of Cash—Difiiculty 
of the Trip East for Goods—Trouble in Collecting Debts—Mode of Bringing Merchan- 
dise to Dayton — Trains of Pack Hlorses—Dayton Academy-—John Folkerth — New 
Roads Opened—Miserable Condition of Roads—Tirst Brick Private Residence—Adver- 
tisements of Business Men in the Reperlory—Troop of Light Dragocns—Taverns—Dr, 
Welsh—Dr. Elliott—First Drug Store—Abram Darst—Revised Town Plat—Fourth of 
July, 1808—Y¥irst Political Convention—Navigation of the Miami, 1S09-1S28—-Keelboats 
Between Dayton and Lake Erie—Flatboating to New Orleans-—Fivst Book Published 
in Dayton—Fourth of July, 1810—Oration by Joseph Hi. Crane—Militia Drill--Shakers 
Mobbed — Political Animosity-—-Two Public Dinners, Jaly 4, 1811— Marthquakes— 
Prosperity of Town, 1812-1813. 


“EBRUARY 12, 1805, the legislature incorporated the town of Dayton. 
} Lhe town government consisted of seven trustees, a collector, super- 
visor, and marshal, clected by free-holders, who had lived in Dayton six 
months. <A president, who acted as mayor, and a recorder were to be 


ehosen by the trustees from their own number, and they were also to. 


elect a treasurer who need not be a member of their board. The board 
of trustees was called “the select council of the town of Dayton.” The 
first clection under the act of incorporation occurred on the first Monday 
in May, 1805. 

Expenditures were authorized and voted at meetings of the free- 
holders and householders of the town till 1812-1814, when this section of 
the law was repealed. For ten years meetings of council were held at 
the houses of members. A fine of twenty-five cents was imposed on a 
councilman for being thirty minutes late. The act incorporating Dayton 
provided, “that such part of the township of Dayton, in the county of 
Montgomery, as is included within the following limits, that is to say, 
beginning on the banks of the Miami, where the sectional line between 
the second and third sections, fifth township and seventh range intersects 
the same, thence east with said line to the middle of Section 33, second 
township, seventh range; thence north two miles, thence west to the 
Miami; thence down the same to the place of beginning, shall be, and 
the same is hereby, erected into a town corporate, which shall henceforth 
be known and distinguished by the name and town of Dayton.” 
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In 1805 the expenses of the town were seventy-two dollars, and the 
council proposed raising the amount by taxation. But at the meeting of 
voters called to decide the question, the proposition was defeated, thirteen 
voting in favor of taxation and seventeen against it. An ordinance was 
passed forbidding the running of hogs and other animals at large on the 
streets of the town, in September, 1806, but was not enforeed till the 
spring of 1807. A measure so far in advance of the times would not 
have been adopted but for the fact that few farms or town lots were . 
fenced, and horses, cattle, and hogs wandered about without restraint 
of any kind. 

A large number of valuable citizens, principally from New Jersey, 
Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and the Ohio company’s settlements 
in Washington County, were added to the population in from 1804-1808. 
In 1804, Colonel Robert Patterson, famous as an Indian fighter, and as 
one of the founders of Cincinnati and Lexington, arrived from Kentucky. 
His biography will be given elsewhere in this history. 

In 1805 McCullum’s tavern, which, was the first. brick building 
erected in Dayton, was built on the southwest corner of Main and 
Second strects. Jt was two stories high, and was the best house in the 
village. <A bell in the belfry, on the Second Street side of the roof, called 
regular and transient boarders to meals. Breakfast was served before 
daylight. On the sign, after 1812, was painted a picture of the capture 
of the British frigate Guerriere by the American frigate Constitution. 
A highly colored engraving of this naval battle was a favorite ornament 
for Ohio parlors at that date. 

About 1870 the house ceased to be used as a tavern, but by lowering 
the floors and other changes, the rooms were adapted for business. It 
was used as a business block till 1880, when it was torn down, and the 
Farmer’s Insurance Building erected on the site. 

The county court, for the fall term of 1805, was held at McCullum’s 
tavern instead of, as formerly, at Newcom’s, the commissioners having 
contracted with McCullum for the use of as much of his house, when 
completed, as would be needed for holding the courts. They paid him 
twenty-five dollars per annum. 

In the spring of 1805, the Dayton Library Society was incorporated 
by the legislature. 

March, 1805, is noted as the date of the first great flood that occurred 
here after the settlement of the town. John W. Van Cleve gave the 
following interesting account of this flood in an address on the “Settle- 
ment and Progress of Dayton,” delivered before the Dayton Lyceum 


August 27, 1833, and published in the Journal: 
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“In the spring of 1805 Dayton was inundated by an extraordinary 
rise of the river. Jn all ordinary freshets, the water used to pass through 
the prairie at the east side of the town, where the basin now is, but the 
flood of 1805 covered a great portion of the town itself. There were only 
two spots of dry land within the whole place. The water came out of the 


river at the head of Jefferson Street, and ran down to the common at 


the east end of Old Market Street, in a stream which a horse could not 
cross without swimming, leaving an island between it and the mill. A 
sanoe could be floated at the intersection of First Street with St. Clair, 
and the first dry land was west of that point. The western extremity 
of that island was near the crossing of Main and First streets, from 
whence it bore down in a southern direction towards where the saw mill 
now stands, leaving a dry strip from a point on the south side of Main 
Cross Street, between Jefferson Street and the prairie, to the river bank 
at’ theodhieads ormMain “Street.” Almost the whole of “the land was 
under water, with the exception of those two islands, from the river to 
the hill which circles round south and east of town, from Mad River 
to the Miami. The water was probably aght feet deep in Main 
Street, at the court house, where the ground has since been raised 
several feet. 

“Tn consequence of the flood, a considerable portion of the inhab- 
itants became strongly disposed to abandon the present site of the town, 
and the proposition was made and urged very strenuously that lots should 
be laid off upon the plain upon the second rise on the southeast of the 
town, through which the Waynesville road passes, and that the inhab- 
itants should take lots there in exchange for those which they owned 
upon the present plat, and thus remove the town to a mgher and more 
secure situation. ‘The project, however, was defeated by the unyielding 
opposition of some of the citizens, and it was no doubt for the advantage 
and prosperity of the place that it was. 

“Sometime afterwards a levee was raised across the low ground at 
the grist mill, to prevent the passage of the water through the prairie 
in freshets; but not being built with sufficient strength and elevation, the 
floods rose over it and washed it away several times, until at length it 
was made high and strong cnough to resist the greatest rises of water 
that have occurred since 1805, although one like the one of that year 
would still pass over it. The last time it was washed away was in 
August, 1814.” 

At an early day a levee was built by Silas Broadwell to protect the 
western part of the town from the overflow of the annual freshets. The 
levee began at Wilkinson Street, and ran west a considerable distance 
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Silas Broadwell crt ise m a ane of the levee in payment for 
building and keepimg it in repair. 
In the summer of 1805, Jonathan Harshman, one of the earliest 


settlers of Montgomery County, arrived in Dayton from Frederick 


County, Maryland, and purehased a farm five miles from town. He was 
for many years profitably engaged in farming, milling, and distilling, and 
roade a large fortune. He also had a store in Dayton, in partnership 
with John Rench. They traded for country produce, which they sent 
down the river to Cincinnati and New Orleans. In 1825 he was elected 
a member of the Ohio legislature. In 1545 he was elected president of 
the Dayton bank and served till his death, March 31, 1850. 

February 18, 1808, he married ae Rok. daughter of John 
Rench. His wife died December 5, 1839. -They had eight children, all 
of whom married and settled in this neighborhood. Hlzabeth married 
Israel Huston; Catharine married Valentine Winters; Jonathan mar- 
ried Abigail Hivling; Mary married George Gorman; Joseph married 
Caroline Protzman; George W. married Ann Virginia Rohrer; Susannah 
married Daniel Beckel; Reuben married Mary Protzman, The sons 
were largely engaged in business, and the husbands of the daughters 
became wealthy and prominent citizens. 

John Rench, the brother-in-law and partner of Jonathan Harshman, 
was for many years one of the most active and enterprising business men — 
of Dayton, and did much to promote the prosperity of the town. His 
descendants are numerous in Dayton and ighly respected. 

Ferry rates were fixed by the county commissioners in June, 1805, as 
follows: For each loaded wagon and team, seventy-five cents; for each 
empty wagon and team, fifty cents; for cach two-wheel carriage, thirty- 
seven and a half cents; for each man and horse, twelve and a half cents; 
for each foot person, six and a quarter cents. 

Doctors and lawyers were required to pay a license fee of three 
dollars each; taverns, nine dollars. The next year) ferry rates were 
advanced and licenses were increased one dollar. There were two ferries 
over the Miami at Dayton; one at the foot of First Street, at the old 
ford on the road to Salem, and another at the foot of Fourth Street, on 
the road to Germantown. The First Street Ferry was used till 1819, 
when a bridge was built. 

In 1804 Mr. D.C. Cooper made a larger plat of Dayton than that 
of 1802; but though submitted for record on September 9th, it was not 
recorded until November 20, 1805. ‘The plat of 1805 provided for a 
public square at the crossing at Main and' Third streets. The center of 
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the crossing was fixed as the center of me square, and at that point a 
court house was to be built. 

June, 1805, the om commissioners advertised in Cincinnati and 
Lexington, J<entucky, papers for proposals for building a brick court 
house at Dayton, fontyatind by thirty-cight feet in size, and two stories 
Ineh; ) February 3) 1806) the ‘contract’ was ‘let. “ Thotgh not finished, 
was occupied in the winter of 1807. It stood on the present court house 
lot instead ‘of, as had been contemplated in Mr. Cooper’s plat, in the center 
of the Main and Third Street crossing. It contained jury rooms in the 
second story and a court room on the first floor. In 1815 a cupola was 
added, in which in 1816 a bell was hung. Curwen says that the building, 
as first completed, was but of one story. It was removed about the 
year 1847. ; | 

In 1806 D. C. Cooper built a briel store room on the northeast corner 
of Main and First streets, and entering into partnership with John Comp- 
ton, opened a stock of goods there. The same year James Steele, who 


oO 


.since November 12, 1805, had been in partnership in Dayton with Wilham 
McClure, built a brick store of two stories on the southeast corner of 


Main and First streets. November 30, 1807, McClure and Steele dissolved 
partitership.'" Mr: ° Steele, on’ the) 2d"or December, 1807, entered’ into 
partnership with Joseph Peirce, and they continued the business of general 
merchandising together in “his new brick house, opposite John Compton’s 
store,’ till Mr. Peirce’s' death, in 1822.” This building remained without 
alteration till 1865, when it was removed, and Turner’s opera house, 
which was burned in 1869, erected on the site. The bmlding of Cooper’s 
and Steele's stores drew business from the river bank towards the center 
of town. Brown & Sutherland, and Hf. G. Phillips also had stores on 
Main Street. 

The Dayton merchants kept a miscellaneous stock of articles, selling 
dry goods, groceries, medicines, stationery; almanacs, which were In 
great demand, books, queensware, glass, hardware, iron, uails, and cast- 
ings. When cash payments could not be obtained, wheat, rye, corn-fed 
pork, corn, or other merchantable produce, “suitable for the Orleans 
market,’ was taken in payment, if delivered in time for the spring trip 
south by flatboat. Mechanics were willing to receive sinular articles in 
payment for their Jabor, if delivered before the work was taken away 
from the shop. Until as late as 1840 all merchants kept bottles of wine 
and whisky on their counters, from which customers were expected to 
help themselves. Ilitching posts and feed boxes were always provided in 
front of the stores. | 

Every spring the merchants went to Philadelphia ta buy goods. ‘The 








a ee ry 
=> ene ee er — 


Dinas Mennisont > ai ado mae atnatoveniis 
inne total a guiding TO Al aaeupoaig Wah 2 | 
acbhete’ aye bie oxiae it tbat 1 hatee eriite “af ie 

Holding vou dghedll)’ dob diy Gopiitthe sae" ba : 
eet Milos priser vllg nit ry hac veat. | Peer Aw! 444) SR: ih Haney 













iyhtias oAP apr nih ahparyooO 1M. uth haa pitt: ANOS ised: Yael an! Ae hy: heshnitt a | 
je ar Mite ct f eoretaditoy ry funisqo eh eae sujet " ug int oo : 
ergy mi i | ie, 8 ae kee 4 Poy Maced | Wine wie ube: ‘lanes i age af 
ee Hace ete re eyie vores hd) ane! ater uae 5 ABE nd lohan ade date 
Dae veer | 1G 5 A daiditan 





















ity pred A hwaa aia 


ywreictly nice 1 
rie let | 
One: ” apie 








] 
i 


ty “ti 1) Me Tenee HED fi ay cyte wd | 


~ * ? “ig 7 4 ih ri °F, 4" 
felon loots Tiyan Dolh OL is, To 

: 7 ! 

4 ~ " big anit Lt kia eke RCO 
er regia pee b Youur Wad ce ee tere 


re Ca op 


) ne aid egidlenansdingy a 












ARONA Tomes will bony 1 LGM ‘(oi f ter Bon (and mere . 
“iste toed de © SCE | phesul Lhe i iy ALLE EOF pnpenotnn a 
fiicu lity. fyouttaten yt ni ra BAT Ret ieiabh Satoh cay fi Thea s Sani 
ike neve too LS TL Pate Apne Hot HAVE NE vere: Be Ge tid wottarotle 


“intunt) te eal reel oll | hatte oslo Hodsove Cet “AT Non 1 ea ollie. te 
iota olt Blpaiwed ohidd ty iy ath ear i Lothhe rel rab ae sO % nth a: ‘gloat baw | 
no santede fit Osh egal" | pie CPD Badersbt iio Mite » ff rio abwor: to 
a. : a non invA ate 
Misano slowle APOOUBHaOETEL fy pO niiusteiortt VCR Cs 
Hes fitz) Arey rid ge orb thie boca iu Leas Oe og cet! Ry “og ub 
ips Hen Deh Hoeh alti eens creer omy waloon lt nected tang, ‘i 
ey phy eh tt how Liglisde Oth Part dole: ae ac pth nod MY agit se 
Annbhi®) sift aGbs eke ers Ooo SyRE SERRE PO eEM Do cht pall yey. rhe oe) Seebey 
hed urbiige coils ayy wre weet DoW ALT Te y on soit he wodnt aise ““avoatnaaes a 
at 2aloitortilfare evioor od wenn 7, nae ah blog vould qd tivo: a 
vews noah enw Aso Say Gahed depth - pet eh lead) aah, Srey yee hi 
sitive “to: xobtted bipaak pehitaatter ait HieGhe tisdale aes 0. apoale a siete ee 
od hatwayns von Ue renbatia: ‘nicky: bon k, Bag apo ie staal 4 
a? Pehivu- buy ais rhe did any it ik ‘bot bay ailide “he mista (tit othe is j ij 4 ile 
ad’t ers ca 0) egtobitiane Gab Siva edetayclortort utd eggs ce 


i” 













sh PET ee pra rss eae rae 


IE RE ENTE Ie DE: PIES 





" Soyo sere rep aan —— . ~\eeorere reser: 
PERSE FE ERE LF TC A SOE EOE NP CET ET IN A IY I TEE I a Ne ee en ee ee ee rch sess enone eRiP-mRRET TET penueeerrnen rey SS SS. 


DAYTON INCORPORATED. | 87 





journey was usually made on horseback over rough, unimproved. roads 
and occupied a month. The streams were not bridged, and were difli- 
cult especially during high water, to cross. ‘“‘Is he a good swimmer?’ 
Was a common question when a man was trying to sell a customer a 
horse.’ ‘The way occasionally lay for miles through uninhabited woods 
with no protection for horse or traveler in bad weather but the overhang- 


ino’ branches: of) a, tree, iv which the rider, having secured his animal, 


sometimes climbed for the night,’or perhaps he took refuge under a 
fallen tree top. All travelers carried arms. Women and children, who 
emigrated to Ohio, or who visited the Hast at this period, usually traveled 
on horseback. Babies were sometimes “carried in a net swung round the 
father’s neck and rested on the pommel of the saddle.” A led horse 
sometimes carried the clothes of the traveler, but they were generally 
packed in saddle bags, which were swung across the back of his horse. 
Often the unbeaten bridle path at the western end of the journey was 
difficult to follow, as it was merely a narrow track marked by blazed 


ee 


trees. They frequently camped in the woods, often, fearing otherwise to . 
lose their bearings, close to the path. Vo keep off wild animals, fires were 
built at night, but what was a protection against one savage foe sometimes 
attracted the attention of roving bands of Indians, who were even more 
dangerous to encounter than panthers or wolves. Often the trip between 
Pittsburg and Cincinnati was made in a flatboat, and part of the journey 
was sometimes by wagon, but there were no public conveyances. 
Such appeals as the following, from merchants preparing to make 
the annual trip across the mountains, frequently appear in the Dayton 
tepertory: “—— expects to start to Philadelphia in a very few wecks, 
and will be-very much in want of cash. Any persons in his debt are 
called upon to make payment before the last day of March. He will 


receive in payment fur, beeswax, or tallow.” Merchandise for Dayton 


stores was brought across the Alleghany mountains from Philadelphia to 
Pittsburg in huge Conestoga wagons drawn by horses, wearing red yokes 
hung with jingling bells to warn travelers through the narrow mountain 
passes of their approach. At Pittsburg the goods were loaded on flat- 
boats, popularly known as broad horns, and floated down to Cincinnati, 
from whence they were usually poled up the Miami to Dayton in keel 
boats. They were often brought on pack horses, which was a quicker 
mode of transit than by water. It was a common sight to see these long 
“line teams,’ often of a dozen horses tied together in single file, the 


leader wearing a bell and each animal carrying two hundred pounds, 


moving up Main Street to unload at one of the four stores. A train of 


this length was accompanied by three or four men equipped with rifle, 
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ammunition, axe, and blanket. Phe game in the woods dafiplic’ them 
with food. Men were stationed at each end of the file to take care of the 
leader and hind horse, keep the train going and watch over the goods. 
Sometimes the train was made up of loose horses taught by long experi- 
ence and service to follow each other without being fastened together. 
At night during the journey up the valley, bells were attached to the 
necks of all the horses, and they were turned loose to graze till morning. 

In July, 1806, Mr. Crane, of Lebanon, eudeavored to establish a 
newspaper here. After issuing a few numbers, he was attacked with 
ague, and, in consequence of this illness, abandoned his project and 
returned to Lebanon. No file of the paper has been preserved, and even 
its name is forgotten. 

In 1807 the Dayton Academy was - Incorporated by the legislature. 
The corporators were James Welsh, Damel C. Cooper, Wilham MecClu 
George I. Tennery, John Folkerth, and James Hamer... ~W oe 
M. Smith was the first teacher. In 1808 a brick een house was 
built by subscription on the west side of St. Clair, near Third Strect. 
Mr. D. C. Cooper presented the bell and two lots. During the winter of 
1807 and 1808 a debating club was formed. Its mectings and also 
spelling matches, which were very popular entertainments, were held 
in the school house for several winters. 

John Folkerth, who was one of the incorporators of the academy, 
eame here from Baltimore among the earliest settlers. Soon after his 
arrival, he was elected magistrate, which position he held for more than 
forty years. In 1829, under the amended town charter, he was elected 
first mayor of Dayton. He was a man of sterling integrity, and a great 
reader of good books. He was one of the founders of the Dayton 
Library Association, the first library incorporated by the Ohio legislature. 
In the early history of the town, much the largest part of the deeds were 
drawn by him, and no doubt his distinet but peculiar chirography is 
familiar to many of our citizens. Quiet and unobtrusive in his manner, 
he was held in the highest esteem by those who knew him best. Four 
of his children are living in Dayton: Russell, who is engaged in business 
at the advanced age of eighty-three years; Mrs. Wilham Atkin, and 
Rebecca and Margaret. 

March: 11,0 1807, by* thie omits of Miami County, Montgomery 
County was reduced to the territory now within both Montgomery and 
Preble counties. 

This year roads were opened from Dayton to Piqua, New Lexing- 
ton, Salem, Greenville, Nenia, Germantown, Lebanon, Franklin, and 


Miamisburg. Most of these roads were very narrow and cut up into 
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deep wagon ruts, and were not much improved till 1839. <A bridle path 
was, in the winter of 1810-1811, contracted for and cut through from 
Dayton to Vincennes, a distance of two hundred imiles. The same winter 
the State Road, known as the “old corduroy road,’ which was almost 
impassable in winter or bad weather, was built, and ran east and’ west 
through the town. Mud holes and low places’ were filled with poles, 
which floated, and through which horses’ feet would sink. Travelers 
were often delayed for ;hhours by such accidents ito their horses... All 
roads were neglected til 1812, When those from Franklin to Staunton 
through Dayton, the road south to Lebanon, and the river road from the 
foot of Fourth Street, Dayton to Alexandersville, which were military 
roads, were kept in tolerable repair by the quartermaster’s department 
of the army. ! 

At the fall election of 1805 one hundred and ninety-six votes were 


-east at the Dayton court house. 


This year Henry Brown erected a two-story brick dwelling on the 
west side of Main Street, on the alley between Second and Third streets. 
Mhis.syas,.the first, bricks private residence, built..m, Dayton. 4: It), was 
occupied till 1863 as a dwelling, and from then till it was torn down as 
the Journal ofiice. 

The first pumber of the Dayton Repertory, a weekly four-page news- 
paper, was issued September 18, 1808, by William McClure and George 
Smith, It was printed with old style type on a second-hand press, brought 
here from the East, and on paper eight by twelve and one half inches in 
Size, two columns on a page. October 21st, when five numbers had been 
issued, the paper was suspended tul. February 1, 1809, when it was 
reissued as a twelve by twenty sheet, Henry Disbrow and William 
McClure editors. During the suspension, the office wes removed to the 
south side of Second, between Main and Jefferson streets. The price 
of the paper was two dollars per year. Abont the first of January, 
1810, it was discontinued. It coutained very few local items, but was 
principally occupied with European news several months old. The 
advertisements and a few marriage or death notices constitute its chief 
interest for us. A. files preseryedin the Dayton, Public Library. 

As the advertising columns of a newspaper usually furnish a vivid 
picture of a town or eity, a sketch of the advertisements found in the 
Repertory of 1808 may give us a glimpse of Dayton at that date. 

Yt contains the advertisements of John Compton, I. G. Phillips, and 
Stecle & Peirce, merchants; John Dodson, carpenter; John Lanna, weav- 
ing establishient, south end of Main Street; Jolin and Archibald Burns, 


sickle factory; John Strain & Company, nail factory, southwest side of 
7 
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Main, between Monument Avenue and First Street; James Beck, blue 
dying establishment—cotton dyed at seventy-five cents per pound, linen 
or woolen at sixty-two anda half cents. David Steele had a cooper shop 

1 First Street, near St. Clair. Thomas Nutt. carried on the tailoring 
~qlasawe in all its branches, doing work “on the most reasonable terms 
and at the shortest notice.” 

In each number of the Mepertory is found the advertisement of 
Matthew Patton, cabinet-maker, showing that he had something of the 
modern enterprise in this respect. He lived to old age in Dayton, always 
bearing an excellent reputation. His son, Captain William Patton, has 
filled the offices of sheriff of Montgomery County, and captain of the 
Dayton police. : 

Paul D. Butler advertises his house for sale in 1808, which he describes 
“as large and commodious, and will answer for almost any business; good 
well and pump at the door; frame stable.” In ee 1309, Lenry Dis- 
brow, now one of the editors of the Repertory, advertises two lots and 
“an elegant two-story frame house, forty-five feet front and twenty-four 
feet back; a good kitchen adjoining; good well of water at the door; 
good nail factory and stable; situation good for either tavern or Te, 
post and rail fence.” He offers to take in pay instead of cash, “such 
produce as will suit the Orleans market.” 

March 20th the troop of Light Dragoons are requested through the 
Repertory “to meet at Colonel Grimes’ tavern ou Saturday, the Ist of April, 
at 10 ocloek, A.M.j.im complete uniform; George ei first sergeant.” 
D. C. Cooper informs the farmers that he is prepared to card wool. The 
publishers of the epertory advertise for sale at their ofhice for cash or 
clean rags, stationery and school books, Kentucky Preceptors, Webster’ 
spelling books, Murray’s first book for children, and primers. 

Apprentices, with reputable connections and of good moral character, 
are several times advertised for, by business men. They did not always 
prove submissive to their masters. On December 10, 1810, H. D. Disbrow 
offers through the columns of the Centinal the reward of one cent to any 
person who will return his runaway apprentice lad. 

The only accident reported in the Repertory is the drowning of an 
unknown man in Mad Niver, June 30, 1809. There were three taverns in 
Dayton in 1808—MeCullum’s, Grimes’, and Keid’s, though the latter was 
ealled Reid’s inn. Colonel Reid gave notice in the Repertory that, though 
he should no longer keep a tavern at his house on Main Street, he would 
open a house of entertainment there. The change was made to avoid 
paying the tavern license of ten dollars. Reid’s inn was a two-story 
frame building with a belfry wud stood on the west side of Main Street, at 
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the corner of the anil between First “ina séenil! streets. In a square 
frame on a post, which stood on the edge of the sidewalk, swung his sign 
on which at a later date than this was painted the portrait of Commodore 
Lawrence and a scroll with his last words, “Don’t give up the ship.” 

Below hung the small sign, Reid’s Inn. i 

Grimes’ tavern was a log building, one and a half stories high, with a 
log barn and’ feed yard on the alley back’ of it. It stood on the south 
corner of the first alley on Main Street, south of Monument Avenue. 
Several frame ad Riot were built to the tavern some years later, and 
the Jarge dining-room of wind house became the popular place for dances 
and balls. 

Dayton had now become an enterprising httle town. The taverns, 
stores, pack-horses, and flatboats were doing a good business. Roads 
were opened to the dithouitin’ settlements. There were three doctors, a 
minister, a school teacher, and a lawyer, Joseph H. Crane, living in town. 
A biography of Joseph IH. Crane appears in the chapter on the “ Bench 
and Bar.” The west side of Main Street, as far as the alley north of the 
court house, and a square or two on First Street, cast and west of Main, 
were occupied by residences. The streets were not graveled, and no 
pains were taken to keep the sidewalks in order. The fences were 
usually stake-and-rider, though a few were post and rail. 

The Dayton hens in 1808 and 1809 were Rev. James Welsh, M. 
D.; Desgohn Eihott, Dr. WilhamiMurphy, and Dr P. Wood. Dr. Welsh 
had practiced medicine here and kept a supply of drugs since his settle- 
ment in Dayton, in 1804, as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. 
December 7, 1809, he opened a drug store. He advertised a long lst of 
fresh drugs and medicines. Over his signature in the Jtepertory, February 
20, 1809, he prints. the following spicy address to delinquent patients. We 
wonder whether his parishioners were as dilatory in paying for his 
spiritual as for his medical ministrations: 


AICI N OTIC 


“T must pay my debts. 'To do this is impracticable unless those who 
are indebted to me pay me what they owe. ATH] such are once more and 
for the Jast time called on to come forward and make payient before the 
25th of March next, or, disagreeable as 1f 1s, compulsory measures may 
be certainly expected.” 


Dr. Williams Murphy, who had practiced medicine here for two or 
three years, died March 1, 1809. | 


Dr. John Elhott also died this year. He had been a surgeon in the 
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United States Army during ie Revolution, and also in the West Unie: 
St. Clair and Wayne, and was mustered out with his regiment in 1802. 


Dr. Drake, a distinguished Cincinnati physician, says of Dr. Mihott, in an - 


‘Address on Pioneer Physicians,’ delivered 1m Cincinnati: “In the 
summer of 1804 I saw him in Dayton, a highly accomplished gentleman 
in a purple silk coat, which contrasted strangely with the surrounding 
thickets of brush and high bushes.” The “purple silk coat” appears 
rather bizarre when contrasted with the subdued colors now worn by 
gentlemen; but high colors were the fashion in the time of the Revolution 
and for some time afterward. 
Dr. Elhott practiced medicine here for seve ‘al years, and was highly 

esteemed. He died March 26, 1809, and was buried with martial hom one. 
Jlis remains were e accompanied to the burying ground by Captain Steele’ 


troop of horse, and Captain Butler’s company of infantry, together Sh 


the clergy of the neighborhood and a large concourse of people from 
town and country, and of the latter. to some considerable distance. An 
appropriate address was delivered at the grave by one of the ministers. 
The Repertory contains a long eulogistic obituary of Dr. Elhott. He was 
a great loss, socially and professionally, to the community. is wife died 
before he came to Dayton. He had two daughters; Julia, who married 
Joseph H. Crane, and Harriet, who married Joseph Peirce. They were 
prominent and useful pioneer ladies. 

April 9, 1809, the Mepertory: contains the advertisement of Dr. P. 
Wood. He pune in Reid’s inn an office and a drug store for the 
sale of “medicine in the small,” which was the first apothecary’s shop 


‘established here. 


One of the earliest settlers was Abram Darst, who was born in 
Franklin County, Virginia, July 25,1782; came to Dayton in 1805, and 
was at the date we have now reached, and for many years afterwards 
engaged in business here. Jie was a man of sterling integrity, highly 
esteemed by the community, and occupied many positions of trust and 
importance. Ilis wife was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, April 
9.1787, and came to Dayton in 1807. Mr. Darst. died February 9, 1865. 
This wife lived to be ninety-five years old, dying December 12, 1882. Mrs. 
Darst was a typical pioneer woman, full of energy and gifted with the 


faculty of taking care of a large household and at the same time assisting 


o 


her husband in his business, as was the custom in Dayton at that day. 


Many a lesson of cheerfulness, patience, industry, and thrift might be 
learued from the laborious but contented lives of the wives of the founders 
of Dayton, could their biographies be given at length. Que of our old 
merehants attributed his success lurgely to the assistance of his wite, and 
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ten elnidren: Julia, Christina, Mary, Sarah, Phebe, Martha, Napoleon 
B., John W., Samuel B., and Alfred Britain. The daughters all married 
prominent business men. Juha married James Perrine; Christina married 
WORsS Dax Nay: married Jacob Walt; Sarah. married “W.-C. Davis; 
Martha marricd George M. Dixon. Napoleon Bb. Darst married Susanna, 
daughter of Valentine Winters. 

In 1809 Mr. Cooper made a revised plat of the town which conformed 
to deeds and patents, and to the plat made by St. Clair and his associates 
in 1795. The present town plat is essentially that of 1809, though large 
additions have been made. 7 

On the 4th of July, 1809, the people had a grand celebration. There 
was a procession of militia aud eitizens from the town and vicinity which 
formed on the river bank at the head of Main Street and marched to the 
eourt house, where they listened to appropriate singing and an oration. 
At the close of the exercises the procession reformed and marched to the 
house of Henry Disbrow, where an elegant dinner was served, tickets 
costing fifty cents. A number of patriotic toasts were drunk. Salutes 
were fired by the Dayton company of infantry, commanded by Captain 
Paul D. Butler, and by Captain James Steele’s troop of Light Dragoons. 

Benjamin Van Cleve, Owen Davis, and William M. Smith were the 
committee of arrangements. They had various sports and games in the 
afternoon and a dauce in the evening. ; } 

This year an ordinance of the select council ordered all males of 
twenty-one years old and upwards, resident within the corporation, and 
who had lived in the State three months, and were not a township charge, 
and not physically incapable, to work for two days every year on the 
streets and roads under the direction of a supervisor, the penalty | of 
disobedience to the order being a.fine of one dollar. 

September 6, 1809, the first Montgomery County political convention 
was held at the court house. David Reid was moderator; Benjamin Van 
Cleve, clerk. The nominations were as follows: For representatives in 
State legislature, Joseph H. Crane, Montgomery County; David Purvi- 
ance, Preble County; for sheriff, Jerome Ifolt; coroner, David Squier; 
commissioner, John Folkerth.. Six hundred votes were east at the election 
and the whole of this ticket was elected. On the 9th a second convention 
had been held, and opposition candidates for sheriff and commissioner 
nominated. David Purviance, in a letter to Wilham McClure, dated 
Chillicothe, December 29, 1809, makes the following allusion to his 
colleague: ‘Mr. Crane is the only lawyer who 1s a member of the house 
of representatives. He conducts with prudence, and is in good repute as 
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a member.” Isaac G. Burnet was president of the select council this year, 
and John Folkerth, recorder. 
The Great Miami was navigable, both above and below Dayton, 


during the ereater part of the year for kecl-boats, which were built like 


) 
eanal boats, only shghter and sharper, as well as for flatboats till about 
1820; when the numerous mill dams, that had by that time been erected, 
obstructed ‘the channel. From’ that’ date till 1829, when the ‘canal was 
opened, freighting south by water, exeept what was done in fiatboats 
during floods, was almost abandoned. That some conception of the 
extent and value of the boating interest during this period may be 
formed, ‘all the facts in regard to it that ‘have been collected will be 
given in this Lis though the account will extend to a date several years 
in advance of the other events related in this chapter. 

The pelts were often loaded with produce, taken in exchange for 


goods, work, or even for lots and houses, for business men, instead of 


having money to deposit in bank or.to invest, were frequently obhged to 
send cargoes of articles received in place of cash, south or north for sale. 
Cherry and walnut logs and lumber were brought down the river by 
rafts. The flatboatmen sold ‘their boats when they arrived at New 
Orleans, and buying a horse, returned home by land. Flatboats were 
“made of green oak plank fastened by wooden pins to a frame of timber, 
and ecaulked with tow or any other pliant substance that could be pro- 
cured,” aud were inclosed and roofed with boards. They were only used 
in descending streams, and floated with the current. Long, sweeping oars 
fastened at both ends of the boat, worked by men standing on the deck, 
were employed to keep it in the channel, and in navigating difficult and 
dangerous places in the river. _ 

The Dayton Repertory for May 24, 1809, contains the edt notice of a 
Dayton flatboat published here. It says: “A flat-bottomed boat, owned 
by Mr. John Compton, of this place, descended the Miami yesterday. 
She was loaded with pork, flour, bacon, and whisky, and destined for 
Mort Adams.) Mir. “Compton's” beat cot sarely through “to the“Ohio, 
though, on account of low water and changes in the channel of the river, 
at Ilamilton navigation was considered dangerous. Other flatboats also 
made the trip this year, but it took them two or three wecks to reach the 
mouth of the Miami. The epertory, noticing the safe passage of Mr. 
Compton’s boat, says: “ Notwithstanding the representations made of the 
danger in navigating the Great Miami, we are well convineed that nothing 
is wanting but care and attention to take our boats with safety from 
this place.” | 

During this year and the next there was much complaint that the 
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Miami, Mad River, and Stillwater had become so obstructed with brush 
dams and fish baskets as to elon navigation, aud a petition was 
presented to the legislature praying that Mad River might be declared ¢ 
public highway, and that the channel of the Great Miami so far as the 
mouth of Stony Creek, be declared a state road, and that a part of the 
three per cent fund set apart by government for the improvement of 
highways, be appropriated to the opening thereof. An effort was also 
made to have the chaunel of Stillwater declared a public highway. 

Fish baskets, of which frequent mention is made in the newspapers 
of the day, were made by building a damon the riffles so as to concentrate 
the water at the middle of the river, where an opening was made into a 
box constructed of slats and placed at a lower level than the dam. Into 
this box. the fish ran, but were win to return. <A basket of this kind 
remained on the riffle at the foot of First Street as late as 1830. 

Raul, D. Bntler, onthe 21st of August , 1809, gives notice in the 
Repertory of his intention to navigate the eat Miami from Dayton to 
the mouth of Stony Creck as soon as the season will permit, and’ fore- 
warns all persons obstructing the navigation by erecting fish baskets or 
any other obstructions that he is determined to prosecute those who erect 
them. He and Henry Disbrow soon after proceeded to build two keel- 
boats. They were built during the winter of 1809-1810 in the street in 
front of the court house, and when finished were moved on rollers up 
Main Street to the river and launched. They ascended the Miami to the 
Laramie portage, which was as far as they could go. Then one of thei 
boats was taken out of the river and drawn across to the St. Mary’s.. For 
some time this boat made regular trips on the Maumee and the other on 
the Miami, the portage between them being about twelve milesacross. A 
freight line, which did a good business, was thus established between 
Dayton and Lake Erie by way of the Miami, Auglaize, and Maumee 
rivers. 

The flatboating business yearly increased till 1829. Nine flatboats 
left the Water Street landing on May 18 and 14, 1811, for New Orleans. 
They were loaded with flour, grain, salt, pork, whisky, and pelts. All 
the boats arrived safely at their destination except one which was wrecked 
at a point twelve miles down the river. <A private letter dated Dayton 
March 28, 1812, says: “‘We had a snow storm,on Sunday last, eight 
inches deep, but as it went off immediately it ie not swell the river 


sufficiently to let Phillips’ and Smiith’s boats out.”” Boats usually started 
when the spring freshet had raised the Miami. \ e 


Shipments were generally made from LBroadwell’s old red warehouse, 
at the head of Wilkinson Street, which was a busy, bustling place when 
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the boatmen were hurrying their cargoes on board, in order to get away 


© 

while the flood was at its height. The red warchouse itself was floated 
off in the freshet of 1828. Boats built up the river landed and tied up at 
Dayton to join those buiit here, and they all proceeded south in a fleet. 
The trip to the Ohio usually oceupied about a week, and it often took 
six or ten weeks more for the remainder of the voyage to New Orleans. 
Sometimes groceries were brought by river from New Orleans to Cincin- 
nati, and then in wagons to Dayton. Some of the difficulties and delays 
of the upward trip are deseribed in the following letter, addressed to 
Steele & Peirce by Baum & Perry, Cincinnati, December 29, 1812: 

«We have just had’ the siete of our barge from New Orleans. 
She was delayed at the falls for nearly two weeks before she could 
over, and after she got over, detained five or six days, waiting for the 
loading to be hauled from the lower landing to the upper, and finally had 
to come away with ak of her cargo only, there being no wagons to be 
had, and ever since she left that place has been obliged to foree her way 
for two weeks past through the ice. These are the circumstances which 
prevented her arriving sooner. Knowing that sugar is much wanting at 
your place, have thought it advisable to load Mr. Mnoch’s wagon, and 
let it proceed to your town with that article, to wit, with six boxes 
weighing as follows: 488 pounds for Mr. Henry Brown; 448 pounds, 
Cooper & Burnet; 452 pounds, Isaac Spining; 480 pounds, Robert Wilson; 
510 pounds, Steele & Peirce; 480 pounds, Major Churchill.” 

The sugar was twenty cents a pound by the single box, and eighteen 
aud three quarters cents per pound, if three boxes were taken by one 
person. The freightage by wagon was one dollar per hundred weight. 


In 1815 people began to congratulate themselves that the sucecss of 


steamboats on the Olio and Whewssibps rivers was assured, and that they 


would enhance the value of property in the western country. Men of 


enterprise and capital on the Olio River were making arrangements to 
import goods from Europe, by way of New Orleans, on ocean stearners 
and river steamboats. The citizens of Dayton wished to share the 
advantage of this direct importation from Europe; otherwise they 
thought their Cincinnati contemporaries would grow rich, while the vast 
sums of money sent from along the Miami beyond the mountains to buy 
goods must leave them poor. The farmer could not wagon his produce 
to the Ohio with advantage. The Miami -.was’a public Inghway, and an 
individual had the same meht to fence off one of the public roads as to 
nnpede the navigation of that stream; yet fish traps and mill dams had 
almost ruined the navigation of the river. 

A writer in the £epublican for, September 4, 1815, whom we have 
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already quoted, says that “the wealth and increased population of the 
waters of the Great Miami demand immediate attention to the navigation 
of that stream, without which the country loses half of its value.” 
Will the people tamely submit to suffer a few men so essentially to 
injure the country? The obstructions in the river must be removed. 
All are interested in an object so important, and it is hoped the settlers 
on the waters of the Great Miami will immediately turn their attention 
to improving its navigation.” 

As a result of all this agitation of the subject, a navigation board 
scems to have been appointed, which met for the first time at the house of 
John C. Tenney, in Franklin, on the fourth Monday of May, 1816. The 
board consisted of the following gentlemen: William C.. Schenck 
and Wilham Sayre, of Warren County; James Thomson and James 
Steele, of Montgomery; Andrew Reed and John Cox, of Greene; Jonah 
Baldwin and Samuel ‘Tibbs, of Champaign; Fielding Loury and John 
Rogers, of Miami County. All the members were urged to attend the 
meeting, which was evidently considered of much importance. 

December 80, 1817, a number of citizens of Dayton and this vicinity 


met at Colonel Reid’s inn and formed an importing and exporting com- 


pany. It was thonght that such an association would be productive of 


‘much good to this neighborhood, as the navigation of the Great Miami 


would soon be opened and our farmers find a market for their produce 
just at their doors. 

In March and April, 1818, seventeen hundred barrels of flour for the 
New Orleans market were put on board boats at Dayton and at points a 


‘few miles higher up the river. 


During the last week of March, 1819, eight flatboats and one 
handsome keel-boat loaded here, shoved off from the landing for the 
markets below, and several flatboats loaded with flour, pork, and whisky 


__ also passed down the Miami. This year a second line of keel-boats was 


established for carrying grain and produce up the Miami. At Laramie it 
was transferred, after a portage_across the land intervening between the 
two rivers, to other boats and transported down the Maumee to the 
rapids, which was the point of transfer from river boats to lake vessels. 
At the rapids there was a large warchouse for storage of cargoes. 

In May Daytonians were gratified to see a large keel-boat, upwards 
of seventy feet in length aud with twelve tons of merchandise on board, 
belonging to H. G. Phillips, and Messrs. Smith and Eaker, arrive here 
from Cincinnati. She was the only keel-boat that had for a number of 
years been brought this far up the Miami, as the river between here and 
its mouth had been much obstructed. The Watchman, after announcing 
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this arrival, says that the time is not far distant when it will not be 
considered a novel sight to see keel-boats and barges arrive from 


below, but impresses upon its readers the fact thatif this anticipation is 
to be realized, the work of removing null dams and other obstruetions 


from the river, which had been begun, must be energetically continued. 


till completed. 

This year an exporting and importing association, called the “Com- 
pany of Miami I’armers,”’ was organized by citizens of Montgomery 
County. Among the corporators were b. Van Cleve, John H. Willams, 
David Lluston, Jerome Iolt, and David Hoover. 

For several days previous to the 21st of April, 1821, the Miami was 
very high, and a number of boats with fine cargoes of the produce of the 
country passed down the river. 

The Watehman, in the spring of this year, contained an article 
expatiating on the value of the Miami River: “ Another advantage which 
this country possesses is the ease with which its produce may be trans- 
ported to New York by the improvement of the navigation of the Miami 
ands thet: eiaer rivers. pa aaa may be made at a very 
trifling expense... . The markets of New York and New Orleans would 
be accessible to our produce. The tee wil some day be presented 
here of avater craft in a eanal that shall unite the waters of Lake Erie 
with those of the Ohio. The scene of navigation the Miami now presents 
to Dayton will be then changed to the canal. It is very pleasing to 
anticipate the time when we shall have boats almost at our doors ready 
to carry us to the Gulf of Mexico, or the city of New York, and when 
we shall have stages passing on the National road through Dayton from 
the remote State of Maine to Missouri.” What would the readers of the 
Watchman have thought had the writer of this communication added to 
his other prophecies the building of our innumerable lines of railways, an 
improvement which probably did not suggest itself to the imagination of 
the most sanguine Daytonian! 

In 1822 for the first time the Dayton paper expresses a doubt of the 
possibility of navigating the Miami. It says that such is the composition 
of the bed of the river, and so lable is it to change, that every freshet 
would make it necessary to repeat the work of improvement, and the 
expense would be very great. 

Seven flat-bottom boats and one keel-boat left here on the 16th of 
March, 1822, for New Orleans. It was thought that they ran great risk 
in starting, and that the Miami was not high enough to earry them over 
the mill dams. All. the boats did not get safely through. 

As. the people of the Miami valley had so far failed in securing a 
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eanal,;movements were renewed m 1824 for the navigation of the river. 
They now hoped that the channel could be so much improved that 
steamboats might be ran between Dayton and Cincinnati. A large and 
enthusiastie mecting was held at Reid’s inn, “at early candle hght,” 
Saturday, April 24th, for the formation of a central navigation company, 
with branch companies throughout the Miami country. dames Steele 
was chairman, George 8S. Houston secretary of the meeting. Various 
committees were appointed, composed of the following gentlemen: 
Joseph H. Crane, Alexander Grimes, George W. Smith, H. G. Phillips; 
William, Grifin, CLR. Greene, and G._S. Eouston., It was suggested 
that locks might easily be placed in the side of the dams that now 
obstructed the river, and the channel cleared and deepened, work in 
which the farmers would no doubt be willing to assist personally, if 
they could not contribute money to pay laborers. | 

It was estimated that a boat capable of carrying a cargo of about 


-two hundred and fifty barrels, and drawing, wheu loaded, nearly three 


feet of water, would cost five thousand, four hundred dollars, and could. 
pass from Dayton to Cincinnati and.back during three months of the 
year: The remainder of the year it could be run, with profit, between 
Cincinnati and Pittsburg. The profits for the three months were reck- 
oned at six thousand, four hundred and fiftcen dollars, and fifty cents 
for freight, and nine hundred and ninety dollars for passengers. The 
fare would be four dollars down and five dollars up the river; deck 
passengers, two dollars. It was thought there would be about. six 
passengers each trip. It was proposed to make five trips per month, 
each trip requiring five or six days. But the navigation company was 
a failure, and the little steamboat was not purchased. 

The last week in April, 1824, three flat-bottomed boats left for the 
New Orleans market, and another passed here from sixteen miles further 
north. All got through safely. One of the boats contained four hundred 
barrels of flour, forty of whisky, and one thousand pounds of bacon. 

Saturday and Sunday, March 26 and 27, 1825, were unusually exciting 
days in Dayton among boatmen, millers, distillers, farmers, merchants, 
and teamsters, as a flect of thirty or more boats that had been embargoed 
here by low water left their moorings bound for New Orleans. Rain had 
begun to fall on Wednesday and continued till Friday, when the river 
rose. “The people,” says the Watchman, “flocked to the banks, returning 
with cheerful countenances, saying, ‘The. boats will get off’ On Saturday 
all was the busy hum of a seaport; wagons were conveying flour, pork, 
whisky, ete., to the different boats strung along the river. Several arrived 
during the day from the north. On Sunday morning others came down, 
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the water began to fa, and the boats earrying about PONY thousand 
dollars worth of the dneldsies of the country got under way.” The whole 
ralue of the cargoes that left the Miami above and below Dayton during 
this freshet was estimated as at Jeast one hundred thousand dollars. Some 
of the boats were stove and the flour damaged, but mest of them passed 
safely to their destination. 

Twelve boats left here for New Orleans in February, 1827, from 
Montgomery and Miami counties, chiefly loaded with flour, pork, and 
whisky. Their cargoes were worth about twenty thousand dollars. The 
river had been high and in fine boating condition for some days. A 
number of boats also left on the 29th of Apml. Two of them struck on a 
rock in going over the Broad Ripple and one immediately sunk. The 
other; belonging to Phillips and Perrine, and chiefly loaded with fiour, 
was able to proceed, though considerably injured. The editor of the 
Dayton paper closes his notice of this accident by saying that he believed 
that the loss on the river during his recollection equaled the amount 
required to make one sixth of the Miami canal, and that for this as well 
as other reasons all would rejoice to sce the completion of this ali im- 
portant improvement. | 

In February, 1828, the last boat, loaded with produce for New Orleans, 
left here by the Miami. The next year freight began to be shipped south 
by canal. As late as 1836,and perhaps a year later, when the canal was 


opened to wales the line of boats on the river to the north was continued. | 


April 28rd a conference of ministers and laymen, which met at the 
house of Colonel Robert Patterson, near Dayton, requested Rev. John 
Thomson, 1n conjunction with David Purviance, Samuel Westerfield, 
Wilham Snodgrass, and William McClure, to collect and arrange the 
hymns, and prepare for the press a book, to be called the Christian ITymn 
Book, containing two hundred and fifty hymns. The price was not to 
exceed seventy five cents a copy; it was to be printed with good type on 
good paper, and to be well bound. It was published at the Centinal office, 
Dayton, as according to a letter written by John Thomson to Wilham 
McClure on May 10th, they could not “get the work done anywhere on 
better terms than at Mr. Burnet’s.” William McClure, of Dayton, received 
subscriptions. ‘This was the first work printed or published in Dayton. 

In the summer of 1810, the Indians were encamped at Greenville. 
There were twenty-four hundred of them living in Ohio, though many 
had emigrated to the West. Five hundred and fifty-nine of them hved 
at Wapakoneta. Tecumseh and his brother, the Prophet, were uniting 
the Indians in the West and South in a league against the whites, and 
their movements were watched by Dayton people with much anxiety. 
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In 1810 D. C. Cooper was elected president of 9 select council sil 
James Steele recorder. ; 

The population of Dayton was three hundred and cighty-three; the 
population of the county was seven thousand, seven hundred and twenty- 
two. ‘The revenue of the county for 1809-1810 was one thousand, sir 
hundred and forty-four dollars, and fifteen cents. Curwen exultingly 
contrasts the small income of the county in 1810 with the ninety 
thousand dollars raised by taxation in 1850, which seems a small amount 
when contrasted with 1885, when the amount levied was one million, 
twenty-one thousand, four hundred and eighty dollars. 

In 1810 the county commissioners paid thirty dol: ars for wolf scalps. 
The next year they paid twenty-two dollars. 

An ordinance, passed by council in 1810, indicates the size of the 
town at that date. The ordinance provided for the improvement of 
the sidewalks along Monument Avenue, then called Water Street, from 
Main to Mill Street; along Hirst, from Ludlow to St. Clair, except the 
south side of First, between Jefferson and St. Clair; and on Main Street, 
from Monument Avenue to Third Street.. The walks were ordered to 
be “laid with stone or brick, or to be completely graveled, and a ditch 
dug along the outer edge of walks,’ aud people were forbidden to 
drive over the walks, except when absolutely necessary. Fines imposed 
for the infringement of this ordinance were to be expended in making 
walks across the streets. The Ohio Centinal, which had appeared ons 
May 10th, when Dayton’ had been five months without a newspaper, 
says, in an editorial, that there will be general rejoicing among. citizens 
and visitors from the country on account of the passage of this law. 

The Centinal succeeded the Fepertory, and was eleven by nine inches 
in size, and published weekly by Isaac G. Burnet til’ 1813, when it was 
discontinued. The editorials are remarkably interesting and well written, 
for the editor was a man of talent and education. Editors in those days 
labored under many difficulties. In consequence of the high water in 
July, 1810, the eastern mail, due two or three days before, had not arrived 
here on the 26th, when the Centinal appeared: The same month,. on 
account of the illness of the private post rider employed by Mr. Burnet 
and the impossibility of procuring another at the busy season of the 
year, subscribers out of town were obliged to do without their paper for 
two weeks. | 

The Fourth of July was celebrated as last year by a procession from 
the river to the court house, where the programme was as follows: Sing- 
ing of an ode; prayer by Rey. Dr. Welsh; reading of the Deelaration of 
Independence by Benjamin Van Cleve, and an oration by Joseph I. 
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Crane. The “oration was eloquent and well adapted to the occasion.” 
The exercises were followed by a dinner under a bower. Seventeen 
toasts were drunk, and during the drinking of the toasts national salutes 
were fired. 

Though Dayton had grown steadily since its incorporation, it was 
still too insignificant in 1810 to appear on the maps of the United States in 
school books; but the people might have consoled themselves by remem- 
bering that Cincinnati was also ignored. by the map-makers. In 1810 
a’ work called) “A New System of Modern’ Geography,” by Elijah 
Parish, D. D., Minister of Byfield, was published at Newburyport, 
Massachusetts. In this curious book, which professes to be very com- 


plete, but is full of amusing blunders and omissions, Nenia is spelled 


Xenica, and Dayton and the Great Miami River are not mentioned. 
Marietta, which was founded by New Englanders, has more space 
devoted to it than that given to all the other towns put together. “No 
considerable towns are yet reared in this vast wilderness,” says Dr. Parish, 
in the chapter on Ohio; “ Xenica, the seat of justice for the county of 
Greene, lies on the Little Miami, six miles from the celebrated medicinal 
springs, near which is a mine of copper or gold. Cincinnati is the largest 
town of Ohio, containing four hundred houses. The public buildings are 
a court louse, prison, and two places of public worship. It is four 
hundred and ninety-three miles from Pittsburg.” 


On the 17th of September Colonel Jerome Holt assembled the Fifth 


regiment of militia at Dayton for training purposes. Militia trainings 
were gala occasions. Dusiness was suspended, and crowds flocked into 
town to. witness the drill and parade. The Dayton troop of Light 
Dragoons were notified in ‘orders, signed by Henry Marquardt, second 
sergeant, to assemble equipped, as the law requires, at MeCullum’s tavern 
to join the regiment. 

In 1811 a colony of Shakers lived in Dayton, and in May of that 
year they were mobbed and warned several times in insulting placards, 
placed on their gate-posts, to leave town or suffer the consequences. They 
seem to have offered no resistance to these attacks of armed men, but 
made a moderate and sensible reply to their assailants in the Mepertory, 
and declined to leave Dayton. Soon after they bought a fertile tract of 
land a few miles southeast of town on which they built a village, where 
the socicty still lives. It is hard to believe that these inoffensive people 
were ever hated or feared and mobbed by their neighbors. 

This year the 4th of July was celebrated with more than the usual 
spirit. ‘The general committee of arrangements was composed of Dr. N, 
Edwards, Joseph IH. Crane, and Joseph Peirce. 
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A sermon was preached at an coe — m neh day by Rev. Dr. 
Welsh. After divine service the usual procession to the court house 
formed on the Main Street bank of the river. ('The Declaration of 
Independence was read by Joseph H. Crane, and an oration was delivered 


by Benjamin Van Cleve. 


For many years there was little political excitement or animosity in 
Dayton. Members of both parties were sometimes nominated on the 
same ticket. Butin 1811 the opposition of the two parties to each other 
had become so bitter and extreme that they were unwilling to dine to- 
eecther on the nee a July as in fees years, and drink patriotic 
toasts ee by a committee appointed at a town meeting. Two public 
dinners were prepared under bowers erected_for the occasion, one by Mr. 
Strain and the other by Mr. Graham. Each company drank seventeen 
toasts, expressing their political opinions, accompanied at Mr. Graham’s 
by a discharge of small arms and ending with an eighteenth volunteer 
toast, which was in the spirit of those preceding it, and was as follows: 
«Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United States.” The’party at 
Mr. Strain’s drank their toasts “under a discharge of cannon and loud 
and repeated cheers.” The final volunteer toast, which was as follows, 
indicates their attitude towards the Democratic party: “ May our young 
Americans have firmness enough to detend their rights without joining 
any Tammany elub or society.” In the afternoon the Rifle Company and 
the Dragoons paraded, and there was a dance in the evening. 

Mills, barns, still houses, and all outbuildings, other than dwellings, 
were in 1811 exempted from taxation. The commissioners ordered a 
standard half bushel. James Wilson was appointed keeper of the 
measures, and announces in the Centinal that he will be at his house in 
Dayton every Satarday to measure and seal half bushels. 

This fall croup, or some other throat disease called. by that name, 
secins to have been epidemic in Dayton, and a large number of children 
died from it. The disease was attributed to “the sudden changes of this 
moist and variable climate,’ and the people were warned that if they 
would save the lives of their children, they must carefully guard them 
against exposure. 

A comet was visible in 1811, aud this, together with the series of 
earthquakes throughout the Ohio valley, which occurred during that 
and the succeeding year, and neither of which had been experienced 
before since the settlement of the western country, were regarded with 
terror by the superstitious, who considered them evil portents, and 
ominous of private or pubhe misfortune. 

The Centinal contains graphic accounts of the earthquakes, from 
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which we shall borrow largely in our description of this terrible visit- 
ation. On Monday and Tuesday, the 16th and 17th. of December, 1811, 
the inhabitants of Dayton were kept in continual alarm by repeated 
shocks. The first and by far the severest shock was felt between two 
and three o’clock on Monday morning. It was so severe as to rouse 
almost every person in the village from his slumbers. Some left their 
houses in affright, and all were terrified at the unusual phenomenon. 
The ‘horses and eattle were equally alarmed, and the fowls left their 
roosts in great consternation. It was not preceded by the usual token 
of a rumbling noise. The earth must have been in a constant tremor 
on. Monday and Tuesday... A. surveyor went out.on Monday. for the 
purpose of surveying a road in the neighborhood, but being unable to 
get the needle to settle, he was obliged to desist. He tried it again on 
Tuesday, with the same effect. | | 
Between eight and nine o’clock on Thursday morning, January 23, 
1812, occurred another shock of earthquake more severe, it was generally 
supposed, than any of those which had preceded it. Jt was equally 
alarming at Cincinnati and other adjacent towns. Several considerable 
shocks followed, the most severe occurring on the morning of the 27th. 


It agitated the houses considerably, and articles suspended in stores were 


kept in motion about one minute. 

About a quarter before four o’clock Friday morning, February 13th, 
the people were again alarmed by this awful visitor. Two shocks in 
quiche, succession), were wtelt, The wombling toise, which is the usual 
precursor and attendant of earthquakes, was distinctly heard to precede 
and accompany both the shocks. Those who were not awake at the 
commencement were sensible of but one shock; but there were certainly 
two, though the intermission was but momentary. There was an inter- 
mission both in the noise and the agitation of the earth; not a total 
one, uta perceptible degree of abatement in both. The noise appeared 
for a few moments to be subsiding, 
loudness, and continued till the second shock was nearly or quite at its 


but recommenced with increasing 


height. It was by far the most awful, both in its severity and _ the length 
of its duration, of any that had been felt in Dayton, and left au impression 
upon the minds of the people which many years did not erase. Persons 
who experienced if in youth spoke of it in old age with a shudder of 
horror. The motion on February 138th was from the southwest, and 
many thought there was also a vertical motion, and that the undulatory 
motion was shorter and quicker than usual. The air was cold and 
remarkably clear, but became hazy shortly after. Many of the inhab- 


itants left their houses; the fowls left their roosts, and cattle and horses 
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manifested the same consciousness of danger. a the evening of the 
same day two other shocks were felt—the first about a quarter to cight 
o’cloek, and the other about half past ten. It snowed, and the night was 
cloudy and extremely dark. A dim light in the southwest was seeu by 
several for some time prior to the first shock in the evening, and disap- 
peared immediately after it. 

The number of the Centinal, which describes the shocks on February 
15th, contains a frightful account of the earthquake which destroyed New 
Madrid, on the Mississippi, and the people 
with awe and dread, it being not impossible that a similar fate awaited 


of Dayton, no doubt, read it 


them. All winter the newspapers were full of startling earthquake news. 
On the 27th of June the most violent tornado ever previously known in 


‘Ohio passed through Montgomery County about cight miles from Dayton. 


The physicians practicing in Dayton in 1812 were Dr. Edwards, Rev. 
Dr. Welsh, Dr. Charles Este, and Dr. John Steele. 

Tis yeerr ae yh I. Crane was elected member of congress; George 
Newcom was elected State senator, and Joseph Peirce representative in 
the legislature. 

The revenue of the county for 1811-1812 
dred and forty-eight dollars, and eighty-seven cents, and the expenditures, 
one thousand, nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars, and sixty-six cents. 


o) 


was one thous sand, seven hun- 


In January the government had begun to raise troops for the war 
with Great Britain. While the Ohio militia were encamped at att 
D. C. Cooper employed them in digging a race from his old saw mill t 
Sixth Street, at the intersection of which street with the present line i 
the basin he erected a saw mill which remained there till 1848. 

A letter written from Dayton in 1812 by a prominent merchant to his 
partner, who had gone east to buy goods, reports “business quite as good 
as couldibe expected. Groceries, especially coffee, are scarce in town. I 
think eight or ten barrels would not be too inuch for us if they can be 
purchased cheap. A good assortment of muslins to sell at twenty-five, 
thirty-three, thirty-seven and a half, forty-five, 


/ 


and fifty cents would be 
desirable, and if L. Paseson ean furnish you with them as cheap at four 
months as for cash, 1 would purchase pretty largely.” Soon after the 
same merchant wrote to a relative that he had becn so overwhelmed with 
business since the arrival of the 4 troops that he had not had time to attend 
to his correspondence. 

Dayton prospered during the war of 1812. A great deal of money 
was made in regular trade and in real estate speculations. Working men 
and mechanics began to buy homes in the spring of 1815, and “ land was 


platted and sold in lots up Mad River as far as the Staunton Road ford.” 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


War of 1812—Ageressions of Great Britain—Tecumsch and the Prophet—Ohio Militia Ordered 
to Report at Dayton—General Munger Orders a Draft—Militia Bivouac Without Tents 
at Library Park—Governor Meigs Arrives—Issues a Call to Citizens for Blankets— 
Block Houses Built in Montgomery County -—Colonel Johnston Holds Council of 
Shawnees—Generals Gano and Cass Arrive—Three Regiments. of Infantry Formed— 
First Troops Organized by Ohio—General Hull and Staff Arrive—Governor Meigs Sur- 
renders Command to Hull—The Governor and General Review Troops—The Three 
Regiments March Across Mad River to Camp Meigs—Leave Camp Meigs for Detroit— 
Difficult. March—Arrive at Detroit in Good Spirits—Munger’s Brigade Disbanded— 
Army Contractors Make Purchases at Dayton—Hull’s Surrender—Consternation of the 
People—Hand Bill Issued at Dayton, Calling for Volunteers—Captain Sicele’s Company 
—Suffering of Families of Soldiers — Kentucky Troops Arrive— Harrison Calls for 
Volunteers and Horses--Dayton Ladies Make 1,800 Shirts for Soldiers—Expedition 
Against Indians Near Muncictown—War Ended—Returning Troops Encamped on 
Main Strest—Dayton Companies Welcomed Home. 


, | ‘HE years of 1812 and 1813 were eventful years in the history of the 


town, as Dayton was the rendezvous of the Ohio and Kentucky militia 
called out for service in the war against Great Britain. It might perhaps 
be correctly said that the treaty of peace signed in 1783 was succeeded by 
a merely nominal cessation of hostilities between the Enghsh and the 
Americans. The people of the United States had from the close of the 
Revolution been exasperated by the aggressions of Great Britain upon 
the neutral rights of this country, and still more by her encouragement of 
the barbarities of the savages, who, it was well known, had received not 
only sympathy, but guns, ammunition, and officers from the forts which 
she unrightfully held to assist them in their battles with our troops. 

The threatening movements of ‘Tecumseh and the Prophet had led to 
a debate in Congress in December, 1811, on the propriety or necessity of 
invading and seizing. Canada early in the spring of 1812, and by this 
means securing the western frontier before the savages had begun 
hostilities. But though Governor Ilull, of Michigan, who from his 
residence on the border was informed of the plans of the Indians and 
their sympathizers, and aware of the extent of the danger that threatened, 
repeatedly urged the necessity of offensive and defensive measures upon 


congress, no heed was given to his wise suggestions. <A private letter 


from Colonel Armstrong to the secretary of war, received in January, 

1812, at last roused the apprehensions of the government, and, moved 

probably -by the colonel’s representations of the state of affairs, early in 
106 
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te spring an eee was eer for raising ante in 01 ui0 to join aioe army 
at Detroit. 

In April, 1812, President Madison issued orders, calling out a force of 
twelve hundred Ohio militia for one year’s service. In obedience to this 
order, Governor Return J. Meigs ordered the major-generals of the West- 
ern and Middle divisions of militia to report, with their respective quotas 
of men, at Dayton on the 29th of April. General Munger was ordered to 
raise a company in Dayton. No companies were raised 1n Preble and 
Miami counties, which were expressly exempted because that quarter was 
threatened by Indians, and it was not thought advisable to draw men 
from there. 

The commissioned and non-commissioned oflicers of the First Bat- 
talion, First fp oul Fifth Brigade, First Division of Ohio Militia, 
were ordered by Major David Reid, commanding the First Battalion to 


-mect at Dayton at the usual parade ground, by ten o’clocl, second ‘Tues- 


day of April, armed and equipped as the law requires, for the purpose of 
a battalion muster. April 11th, the Centinal announces that Governor 
Meigs is expected in Dayton on the 20th to inspect the company of 
rangers that was being raised in this neighborhood, and to give them the 
eoascrnee orders; and, also, that General Munger has received orders 
[mentioned above] for raising a company in his brigade to be marched 
to Detroit. | 7 | 
In its next issue it states that at the battalion muster, Tuesday, April 
14th, advertised on the 11th, the orders were read and also the volunteer 
bill passed by congress, February 20th. “Tt was expected that a suflicient 
number would volunteer to obviate the necessity of a draft, but only 
twenty stepped forth at the call of their country.’ This was the only 
time that the Centinal had occasion to reprove the people for lack of 
patriotism. Hostilities were now just beginning, and the citizens were 
not fully roused; soon the war excitement rose to fever heat in Dayton. 
In consequence of the lack of volunteers, the battalon was ordered 
to assemble on the 16th at Adams’ Prairie, near the mouth of Hole’s 
Creek, five miles from Dayton. Major Adams was also ordered to report 
with his battalion at that place “to have a draft if necessary.” General 
Munger was determined to raise the new company, which was to. be 
commanded by Captain Perry, wholly from these two battahons. The 
law authorized officers to call out all or a part of the militia under their 
command. In case ot long service, if there were not enough volunteei 
it became their duty to draft a sufficient number of men to fill the quota 


from the remainder of the militia. This was what they proposed to do | 


on the present occasion. 
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Ns 23d, eee Pei? s company of rangers was idee to march 
immediately to Laramie. 

The coats of the soldiers in the army of 1812 were blue, with scarlet 
collar and cufls, and they wore coclced hats, decorated with a cockade 
and white feather. 

April 29th, a man was killed and sealped near Greenville, and three 
murdered men were found in the woods near Fort Defiance. This news 
produced much excitement. 

The governor had appointed April 380th as a day of fasting and 
prayer. Religious services were held at the Dayton court house. 

On the first of May, Major Charles Wolverton, of Miami County, 
who had been ordered to march with Captain Reuben Westfall’s com- 
pany, of that county, from Piqua to Greenville, and kill every Indian 
they saw, killed two Pottawatomies, wounded one of that nation, and 
captured two squaws and an Indian boy. 

The order making Dayton the rendezvous of the militia had been 


issued by Governor Meigs early in April, but when on May Ist the first: 


companies arrived, no preparations for their accommodation had been 
made. They bivouacked on the common, now Library Park, without tents 
or other camp equipage till the middle of the month. Many of them 
were without even blankets. By the 7th of the month twelve companies 
had: arrived, and eight or ten more were expected in afew days. There 


° 2 
was not room for all these companies, which contained eight hundred men 


in all, within the town, and some of em encamped just south of Dayton. 

Rioreinion Meigs arrived in town to inspect the troops and give orders 
on the 6th of May. His arrival was announced by a salute of cighteen 
guns by the citizens. In the afternoon he reviewed the militia. On the 
Tth he issued the following appeal from his headqua-ters, at MeCullum’s 
tavern, to the men and women of the State: 


““A CALL ON THE PATRIOTISM OF TUE CITIZENS OF OHIO. 


«The situation of our country has compelled the government to 
resort to precautionary measures of defense. In obedience to this call, 
eight hundred men have abandoned the comforts of domestic life, and are 
here assembled in camp at the distance of some hundred miles from home, 


prepared to protect our frontier from the awful effects of savage and of 


eivilized warfare. But the unprecedented celerity with which they have 
moved, precluded the possibility of properly equipping them. Many, 
very many, of them are destitute of blankets, and without these indis- 
pensable articles, it will be impossible for them to move to their point of 
destination. 
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“ Crmzens or Onto! This appeal is made to you. Let each family 
furnish one or more BLANKETS, and the requisite number will be com- 
pleted. It is not requested as a boon; the moment your blankets. are 
delivered, you shall receive their full value in money; they are not to be 


had at the stores. The season -of the year is approaching when each 


family may, without inconvenience, part with one. 

‘“Motuers! Sisters! Wives! Recollect' that the men, in whose 
favor this appeal is made, have connections as near and dear as any that 
bind you to life. These they have voluntarily abandoned, trusting that 
the integrity and patriotism of their fellow-¢itizens will supply every 
requisite for themselves and their families; and trusting that the same 
spinit which enabled their fathers to achieve their independence, will - 
enable their sons to defend it. I. J. Meras, 

“Governor of Oho. 

“ Headquarters, Dayton, May 7, 1812.” 

There were two thousand Indiaus in Ohio in 1812, one thousand, 
nine hundred and seventy of them being in the northwest corner of the 
State. The latter were divided into five tribes: Shawnees, seven hun- 
dred; Ottawas, five hundred and fifty; Wyandots, three hundred; Senecas, 
two hundred and twenty; Delawares and Muncies, two hundred. 

It became necessary, on.account of the hostile attitude of the 
Indians, to build two or three bleck houses in Montgomery County, 
west from the Miami River to Preble County, as rallying places, for the’ 
settlers of Preble, Dark, and Miami couuties were in special danger, and 
as many as a hundred settlers and their families from that locality fled 
from their homes. The flight of these families inercased the alarm in 
other localities. Scouting parties of Miami County militia were con- 
stantly out on duty to the north and west of Piqua. 

Soon after Governor Meigs arrived in Dayton, he ordered General 


‘Munger and asmall number of the Dayton troops to make “a tour to 


Greenville, to inquire into the situation of the frontier settlements.” 
The General returned on Sunday, the 10th of May, and_ reported that an 
Indian trader, by the name of Conner, who resided at Fort Defiance, had 
been. advised by friendly Indians to move in from the frontier, and also 
that the Prophet was seventy miles from Greenville, and that an attack 
would be made in about six weeks. He also learned that the Prophet 
was said to be rebuilding his town, and that his party was as strong as 
ever. The governor immediately ordered a completely equipped company 
of riflemen from General MeArthut’s command, to march at once to 
Greenville and another to Piqua for the protection of the frontier inhabit- 
ants, who were flying in every direction. 
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ve the Sth Gina Johnston, by order of the governor naka a reduittcil 
of the Shawnee chiefs from Wapakoneta at Piqua. Great anxicty was 
felt to know whether the Indians would declare for peace or war. The 
report of the capture of six Indians and a squaw by the militia. near 
Troy came on the 14th. On the 15th a party of five or six whites, who 
were planting corn, was attacked near Greenville by Indians, and one 
of them wounded. The Indians assembled at Piqua decided for peace, 
but though Colonel Johnston beheved their professions of friendship, the 
inhabitants generally distrusted them. All through the war, by means 
of appeals through the newspapers and various regulations and procela- 
mations, Colonel Johnston endeavored to keep faith with the friendly 
Shawnees, and at the same time to defend Indians and whites from cach 
other. The frontiersman could not believe an Indian less treacherous 
or more worthy of consideration than the wild beasts which he shot 
whenever they showed themselves within range of his gun. Even the 
more intelligent and humane inhabitants of Ohio largely shared this 
distrust and contempt of all Indians; and Indians, professedly friendly, 


did many things which confirmed the -evil opinion the whites had. of 


them. Soon after one of Colonel Johnston’s appeals for a just and 
humane treatment of the Indians was printed, an article unjustly laveigh- 
ing against him and his Indian friends appeared in the Centfinal. Among 
other statements, it was said that at the time he was assuring the peoples 
that the Indians would not annoy the whites in any way, he ordered 


‘them to bring him the ears of all the hogs that they killed, that he might 


pay the owners for the loss of their swine 

On Sunday, the 14th of May, Governor Meigs left Dayton for Cin- 
cinnati, where he expected to meet General [ull ard return to town in 
his company, but arrived on the 15th without the general. On Wednes- 
day, the 13th, General Gano and General Cass arrived in Dayton with 
between six hundred and seven hundred men. There were now about 
fourteen hundred troops here, a large proportion of whom were volun- 
teers. The Centinal announces that Captain Mansfield’s and Captain 
Sloan’s companies of volunteers, and three companies from the eastward, 
were expected in a few days. Governor Meigs 


es was making a ¢reat effort 
to supply the troops with blankets, provisions, and all necessaries. 
Captain Mansfield arrived from Cincinnati May 20th with his eom- 
pany of light infantry. On the 21st three regiments of infantry—the 
First, Second, and Third—were formed. These troops, numbering fifteen 
hundred, were the first organized by the authorities of the State of Ohio. 
Dunean MeArthur was elected colonel of the First, James Denny and 


Wilham A. Trimble majors;) James Findlay colonel of the. Second, 
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Thomas Moore and Thomas B. Van Horne majors; Lenis Cass cbion dl of 
the Third, Robert Morrison and Jeremiah R. Munson majors. The First 
regiment was eucamped south of town, and the other two on the com- 
mons. After the assignment of companies and election of officers, a 
better state of military discipline was maintained than had previously 
been possible. 

Captain William Van Cleve’s company of riflemen, of this county, 
volunteered. their services to the governor, and they and a number of 
others, as more than the State’s quota of troops had already been mus- 
tered into the service, were formed into battahons and regiments, and 
employed in guarding supply trains and keeping open a line of commuini- 
eation with the army. 

The Centinal reported that on Pile 21st five or six men, who were 
covering corn near Greenville, were fired upon by five Indians; one of 
the men was wounded. They immediately pursued the savages, killed 
one and wounded another. : 

General Hull and his staff, having arrived in town, made MceCullum’s 
tavern headquarters. The usually quiet village was now all animation 
and noise, as officers, quartermasters, and commissaries were preparing 
for the departure of the regiments for Detroit. The broad and generally 
almost deserted streets were alive with bustling citizens and country 
people, gazing with curiosity at the uniforms and equipments of the 
passing soldiers, and the stores were full of customers; companies were 
drilling; 


a? 
lines of wagons and pack horses Jaden with provisions, ammunition, and 


mounted officers and couriers galloping in different directions; 


camp equipage, coming in from Cincinnati or the neighborhood, and 
Montgomery County farmers and business men, ever when they were 
enrolled among the volunteers, were many of them reaping a golden 
harvest. 

Ou the 25th Governor Meigs surrendered the command, the duties of 
which he had faithfully discharged, to General Tull. In the morning 
Governor Meigs and General Hull and their staffs rode out to the camp 
south of town and reviewed the First Ohio. The review was followed by 
addresses, and then the gencral and governor returned to MeCullum’s for 
dinner. Jn the afternoon they rode to the camp at what is now Library 
Park, and after making an inspection of arms, accoutrements, and equip- 
ments, reviewed the two regiments. After the review the soldiers formed 
in close column and listened to addresses by the governor and general, 
which were reported in full in the next number of the Ohio Centinal. 

Early on the morning of the 26th the three regiments, with General 
Hull and his staff at their head, crossed Mad River at the ford, neatly 
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opposite the head of the present Webster Street, and marched to a prairie 
three miles from town, on the west bank of Mad River. They named 
their,camp for Governor Meigs. The American flag was run up, the 
troops forming a hollow square around it, and erecting it with cheers, and 
expressing their determination not to surrender it but with their lives. 
Lhe troops, supphed with tents and equipage by the government, were 
more comfortable at Camp Meigs, and also better drilled and disciplined, 
than they had been at their other encampments. | 

On'the 26th, Governor Meigs ordered Captain William Van Cleve’s 
company of riflemen, then in camp at Adams’ Prairie, on Hole’s Creek, to 
march to the frontier of the State west of the Miami, under the direction 
and charge of Colonel Jerome Holt. Colonel Holt was ordered to assist 


the inhabitants of the frontier in erecting block houses in suitable places 


and to adopt any mode he might think best for the protection of the 
settlements. The roads fron Camp Meigs to Piqua were kept free from 
Indians by patrols of militia. Captain Sloan’s troop from Cincinnati 


-arrived at Camp Meigs on the 27th. 
On Monday, the Ist of June, the troops which were designated by - 


the government, the Northwestern army, left Camp Meigs on their march 
for Detroit. The troops were in igh spirits, 7A crowd of people from 
this vicinity, the governor and his staff, and many strangers from Cin- 
cinnati and Kentucky, were assembled to witness the departure of the 
first army of Ohio for the seat of war. They were not encumbered with 
artillery, which was to be supphed on their arrival at Detroit. The 
column was formed as follows: Cavalry on the right; next in line, the 
Second regiment; then the Third Ohio, and on the extreme left the First 
regiment, followed by the wagon train and brigades of pack mules. 

A crowd of people followed the troops the first day, some of them 
sleeping in camp the first night and not returning home for a day or two. 
The regiments marched out what is now the old Troy pike, but was then 
known-as the Staunton road. They camped the first evening at Staunton, 
a mile east of Troy. It had been the intention of General Hull to march 
up the Miami to Laramie, thence over to the Auglaize and then down to 
the rapids of the Maumee. Bateaux and keel-boats had been loaded 
here with corn-meal, flour, corn, and pork, which the troops were to 
escort up the Miami, but the river was so low that the boats strauded on 
the shoals the day they started. The plans were accordingly changed. 
The men were paid off and remained in camp till the 6th, when they 
marched to Urbana, arriving on the 7th and camping in the castern part 
of the town. 

Governor Meigs had gone to Urbana from Dayton on the 8rd to hold 
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a ae with ATASe of | he Shawnee and Wyandot nations. For the 
purpose of impressing the chiefs with the power of the United States 
government, the regiments at Urbana were paraded and reviewed on the 
afternoon of the 8th by the governor. 

The First regiment was ordered on the 11th to cut a road through 
the woods to the Scioto. On the 16th they began to build two block 
houses on the south bank of the Scioto and a stockade, which were called 


Fort McArthur. 


On the 15th the remainder of the army, which had been increased by 
the arrival of the Fourth regiment of the United States Infantry and 
several. militia companies to two thousand, five hundred men, left Ur- 
bana. They arrived at Fort McArthur on the 19th. They marched with 
a strong rear guard and with companies of riflemen on the flanks of the 
army, as the oe were full of hostile Indians. 

June 21st the Second regiment was ordered to continue the road to 
Blanchard’s ford of the Auglaize River. A company was Ieft as a garri- 
son at Fort McArthur, and the remainder of the army marched on the 
22d. The way lay through the swamps and twelve miles from the fort 
they “got stuck in the mud.” Here they built Fort Necessity. Block 
houses similar to this were erected all along the route to store provisions, 


to be forwarded as needed to the troops under the escort of the militia. 


Twenty miles further on they built Port. Findlay on the site of the town 
of that name. Here the Third regiment was ordered forward to elear the 
road for the army, now beginning its march through the Black Swamp, 
part of which is called at the present day Hull’s Prairie. The roac was 
in places knee-deep in mud, and badly cut up by cavalry and pack horses 
and the one hundred and six heavily loaded army wagons. Thirteen 
wagons stuck in the mud and were abandoned. The men plodded wearily 
along through the deep mire for thirty-five miles, yet reached and crossed 
the Mauinee on the 80th in fine health and spirits, and continued their 
march to Detroit. General UWull had, for the protection of stores and 
public property, and to keep open his line of communication, left garri- 
sons of militia at Dayton, Piqua, Urbana, St. Mary’s, Fort McArthur, 
Fort Findlay, and Fort Greenville. ee Munger was ordered up with 
his command of militia from Ifole’s Creek to Camp Meigs after the 
departure of the army from Dayton. His duty was to keep the roads to 
Piqua and Urbana open and to guard the pubhie stores here, a service of 
some importance, as guartermaster’s ordinance, aud commussary’s supplies 
were forwarded to the front by way of Dayton. 

Captain Perry’s company of rangers were constantly out skirmishing 
with parties of Indians between St. Mary’s and Fort Wayne. They 
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killed all their captives. On the 8th of July they were ordered to go as 
far as Vineennes. The governor in order, if necessary, to organize a 
second army, kept bodies of Ohio militia in camp in the southern and 
western parts of the State, and at points along the line of communication 
with Detroit. A’ number were at Fort Meigs ready to report on short 
notice. On the 10th, Governor Meigs, who was then at Chillicothe, 
disbanded General Munger’s brigade, supposing that their services would 
no longer be necded. 

On the Ist of July, Lieutenant Gwynne, of the United States Army, 
opened a recruiting office in Dayton. A bounty of sixteen dolars was 
offered to men enlisting for five years, and three months additional pay 
and one hundred and sixty acres of land were promised to recruits, or 
their heirs, serving their time out, wounded, or killed in the service. 
Men enlisting for eighteen months were to receive the bounty, but no 
land. Boys, with: the consent of parents or guardians, were enlisted as 
musicians. 2 

Army contractors, during the summer, purchased grain and stock of 
the farmers at advaneed prices. One of the contractors advertised for six 
hundred head of cattle, four hundred horses, and three thousand barrels 
of flour; and another for flour, whisky, beef, cattle, vinegar, and bacon, 


1 
{ 


to be delivered at Dayton or any of the block houses that might be 
agreed upon. 

At noon on Saturday, August 22d, the news of the surrender of 
Hull’s army reached Dayton. The people of this neighborhood and on 
the frontier were much alarmed by this terrible disaster. It was supposed 
that he could not have been induced to surrender, unless compelled to do 
so by the overwhelming superiority of the enemy. The distress and 
indignation of the Western people may be imagined—it would be difficult 
to find words strong enough to express it-—when they learned.that, while 
Tftull had an army of two thousand, five hundred men well supplied with 
arms, artillery, ammunition, provisions, cattle, sheep, horses, and stores of 
all kinds, General Brock, of the British Army, was poorly supphed with 
artillery, and bad but one thousand, three hundred and thirty men, three 
hundred and thirty regulars, four hundred militia, and six hundred 
Indians; yet full surrendered without firing a gun. Our soldiers were 
released on parole, landed at various points on the shore of Lake Erie, 
and gradually made their way home. The people throughout the State 
were panic-stricken. The British Army was known to consist principally 
of Indians, and it was feared that, instigated by British officers, roving 
bands of savages would soon begin a barbarous warfare upon the 


defenseless people of IXentucky and Ohio. The suspense was dreadful 
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attendance at the council called at Piqua by United States commissioners, 
and it was very uncertain how they would be affected by the extraor- 
dinary reverse at Detroit. Fortunately they remained friendly, ‘and 
their presence, instead of endangering the people aud the public stores, 
was a protection to the frontier. 

The citizens who had collected in large numbers at the Centinal office, 
on August 22d, to hear the news, recommended the immediate issuc of a 
handbill, containing a statement of the alarming information just received, 
and requesting every able-bodied mau who could furnish a fireloek to 
repair to Dayton the next day, for the purpose of marching immediately 
to the defense of the frontier; to guard the public stores at Piqua, and 
Watch the movements of ‘the Indians in’ that “quarter.” "The response 
to this call justified the Centinal in heading its editorial, relating the 
occurrences of the following two or three days, “Prompt Patriotism,” 
and in challenging “the annals of our country to produce an example 
of greater promptitude or patriotism.” | 

The bad news came Saturday noon. The consternation and aston-. 
ishment were followed by immediate action, and by seven o’clock Sunday 
morning a company of seventy men was raised, organized, and completely 
equipped. It was commanded by Captain dames Steele, and marehed 


in a few hours for Piqua. Men and women worked hard to get the 


soldiers ready to march, and probably few of them went to bed Saturday 
meht. | 

During Sunday five companies of volunteers and two of drafted 
militia from different parts of Montgomery County, and a troop of horse 


commanded by Captain Caldwell, and a rifle company commanded by 


Captain Johnson, from Warren County, arrived here. Captain Caldwell’s 
troop of horse went to Piqua early Monday morning. The other six 
companies, nu mbering in all upwards of four hundred men, were organ- 
ized into a battalion. Major Adams, who had been chosen major of the 
battalion, marched in the afternoon with three hundred and forty-one 
completely equipped men, all volunteers, the two companies of dratted 
militia being left here at Camp Meigs, subject to the orders of Governor 
Meigs. Monday evening and Tuesday several other companies from 
adjoining counties passed through Dayton for “the frontier.” As soon 
as the news of Ilull’s surrender reached Governor Meigs, he ordered 
forty thousand dollars worth of the public property to be removed from 
Piqua to Dayton, and part of it had arrived before the 26th. Tuesday 
afternoon three hundred and fifty men, under the eommand of Captain 
Jenks, who had volunteered before the news of the surrender of Detroit 
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was received, arrived on their way to the front and camped at Camp 
Meigs. A brigade from Greene County, commanded by General Benja- 
min Whiteman, marched on this day. 

General Munger, commander of the Fifth Brigade of the First 
Division of Ohio Militia, was ordered by Governor Meigs, who was now 
at Urbana, to organize troops and take immediate measures for the 
defense of the frontier within his command. He was to cause block 
houses to be erected at suitable places, and to “advise the inhabitants to 
associate and erect suitable stations of defense in such way as to accom: 


] 


modate families.” “The astonishing fate of General Hull’s army,” writes 
the governor, “has exposed the frontier to barbarians. I have written 
express to the secretary of war on the subject of defense. I hope soon to 
see the Kentucky army here, when a regular system of operations will be 
adopted. In the meantime you will direct and advise the most judicious 
course.” : | 

In obedience to this command, General Munger marched with his 
brigade to Piqua, where he superintended the removal of the public 
stores. Captain Steele’s company, which was at Piqua, was ordered by 
General Munger to march to St. Mary’s, which was the most advanced 
frontier post. Captain Steele was placed in command of the post, and 
Private Joseph H. Crane was sergeant-major. They built block houses 
for the defense of St. Mary’s. 

The following is a copy of the pay-roll of Captain Steele’s company 
while at St. Mary’s. It contained but tifty-two names, though seventy 
were enrolled on August 23rd, so that part of the men were probably at 
this time engaged in scouting or other duty. Perhaps some did not go 
farther than Piqua: | . 

Captain, James Steele; lieutenant, George Grove; ensign, James 
McClain; first sergeant, John Folkerth; second, Ralph Wilson; third, 
John Strain; fourth, James Henderson; first corporal, Matthew Patton; 
second, Alexander Grimes; third, George Harris; fourth, David Iender- 
son; privates, Joseph H. Crane, John Deaver, David Brier, Johu McCabe, 
John Rowan, Samuel Walton, Joshua Greer, George Newecom, John 
Newcom, Simpson McCarter, George Ward, William Bay, James Miller, 
John Lowe, Daniel Sunderland, Wilham Vanosdarl, Wilham Mont- 
gomery, James Petticrew, James MeClain, John HUolderman, Samuel 
King, James Brier, Ira Smith, Abraham Smith, George Wollaston, Lewis 
Gordon, Jeremiah Collins, Jonathan Mayhall, David Rifle, Robert Me- 
Cleary, William Van Cogk, James Ray, John Enoch, Ienry Jennings, 
William McCorkle, Andrew Robeson, Moses Hatfield, Moses McNair, 
Alexander Guy, William Fryback, Caleb Worley. 
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The accidental preservation and publication in the Dayton Journal of 
this pay-roll enabled a number of widows and children of the men to 
obtain land warrants from the government. 

It is impossible for the present generation to realize the horrors and 
sufferings of the first year of the war. In King’s “History of Ohio” it is 
stated that “an eye-witness deseribed the country as depopulated of men, 
aud the farmer women, weak and sickly as they often were, and sur- 
rounded by helpless httle children, were obliged, for want of bread, 
till their fields until frequently they fell exhausted and dying under if 
toil. to which they were unequal.” ‘The people of Dayton and Vicinity 
had their full share of their trials and labors. ; 

Monday afternoon, Aucust 3ist, Colonel Wells arrived with between 
three and four hundred men of the Seventeenth United States Regiment, 
lately recruited in Kentueky, and also Captain Garrard, with a volunteer 
troop of horse, from Bourbon County, Kentucky. They left the next day. 

On Tuesday morning, September Ist, General W. H. Harrison, who 
had been appointed commander-in-chief of the Kentucky velunteers, 
arrived in town and remained a few hours, and as a mark of respect and 
approbation, the citizens announced his arrival by firing a salute of 
eighteen guns. While they were receiving General Harrison in front 
of the court house square, Brigadier-General Payne arrived, with three 
Kentucky regiments, making a foree of cighteen hundred men, and 
marching up Main Street, halted near Second Street. They were also 
greeted with a discharge of cannon. “A Mr. Wright, while engaged in 
firing the salute, had one hand shot off and the other badly injured. 

The Centinal, in an editorial in its next issue, says that, “in the 
present hour of gloom and despondency, no event could have given more 
general satisfaction than the appointment of General Harrison.” “We 
trust the gallant Kentuckians, under their accomplished leader, will 
retrieve the tarnished honor of our country.” The people congratulated 


themselves a few months later that the army now had a man instead of 


an old woman to lead them. General Harrison left Dayton for Piqua 
Tuesday afternoon. 

‘he following letter from the Kentucky volunteers, thanking the 
people of Dayton for the attentions they had received from them, was 
published in the Centinal on the 2d of September: 

“Srare or Onto, | 
‘CAMP NEAR Dayton, ; 
| “September 1, 1812. ) 

“The commander of the Kentucky voluntecrs begs leave to return 
to the citizens of Dayton the thanks of himself and the army under his 
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command for the tribute of respect paid to them in passing through town. 
They flatter themselves that, in the hour of trial, they will not be found 
unworthy of the confidence of their country. They feelingly commiserate - 
with the citizen who, in paying them that tribute, was maimed by the 
accidental going off of the cannon; and they beg leave to present to him 
a small sum of money, a voluntary contribution of the officers towards 
defraying the expenses of his cure. 
“Ipy order or the general. 

“ Asa Payne, Aid-de-camp. 
“THOMAS SMITH, Secretary.” | ; 

At this time two reginitnts of Montgomery “County militia were 
stationed at Piqua; Major Adams’ battalion was ordered to St. Mary’s, 
and Colonel] Jerome Holt and his regiment to Greenville, where they 
were directed to build a block house and stockade. Meinforcements were 
sent to Laramie, and the defenses there strengthened. Fort McArthur 
was garrisoned with Ohio militia, and the works there and at Fort 
Manary and Urbana were enlarged. As the Indians were threatening 
Fort Wayne, if became necessary tq obtain reinforcement for Major 
Adams’ battalion, who were about to march from St. Mary’s to the relief 
of that post. The following address and call for troops were thefefore 
issued by Governor Meigs and General Harrison: 

7 “Piqua, September 2, 1812. 
“ Bellow-Citizens of Ohio: : 7 

“At a moment like this I appeal to your valor and patriotism. 
Major General Harrison will rendezvous a respectable force of Kentucky 
volunteers at Dayton, on the 15th instant, for a short expedition. 

“General Harrison desires to add to his troops any number of volun- 
teers from the State of Ohio, who will serve on the expedition, not 
exceeding thirty days. | 

“All those who will embrace this favorable opportunity of distin- 
gushing themselves under an able commander, and of rendering to the 
State of Ohio a valuable service, will, in their equipment and movements, 
follow the directions of General Harrison hereto subjoined. | 

| “VR. J. Matas, Governor of Olio.” 
“VOLUNTEERS WANTED. 

“ Any number of volunteers, mounted and prepared for active service, 
to continue for twenty-five or thirty days, will be accepted to rendezvous 
at the town of Dayton, on the Big Miami, on the 15th inst. — 

‘““Tt is expected that the volunteers will provide themselves with 


salted provisions and a portion of biscuits; those who are unable to 








OTH X et 


' + de not 
ef ¥ Mj GS tO 


batial od it 


hielo? Liter 







































p t d 
¥ ak 
‘7 
pas A 
! m 
; oe fod { } i 50 
i ae er ae 1 i j ‘bh Ot 
‘ bite } ? 
t t 
' 
i t 
Ot ane 
l sty j i" bs } 
’ FE) Us bees, 
J ine i 
: fi i lol C)ary H 
i , , cy} j ret } aN any 
» i 
; pare § 1 f 4 
f ia = , 
ne Z 
\ ! § oro ane 
; cn nD 
Li * ie i 
Polen Te ett, aan) an , 
; 5 \ an " se aly 
mae Very py ON EE ED! KE eRe Oe Cee BODES aoe: “ 1) 
1 1 rh P y feb Ny oe au} . Y , ? 
L 
f 4 y , a! t 
' \ Ay iw | Pree aka H i 
1 ‘ 
4 ee a 
j i i " { ue eee ae 
4 — / Ailss 
; { A eran Linde 
j pid’ bt) ' ae eS oi eu | (4 
re Ce ay tay ea 
¥ f rit F ag ee Oat Om | y i 
y , ia 
i t VER pit as BEELER vn 
ie mae Me An hae kT 
at tii ict + | ae | me en +t gata ‘ad 
pc beaten Ot 7 f Bi | fi oarsily we 
MEAT! } are iors Dy ral ' 
nf at é rc ne 
; i i bis is tre) y } iy ‘7 ug 
ia 
aon SPC hd ae at aren; 
: ATR het fattiok hed vr MEO 
' ; $ , =) 
‘ ‘ r Il R i ’ ove “ A) ’ 
Ba ik pba: “art Doreen pss hodirsor wt Pine be hit Ov oot iit et 
e4 J = } | a 3 } : 
; ; Tn rib f i 
On ETP PL Oe EROS (ihr So amen ab OTA (inoue 
fowrohiiio. ¢) i lor Da oth [ht PP; a Yaaey ies em | ; iy 
a oe | eer oped Le De wu a Ne | ii) ies not ey 


dion satloenaly” Su bacoateg, bise’ ata sti: a i. dd dae} 


. P ‘ St Pad th ip re | ; 
od ghilt bal aaa “‘onbew Smad sabi Oat 1, hie rh ao he hi 


i ah aa i i a eG el a il LA BE DE a de ee PELLET EST OOO OP LTP I Nt, Sorereneae res 


WAR OF 1812. 1198 





give their country their services on this occasion may be assured that an 
opportunity of distinguishing themselves will be offered. 

“7 shal] command the expedition in person, and the number of troops 
employed will be adequate to the object proposed. 

“J will also hire a number of substantial horses; fifty cents a day will 
be allowed for each horse provided with saddle and bridle. 

“Those patriotic citizens, who are unable to afford personal assistance, 
will render essential service to their country by furnishing the horses, 
which must be dchvered in Dayton on the 14th inst., to a person who will 
be authorized to receive and receipt for them. 
| « Wintiam H. Harrison. 


“‘ Headquarters, Piqua, September 2, 1812.” 


“ HEADQUARTERS, Piqua, 
“September 5, 1812, 4 4. M. 
“ Mounted Volunteers: | 
~ “T requested you in my last address to rendezvous at Dayton on the 
15th: inst.. [ have now a more pressing call-for your services! The 
British and Indians have invaded our country and are now besieging 
(perhaps have taken) Fort Wayne. very friend to his country, who is 
able to do so, will join me as soon as possible, well mounted, with a good 
rifle and twenty or thirty days’ provisions. Ammunition will be furnished 
at Cincinnati and Dayton, .and the volunteers will draw provisions (to 
save their salted meat) at all the public deposits. The quartermasters 
and commissaries will see that this order is executed. 
WiuiitaM IT. Harrison.” 


The brigade of Kentuckians, under command of General Payne, 
who, after a short stay in Dayton, had proceeded to Piqua, were ordered 
to St. Mary’s on Sunday, the 6th, and a thousand men also marched to 
the saine place from Urbana. 

Three hundred mounted infantry from Kentucky, commanded -by 
Major Richard M. Johnson, arrived here on Sunday. They proceeded 
to Piqua on Monday, but bivouacked Sunday meght on Main Street. 

* On Monday, September 7th, General Ilarrison left Piqua for St. 
Mary’s to take command of the troops, which he had been concentrating 
there for the expedition to Fort Wayne. Just before he left for his army 
he issued an address to the people of Ohio, calling for about cight hun- 
dred horses, each provided with a saddle and bridle, as he wanted to 
mount at least one of his regiments of infantry on horseback. The terms 


were fifty cents a day for each horse and equipments, to be paid for by 
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the United States should they be lost, or should the horses die any other 
than a natural death. Jesse Hunt and Peyton Short were authorized to 
engage the horses, and they issued the following notice: 


“ HEADQUARTERS, Piqua, September 8, 1812. 


“The subseribers will attend in Dayton, at the house of. Major David _ 


Reid, on the loth and 16th of this month to receive and receipt for horses. 
“ Jesss Hunt, 
“PEYTON SHORT.” 


The army collected at St. Mary’s numbered four thousand, and 
General Harrison marched for Fort Wayne on September 9th. The 
distance was fifty-five miles, and he arrived on the 12th. The enemy, 
without awaiting the chances of a battle, fled before him in all directions. 
He destroyed the Indian villages, and then returned to St. Mary’s. Major 
Adams’ battalion, from this county, was discharged, and returned home, 
where their prompt patriotism shown in volunteering for the defense of 
the frontier, without an instant’s delay, was highly appreciated. 

There was no regularly organized hospital here, but many sick and 
wounded soldiers received medical and surgical care and nursing in 
Dayton trom our physicians and patriotic women. Dr. Jolin Steele, who 
settled here in 1812, devoted himself to this work, as did other doctors, 
who, dying early or removing soon after to other places, are not so well 
known to our community. } 

In September General Harrison was commissioned major-general in 
the United States Army and commander-in-chief of the troops in the 
Northwest Territory, and ordered to take Detroit. The courier, who 
passed through Dayton to St. Mary’s with this good news, received a 
warm weleome. 

Brigadier-General Winchester and staff dined in Dayton on Sunday, 
the 18th. They were on their way to join General Harrison, who, declin- 
ing to serve as second in command under Winchester, had been made 
commander-in-chief. Winchester was another old Revolutionary relic 
of the Hull stamp. The unfortunate Hull was court-martialed, found 
guilty of cowardice and unsoldier-like conduct, and sentenced to be shot, 
but was pardoned by the president. 

September 16, 1812, a regiment of Kentucky volunteers, under 
command of Colonel Pogue, and several companies of Indiana militia 
were encamped at Camp Meigs, awaiting General Ilarrison’s orders. On 
the 17th, General Harrison haying received his commission, began to 
prepare for his campaign against Canada. ITlis troops were neither 
drilled nor supplied with sutlcient ammunition, provisions, and other 
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necessaries. Ordinance and commissary supplies were immediately 
obtained from the government, but he was obliged to request contribu- 
tions of warm clothing and blankets from the citizens of Ohio, Indiana, 
‘and, Kentucky. Captain Steele’s company, which had volunteered: for 
short service, was now returning home, and by them he sent this appeal 
to the ladies of Dayton: 


“ Heapquarrers, Sv. Mary’s, September 29, 1812. 
“General Warrison presents his compliments to the ladies of Dayton 
aud its vicinity, and solicits their assistance in making shirts for their 
brave defenders, who compose his army, many of, whom are almost 
destitute of that article, so necessary to their health and comfort. The 
materials will be furnished by the quartermaster; and the general confi- 
dently expects that this opportunity for the display of female patriotism 
and industry will be eagerly embraced by his fair country-women. 
“WitttamM H. Harrison. 
“«P, $.—Captain James Steele will deliver the articles for making the 
suits on application.” 


The shirts were made of materials furnished by the Indian depart- 
ment, and which had been prepared for annuities for the tribes in arms 
against the government, but withheld in consequence of their hostile 
attitude. 

The ladies. of Dayton and this neighborhood, “with a zeal and 
promptitude honorable to themselves and the State,” and without com- 
pensation, immediately set to work, and by October 14th had eighteen 
hundred shirts weady jor the use of the ariay... A large quantity of 
clothing was afterwards sent to the Kentucky troops, via Dayton, from 
ams, Kentucky. | 

Early in October Major Adams raised a company of mounted rifle- 
men who expected to march at once to Fort Defiance, but as the Indians 
from the Mississinewa River region were becoming very troublesome to 
the inhabitants of Preble and Greene counties, the new Dayton company 
-was_ordered to Fort Greenville. The Indians murdered any of the 
people of those counties whom they found outside of the block houses 
and stole many horses and cattle. Two httle eirls were killed on the 2nd 
of October within half a mile of Greenville. The savages did not make 
their way to Dayton, but they approached near enough to alarm the 
people, who did not feel assured that their turn to take refuge in block 
houses would not come. General Winchester on the 4th of October 
arrived at ort Defiance from Fort Wayne with his command and rebuilt 


the fort. His force consisted of three Ientucky regiments, four com- 
9 
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panies of soldiers of the United States nie a troop of horse, and 
Captain Ballard’s company of spics.’ Owners of horses, saddles, and 
bridles, taken at Dayton for the army, were notified that they would be 
retained as government property and paid for agreeably to the valuations. 
An agent was sent here to receive the army horses, of which the valley 
was full, and which had strayed from the camps and battle-fields. 

General [Harrison was maturing his plans for the campaign, in the 
latter part of October, and had arranged for the advance of his army in 
three columns by different routes to the Maumee Rapids, and thence in a 
body to Detroit. But the country was inundated by the heavy rains 
which fell in November, and as the roads were impassable, he was obliged 
to defer all military movements till spring. Ue established his head- 
quarters at Franklinton, Franklin County. The Pennsylvania and 
Virginia troops were stationed at Upper Sandusky. The Ohio, Indiana, 
and some Virgima volunteers were at Urbana, under command of Gen- 
eral Tupper. As long as the rivers continued in good boating condition, 
supplies were to be forwarded in boats up the Miami to St. Mary’s, across 
the portage, then down the A uglaize and Maumee, across the lake and up 
to Detroit. When cold or dry weather rendered the roads passable, sup- 
plies were to be sent through Urbana and Fort indlay, but during the 
war all stores or reinforcement by whatever route, by land or water, they 
proceeded, went via Dayton. | 


a 


ecneral notified the people that 


-In the fall the deputy commissary g 
the public stores must be forwarded at all risks by water, and issued the 
following order: 

“Tt has become necessary to run boats from the mouth of the Great 
Miami to Laramie loaded with. public property, and it is expected that 


those who own dams will immediately make arrangements for letting the 


boats pass with expedition and safety; otherwise their dams will be in- 


jured. The publié boats must pass at all risks.” 


‘ive dine: or eC ne was guarded against the Muississinewa 


Indians by detachments of the-militia of this valley stationed at Dayton, 


Greenville, St. Mary’s, and Urbana. The ladies of Dayton, though not 
formally organized into a soldier’s relicf society, were constantly engaged 
in making or collecting clothes and supphes for Montgomery County 
volunteers in the field or in the hospitals. War was no new thing to 
many of them, as their relatives bad served in the Revolution or under 
St. Clair and Wayne, and former experience enabled them to prepare 
speedily and in the best manner the articles that were most needed. 
Though the muddy roads to Urbana were almost impassable, supplies 


were constantly forwarded by army agents stationed at Dayton till the 


— oe 
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fall of 1813. They bought up all the salt meat, grain, flour, horses, cattle, 
tow linen, and similar articles that farmers or merchants and traders 
would sell. It was a difficult matter to transport supplics through the 
uimost bottomless mud of the roads and over the swollen uubridged 
streams which were crossed by rope ferrics. Traveling was not quite so 
difheult when the ground was frozen. Colonel Robert Patterson, the 
forage-master, advertised for fifty ox-sleds and fifty horse-sleds, which it 
was hoped the farmers would hire or sell to the government. Country 
boys, too young to volunteer as soldiers, were employed as teamsters. The 
farmers furnished horses, oxen, and sleds on condition that they should 
not be taken further than Urbana or St. Mary’s. Supplies purchased 


here were delivered to Colonel Robert Patterson, forage-niaster, at the — 


government store-house, on the west side of Main Street, between Monu- 
ment Avenue and First Street. THe paid three dollars a ine for sleds that 
would han! six barrels of flour. Hight dollars a barrel was paid by the 
government for flour delivered at Piqua or Urbana, and ten dollars if 
delivered at St. Mary’s. Seventy-five cents a gallon was received for 
Whisky delivered at the latter place. 


On the Ist of December a detachment of soldiers, under command of 


Lientenant-Colonel John B. Campbell, of the Nineteenth United States 
Infantry, arrived in Dayton, where, as they were only partially mounted, 


thev remained until the 11th to procure horses. They also, while here 
4 sy) ») 5s 


drew.ten: days’ rations and forage. On the llth, leaving their heavy 
bageage here, they left Dayton for an expedition against the Indians in 


the Mian villages, near Muncietown, on the Mississinewa, a branch of 


the Wabash. Colonel Campbell’s force was about seven hundred strong, 
and consisted of Colonel Sunrall’s regiment, Captain Garrard and Captain 
Hopkins’ companies of cavalry, from Kentucky; Captain Elliot’s com- 
pany of infantry, recruited in this State; Captain Marrigell’s company 


of cavalry, and Captain Butler’s and Captain Alexander’s company of 


infantry, from Pennsylvania. The utmost secrecy as to the object of the 
expedition and great caution to~prevent surprise by the Indians was 
observed during the march. A third of the command was on guard 
every night. The weather was bitterly cold and the ground: covered with 
snow during the Jatter part of their march. Early on the morning of the 
17th of December, having marched all might, they surprised and de- 
stroyed the first of the Indian villages. Three others were taken and 
destroyed the same day. The next day, shortly after sunrise, the savages 
attacked our troops and were routed. ‘Thirty Indians were killed during 
this expedition, fully sixty wounded, and forty-three taken prisoners. 
Our loss was eight killed and forty-cight wounded. Nearly half the 
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horses were killed or lost. The soldiers who had been killed were 
interred, and stretchers made for those, of whom there were forty, who 
were too badly wounded to ride. Late in the afternoon the army began 
their return, and after proceeding three miles, encamped for the mght. 
The next day they marched fourteen miles and camped. One half the 
men were placed on guard, while the others erected breast works. The 
men had exhausted their supply of provisions and forage; snow and ice 
rendered the roads alinost impassable; the wounded were suffering from 


-eold and exposure and from lack of surgical attention and nursing, and 


the hands, feet, and ears of nearly every man in the foree were frosted. 
On the 22d, Major Adams arrived from Greenville with ninety-five men, 
and immediately supplied the almost starving soldiers with a half ration 
each. The next day Colonel Holt also came to their assistance with 
provisions, so that they were able to march to Greenville, which they 
reached on the 24th. While in camp twelve miles this side of Greenville, 
a resolution of thanks to Colonel Holt and Major Adams and their men 
for the prompt and efficient relief they had 


afforded them, was voted by 
Colonel Campbell’s command. 

They arrived at Dayton on Sunday, the 27th, where they rested for 
several days before proceeding to their headquarters at Franklinton. 
Only two hundred and three of the men were fit for duty; two of the 
wounded had died on the road. The Centinal says that “their solemn 
procession into town with the wounded extended on litters, excited 
emotions which the philanthropic bosom may easily conecive, but it is 


-not in our power to describe them.” Sympathy did not exhaust itself 


y 
taking less than four or five, and Sunday was devoted by the ladies of 
Dayton to the care of the wounded and the refreshment of their weary 
comrades. This work of mercy prevented the usual Sunday services at 
the churches. religious services for the troops were appointed for the 
next Wednesday, and the following order was issued by Colonel 
Campbell: 


“ DETACHMENT OrpER, Dayton, Onto, 
December 28, 1812. 

‘The troops will attend divine service on Wednesday, the 30th inst., 

in camp, at 12 o'clock. When we consider the wonderful interposition of 

Divine Providence in our favor during the last fatiguing, dangerous, and 


5) 


distressing expedition, gratitude for these favors requires our united and 
sincere thanksgiving for our deliverance. I[ hope the troops, whom I had 


the honor to command in time of peril ‘that tried men’s souls, will attend 



































ee oo 


rte Wf step et: hut vintiae, eu ot ie 


sal een a sak gail eer ink hae a 
Ato dut a wt ti aqotiety aatint, soritd teal shh 
ot Mead oe -horpiano: Dawn aot iap. is aero) fron snug 
uf? abe yw teers beryooieiokto eit ali W cbse tad 


"TY fivwh dt v0 ; © pans “Hi 5) ; lyf tat mile veer 14) h ‘be i Inge sap a py ued 
ms! | Naess th ity ; bi ladicey ; matt ‘ A ges tiny f ei : 
ilom, ioe Feed ) 4 Pepsadi sits ve avd i . 
aK & hea shee (OR OTTR. ly wea} viet 08 allt phe aaneoq 


Lode iene eave olf nl aie sow geion wr Jo Beni bane, sear ues aut 


yey coh eyrey! [sanyy int) i: AT fy, Ps) 


Ne nag elt 20, 






“nent. aah Ran tne: 


















‘ TS E by ey ; rae . ; 
(ASPAe4 Eeh py (fide Cries. Pears ape boil patie by DL. 
4 ‘ -= ! : : ‘ ; : ts le is is Brg. ; 
hey be ives Es) bane ef) tats ‘f } ay 
pape WOU ET Ree, rR OT RO CR fat lca he 
. ; | roan Av 2 7 fe formes : 4 is ¥ , ad 5 ne 
ruil’. todthve Jolt On hitiaur Ob ohile. 19 


if j ry Vy hy io ‘ be iif Fi tes es be 


zi, 
Se: 
ge 
~ 
as, 
— 
ane, 
— 
— 


Sti miheld:: bts WAAL CAE. wart ei MeTSV Ey a 





rel ifiadiain Weiw: sid PP 
| | RSM ee pate 

fi) betert vod aso het acl rabarne gh HEE i te Bie 
ip generar Te | toy tae py Ks yl Thodld 3 ai HOD Orr ¥ | ol ai z 
odt Yo ow) pole at i os corto bo vod: frets {orci 
| riba 

eng wee ie aa yh) Pere Diy haan ay onda id oye Pay Hos cebihy ‘woieovoye. 


Saat ; { DE ee pny OT ee ha: | Ribs 
pale ol oe baudd ye Lan Ay HVE fh DRONE Myetet FF) hath f 








Wi gviwnoo views yam ceoaod siqowtustiiiy a Alene megane 7 
wi deaules Jon Lib wattage “ythdd olbrooh st ic i Nou. 
ALE eo A mid oilt oak, nidgt sow aathloe odd agi at 
tovapiied wails yal Looroh eo. sophie” fgin vit veo oe baad coil gridit 


‘eC'tRe yn ated Yo dantuleetlow webs Dice hed iesse ve elt Ye eae: eyif ed veo eae ia, 

vit (MIT Ties vit Dulane pre Yovonl lo ase wy “hl P ao biog. 
od wl feteioiyn ota eyounl onl) ql pastries aroigdonl alt eile. oslt 
Latha! on) vif Loieet i, HO5 it) my itor ed data Rk Praeonn Sv ee! edit 


ete wit 


ie 


a. a } 5 a Ae | : ae | wr oe See teat e r Lon Pi 4 sine 
Pom) wor. ainO Taare» ea em 
IGE BS sod tenn 


ele IOS ols, pile caus fia if vied, f obese duntriy tivatia iw nig nett 7 es if he 
to was itiacup tat até il? wate Hrd bs folifeago ey Mt a hf aoe (y ne be apenas. ab 
Ajit 280 Oey isi) casiisielal bal ode ‘ntti ered x00 Mi socnbivon D otuivil : a 
Atk bee DET 94) ee ae aruwidl | aebala aad aD ny, reer bahay ipa, pts | 


bail . shall “f a smiaah ots men Sy Pi iitry F ni biorii Peavy ative sds 4h 











a eee ae ee 


Lee | eee 


WAR oF 1812. 125 


with suitable decency and join in devoutly expressing our obligations to 
that Being whose protection we have all felt and witnessed. 
“ Joun B. CaMpBELL, 


“‘ Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding.” 


After remaining here a few days, Colonel Campbell’s foree went on to 


Franklinton, but many of their wounded were left in Dayton and re- 


mained for some time. They were carefully nursed by our people. Several 
of them died and were buried here. 

One thousand Indians of the Miami and Delaware tribes, which had 
been reduced to a starving condition by Campbell’s expedition, came to 
Piqua to place themselves under the care of the Indian agent employed 
by the government. : 

Heavy rains began early in January, 1818, which again made the 
roads difficult to travel, and soldiers, artillery, wagons, and pack horses 
moved slowly, yet they were kept in motion, and Dayton continued the 
thoroughfare for everything passing to the frontier. 7 
A company was organized here in January, 1813, by Captain A. 
Kdwards and marched immediately. Captain Edwards, who was.a Dayton 
physician, had served as a surgeon in the army in 1812. 

About the middle of January an engagement at the River Raisin, 
for which General Winchester was responsible, resulted in defeat and the 
loss of thirty-two officers and four hundred and seventy-four non-com- 
missioned officers and privates, who were killed, wounded, or missing. 
General Harrison fortunately soon arrived and checked the disaster. A 
deep snow had fallen in the north and lay long on the ground, which 
made the continual motion of the troops this winter hard and disagreeable 
to them. ‘The soldiers, many of them having no means of obtaining new 
shoes when their old ones wore out, made themselves moccasins this 
winter of undressed hides. 

Ohio and Ixentucky troops, whose term of enlistment had expired, 
returned home through Dayton in February and usually spent a night on 
Main Street. The river was high, and stores in large quantities were 
sent by boat from Cincinnati, and also through the swamps from Laramie 
Creek to the Auglaize and thenee to Fort Defiance. 

Reinforcements were required in the spring, and two new Ohio 
regiments were to be raised. General Harrison, by lis personal efforts 
and visits to Urbana, Franklinton, Chillicothe, Cincinnati, and Dayton, 
sueceeded in obtaining the desired recruits, who were soon on the march 
in small bodies for the north. 

In April General Green Clay’s brigade of JXentuekians passed 
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through here, spending the meht in ae rai on hee ee which was 


t, 


nothing but a mudroad, and was deep in mire at that time. Slow and 
dificult as marching through the almost peu Ou ass mud. iwas, \they 


arrived at headquarters in time for the opening of the campaign at. 


Fort Meigs, on the rapids of the Maumee. The British and Indians 


besieged it in the latter part of April, but soon retreated and retired 
(aD) y) 


to Canada. 

On the 12th of May between twenty and thirty Indians arrived in 
Dayton as hostages from the Miami tribe. : 

On the 19th of May James Flinn, second heutenant of the Second 
Company of United States Rangers, opened a recruiting ollice here to 
enlist thirty or forty good rangers for one year (unless sooner disbanded); 
pay, one dollar a day. He had recruited his company bere ip i: 12 

This year occurred Perry’s victory on Lake Mrie, Harrison’s epee 
of Proctor, and the defeat of the British at the battle of. the Thames, 
which ended the war in the West. Returning Ohio and Kentucky 
soldiers were now constantly on the march from the north through 
Dayton, and the town was full of people from different parts of the 
country who had come to mect relatives serving in the various companies. 
Sometimes the volunteers encamped in the mud on Main Strect became a 
httle noisy and troublesome. 

The Dayton companies received an enthusiastic welcome home. 
Streets and houses were decorated, and a flag was kept flying from the 
pole erected on Main Street. A cannon was also placed there, which was 
fired whenever a company or regiment arrived. The people at the signal 


gathered to welcome the soldiers, whom they were expecting, and for 


whom a dinver on tables set out of doors was prepared, and the rest of 


the day was given up to feasting 


s, speeches, and: general rejoicings. Our 


by. the first of Deeember, but as they had 
been in constant and active duty since their departure for the front, a 
number of brave men had fallen on the battlefield, and. others came 


home in enfeebled health or suffering from wouuds which shortened their 


companies had all returned 


lives, so that many families in this neighborhood had more cause for 


sorrow than for joy when the troops gayly marched into town. 

The war, though virtually over in the West, had not quite ended 
along the lower end of Lake Erie, and a few of the Ohio nilitia did not 
return home till 1814, and others during 1814 and 1815 were called out 
for short periods for duty at St. Mary’s, Fort Wayne, Fort Defiance, 
and Greenville. 

The Americans and British had a number of skirmishes at Detroit in 
1814, but the former held their own. In 1810 peace was declared. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


First Mechanics’ Society—Thanksgiving on May d5th—Dayton Bank—Alexander Grimes— 
Stone Jail—Mr. Forrer’s Account of Dayton in 1814—Colonel David Reid—J. W. Van 
Cleve’s Description of Flood of 1$14—Proclamation of Peace—Female Charitable and 
Bible Society—First Market House—Dayton Merchants in 1815—H. G. Phillips—G. W. 
Smith-— William Eaker—Obadiah B. Conover—William Huffman— Moral Society— 
Associated Bachelors—Bridge Over Mad River—VWirst Sabbath Schools—Bridge Street 
Bridge—Stage Coaches i815-1528—Camp Meeti ngs— Menageries—Cooper’s Millis Burned 
—First Fire Company—George A. Houston—Wolf Scalp Certificates—Cut Money-— 
Iever Prevails-—Joseph Peirce— Dayton in 1$21--Charles R. Greene--Cheapness of 
Provisions—The Gridiron—First Musical Society—Colored People Emigrate to Hayti— 
First Fire Engine—Execution of McAfee. , 


AIURDAY, Mareh t5, iste. at four’o clock’ im the afternoon, the 
Site ile of Dayton met at the tavern of Hugh McCnllum for 
the purpose of forming a meclianies’ society. ‘This was the first work- 
inemen’s association organized in Dayton. 

The 5th of May was this year set apart by the governor of Olno for 
a day of Thanksgiving. In Ohio in early times Thanksgiving was not 
always observed by the people, and when the governor issued his procla- 
mation for the festival, he was as hkely to select Christmas or Mayday 
as the last Thursday in November. General Arthur St. Clair, governor 
of the Northwest Territory, in the first proclamation of this kind issued 
within what is now the State of Ohio, set apart December 25, 1788, as a 
day of Thanksgiving and prayer, and recommended the cessation of all 
servile labor on that day. 

On the 19th of May appeared the last number of the Ohio Centinal, 
and for a year and five months no newspaper was published in Dayton. 
As a consequence the history of the town during this period is not as full 
as could be desired. | 

The first Dayton bank, called the Dayton Manufacturing Company, 
was chartered in 1815. No one in Dayton was more thoroughly identified 
with tlis bank than Alexander Grimes. Ile was eleeted direetor of the 
bank in 1819. From 1831 to 1843 he was cashier, and on the first of 
January, 18-45, he, as agent, closed up the aftairs of the bank. 

Alexander Grimes was the son of Colonel John Grimes, who is 
frequently mentioned in this history in connection with the noted tavern 
on the east side of Main, near First Street. At an early day Mr. Grimes 
was in partnership with Steele & Peirce, under the name of Alexander 
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Grimes & Company. The firm was dissolved in 1817. Afterwards he 
was auditor of Montgomery County and commissioner of insolveuts. 
Ile, in conjunction with Edward W. Davies, was trustee of the estate of 
David Zeigler Cooper. Their wise and gencrous management of this 
property rapidly increased its value, and was also of great advantage to 
Dayton. Mr. Grimes was twice married; first to Miss Gordon, who left 
one son, Burnet Grimes. His second wife was Miss Maria Greene, of 
Dayton. They had two children; Charles Greene, who married Isabel, 
daughter of Daniel Keifer, of Dayton, and Susan Eliza, who married 
Marcus Hells. a pare 

The contract for building a new jail was sold to James Thompson 
July 27, 1811, at public auction at the court house for two thousand, one 
hundred and forty-seven dollars and ninety-one cents. The jail was 
eighteen by thirty-two feet and built of rubble stone: A rented house 
was used fora jail till the new building was finished. It was not com- 
pleted. till December, 1813. The jail stood on Third Street in the rear of 
the court house and close to the pavement. It was two stories high with 
gable shingle roof, running parallel with the street; a hall ran through 
theweenterrofitie,hotise irom the Third Street entrance; the prison 
‘occupied the east half of the building and the sheriffs residence the west 
inali. ‘Uherevwere:three cells "im teach svory:'s) Whose an the second’ story 
were more comfortable than the others, and were used for women and for 
persons 1mprisoned for minor offenses. One of the cells was for debtors, 
imprisonment for debt being still legal at that period. Often men im- 
prisoned for debt were. released by the court on “prison bounds” or 


“limits” upon their giving bond for double the amount of the debt. 
They were then permitted to live at home, support their families and 


! alee 
endeavor to pay their indebtedness, but were not allowed to go beyond 


the corporation limits. This jail was not considered a safe plave of 


confinement for criminals, as persons on the sidewalk could look through 
the barred windows, which were about two fect square, into the lower 
front cell, and pass small articles between the bars. Though the cells were 
double lined with heavy oalx plank, driven full of nails, one mght four 
prisoners escaped by cutting a hole in the floor and tunneling under the 
wall and up through the sidewalk. 

Mr. Samuel Forrer visited Dayton in the fall of 1814, and his 
reminiscences, published in the Dayton Journal in 1865, give us a elimpse 
of the town at that date: “At that early day there was a house and a 
well in an oak clearing on Main Street, near Fifth, surrounded by a hazel 
thicket. It was a noted halting place for strangers traveling northward 
aud eastward, in order to procure a drink of water and inquire the 
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distance to Dayton! Vhe embryo city was then confined to the bank of 
the Miami River, between Ludlow and Mill streets, and the business— 
store-keeping, blacksmithing, milling, distilling, ete.—was concentrated 
about the head of Main Street.” 

The next visit of Mr. Forrer was in 1818, when he took lodgings at 
the principal hotel, then and long afterwards kept by Colonel Reid, “a 
good man and excellent landlord.” ‘he site of that old-time traveler’s 
home is now occupied by the Baptist Church on. the west side of Main, 
between First and Second streets. Here Mr. Forrer remained for some 
time “enjoying the hospitalities of the place and the pleasures derived 


from the manly sports of those times.” 


Colonel David Reid settled in Dayton about the time the town was 
incorporated, and was in business until his death in 1837. Reid’s inn was a 
noted house of entertainment before 1807. Jor years the menageries and 
shows, which found their way to Dayton once a year, had their exhibitions 
in the barn yard of Reid’sinn. The inn parlor was the favorite place for 
town meetings of all kinds. At the beginning of the year 1812 Colonel 
Reid was in command of the first battation of the First regiment of militia 
and was afterwards elected colonel. 

In 1814 the Miami River overflowed its banks, and destroyed the 
levee. John W. Van Cleve gave the following description of this flood 
i mie leciure on “dine Serlement and brogress of Dayton: «The 
water was deep enough to swim a horse where the warchouses stand, at 
the head of the basin, and a ferry was kept there for several days. The 
water also at that time passed through with a considerable current from 
h the 
hollows in the western part of the town; and the plain through which 


the head of Jefferson to the east end of Market Street, and throug 
the feeder passes, east of the mill race, was nearly all under water.” 
In 181+ the first Methodist church was finished and cecupied. 
October 3, 1814, the first number of the Ohio Republican appeared. 
? ? 


Before 1812 one blacksmith had been able to do all the shoeing of 


horses and repairing of wagons and agricultural implements in the town 
and neighborhood. But after the war four blacksmiths, John Burns, 
Jacob Kuhns, James Davis, and O. B. Conover, did a profitable busi- 
ness here. 

Charles Tull began to work a ferry across the Miami, at the head 
of Ludlow Street, in December, 1814. Farmers brought their produce 
over in the boat to trade at the stores, leaving their horses and wagons 
hitched on the north side of the river. 

In the winter of 1815, some excitement was occasioned by the 


appearance of counterieit notes of the Dayton Manufacturing Company. 
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Bea alt two doilar bills were fraudulently raised to twenty and one 
hundred dollar notes. The counterfeit bills were originally issued as 
post notes, but in consequence of a mistake made by the engraver in 
repeating’ the letters “tu” in the word “manufacturing,” the directors 


did not think fit to make use of them as post notes; but as small bills. 


were) very: much wanted, they cut off the words “post notes,” which 
were engraved at the ends of the bills, and issued them as one and two 
dollar bills. ! 

In February, 1815, came the glorious news that a treaty of peace had 
been signed between the United States and Great Britain. The Repudb- 
lican made the following announcement of a proposed illumination of the 
town in celebration of the event: 


““PRACE. 


“With hearts full of gratitude to the great Arbiter of nations, we 
announce this joyous intelligence to our readers. Hvery heart that feels 


but-.a single patriotic emotion will hail the return of peace on terms 


which are certainly not dishonorable, as one of the most auspicious events 


we were ever called upon to celebrate. 
“The citizens of Dayton have agreed, to illuminate this evening. 
Lhe people from the country are invited to come in and partake of the 
Neal enone 3 
general. joy. 


The governor of Ohio, in view of the declaration of peace, appointed 
March 81st as a day of Thanksgiving. 

Wednesday April 12, 1815, the ladies of Dayton aud vieinity met at 
the) house of Mrs. Henry Brown, at three o’clock'\in the’ afternoon, ‘to 
organize the Dayton Female Charitable and Bible Society. Each mem- 
ber was to contribute one dollar a year for the purpose of purchasing 
Bibles, and also to make a quarterly contribution of tw enty- -five cents for 
the charitable fund. The society was organized for the purpos sé of 
gratuitously distributing the JLoly Scriptures and secking the sick, the 
afflicted, and needy, particularly of their own sex, relieving their wants 
and administering to their comfort and giving consolation to them in 
their distress as far as was in their power. he officers of the society 
were the following ladies: President, Mrs. Robert Patterson; vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs. Thomas Cottom; Mrs. Dr. James Welsh, corresponding 
seeretary; Mrs. Joseph JJ. Crane, recording secretary; Mrs. Joseph 
Peiree, treasurer; managers, Mas. William JXing, Mrs. David Reid, Mrs. 
James Ifanna, Mrs. James Steele, and Mrs. Isaac Spining. This was the 
first. society of this kind organized in Dayton, though the ladies who 


formed it were previously and during the remainder of their lives noted 
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for their benevolence and good works. A charity sermon for the benefit 


Of,ine society was preached by, Rey. J. i. Wilson, in the Methodist- 


meeting-house, on Sunday, June 26th. 
In May, Robert. Strain opened a travelers’ inn in his large brick 


building on the corner of Main and Fourth streets, the site of the United - 


Brethren Publishing House. June 26th Ann Yamer opened a millinery 
shop on Main Street, south of Second Street. She announced, beside 
attractive goods for ladies, a full stock of plumes and other decorations 
for military gentlemen, and that she was in need of a supply of goose 
feathers. | : 
July 4, 1815, the first market-house was opened, and Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, from four to ten A. M., appointed as the times for the 
markets to be held. It was a frame building, one hundred feet long, on 
Second Strect, between Main and Jefferson, with butchers’ stalls on cither 
side of the interior of the building, and stands for farmers and gardeners 
on the outside, under the wide projecting eaves. From the building along 
Second, or Market Street, as that part of Second Street was then called, 
nearly to Main, extended two long horse racks. or rails. The ordinance to 


regulate the market took effect April 1, 1816, and forebade the sale of. 


butter, cheese, eggs, poultry, vegetables of any kind, fresh fish, or meat 
of any kind, with some exeeptions, within the corporation on any other 
than market day. Fresh meat and fish might be sold before eight a. m. 
on any day, and beef by the quarter, or fifty pounds of pork, could be 
sold at all times. | . 

The market prices were as follows: Flour, five dollars per barrel; 
wheat, seventy-five cents a bushel; beef per one hundred-weight, three to 
three dollars and fifty cents; pork per one hundred weight, four dollars; 
corn, twenty-five to thirty-three cents; oats, twenty to twenty-five cents; 
butter, twelve and a half cents; eggs, eight cents; pair venison hams, 
Hiity cents; pound bacon ham, ten cents. January 1, 1817, flour was six 
dollars, and wheat, one dollar a bushel. October, 1819, flax- seed. was 
eighty-seven and a half cents, and wheat had fallen to sixty-two and 
half cents. There were very large crops throughout the Miami valley in 
1821, though the preceding winter was long and cold and the spring late. 
Wheat fell to twenty cents per bushel and flour sold in the fall at three 
dollars and seventy-five cents per barrel. The market prices in Dayton in 
March, 1822, were: -Flour, per barrel two dollars and fifty cents; whisky, 
per gallon twelve and a half cents; wheat, twenty cents. per bushel; rye, 
twenty-five cents; corn, twelve cents; fresh beef, one to three cents per 
pound; bacon hams, two to three cents per pound; butter, five to eight cents; 


eggs, three to five cents; chickens, fifty to seventy-five cents per dozen. 
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Afton thes war ot 1812, i in spite of the miserable roads and the lack of 
forage, immense numbers of cattle, horses, and hogs were driven to the 
eastern market from this region. The Rev. Timothy Flint says in his 
“Letters or Recollections of the Last Ten Years in the Mississippi Valley,” 
that on his journey west in November, 1815, he met a drove of one 
thousand cattle and hogs on the Alleghany mountains, which were “of 
an unnatural shageiness and roughness hke wolves, and the drovers from 
Mad River were as untamed and wild in their looks as Crusoe’s man 
Friday.” ; 

There were about one hundred dwelling houses in Dayton in 1815, 
but the majority of them were log cabins. The revenue of the county 
from 1814-1815 was three thousand two hundred and eighty dollars and 
fifty-one cents, an increase in one year of one thousand four hundred 
and thirty-one dollars and sixty-four cents. 

The merchants doing business in Dayton in 1815, whose descendants 
still hve here, were George W. Smith, Horatio G. Phillips, Charles R. 
Greene, Steele & Peirce, Alexander Grimes, and William Bak er. Henry 
Brown opened a leather store this year. The license for a store was 
fifteen dollars, and the clerk’s fee was fifty cents. 

George W. Smith was born in Kent, England, and emigrated when a 
youth to the United States, settling first in Staunton, Virginia. After 
some years he removed to Nashville, Tennessee, and finally loeated, about 
the year 1864, in Dayton, where he lived till his death, May 14, 1841, aged 
about fifty-seven years. Mr. Smith was actively engaged in business 
during lis: residence here. His first partner was Wilham Haker, and 
after they dissolved he began business by himself. He soon formed 
partnership with Robert A. Hdear, which continued till 1831. During 
the last years of his hfe he was in partnership with his son George. In 
common with many other Dayton merchants, he was engaged in the 
transportation of produce (usually taken in exchange for merchandise) 
for which there was no sale at the Nort] 1, from Olio on flatboats to New 
Orleans. At an early day he established extensive flour mills and a 
distillery on Mad Iiver, three miles cast of Dayton, laying out a village 

called Smithville, now known as Ilarries Station. Mr. Smith was married 
twice. His first wife was Miss Todd. They had two children; George 
W., who married Lucy Weston, and died in early life, and Mary Jane, 
who married Wilham F. Irwin, of Cincinnati. Mr. Smith’s second wife 
was Jiliza Manning. They had five children, James Manning, Sophia, 
Louise, George W., and Ann. James Manning Smith married Caroline, 
daughter of Samuel Shoup, a prominent merchant of Dayton; Sophia 
married: Isaac H. Isxeirsteid; Louise married Captain Fletcher, of the 
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itaah cae ose: Aun married will iam G. SuesIy. of Covinetor: 
Ixentucky. 

Horatio Gates Phillips was the son of Captain Jonathan and Mary 
Forman Phillips, and was born at Lawrenceville, New Jersey, December 
16,1744: » His father was a captain im the Tecinioae Army from 
i77s tothe closeyot the war. Mr Pinilips settled in Dayton_in the 
winter of 1804 or the spring of 1505. In the winter of 1806, he went 
east to buy goods, visiting his old home in New Jersey, where, on the 


10th of April, 1805, he was married to Eliza Smith Houston, daughter 


op WalhamiC. Jouston. Mir, and Nirs. Phillips made their bridal trim 


on horseback and.in a flatboat to Cineinnati, and thence in a wagon to 


Dayton... Mr: Vhillips’ first” store and also his residenee were in a 


two-storied log house on the southwest corner of First and Jefferson 
streets.. In 1812 he built a two-storied brick store on the meee 
corner ef Main and Second sireets, and a residence on Main Street 
adjoining it. 

During the War of 1812, Mr. Philips accumulated large quantities 
of pork, whisky, flour, and grain, taken in exchange for gx oods at Dayton 
and Troy, and this produce he sold at a good price to army contractors 
and governmeit agents who were buying supphes for the army. He 
was largely engaged in transporting produce by flatboats to New Orleans. 
Mr. Phillips was in partnership at various times with Jaines Perrine, 
John Green, and his SOM. LP llvps. 

Mrs. Philips, who was noted for her ee and her activity in 
benevolent and relgious work, died Decembe r 3, 1831, leaving a son and 
two daughters. 

On the 16th of December, 1836, Mr. Phillips married Mrs. Catherine 
P. Irwin, daughter of Colonel Robert Patterson, who survived her 
husband. .Mrs. Phillips’ children by her first husband, Henry Brown, 
have already been mentioned. Tler youngest child, A. Barr Trewin, 


by her second husband, Andrew Irwin, married Jane F., daughter of 


Rear-Admiral James I. Schenck. He now lives in Kentueky. 

Mr. Hl. G. Phillips’ eldest daughter, Ehzabeth Smith, married John 
G. Worthington, of Cincinnati; his youngest daughter, Marianna Louisa, 
married first Robert A. Thruston, and second John G. Lowe, both of 
Dayton, and men of talent and high character. Lis only son, Jonathan 
Dickenson Phillips, was a generous and public spirited man. He married 
Lucianna Zeigler, daughter of Charles R. Greene. | 

Willian Haker came to Dayton from Carlisle, Pennsylvania. from 
an early period Mr. Jaker was extensively engaged here in the business 


of merchandising and flatboating to New Orleans. His store was. very 
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popular with country people, and he amassed a large fortune. He married 
Lueretia Lowric, of Springfield, Ohio, who survived him many years. 
They had four ehildren--William, Charles, Franklin, and Mary Belle. 

Two prominent citizens belong to this period, Obadiah B? Conover 
and William [uffman. 

Obadiah B. Conover came to Davton from New Jersey in 1812. He 
was active in city and educational affairs, but was especially noted for 
religious and Sunday-school work. Je married Sarah, daughter of John 
Miller, who came to Dayton in 1799, and was an elder in the First Pres- 
byterian Chureh. Their sons, Uarvey, Wilbur, and Obadiah, all received 
liberal educations and became prominent citizens, the first two in Dayton 
and the last in Madison, Wisconsin. They had two daughters: Sarah, 
who married Collins Wight, and Ilarriet, who married Colonel Hiram 
Strong who was wounded while gallantly Jeading the’ Ninety-third 
regiment at the battle of Chickamauga and died in Nashville October 

7, 1863. 

Wilham Huffman arrived from New Jersey in 1812. He was long 
engaged in business, and purchased a large amount of real estate which 
became very valuable. He built the first stone house in Dayton, in which 
he lived and kept his store. “This stone house was long one of the land- 
marks of Dayton and stood on the site of the Beckel House. He had 
one son and four daughters. Dis son, William P. Huffman, was an 
enterprising citizen and did much towards the building up of the town. 


ar & é 5 . 
Wis daughters married as follows: Mary Ann to Rev. David Winters; 


Catharine to Morris Secly; Eliza J. to Alexander Simms; Lydia A. first 
to Wilham H. Merriam, sedond to John Harries. 

In the course of the history short biographical sketches are given. of 
some of the settlers who'came as early as 1812. The names of others 
are frequently mentioned in connection with the business in which they 
were engaged and the positions of trust they held. As the town grew in 
size, it would be manifestly impossible to continue these sketches, for 
prominent and highly es teemed citizens are too numerous. 

On the Fourth of July the usual program was carried out, with the 
exception that the young ladies were invited to meet at the tavern of 
Colonel John Grimes, at the head of Main Street, and join the procession. 


“At the eonclusion of the exercises the procession reformed and marched 


to Republican Spring for dinner. 
In July the Moral Society was organized, whose object was to sup- 


o 


press vice and promote order, morality, and religion, and more particularly 
to countenance, support, and assist magistrates in the fuithful discharge -of 
their nnportant duties and in enforcing the laws against Sabbath breaking, 
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profane swearing, and other unlawful practices. The society is careful in 
its constitution to state that if 1s not its intention to exercise a censorious 
or inquisitorial authority over the private transactions or concerns of indi- 
viduals. James Hanna was elected “chairman; George’ 8S.’ Houston, 
secretary; managers, William King, Henry Robertson, Matthew Patton, 
John Patterson, and Aaron Baker. Quarterly meetings of the Moral 
Society were held on the first Saturday in October, January, April, and 
July. A special meeting or the society was held on ‘tlre’ T2th of -Aucust 
at two o’clock in the afternoon in the Methodist mecting-house to lsten 
to a sermon by the Key. Mr. Windley. 

In July, 1816, was Digs Oram ral ane Society of Associated Bachelors 
by convivial gentlemen of Dayton. Their usual place of meeting was 
Strain’s bar-room. George 8. Houston, secretary of the Moral Society, 
was at the same time president of the Associated Bachelors; so that the 
characters of the two organizations were not as dissimilar as their names 
would imply. To the great satisfaction of the Moral Society, on the 24th 
of September Mr. Houston was married to “the amiable Miss Mary 
Forman.” Soon after Joseph John, secretary of the Associated Bach- 
elors, was married to Miss Jane Waugh, of Washington Township. The 
Republican made merry over the fact that both the president and secretary 
of the Bachelors’ Association were married. Their successors, who were 
immediately elected, were Dr. John Steele president, and Alexander 
Grimes secretary. 

October’ 7, 1810, the’ grist nill; and’ fulhne millyand two'cardine 
machines belonging to Colonel Robert Patterson, two miles from town, 
were destroyed by fire, supposed to have originated from the stove pipe in 
the carding room. ‘The fire was a calamity to many poor families as well 
as to the proprictor, as there was’a considerable quantity of cloth and 
wool belonging to a number of customers in the mills. They were soon 
rebuilt. ) 

D.C. Cooper was. president: and’ J. Ti. Crane recorder of the’ select 
council this year. D.C. Cooper was elected State senator, and George 
Grove and George Newcom representatives in the legislature. Aaron 
Baker, who had no opponent, was elected coroner. 

January 27, 1816, a meeting was held at Colonel Grimes’ tavern to 
take measures for building a free bridge over Mad River, which, unlike 
the Miami, could not be conveniently crossed by a ferry. D.C. Cooper, 
Aaron Baker, Samuel Dilly, David. Lock, John D. Campbell, David 
Griffin, and William M. Smith were appointed a standing committee to 
euperintend building the bridge, and to circulate subscription papers. 
Subscriptions in work, material, tre ale, recash were to be solicited. This 
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plan was, however, abandoned, and the bridge was built the next year by 
the county. The contract was sold May 21st to Wilham Farmun at 
fourteen hundred dollars, and though not completed, it was opened to 
travel in the fall. In December it was finished at an expense of one 
hundred and. fifty dollars. It was built at Taylor Street, just south 
of Monument Avenue; was a ligh uncovered bridge with a span of one 
hundred and sixty feet, so that the roadway over the middle of the river 
was several feet higher above the water than at the abutments. It was 
painted red. A new floor was laid and additional braces put up in 1824 


@ 


The bridge feil into the river in May, 1828, and was rebuilt during a 
summer by John Hale. 


In 1816 Daniel C. Cooper-was member of the legislature. LHe was. 


also president of the town council; recorder, Joscph Peirce; trustees, 
Aaron Baker, TH. G. Phillips, Taaliph Wilson, O. B. Conover, George 
Grove. 

Jn 1816 Rev. Dr. James Welsh laid out an opposition town, which he 
named North Dayton, on the west side of the Miami, on the site of the 
suburb called Dayton View, which he thought would take the trade from 
the county seat, wie beside being free from overflowing by water at all 
times, the situation was more convenient for purposes of trade. “Two 
thirds of the ane and influence of Montgomery County, with a very 
extensive and fertile back country,” he says in his advertisement deserib- 


ing the town plat, and offering very lberal premiums to settlers, “are” 


now constrained to cross the Miami, whenever they have business with 
stores, or mechanics, or wish to sell their produce.” In 1821 he apphed 
to the court for permission to vacate the town. 

Lhe first. theater was held in Dayton at the dwelling of William 
Iluffman, on St. Claim Street, on the evening of April 22; 1816. The 
lovers of the drama were respectfully informed in the advertisernent 
that the much-admired, elegant comedy, called, “Matrimony; or, The 
Prisoners,’ would be presented, and that between the play and farce 
would be given, recitation, “Scolding Wife Reclaimed;” recitation, 
‘“Monsieuy Tonson, {lanes damces|peomich someacS Bag, ofl Nails; "ito 
which would be added the celebrated comic farce, called, “The Village 
Lawyer.” Tickets, fifty cents; doors open at seven o'clock; curtain to 
rise at half past seven precisely. Gentlemen are sae not to smoke 
cigars 1n the theater. 

Ata mecting held at Reid’s inn June 2Ist, and of which Dr. John 
Steele was chairman and Benjamin Van Cleve seeretary, the following 
gentlemen were appointed a committee to make arrangements for the 
celebration of the Fourth of July: Captain James Steele, Dr. Charles 
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Boe George W. Smith, Fielding Gosney, James Lodge, Colonel ae 
Anderson, and David Griffin. 

_ They had the customary procession and exercises. Dr. Charles Este 
oad the Declaration of Judependenee, and W eRe s farewell address 
was read by Benjatnin Van Cleve. About one hundred persons after- 
wards sat down to an excellent dinner prepared by Cabin in J. thea. 
Nineteen patriotic toasts were drunk with great hilarity. Isaac Spining, 
Esq., acted as president of the day, and William George, Esq., and 
Dr. Charles Este as vice-presidents. About four o’clock the - ladies 
-and gentlemen of the town and vicinity assembled in the shade of the 
adjacent woods and ‘partook of a magnificent repast furnished. by 
the ladies.” The celebration was concluded by a ball at Colonel Neid’s 
inn and a concert of vocal music at Mr. Bomberger’s. 

The name of Judge Isaac Spining constantly occurs in connection 
with public affairs. He emigrated from New Jersey to the West in 1796 
and a few years later located on a farm three miles east of Dayton. His 
sons, Pierson, Charles H., and George b., were all citizens of note, the 
first in Springfield.a~nd the latter two in Dayton. : 

By the summer of 1816 county business bad increased so largely that 
it could not be properly administered in the small court house, and July 
29th the commissioners sold the contract for a building for county oflices 
to James Wilson for one thousand two hundred and forty-nine dollars. 
The building was erected on the site of the present new court house; was 
a brick, two stories high, forty-six feet front and twenty feet deep, and 
was finished in the spring of 1817. The upper story was rented to the 
Watchman im 1818 “at fifty dollars per year and free publication of 
the annual report of the treasurer and election notices.” For some time 
after 1820 both stories were used for county offices; then the upper story 
was rented for lawyers’ offices. The north room on the first floor was 
the clerk’s oflice; the south room was occupied by the recorder. This 
floor was paved with brick. The treasurer’s and auditor’s rooms were on 
the north and south sides of the second story. : 

In 1817 George Neweom was elected State senator, and William 
xeorge and George Grove members of the lower house of le legislature. 
D. C. Cooper was president of the town council, W. Munger recorder, 
and John Patterson corporation treasurer. 

This spring the advertisement of Dr. Haines, long esteemed. in the 
community for his professional skill and benevolence, appears in the 
Watchman for the first time. The advertisements of D. Stout, saddler; 
J. Stutsman, coppersmith, and Moses Hatfield, chairmaler, also appean. 


The Sabbath-school Association, the first organization of that kind 
10 
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in Dayton, was formed in March, 1817. The society owed its origin to 
the exertions of the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Rev. Backus 
Wilbur, for whom a number of prominent citizens of Dayton were 
named. | Mr. Wilbur died in Dayton, September 29,1813. The . 
tion on his monument was written by Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander, 
Princeton. A long biography of Mr. Wilbur was published in a 
Watchman, February 18, 1819. 

The meetings of the Sabbath-school Association were held in the 
new Presbyterian chureh. Any one could become a member by con- 
tributing twenty-five cents annually. Donors of five dollars or more 
became life members. The society was managed by ladies, the officers 
consisting of a first and second directress, a secretary, treasurer, and five 
managers. The managers appointed the superintendent and the male 
and female teachers. The first board of managers consisted of the fol- 
lomime ladies: Mrs. J. HW. Crane, Mrs.. Ayres, Mrs. Dr. Uaines, Mrs. 
Hannah George, and Mrs. Joseph Peirce. Mrs. Sarah Bomberger was 
the first superintendent and held the position nearly twelve years. Mrs. 
George served as secretary for some years and was very efficient. 

Mrs. Bomberger was the daughter of Judge George, who came to 
Dayton about 1805. In 1810 she was married to Wilham Bomberger, an 
excellent citizen, who held the office of county treasurer for fourteen 
years: Their children were George. W.; Ann, who married Peter P. 
Lowe; and William, who removed to Colorado and died there. 

In July, 1818, the Methodist Sunday-school Society was organized. 
Their meetings began in August and were held in the Academy building. 
Adults and children were taught to read and were instructed in the Bible 
and catechism. 

In 1817 there were but two pleasure carriages in Dayton; one owned 
by. BaC. Cooper aid the other by H.G. Phillips. In July a tobacco 
factory, the first started in Dayton, was opened by Simeon Stanisfer on 
the corner of First and St. Clair streets. | 

Blackall Stephens re-opened the old Newcom tavern, “pleasantly 
situated on the bank of the Miami River,” in December. The tavern 
was now called the Sun Inn, and a Jarge picture representing the sun was 
painted on the sign. The advantages of the inn, its comforts, sufficient 


supply of bed linen, furniture, and other necessaries, are set forth at 


length in an advertisement in the Watchman, with she sun flaming at its 
head. 

A. stock company was incorporated January 20, 1817, which began 
in April, 1818, to build the red toll bridge across the Miami at Bridge 


o 


Street. The fellowing gentlemen were the incorporators of the company: 
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om: S. fousten,’ Wi 1 Ihiaon geo nes Ww hid es N athan Hunt, 
of Hamilton, was the contractor. The bridge was opened for use in 
Jannary, 1819. The toll house stood at the west end of the bridge. The 
Ohio Watchman for January 28, 1819, contains the following description 
of the new bridge, the first built across the Miami at Dayton: “ The 
bridge across the Mian at this place is now finished, and presents to the 
eye a useful and stately structure, highly gratifying to all wi feel in- 
terested in the improvement of this part of the country, as it is little 

inferior in strength and beauty to the best of the kind in the aE, aud 
renders the Miami no longer an obstruction to the free intercourse with 
our neighbors on the other side. It is supported by a stone abutment at 
each end aud a strong stone pier in the center. It measures upwards of 
two hundred and fifty feet in length, and is well roofed and weather 
boarded.’ 

During the summer, 1818,a Mr. Lyon drove a passenger coach to 
and from Cincinnati, beginning his trips in May. Previously there was 
no public stage. The Cincinnati and Dayton mail stage, owned by John 
H. Piatt, of Cincinnati, and D. C. Cooper, of Dayton, commenced run- 
ping between the two towns.June 2,1818. They left Cincinnati on 
Tuesday at five in the morning, passing through Springfield (now 
Springdale), Hamilton, Middletown, and Franklin; passengers arrived at 


Dayton Wednesday evening, spending the night at Hamilton. They were 


tio days en route from Cincinnati to Dayton... They left Dayton on 
Friday at five in the morning and reached. Cincinnati on Saturday 
evening. ‘The fare was eight cents a mile with an allowance of fourteen 
pounds of baggage. 

John Crowder, a Dayton colored barber, and his partner, Jacob 
Musgrave, also a colored man, drove a coach and four that carried twelve 
passengers to Cincinnati and return in 1820. The trip each way tock two 
days and the passengers spent the night at Hamilton. In 1822 Timothy 
Squier ran a stage to Cincinnati. The stage line to Columbus was owned 
by Worden Huffman. It connected at Columbus with a stage line to 
‘Chillicothe. In April, 1825, the mail route, which previously lay through 
Chiliicothe, was changed, and on the 6th the first mail from the East, 
earricd by a coach, arrived by way of Columbus. A regular weekly line 
of stages was established on the 18th of April between Dayton and 
Cincinnati. Passengers left Cincinnati on Monday at four in the morning 
and arrived here Tuesday evening at six o’clock. 

Coaches commenced running twice a week between the three places 
in June. When this line was first established, it was thought by many 
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that all interested in it were throwing their money away. It was not 
long, however, before it became necessary to increase the number of 
trips from one to two, then to three a week, and at length a daily stage 
was established. The Cineinnati, Dayton, Columbus and Portland on 
Lake Erie (now Sandusky) tri-weekly line of mail coaches began run- 
ning through from Cincinnati to the lake in four days in 1827. Daily 
coaches cach way were started June 25th. They connected at Sandusky 
with steamers for Detroit and Buffalo, and at Mt. Vernon with a stage 
line for Cleveland. The fare from Cincinnati to Dayton was three 
dollars, six dollars to Columbus, and twelve dollars to the lake. H.G. 
Phillips and Timothy Squier, of Dayton; Jervis Pike and Wilham Neil, 
of Columbus; C. Barney, of Mt. Vernon; K. Porter, of Portland or 
Sandusky, and EF. Fowler, of Milan, were the proprietors. Four hun- 
dred and ninety-seven passengers ‘by stage passed through Dayton in 
1825. Stage lines in every direction were in operation in 1828. Every 
week twenty coaches arrived in Dayton. 

In 1818 George Grove and Judge George were elected members of 
the legislature. Warren Munger was elected recorder. ~ 

Friday, June 26, 1818, the first Dayton camp-meeting was held at the 
small praime three quarters of a mile south of Dayton, now the foot of 
Ludlow Street. Three thousand people are said to have attended. A 
camp-mecting was begun on September 10th, of the next year, at the 
same place, under the Jeadership of Rev. James B. Findley, presiding 
elder, assisted by Rev. Joseph Strange, of the Mad River circuit. The 
prairie was entirely encircled with tents. Meetings were annually held 
at the foot of Ludlow Street till the canal was located. Afterwards they 
were held at the big spring, north side of Mad River, near the abutment 
of the present railroad bridge. From the first settlement of the county 
it was customary to hold religious services in the woods, but there were 
no regular camp-meetings till 1818. 

The advertisement of Dr. Wilham Blodget appears in the Watchman 
for the first time in 1818. 

On the 15th of July Mr. D. C. Cooper died. 

This year John Collins & Co. advertise a stone saw mill, worked by 
water power. 

In 1819 George Newcom was elected State senator, and HW. Stoddard 
and J. Harries representatives. The number of voters in Dayton in 1819 
was seven hundred and sixty-five, and the number in Montgomery County 
two thousand, seven hundred and eighty-five. 

Shows in Dayton were few and far between at this period. In 1819 
an African lon was exhibited in the barnyard of Colonel Reid’s inn for 
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four days from nine in the morning to five in the afternoon. Patrons 
were assured that they would be in no danger, as the lion, “the largest in 
America and the only one of his sort,’ was secured in a stroug cage. 
Twenty-five cents admittance was charged; children half price. In April, 
1820, Columbus, a large elephant, was on exhibition in the carriage house 
at Reid’s inn; admittance thirty-seven and a half cents, children half 
price. An animal show, consisting of a single wild beast, was the only 
entertainment which visited Dayton in the first quarter of the century tll 
1823, when the advertisement of a menagerie containing an African lon, 
African leopard, cougar from Brazil, Shetland pony with rider, ichneu- 
mon, and several other animals, appeared in the newspaper. _A band 
eomposed of the ancient Jewish cymbal and other modern instruments 
accompanied the show. This was a beggarly array of wild animals 
compared with the magnificent collections which Barnum yearly trans- 
ports across the continent by steam. One wonders how they managed to 
transport even this small menagerie before the era of turnpiles, railroads, 
or canal boats. The show at Reid’s inn in 1824 contained but one 
elephant. ‘The first circus, which ayrpenred in Dayton, exhibited in 
Reid’s barnyard on July 19, 20, and 25, 1825. No more circuses arrived 
till July, 1829, when two came and both had their exhibitions on July 
5th and 6th. : : : 

A New Year’s ball was given on the evening of Friday, the 29th of 
“December, at Fielding Gosney’s inn, ov the alley on the cast side of Main, 


between Monument Avenue and First Street, formerly kept by Colonel 


Grimes. The following gentlemen were managers of the ball: William 
Griffin, Benjamin Brewbecker, E. W. Leveret, and John H. Reid. 

This year sixty-four lots opposite the Bridge Street bridge were 
platted by Joseph Peirce, agent of Samuel W. Davies and Thomas D. 
Carneal, of Cincinnati. The plat was called Picrson, but was soon 
vacated. : ue 

In 1819 St. Thomas’ Church, the first Episcopal church in Dayton, 
was organized by Bishop Chase with twenty-three members. | | 

Cooper’s mills were burned on the 20th of June, 1820, and four 
thousand bushels of wheat and two thousand pounds of wool destroyed. 
They were soon afterwards rebuilt by James Steele and H. G. Phillips, 
executors of the Cooper estate. This was the first fire of any importance 
that oceurred in Dayton, and led to the organization of the first fire 
company. Council provided ladders, which were hung in the market- 
house on Second Street, and also passed an ordinance requiring each 
householder to provide two long leather buckets, with his name painted 
thereon in white letters, and keep them in some place easily accessible in 
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ease of an alarm of fire. Before this no public provision for putting out 
fires had been made. i ee 

In 1820 appeared the first number of the Dayton Watchinan, printed 
and published on Main Street, a few doors south of David Reid’s inn, by 
GS: Houston and R.'J. Skinner. The publishers offer to reccive, in 
o articles ‘at market prices:  Mlour, 


o 


payment for their paper, the followin 
whisky, good hay, wood, wheat, rye, corn, oats, sugar, tallow, beeswax, 
honey, butter, chickens, eggs, wool, flax, feathers, country linen, and 


cotton rags. Mr. Houston was editor-in-chief of the paper till 1826, 


when it was discontinued. George 8. Houston was the son of Wilham 
Churchill Houston, of New Jersey, who was professor of mathematics at 
Princeton. G.S. Houston came to Dayton in’ 1810, and was at first in 
partnership with his brother-in-law, Hl. G. Phillips. In 1815 he married 
Miss Mary Forman. From 1814 till his death, after a long illness, in 
1831, he was cashier of the Dayton bank. From 1822-1831 he served as 
postmaster of Dayton. He was a man of high character and noted for 
his benevolence and pubhe spirit. Te everything that conduced to the 
prosperity of the town, or the comfort aud pleasure of his fellow-citizens, 
he gave his hearty support, both in his paper and in every other way in 
his power. Whenever in his day a public mecting was held or a society 
formed for the promotion of any worthy object, the name of George 
S. Houston, secretary, is usually signed to the printed report of the 
proceedings. Mr. Houston was an active member of Grace Methodist 
Episcopal Church and was appointed steward in 1815. Two children 
survived him—George 8S., who removed to Philadelphia, and Eliza, who 
married David K. Este, son of Dr. Charles Este, of Dayton. 

H. G. Phillips was president of the town council in 1820, and G. 8. 
Houston recorder. The population of Montgomery County this year was 
sixteen thousand. : | 

The Montgoinery County woods were at this period still full of game, 
and during 1821 Mr. I. G. Phillips frequently advertises “a few hundred 
raccoon skins for sale.” They were’ used for caps. 

The flush times during the war of 1812 were followed by a serious 
and general depression in business throughout the United States. Gold 
and silver were withdrawn from circulation to the great injury of business 
in this region, where good paper currency was scarce. During 1820, 
1821, and 1822, so little money was in circulation that purchases and sales 
of: all kinds were made’ by nieans of barter. Wolf scalp certificates, 
called log cabin currency, were sometimes taken in pay instead of cash. 
It is stated in the Watchman that there was some talk of supplying the 
deficiency in coin by a return to cut money; dividing silver dollars into 
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five quarters, and Mexican quarters into three dimes. The Dayton bank 
was forced to suspend specie payment several times during this period. 

A fever prevailed in Dayton during the summer and fall of 1821. 
There were seven hundred cases, but only seven adults and six. children 
died. The population of Dayton at this time was one thousand, so that 
about two thirds of the people were ill during the epidemic. On account 
of illness and death, the Presbyterian Sunday-school was suspended till 
the spring of 1822. . Several valuable citizens died of the fever, among 
the number Benjamin Van Cleve and Joseph Peirce. 

Joseph Peirce was born March 6, 1786, at Newport, Rhode Island, 
and was the son of Isaac and Mary Sheffield Peirce. Tis father emigrated 
to Marietta in 1788, removing to Belpre in 1789, and spent the last five 
years of his life in Dayton, dying August 28,1821. During the Indian 
war Isaac Peirce took refuge with his family in the Belpre stockades, 
Farmers’ Castle, and Goodale’s Garrison, and here Joseph Peirce spent 
four years of his childhood. 

Joseph Peirce settled in Dayton soon after the incorporation of the 
town. Ile entered into a partnership in 1807 with James Steele for 
“retailing all sorts of goods, wares, and commodities belonging te the trade 
of merchandising,’ which continued during his life. November 10, 1810, 
he married Miss Henrietta Elhot, daughter of Dr. John Eliot. Their four 
children settled in Dayton. Mr. Peirce was elected in 1812 a member of 
the legislature. The following extract from a letter addressed to a relative 
by Mr. Peirce, while serving in the house, reflects the feeling in regard to 
the war of 1812: “Great unanimity prevails among the members so far. 
You no doubt have seen Governor. Meigs’ message. You will in a few days 
see the patriotic resolutions approbating the gencral government that have 
been passed. I doubt we haye promised more than most of us would be 
willing to perform should we be put to the test. To-day I think we shall 
pass a law furnishing our militia on duty with about five thousand dollars’ 
worth of blankets.” In 1813 Mr. Peirce was elected a trustee of the 
Dayton bank, which was just established. In 1814 he was clected presi- 
dent of the bank and served till his death, September 21, 1821. He 
received from his fellow-citizens “many and various marks of their 
respect and confidence,” and faithfully discharged the duties of all the 
public positions to which he was called. The Jowrnal mentions in an 
obituary notice the fact that Mr. Peirce was endeavoring to secure a canal 
to Lake Erie when he died. “He fully appreciated,” the notice says, 
“the unportance of a canal from Lake Erie to the Ohio River, and was 
making every exertion to have this great work commenced as soon as it 
should be consistent with the circumstances of the State.’ Mr. Peirce’s 
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eldest son, AD aia 78 ee , married lliza. sauce iether a a irles R 
Greene;, Mary. Ann oe married: Hadward W. Davies; of ae 
Jeremiah Hunt Peiree married first Elizabeth Forrer, and second Mary 
Forrer, both daughters of Samuel Forrer, of Dayton; Joseph Crane 
Peirce married Louise, daughter of Dr. Edwin Smith, of Dayton. 

John Compton began to keep the tavern at the corner of Main and 
Second streets June 19, 1821. This was the fashionable hotel. 

In spite of the hard times people were not discouraged, but eee 
forward hopefully, anticipating an improvement in business, now tha 
canals were projected and capitalists were talking of building ee 
tories on Mad River and of improving the navigation of the Miami. A 


contributor to the Watchman February 18, 1821, writes in the followmg 


sanguine vein: “The Miamiand Mad rivers, which meet at Dayton, are 
very advantageous to it and to the county. The former river is suited to 
navigation, and the latter to machinery to be propelled by water. Mad 
River is superior to most rivers, and is second to.no one in the State for 
the facilities it offers for water works. The current of this river is 


uniformly rapid. <A factory established on this river for the making of 


such articles as are adapted‘to the wants of this country, and supported 
by sufficient capital, would meet with certaim success. At this time, it 
would be difficult to find a more profitable investment for capital. , The 


articles manufactured im such an establishment would circulate through- 
4 « 


out the western country, and would be found on the shelves of the stores 
of the: Atlantic, cities.” 

This year the town council advertised in the Waichman for proposals 
for draining the three ponds southwest of town; the first two to be 
drained into the tail-race and the other into the outlet from Patterson’s 
pond to the river; the ditch to be six feet wide at toy and four at bottom 
and a sufficient depth to draw the water entirely out of the ponds. | 

There were several fires in town during 1822 which led to a complaint 
that the council had not provided a fire engine, but nothing was done, 
and the leather buckets carried bythe members of volunteer companies 
were still used. 3 

The Watchman notices a squirrel hunt in Montgomery County in 
Apri, lasting a day and a half, in which one thousand squirrels were 
killed, and their sealps produced in evidence 

A heavy fall of rain early in April raised the river on the 18th and 
14th higher than it had been for four or five years. The water was two 
or three feet..deep on the lower floors of the mills, but the loss was small. 

On April 23d appeared a long communication urging the construe- 
tion of a canal between Cincinnati and Dayton, and proving that freight, 
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which it cost ten dollars to carry by wagon, would cost but one dollar if 
sent by water; that a barrel of flour, for which hity cents freightage was 
charged by land, would be but five cents by canal. ‘The value of land, the 
writer urges, would be nearly doubled if a canal were built; Dayton farm 
and garden produce would find a market at Cincinnati, and above all a 
large trade in potash might be established. Potash, worth at Cincinnati 
one hundred dollars per fon, could be sent from here by water in large 
quantities, and instead of paying nine dollars per acre for clearing land, 
owners could burn the timber for potash and receive at the rate of thirty 
dollars an aere for it! 

Mrs. Julia Crane, first directress of the Dayton Sabbath-school 
Association, reports in the spring of 1522 that they had distributed on 
hundred and sixty-five books during the past year; had one hundred and 
twelve tracts and five miniature histories of the Bible on hand and nine- 
teen dollars and seventy-five cents in the treasury. ‘The school, which 
had been closed during the winter on account of loess and death from 
fever, was now re-opened. : 

In 1822 Charles Russell Greene was appointed clerk of the Mont- 
gomery County court, to suceced Benjamin Van Cleve, and held the 
office till his death. Charles Kh. Greene was the son of Charles and 
Phebe Sheffield Greene, and was born in East Greenwich, Rhode 
Island, December 23,1785. The Greenes emigrated from Rhode Island 
to Marietta with the members of the Ohio Company in 1788, and C. R. 
Greene removed from Marictta to Dayton before 1806, and was for some 
time in business avith his brother-in-law, D. C. Cooper. In 1813 he 
married Miss Achsah Disbrow, of Dayton, danghter of Henry Disbrow, 
who had for a number of years been engaged in business here. In 1809 
Mr. Disbrow was one of the editors of the Dayton Repertory, and in 1810 
he and Paul D. Butler established a line of kcel-boats on the Miami and 
Maumee rivers from Dayton to Toledo. 

In 1812 and for some years afterwards Mr. Greene was engaged in 
the business of general merchandizing. 

The death of Mr. Greene, who was a highly estcemed citizen, cast 
a gloom over the whole community, and even the man who, while under 
the influence of liquor, caused his death, said that he had killed his 
best iriend. | A tire veccumed here om the. night ot . September 10, 
1833. Mr. Greene, who was one of the fire wardens, ordered Matthew 
Thompson, who was idly looking on, to assist in passing water to the 
engine. ‘Thompson refused, and offering some resistance when the 
‘order was repeated, Mr. Greene was obliged to use force to compel 
him to obey. The next day, on the complaint of Thompson, Mr. Greene 
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was summoned to appear before the squire, and while an examination 
was in process, Thompson struck Mr. Greene with a club, and the blow 
resulted in his death in a short time. 

The indignation against the murderer, who had killed a citizen 
whose only offense was faithfully discharging lis duty, was intense. Mr. 
Greene left two sons and four daughters. Luciana “Zeigler marricd 
J.D. Phillips; Sophia married Eobert T. Schenck; Eliza Johnson 
marricd David Z. Peirce; Cooper died unmarricd; Harriet married David 
Jankin; Charles Henry married Adeline D. Piper. Mrs. C. R. Greene 
died November 8, 1873, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. J. Dy Pinilips. 

In 1821 and 1822 a premium was offered to the best drilled and 
equipped militia companies in the State. Several light companies of 
infantry and riflemen were formed in the brigade under the command of 
General William M. Sinith and competed for the prize. As a curiosity 
the unifofms worn are worth mentioning. One of the infantry companies, 
commanded by Captain James M. Grimes, wore a yellow roundabout 
coat, green collar and cuffs, and white pantaloons and red leggins. The 
uniform of Captain Dodds’ infantry company was a white roundabout 
trimmed with black cord, pantaloons the same, and eitizen’s hat with red 
feather. Captain Dixon’s company of riflemen wore blue cloth round- 
abouts trimmed with white cord; pantaloons to correspond. Captain 
Windbrenner’s men were dressed in grey cloth coatecs, trimmed with 
black cord; pantaloons the same. 

The Fourth of July celebration in 1822 began by the ringing of bells 
and firing of cannon at daybreak, and the national flag was displayed on 
the town flag stafl. The procession to the First Presbyterian Church, 
where the exe-cises were held, was headed by the light companies of 
infantry and riflemen in their gay new uniforms. Then came the Ameri- 
can flag and cap of liberty attended by four veterans of the Revolution— 
Colonel Robert Patterson, Simeon Broadwell, Richard Bacon, and Isaae 
Spining. Stephen Tales delivered “a highly interesting and animating 
oration” and Judge Crane read the Declaration of Independenee. The 
music on the occasion “would have done honor to any place and reflected 
great eredit on the singers.” * An excellent dinner at Mr. Squier’s tavern 
followed the exercises. Judge Crane was president of the day; Judge 
Steele, first vice-president, and II. G. Philhps, second vice-president. 
After the regular toasts were drunk, the following volunteers were given: 
By Judge Crane, “ DeWitt Clinton, the able and persevering supporter of 
internal improvemients;” by Judge Stecle, “ The contemplated canal from 
the waters of Mad River to those of the Ohio;” by Stephen Fales, “The 
memory of General Wayne, the deliverer of Ohio;” by Colonel Stebbins, 
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officer of the foe The president of fd day-—a descendant of a Rew: 
olutionary officer, one of the first settlers mm this place, and who has 
borne the heat and burden of the day with us; as distinguished for his 
modesty as his worth, his is the popularity that follows, not that which is 
pursued;” by Judge Peeur “May the cause that first inspired the 
heroes of "76 to shake off the chains of slavery be ever dear and sup- 
ported by all true ae i 

An address from the four revolutionary veterans, ending with the 


following ‘toast, was read: “The heroes of the revolution that fell to” 


secure the blessings of this day to us. May their children so maintain 
them that America may be a republic of Christians on the last day 
of time.” 

The Watchman says in July, 1822, when butter was five cents per 
pound and chickens fifty cents a dozen, that the Dayton price lst, pub- 
lished weekly in the newspapers, had been noticed in Eastern papers 
under the head of cheap living, and the low prices of marketing here 
attributed to the scarcity of money in the West. The Watchman assures 
the people on the Atlantic coast that the great abundance of country 
produce of all kinds is the true reason that living is cheap in Ohio, and 
that money “is quite as plenty with us as notions in the Eastern States.” 

Five dollars reward was offered in August for the arrest of disturbers 
of the peace, who, during the past year, had been in the habit of hoisting 
flood gates, throwing open inelosures, and doing a variety of other mis- 
ehief after night. 

August 21st the Montgomery County Bible Society was organized at 
a meeting of which Joseph I. Crane was chairman and G. §. coke. 
secretary. Dr. Job Haines was elected president; renee! inca Aarou 
Baker, and Rev. N. Worley, vice-presidents; Luther Bruen, treasurer; 
Jaines Stecle, corresponding secretary; George 8S. Ilouston, recording 
secretary; managers, John Miller, John H. Willams, John Patterson, 
David Reid, James Hanna, O. B. Conover, Daniel Pierson, Robert 
Patterson, James Slaght, John B. Ayres, Joseph Kennedy, Hezekiah 
Robinson, and Robert McCounel. 

On the 3rd of September, 1822, the Watchman contains the prospectus 
of the Gridiron, a weekly newspaper edited and published by John 
Anderson—a sheet much dreaded by persons politically or otherwise 
obnoxious to the editor and contributors, and on which “evil doers 
received a good roasting.” <A bitter political contest was being waged in 
Dayton at this period, and members of both parties published the severest 
and most unjustifiable attacks on their opponents. 

General William M. Smith’s brigade assembled for dnl and parade in 
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Dayton on the 12th of October. The brigade was principally composed 
of young men, all well equipped, and though the roads were sloppy and. 
some of the companies had eight or nine miles to march, the command 
was on parade at an early hour. The Watchman says that this was the 
most brillant muster ever witnessed in Dayton. 

There were forty-eight burials at the Sixth Street graveyard in 1822. 

Williarn M. Smith was appointed postmaster in 1822, and held the 
office one year. EK. Smith, afterwards widely known as Dr. Edwin Smith 
assistant postmaster, attended to the delivering of the mail for several 
mouths after Benjamin Van Cleve’s foes in December, 1821. George 


S. Houston was appointed postmaster in 1823 and served “ti PSSH Eire 


annie was in the two-story brick eee still standing near the north- 
east corner of Second and Ludlow streets. Mr. Houston also kept a smal! 
stock of books, principally religious, for sale at the postofiice. 

The Dayton Foreign Missionary Society. was organized in 1822. 
James Steele was elected treasurcr and Job Haines secretary. . The 
membership fee was fifty cents a year which could be paid in money, 
clothes, kitchen furniture or grocerics, to be sent to the Indians, of whom 
a number still hved in Ohio. 

In 1823 George B. Holt began to publish a weekly Democratic 
newspaper, the Miami Republican and Daily Advertiser, which was con- 
tinued till 1826. <A biography of Judge Tiolt will be given in the chapter 
on the “Bench and Bar,’ 7 

The road to Cincinnati in the spring of 1828 was almost impassable, 
and the making of a turnpike was urged, but withont success. 

In 1823 the first Dayton musical society was organized, and John W. 
Van Cleve was clected president. The association was called the Pleyel 
Society and held its meetings in the grand jury room of the court house. 
None but members were admitted. 

A meeting to raise mouey for the Greek cause was held at Colonel : 

neid’s inn February 9, 1824. Simeon Broadwell was chairman of the 
meeting, Job Haines secretary, and George 5. louston treasurer. One 
hundred and fifteen dollars were collected, and Wilham M. Smith, George 
W. Smith, and Stephen Fales were appointed a committee to remit the 
money to the Greek Fund Committee in New York. 

The Watchman urges the corporation this spring to procure a fire 
engine, drain and turnpike the streets “instead of: making canals of 
them,” fill up several ponds within the town which needed attention, and 


, provide some means of weighing hay. But it was several years before 


these improvements were made. 


On Saturday morning, June 12, 1824, an accident happened which 
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a earn fone ag ere 


threw a gloom over the little town. 


gentlemen, and two boys had gone out in a pirogue on the Miami, and 


A party of six young ladies, four 


while trying to pass through an open place in a fish dam at the cast end 
of First Street, the boat struck the hmb of a tree and upset. All the 
young people barely escaped with their lives, and Miss Rue, a girl of 
seventecn, in spite of the efforts of the only two of the party who could 
swim to save her, was drowned. , 

At this period there were on the Miami above Franklin fifty flouring 
mills, making at least two thousand barrels of flour annually; one 
hundred distilleries, making two hundred barrels of whisky each, and 
four thousand barrels of pork a year were packed, statistics which are 
given as an indication of the improvement of the Miami valley. 

Twenty-four people of color left Dayton on October 21, 1824, for 
Hayti. Their expenses were paid by the Haytien government, which 
was inviting negro emigrants from the United States and sent an agent to 


New York to take charge of the large numbers who were willing to go. 
Nearly all of those who went from here soon found their way back again 


to Dayton. | | 

On the nght of November 16th George Groves’ hat store, containing 
over a hundred fur and a number of wool hats, was burned, the loss being 
apout one thousand dollars: Mr. Hollis)a watchmaker in “the same 
building, which was frame, lost his tools, but saved the watches left with 
him for repair. This fire, which was the first of any size that had 
occurred since 1820, created a good deal of excitemient, as the corporation 
ladders were not in their place in the market-house, and the whole 
dependence for extinguishing the fire was on the leather buckets belong- 
ing to citizens. Again there was a demand that council should purchase 
a fire engine and buckets, and see that the ladders were kept in some 


proper and convement place, where they might be fonnd when needed. 


An ordinance was accordingly passed threatening persons: removing the 
public tadders from the market-house, except in case of fire, with a fine 
of ten dollars, and providing that a merchant who was going to Phila- 
delphia in the spring of 1825 should be furmshed with two hundred and 
twenty-six dollars and directed to purchase a fire engine. 

In the winter of 1825 Thomas Morrison erected hay scales on Fourth 
Street, near Ludlow, charging thirty-seven and a half cents for weighing 
one ton and twenty-five cents for weighing one half ton. The boundaries 
of the streets were at this date not very clearly defined, houses being few 
and far between, and the scales, which were near the corner of Fourth 
and Ludlow streets, were deseribed in the newspapers as “on Main Street, 


one square west of Strain’s tavern,” now the United Brethren book store. 
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“The eieiesnle prices of provisions in Dey ton in the spring of 1825 
were as follows: Flour, two dollars and seventy-five cents per. barrel; 
whisky, seventeen to seventeen and one half cents; leaf lard in kegs, 
six and one quarter cents; butter in kegs, six cents; country sugar in 
barrels, seven to seven and one half cents; feathers, twenty-five cents 
beeswax, thirty to thirty-one cents; wheat, forty-five cents per Whehel: 

In the spring of 1825 oceurred the trial and execution of John 
McAfee for the brutal murder of his wife. The trial occupied the 2d 
and 3d of March. He was proved euilty, and sentenced by Judge Crane 
to be hung on March 28th. Ile was hung at three o’clock in the after- 
noon of that day, on the gallows erected on what is now West Third 
Street,°a short distance east of the Third Street Bridge. The earriage 
in which the prisoner, accompanied by Father Hill, a Catholie priest 
who had come up from Cincinnati twice before to visit him, was taken 
at ten A. M., from the jail to the place of execution, guarded by Captain 
Conrad Wolf’s rifle company and Captain Squier’s troop of horse. The 


prisoner made confession of his crime Just before he was executed, and 


? 
though he professed penitence, such was the indignation against him that 
the calling out of the militia was probably a necessary measure. This 


was the first execution in Dayton, and produced great excitement in the 


town and country; early in the morning crowds began to flock in from 


the country, and néarly the whole bivey or of this part of Montgomery 
County was assembled at the gallows. It is a matter of congratulation 
that such brutalizing ae. exectitions are no longer tolerated. 

In Apnil, 1825, a gentleman reached Dayton from Philadelphia, via 
Jineinati, in eight ne by stages and steamboats. Very recently the 
trip had taken from two to three wecks. Daytonians began to feel that 
they were becoming close neighbors of the people of the Eastern States. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Canal Agitation—Dinner to DeWitt Clinton—First Canal Boat Arrives—Enthusiasm of the 
People—Trade by Wagon to Fort Wayne—Dayton in 1827—Medical Spring--Traveling 
Museum—First Fire Wardens—-Exxcitement at Fires—Flood in 1825—Dayton Guards— 
Business in 1828 — Price of Property— ‘Temperance Society—New Market Honse — 
Rivalry Between Dayton and Cabintown—Seoly’s Busin-—Peasley’s Gardeu—Miniature 
Locomotive and Car Exhibited in the Methodist Church—Daytonians Take Their First 
Railroad Ride—Seneca Indians Camp in Dayton—Steele’s Dam-—General R. C. Schenck 
—Fugitive Slave Captured in Dayton—First Railroad JTucorporated—Filood of 1832— 
Relief Sent to Cincinnati Flood Sufferers—-Political Exciternent—Council Cut Down a 
Jackson Pole—Cholera in 1832—Silk Manufactory Established — Kighth of ae ae 

Bridge 





Barbeeue— Procession of Mechanics, July 4, 1833—Taverns—Town Watchine 
Over the Miami—Lafayette Commemorative Services—Vire Guards-—One a Stone 
Jail Built— First Carriers’ New Year’s Address— Board of Healtb— Fire Alarm— 
R. A. Thruston. 


NHOUGH we shall be carried beyond the date we have now reached, it 
1 will be well to give in this chapter a full account of the canal. 

A meeting was called at Colonel Reed’s inn on the evening of June 
29, 1821, to appoint a committee to cooperate with committees in other 
places to raise means to pay for a survey of the route for a canal from 
Mad River to the Ohio, and to ascertain the practicability and e Pee of 
such a canal. Judge Crane was chairman of this meeting and G, SB. 
Houston secretary. The following gentlemen were appointed to collect 
funds to ‘pay for the survey: Hi Gi Piniips, G.'Wi. Smith) Dr.John 
Steele, Alexander Grimes, and J. H. Crane. 

The law authorizing the making of a canal from Dayton to Cinein- 

nati passed the legislature in 1825. | 

On the 4th of July, 1825, Governor DeWitt Clinton, of New York, 
assisted at the inauguration of the Ohio canal at Newark. At a public 
meeting of the citizens of Dayton, James Siecle and Henry Bacon were 
appointed a committee. to wait on the governor at Newark and invite 
him to partake of a public dinner in their town. Resolutions were also 
adopted and preparations made for his reception. Mr. Steele returned 
from Newark on the evening of Wednesday, the 6th, and reported that 
the governor had accepted and would be here on Saturday. A number of 
gentlemen of Dayton and a detachment of the troop of horse commanded 
by Captain Squier met the governor at Fairfield and escorted him to town. 

At half past two p.m. Governor Clinton and his suite, Messrs. Jones 
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and reed one ernor Morrow, Hon. Ethan A. Brown, Ion. Joseph Vance, 
Messrs. Tappan and W eerie canal conimissioners, and Judge Bates, civil 
engineer, arrived at Compton’s tavern, on the corner of Main and Second 
streets, where they were received by tne citizens. Judge Crane made an 
address of welcome, which was responded to by Governor Clinton. 
About four o’clock the guests and citizens sat down to an elegant dinner 
prepared for the occasion at Reid’s inn. Judge Crane presided, and Judge 
Steele and Colonel Patterson acted as vice-presidents. The dinner closed 
with appropriate toasts. | 

The Watchman su 


run the canal, which had not yet been located, down the middle of Main 


ecested i October that it would he a wise plan to 
Street. It stated that the ch A need not be made wider than forty. feet, 
which, if the sidewalks now sixteen and a half feet wide were reduced to 
twelve feet, would leave a wagon road thirty-four feet broad on either 
side of the water and make Main Street the handsomest street in the 
State. The earth taken from the canal, the Watchman asserted, would 
fill every hole und level every street in town. It was feared that the 
ranal would be located a mile from the court house, which would seriously 
injure the town. 

The Dayton and Cineinnati canal was put under contract in 1825, and 
was ready for navigation early in 1829. The cost of the canal was five 
hundred and sixty-seven thousand dollars. : 

The construction of the canal was at first “violently opposed as a 
ruinous and useless expenditure.” But as soon as the law authorizing the 
expenditure was passed, and before the canal was located, the rapid im- 


provement of Dayton and the increase in populatibu proved the wisdom 


and foresight of those who since 1818 had been agitating the subjcet of 


canal improvements in the Miami valley. One of the objections against 
the canal urged by opponents of the project was that it could not be made 


to hold water. As the bed of the canal ran through loose gravel, there 
‘seemed to be force in the objection, and indeed some difficulty of this kind 


was expericnuced. The bottom of the canal, however, soon “ puddled” and 
became water tight. 

“The canal commissioners, on December 28, 1826, authorized Micajah 
T. Wilhams to make “the final location of that part of the Miami canal 
lying within the limits of the corporation of the town of Dayton.” To 
the great satisfaction of the citizens, who had feared it would be located 
outside the corporation, it was located “on the common, between the 
saw mill race and the seminary, on St. Clair Street.” 

The canal was put under contract in the spring of 1827. At the 
bidding for contracts there was much competition, and proposals were 
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mi: ath by upwards of six panies persons. The contractors began work 
about the first of June. The excavation at the basin between Second 
and Third streets was commenced on Monday, September 8d. In the 
evening a salute was fired in celebration of the event at the commons, 
now Library Park, where a large crowd was assembled. 

The first canal-boat built in Dayton was launched near Wifth Street 
on Saturday, August 16, 1828, at two p.m. The citizens were invited to 
assemble at the firing of the cannon to witness the launch. The boat 
was called the Alpha, of Dayton, and was built for McMaken-.& Hilton 
by Solomon Eversull. The Alpha was pronounced by-many superior to 
any boat on the line of the Miami canal. As the water had not yet been 
let into the canal, a temporary dain was built across the canal at the bluffs, 
and water was turned in from the saw mill tail-race at Fifth Street. 
Trial trips were then made from the dam to Fifth Street and back. The 
Dayton Guards, the military company of boys, organized a few weeks 
before, made the first trip on the Alpha. \ , 

Friday evening, September 26, 1828, water was first let into the canal 
by the contractors from the mill race at the corner of Fifth and Wyandot 
streets. Most of the water leaked out through the embankment along 
the river at the blufis, in Van Buren Township, and on November 24th 
there was a break in the embankment at that point. 

On Wednesday, December 17th, a party of ladies and gentlemen made 
a trip on the Alpha to Hole’s Creek. On Monday, December 22d, she 
took a party to leis. beyond which place the canal was not com- 
pleted, returning Wednesday. Christmas there was a second excursion 
to Miamisburg which returned Friday. Samuel Forrer was the engineer 
of the Mian Canal in 1829. 

In January, 1829, citizens of Dayton were gratified with the sight, 
so long desired, of the arrival of canal- inet from Cineiunati. At 
daybreak Sunday, January 25th, the packet, Governor Brown, the first 
boat to arrive here from the Ohio, reached the head of the basin. This 
packet was appropriately named, for since 1819 Governor Brown had 
been engaged in urging the connection of the two towns by means of 
a canal. In the afternoon the Morrer arrived, followed at dark by the 
General Marion, and during the night by the General Pike. Each boat 
was welcomed by the firing of cannon and the enthusiastic cheers of a 
crowd of citizens assembled on the margin of the basin. The Governor 
Brown was heneeforth to make regular trips twice a week between 
Dayton,and Cincinuati. It was the only packet fitted up exclusively 
for passengers, and was handsomely and conveniently furnished. The 


master, Captain Archibald, was very popular and accommodating. 
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The Alpha, which also made regular passages, was commanded by 
M. F. Jones 


sengers. <A fleet of canal-boats, the Governor Brown, Captain J. D. 


J oF Dayton." VA part or ‘the Aiphawas prepared for pas- 
Archibald, master; Morrer, Captain Campbell, master; General Marion, 
Captain Clymer, master; General Pike, Captain Swain, master; accom- 
panied by the Alpha, with a Dayton party, were to have made the first 
return trip to Cincinnati in company, but their departure was prevented 
by a break in the canal at Alexandersville. 

The people made a festival of the completion of the canal, which, 
they congratulated themselves, had hegun a new era of prosperity for 
the town, and took every occasion to celebrate the event. On the 
evening of February 5, 1829, the canal being frozen over so that naviga- 
tion was impossible, Captain Archibald, of the Governor Brown, which 
was embargoed by the ice at the basin, gave a handsome collation on 
board to a number of ladies and gentlemen. The next evening the 
captains of a number of boats lying in the basin partook of a canal 
supper at the National Hotel, and drank a number of toasts suitable 
to the occasion. | 

On the 16th of April a steam canal-boat called the “nterprise arrived 
here. ‘T’wo cords of wood were used in the passage from Cincinnati to 
Dayton. For many years it- was believed that steam could be used in 
propelling boats on the canal, but after a fair trial it was found to be 
impracticable. 


Sometimes in the spring of 1829 as many as twenty-six canal-boats_ 
arrived here in a week. During the month of April seventy-one boats 
arrived and seventy-seven left Dayton. The number of passengers from. 


Cincinnati and intermediate places towards Dayton was nine hundred 
and eighty-six. ‘The total value of articles shipped was forty-three 
thousand one hundred and seventy-three dollars. The toll collected here 
during the year 1829 amounted to six thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
eight dollars and thirty-one cents. In 1831, twelve thousand forty-seven 
dollars and sixty-four cents, and m 1833, seventeen thousand one hundred 
and ninety dollars and three cents were collected. The Journal states 
that the number of persons traveling on the canal per week in 1832 was 
probably uot less than one thousand, exclusive of the people employed on 
the boats. 

Twenty hours from Cincinnati to Dayton by canal was considered a 
rapid trip. Merchandise was brought here from New York by water in 
twenty days. The cost of freight per ton was seventeen dollars and 
twenty-five cents. The route was by the Krie canal to Buttilo; thence 
by Lake Erie to Cleveland; thence by the Ohio canal to the Oho River, 


i eee sa Sa ae 


a a fase rine : 
































aa os “m9 


4 —— 


rie RAR LAREAOD shit Hoehzany adi svt! stint ao 
aise] slik scar gl: TL EL i cal HOR, 
5. Coe | AdeLG hy goon Kage oir: cant mas ad oe 
ae ai oka Ri Gn ptt wierd aca (10 


Vivek: ote ole Ras “vai men wane A 
Aq Se Tae] piwarg nel Sy élhyud _aiey i 9) 








hs } ; ayn peveet. ) ay ersey ete eit rectionte cn 
;: j sifiverohiaxol A 
ry big ee, } crs Aatepen Hy tbe heey 
of: vg 
‘ ; F i t - atts) SIs d, FPR ¢ 
' An BS beet ETO GUO co ‘a 
' I eae tc MAL ae I hed d A ate, ii 
‘| ‘ A hh t fi bn ry Hl Fj , 
fet uetdt i Siege er irrras pyle “Ok 
One ed) ; r 
: ARPA Wek rely a Ontario |) 
Li @ ES itt fei ef if za 
il oe retey yA eye bhava ont 
(ah gle BY Sal los tyacuhelay reece ee Hteee te pat wile 10 
Oo} hy Fr Poet i ' i si] tt Ly Novis @ Ue yy Wea oes ete hy > y pai oe 
pees | Tit) a fae Dp ARR beatin ? 
ee } Tea f 6) Per { { j «thd PRD. 
uty on Une’ on OME Nowa one een aucel'4 
Fotis Liiafys 4 Leon Ot Ont it *) aber ae. 1 veel bavi 
ciara tu “othe tT’ Waren gan tio) aries Pees one ty ME bowing 
iP oaety oivet: chuvaob site obabonivar id ‘bang: ehalals 
ttt "Y,) ertile Bal tyne. Yoo rattary laget Cate ateoetitgio Dia 
| ton eennae hy see Chl ese PATA Pyehee Tyagi ether p Pie ey avo 
ts bina roto biegaaadk Are cK | suo CSOT vay aiff 9 ‘ais lyn 
A (eyil}) oes sed ud. ea y aie cries Twn ee lob: ditalo 


tet A binge igs bie Get nu bet: abies 901+ nie fiw’ aiallob . 
fa sty xt Aya F aed) CO ae ets. RR | Be jit areas Hol: ehoteey ny | 
Shetatt shew ye ‘rq feirad oil iy melvin) Hee tay ‘bo Te (aiearat wild 10 





on ‘ =s / ‘ 


ts distrotigio bendy oct Mo So Perey vor biergedecield nie vawshanen il | 
d va aj ‘ ( | i its ial 


4 


£ 


g borhiatoy any hie wot etl, ot awd: rie ino wai “ns ve 


iti reste “ Prem | yA oleae ort iy petnt ‘aay et mere: aga 


ee sb: quo 








se se Pen a en RS repre gee mera wi Pt enn en ea RN 





meen ireeipraaey s — we 
eR LS EE OO I LEE EFT ES IO LY TE EE GE EMRE IOS TTT FREE COO IAS IS LI LE ELE IIA REET iit a ce coroner momERY 


CANAL AGITATION, . a5 








and down the river to the Miami canal, pital up y 1e ei to Pes i 
distance of one thousand one hundred and fifty-two mules. 

The completion of the State canal, which ended at Second Street, 
was soon followed by the construction of a new basin, beginning at the 
terminus of the original one and extending to Hirst Street. It was con- 
strueted by the Basin Extension Company, formed by II. G. Phillips and 
James Steele, executors of the Cooper estate and others, and incorporated 
by the legislature February 4, 1830. Its objeet was to draw business to 
mah pert o1 town, throne’ whieh it passed. ~ The worl ‘began in the 


epeme of 1351. The eon ran through a ten-acre lot belonging to the 
Cooper estate, and the portion of the ground not used for the basin, 
embankment, and tow-path, was laid off in lots and sold by the executors. 
In 1845 the work commenced some time before of extending the canal 
mem Wirst Street to its junction with the canal near the aqueduct was 
paea 

Until the extension of the Miami canal to the north in 1841, Dayton 
was at the head of navigation, and supplies of every kind for this region 
for a long distance around were forwarded fron here. <A brisk trade with 
Fort Wayne asa lis stributing point was kept up, and wagon trains were 
constantly passing between the two points. Swaynie’s tavern at the head 
of the basin was the favorite resort of the wagoners, and oe rads stable 
yard was nightly crowded with wagons.and Ins tavern with the drivers. 

Tne eccentric Lorenzo Dow preached in Dayton on Friday. April 
28th, at three o'clock in the afternoon and created a great sensation. 

‘The first “jubilee of the United States,” con:memorating the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, was celebrated July 4, 
1826, by a procession from the court house, services at the brick church 


(Pins, Presbyterian), 2 dinner at’ Mr. iollman’s tavern at the head of 
Main Street, and a picnie at the Medical Spring. The Declaration of 
? : ree) 


Independence’ was read by John W. Van Cleve and an oration was 
delivered by Pcter P. Lowe. 

The Watchman for July 25th is im mourning for Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams, the news of whose death, three weeks before on the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, had just been 
received, 

James Perrine was appointed in June the agent of the Protection 
Insurance Company, of Hartford, and was the first person engaged in 


o and 


this business im Dayton. Mr. Perrine was just beginning his long 


honorable career 2s a merchant in Dayton. 


Ilorse thievés were so troublesome .in the town and country in 1826 


that a publie meeting was called at the court house on July 15th to devise 
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means for their arrest. At the mecting a society for the pursuit and 
capture of horse thieves was formed and very eflicient work was done by. 
the meinbers, who were called out whenever horses were niussing. This 
is the nearest approach to a vigilance committee we have ever had in 
Dayton. | 

A Colonization Society was formed in Dayton November 24, 1826. 
The following gentlemen were appointed a committee to solicit sub- 
scriptions to the constitution: Aaron Baker, Henry Stoddard, Luther 
Bruen, O. B. Conover, and 8. 8. Cleveland. 

Great advantage was anticipated from a spring located near the 
present buildings of the St. Mary’s Institute, on Brown Street. The 
water from the spring was copious, and contributed to the volume 
of water in Rubicon Creek, which im early times was a mill stream. 
The water was analyzed, and it was claimed that it was medicinal and 
equal in curative qualities to the best springs that were places of popular 
resort. A bath house was built, a place for refreshments opened, and 

plan proposed for a hotel, which was never carried out. Although 
now just outside of the corporation limits, at that time it was sufficiently 
distant from the town to afford a pleasant drive, and during the summer 
months the spring was a place of resort for the Dayton people. Fourth 
of July celebrations and picnies were: often held there. It was confi- 
dently expected that a fashionable watering place would be established 
and the town greatly benefited. The water proved to be simply chalybe- 
ate and all hopes of attracting public attention to the spring were 
abandoned. 

There were eight hundred and forty-cight voters in Dayton Township 
in 1827. The population within the corporation was sixteen hundred. 
George B. Holt was elected State senator this year, and Alexander 
Grimes and Robert J. Skinner representatives. 

This year the Baptist society, which was organized in 1824, built 
its first church, costing two thousand dollars, on the alley on the west 
side of Main Street, between Monument Avenue and First Street. 

lity AO US. Sz (ace traveling museum, consisting of birds, beasts, 
wax figures, paintings, ete., visited Dayton. One of the articles exlibited 
is advertised in a style or yy Of Barnum, as: ‘That great natural curi- 
osity, the Indian mummy, which was discovered and taken from the 
interior of a cave in Warren County, Kentucky, where it was probably 
secreted in its present state for preservation for one thousand years.” 
These museums, carried im ears or vans drawn by horses, traveled 
all over the Western country in early times. When they reached a 


town or village, the horses were unharndssed, and the cars were 
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fastened together so as to make a continuous room for the display of 


the ‘curiosities. 


In 1828 Henry Best opened a jewelry store. He removed in 1836 
to his building on Main Street, where the business is still carried on 
by his son. : 

Council] appointed the following fire wardens in 1827: James Steele, 
Abram Darst, Dr. J. Hames, and’ Matthew Patton. The fire engine, 
which had been ordered from Philadelphia in 1825 at a cost of two hun- 
dred and twenty-six dollars, did not reach here till 1827. It was a small 
affair; and the water was thrown by turning a crank in the side of the 
engine. Not much'care seems to have been taken of the engine,.for at a 
imei IG 1 could not be used, as 1 was ulled with ice, the water 
not. having been taken out after a fire which occurred several weeks 
before. | 

THouscholders, who, as before mentioned, had not themselves procured 
them, were- provided by the town with long black leather buckets with 
their names painted 1n Jarge white letters on the outside, which were used 
to fill the engine. The fire wardens were notified by council to meet at 
the engine house at two p. M. on May 2d for the purpose of distributing 
fire buckets. Freeholders wishing buckets were requested to attend. One 
hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents had beev expended by council 
in 1827 for eighty-eight buckets, half of which were to be distributed 
among the citizens and the rest kept at the engine house. The engine 
house was a frame building, which stood on the court house lot, on Main 
Street, near the alley.. The buckets kept by the citizens were for twenty 
years inspected every April by the wardens. 

An alarm of fire brought out the whole population of the town, and 
the greatest excitement and confusion prevailed. . Double lines were 
formed to the nearest pump, one line passing down the full buckets and 
the other returning the empty ones. Women were often efficient workers 
in these lines. The water in a well would soon be exhausted, and a move 
had to be made to one more remote. ~ It was hopcless to contend with a 
fire of any magnitude and efforts in such cases were only made to prevent 
the spreading of the fire. 

In January, 1828, all three rivers were higher than they had been 
sinee the great flood of 1814. The Third Street canal bridge and all the 
bridges over the mill races near town were washed away, and the bridge 
over the canal at Jefferson Street was damaged. Fencing and buildings 
near the river banks were much injured. Among the landmarks swept 
off by the high water this year was the red warehouse, used by flatboat- 
men and owned by Silas Broadwell, which stood on the Wilkinson Street 
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bank of the Miami River: The State dam, which was built in 1827, was 
much damaged by this flood. 
The following fire wardens were appointed in 1828: James Steele, 


oO 


George W. Snuth, Alexander Grimes, Matthew Patton, and Warren 


Munger; engineer, J. W. Van Cleve. 

The popula ee of Dayton: in 1828 was sixteen hundred and ninety- 
seven. ‘Twenty stage coaches arrived weekty. 

Lhis summer the Dayton Guards, a uniformed military company 
of (boys, was organized. Aft ten o'clock Fourth of Jaly morning the 
“young heroes paraded in front of the court house and shortly afterwards 
marched to the residence of the widow of Joseph Peirce, Esq., where 
were assembled a considerable number of the heads of the most respectable 
families and all the beauty and fashion of our flourishing town.” A flag 
was presented to the ae by the young ladies of Dayton. One of 
the young ladies made a lengthy presentation speech, whieh was rephed 
to by a member of the Guards. 

Thirty-six brick buildings and thirty-four of wood were erected in 
town during 1828" in) January, 1629; there were one hundred and 
twenty-five brick buildings in Dayton; six of stone, and two hundred and 
thirty-nine of wood. There were two hundred and thirty-five dwelling 
houses, and Presbyterian, Methodist, and Christian brick mecting-houses. 

This year Timothy Squier opened the National Motel in the building 
on ‘Third Street, adjoining the Beckel House. . 

The executors of the Cooper estate on May 9, 1829, sold a block of 
five lots at the head of the basin, containing a little over one third of an 
acre, for two thousand, nine hundred and twve enty dollars, which was 
considered a high price and mentioned in the newspaper as an indication 
of the rise of property in Dayton since the opening of the canal. 

Another improvement was in the increased regularity and speed 
with which the mail was received. Papers were teccived in 1829 fromm 
Washington and Baltimore in six days; from Philadelphia in seven; from 
New York in eight; from Boston in nine or ten. 

The white population of Dayton in 1829 was two thousand, -two 
hundred and seventy-two; blacks eighty-six. There had been an increase 
of six hundred and sixty-one in the population during the past fourteen 


months. © Phe amount: of we capital returned by the assessor of 


Montgomery County for 1829 was one hundred and twenty-nine thou- 
sand, eight hundred and eleven dollars. Under a new lew passed by the 
legislature the free white male frecholders over the age of twenty-one, 
who had resided in the corporation one year, voted for a mayor instead of 


a president of council, and one recorder and five trustees. 
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Morris Seely was elected State senator this year and John Turner 
representative. 

In spite of the growth and improvement of Dayton, customs were 
still somewhat prinutive in 1829. The Jowrnal complains, in a humorous 
article, that the people were in the habit of taking their degs to church, 
ie tine, during te) sermec) stems were seithen? srowling,) barking, or 
jumping about the house, to the no small annoyance of the congregation, 
and suggests that it might be well'to have an apartment allotted for their 


reception, so that they might amuse themselves without disturbing the 


e 


congregation. 

Ata mecting held in 1829, the first Dayton Temperance Society was 
formed. © Wilhani Kine was moderator and Dr. Job Iaines seeretary of 
the meeting. The following persons,were appointed to prepare a con- 
stitution and an address to the public: A. Baker, Daniel Ashton, D. 
Winters) DI) Burnet; @olw Steele; dioblddaines, H. Jewett, -Wilham 
M. Smith, and Henry Bacon.. For some time the Dayton newspapers 
were full of arguments for and against. temperance societies. | 

July 27, 1829, it was decided ‘that. the new market house, which the 
city was about to build, should be located in the alley running from 
Jefferson to Main Street, between Third and Fourth streets. For the 
purpose of widening the market space, property costing one thousand, 
one hundred and ninety-six dollars was purchased by council. A small 
building was put up on Main Street, which was extended to Jefferson 
Street in 1836. All the space east of the market house of 1829 to 

Jefferson Street was given up to market wagons. The old market house 
on Second Street was abandoned April 24, 1830. 

A “hitter rivalry existed between the parts,of the. town divided by 
Third Street. People ving north of Third Street appropriated the name 
of Dayton to themselves, and in derision called that part of the town 
lying south of ‘that street Cabintown. When it was proposed to remove 
the market from Second Street to the present location, violent opposition 
was made and every measure resorted to to defeat it. Two tickets were 
nominated for city officers, politics were forgotten, and this was made the 
sole issue. Cabintown proved numerically the stronger and the fate of 
the market house was sealed. When the market house was moved, 
Thomas Morrison, who had it in charge, placed a large placard on it, 
“ Bound for Cabintown,” which was read with the deepest chagrin by the 
people on Market, now Second Street. So bitter was the feeling that for 
along while, many persons refused to attend market at the new location. 

William Clark was appointed clerk and marshal of the market by council 


in 1830. Ilis salary was seventy-five dollars per annum. 
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In 1830 a company was formed to construct a basin ‘couneeting the 
canal at its intersection with Wayne Strect and a point at the southern 
extremity of the city. Morris Seely was the main mover in this project, 
and great expectations were entertained in regard to it. The supreme 
eourt had decided that. the water, power within the city limits, and 
furnished by the canal, belonged to the State of Ohio, a decision which 


was afterwards reversed, and the water power eiven to the Cooper estate.. 
5 Ra } 


It was believed that this water power could. be leased and utilized along 
the proposed basin. Land was bought at what was then an extravagant 
price, and lots laid out. These lots were small in size, and arranged for 
factories, warchouses, and docks, such as would be required in a large 
city, but were unsuited to a place with the pretensions of Dayton. 

The scheme proved an utter failure, and left consequences that were 
an annoyance to the city for years afterwards. ‘The lots were unsalable, 
and the method of platting a serious detriment to that part of the 
town. The canal, or ditch as it was afterwards called, bred disease, and 
the city authorities were called upon to fill it up. Before the controversy 
was finally settled, the excitement ran so high that the saw mill of Mr. E. 
Thresher, located on the canal at Wayne Street, which used the ditch as 


a tail-race, was burned. A large part of the ditch is now filled up, and 


the lower end used as a city drain. 

In connection with the basin and on its bank a pleasure garden was 
opened by A. M. Peasley on Warren Street... A small pleasure boat 
was run from Third Street on summer afternoons to the garden, where 
refreshments were provided, and it was expected that large numbers of 
pleasure seckers would resort there. Like the basin, the. garden was 
ahead of the times, and after a trial of two or three years was abandoned. 

In 1830 Alexander Grimes and Wilham M. Smith, both Whigs, 
were elected to the legislature. General Smith died, and was succeeded 
December 7th by Henry Stoddard, also a Whig. 

In 1839 Stevenson ran the first locomotive in Ingland over the Man- 
chester and Liverpool railroad. The same year a miniature locomotive 
and cars were exhibited in Dayton in the Methodist Chureh. The facet 
that the city council by resolution exempted the exlubition. from a leense 
fee, and that the Methodist Church. was used for this purpose illustrates 
the deep interest felt by the public in the then new and almost untried 
scheme to transport freight and passengers by steam over roads con- 
structed for the purpose. A track was run around the imterior of the 
ehureh, and for a small fee parties were, carried ,iny the, car.) A large 
part of the then citizens of Dayton took their first railroad ride in 
this way. 
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In July, 1831, a second exlubition of a mimature locomotive and car 
oceurred, and the following advertisement, headed “Important. Exhibi- 
tion,” appeared in the Journal: “A locomotive or steam earriage drawing 
a car on a’mintiature railroad will be exhibited at Machir & Hardeastle’s 
warehouse, near the basin, on Friday and Saturday, July Ist and 2nd. 
The exhibition will be a rich treat to the friends of State or National 
improvement. The locomotive works with great celerity and precision, 
drawing a splendid miniature car in which two persons may ride at the 
same time. Both locomotive and car are constructed on the most 
improved principles by Mr. A. Bruen, of Lexington, Isentueky, and the 
vorkxmanship may be safely pronounced of the first order. ‘The novelty 
of this machine has never failed to excite the admiration and curiosity of 
all who have seen it. Ladies and gentlemen are respectfully invited to 
call and ride. Admittance twenty-five cents; children halt price.” 

The population of Dayton in 1830 was two thousand, nine hundred 
and fifty-four, a gain of one thousand, two hundred and thirty-seven in 
little more than two years.. This year eighty-one houses were built. In 
1831 fifty brick buildings and seventy-two of frame were erected. The 
population was three thousand, two hundred and fifty-eight. Six thou- 
sand, two hundred and nineteen passengers by coach passed through town 


this year. 


David Cathcart was appointed postmaster to sueceed George 8. 
Houston. 

In October Christ’s Episcopal Church was organized by Rev. Ethan 
Allen. 

Robert Young was elected State senator, and Ilenry Sheidcler and 
G. 8. Swain members of the assembly in 1831. Mr. Sheideler was a 
Democrat and Mr. Swain a Whig. | , 

In November about two bundred and fifty Seneca Indians, men, 
women, and cliildren, on their way to the reservation west of the Missis- 
sippi River, encamped at the big spring on the north side of Mad River. 
They were here three days and excited great curiosity by their singular, 
rude, and uncivilized habits and appearance. One of the gaping crowd, 
who was watching them at dinner, moved off in some confusion, when an 
Indian, at whom he was staring, looked up and said: “Indian eats just 
hike white man; he puts the vietuals in his mouth.” 

Just below the mouth of Stillwater the Miami makes a bend in 
the form of a horseshoe, inclosing in it that part of Dayton known as 
McPherson. By cutting a race across the bend, a valuable water power 
is obtained. About 1829 James Steele, who owned the land, completed 


a dam across the Miami and the race. In 1830 he erected a saw mill 
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and afterwards a grist mill. This water power is now known as the 
Dayton View Hydraulic, and the large establishments of Stillwell & 
Bierce, A. Simonds, and the Dayton Electrie Light Company use the 
power to propel their machinery. In digging the race, an immense 
tooth of a mastodon was unearthed, which was deposited as a curiosity 
in the Cincinnati Museum. As no other part of the skeleton was found 
in the vicinity, it is supposed that the tooth was brought here with the 
drift from some other region. 

General Robert C. Sehenclk began the practice of law in Dayton 
in 1831. Ile was a publie-spirited citizen, taking.an active interest in 
all efforts for the improvement of the town, and impressing himself upon 
this community long before he attained a national reputation. Ie devoted 
much time and labor to the Dayton Lyceum, Mechanics’ Institute, Public 
Library, Woodland Cemetery, city park, the lydraulic, turnpiles, rail- 
roads, and public schools, and frequently gave gratuitous lectures at the 
invitation of Ins townsmen. 

In 1832 a fugitive slave was captured in Dayton, and carried off 
by his master, who lived in Kentucky. The occurrence produced the 
greatest excitement and indignation im the community. All that was 
uecessary to prove the detestable character of the fugitive slave law was 
an attempt to enforce it. The following account, from. the Dayton 
Journal, of the affair by an eye-witness, who was not an Abolitionist, 
though his sympathies were a]l with the negro, is worthy of insertion 
in the history of Dayton: 

‘““A short time ago a negro man, who had lived in this place two or 
three years under the name of Thomas Mitchell, was arrested. by some 
men from Kentucky and taken before a justice under a charge of heing a 
slave who had escaped from his master. The magistrate, on hearing the 
evidence, discharged the black. man, not being satisfied with the proof 
brought by the claimants of their mghts to him. A few weeks after- 
wards some men armed, employed by the master; seized the negro in our 


Main Street, and were hurrying-him towards the outskirts of the town, 


where they had a sleigh in waiting to carry him off. The negro’s cries 
brought a number of citizens into the street, who interfered and prevented 
the men from taking him away without having legally proved their 
right to do-so. The claimants of the negro went before the justice again, 
and after a long examination of the case on some new evidence being 
produced, he was decided to be the slave of the person claiming him as 
such, In the meantime a good deal of excitement had been produced 
among the people of the place and their sympathies for the poor black 


fellow were so much awakened that a proposition was made to buy his 
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freedom. ka. agent of on master agreed to en him under the supposi- 
tion that the master would sell him his hberty, and a considerable sum 
was subscribed, to which, out of his own savings, the negro contributed 
upwards of fifty dollars himself. The master, however, when his agent 
returned to Kentucky, refused to agree to the arrangement, and came 


himself the week before last to take the negro away. Their first meeting 


-was in the upper story of a house, and Tom, on sccing those who were 


about to take him, rushed to a window and endeavored, but without 
success, to dash himself through it, although had he sueceeded, he would 
have fallen on a stone pavement from a height not-Jess than fifteen icet. 
He was prevented, however, and the master took him away with him and 
got, him as far as Cimeinnati. The following, letter received by a gentle- 
man in this place gives the concluding account of the matter: 


“““ POOR TOM IS FREE. 


“<< CINCINNATI, January 24, 1832. 

«<¢Dear Sin:—In compliance with a request of Mr. J. Deinkard, of 
Kentucky, I take my pen to inform you of the death of his black man 
Ben, whom he took in your place a few days ago. The circumstances are 
as follows: .On the evening of the 22d inst. Mr. D. and company, with 
Ben,. arrived. in this city on their way to Kentucky, and put up at the 
Main Street Hotel, where a room on the uppermost story (fourth) of the 
building was provided for Ben and his guard. All being safe, as they 
thought, about one o'clock, when they were in a sound sleep, poor Ben 
stimulated with even the faint prospect of escape or perhaps predeter- 
mined on. liberty or death, threw himself from the window which is 
upwards of forty feet from the pavement. He was, as yon may well 
suppose, severely injured, and the poor fellow died this morning about 4 
o¢lock, «Mr. J). let. this morning with the dead body of his slave, to 
which he told. me he would give decent burial in his own churchyard. 
Please tell Ben’s wife of these circumstances. “Your unknown corres- 


pondent, Respectfully, 


(oR. P. SIMMONS.’ 


“Tom, or as he is called in the letter, Ben, was an industrious, steady, 
saving little fellow, and had Jaid up a small sum of money, all of which 
he gave to his wife and child when his master took him away. A poor 
and humble being, of an unfortunate and degraded race—the same feeling 
which animated the signers of the Declaration of Independence to pledge 


life, fortune, and honor for liberty, determined him to be free or die.” 
) ) J; 


Karly in 1832 the Journal suggests the building ef a railroad from 


a 


Dayton to Cincinnati, giving as one urgent reason for the undertaking 
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the fact that part of every year the canal was frozen over, and, as there 
was then no sufficient connection with the Cincinnati market, Dayton 
products fell to aruinously low price. The same winter the legislature 
incorporated the Mad River and Lake Hrie Railroad Company. 

In February, 1882, there was a ‘freshet which equaled that which 
had caused so much destruction of property four years before. The 
Journal of February 14th makes the following allusion to the high water: 
“The late rains produced a great flood in the Miami. On Sunday night 
a serious apprehension was felt for the safety of the levees, which protect 
the basin and canal from the revel: but they stood firmly and were sufh- 
ciently high for the present emergency, and we think low enough to show 
the necessity of their being raised and strengthened. The flood reached 
exactly to the one on the 8th of January, 182 8, which was the highest 
one since 18{4.” 

This year there was much destruction of property and great distress 
eaused by the unprecedented height of the Ohio at Cincinnati. As soon 
as the news reached here that the homes of many poor people at Cin- 
eimnati had been washed away, a call for a meeting at the court house 


_to raise funds for the flood sutterers was published in the Dayton news- 


papers. At the meeting two hundred and two dollars were raised: by 
subscription and sent by J. W. Van Cleve, mayor of Dayton, to the 
mayor of Cincinnati, “to aid in relieving the distressed people of 
that city.” 

Ilenry Sheideler and William Sawyer, both Democrats, were elected 
members of the legislature in 1832. 

The Fourth of July celebration in 1832 wasa grand affair. Edward 
W. Davies read the Declaration of Independence, and Robert A. Thruston 
delivered an oration. Adam Jfouk was marshal of the procession; and 
G. C. Davis, Robert C. Schenck, Jefferson Patterson, Peter P. Lowe, 
and George Engle served as assistant marshals. The following gentlemen 
were the comniittee of arrangements: ‘Thomas Clegg, Charles G. Swain, 
David C. Baker, Charles R. Greene, George Grove, William Eaker, Peter 
Baer, Johnson V. Perrine, Wiliam Roth, John Engel, David Davis, 
Thomas Morrison, I. F. Carrell, Samuel Foley, and Thomas Brown. 

At no time in the history of Dayton, except during the civil war, has 
there been as exciting a political cainpaign as that of 1832, preceding the 
second election of General Jackson as president of the United States. So 
bitter was the fecling on both sides in this contest, that Whigs and Demo- 
crats, though neighbors and old friends, ceased EpuARING to cach other on 
the streets. Previous to Madison’s administration the people of Dayton 
seem to have been nearly all of one mind on the subject of polties, or at 
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any rate not intense partisans. But for a number of years after that date 


the two parties, usually on the corner of Main. and Third streets, for the 
court house was the polling place for the whole township, in which 
the territory now assigned to Harrison, Mad River, and Van Buren 
townships was then included. 

uate on the meht before the. presidential election in 1832, a tall 
hickory pole was erected on the outer edge of the pavement in front of 
the court house, and from it floated the American flac. Great was the 
surprise and indignation of the Whigs when this pole grected their eyes 
the next morning, and great the triumph of the party which had erected 
it. Crowds of Whigs gathered on the corners, muttering angry lmpreca- 
tions. It was evident that they would not permit the hickory tree to 
remain standing at the polls, and as certain that the Democrats would 
violently resist any effort which the other party mght make to remove 
it, and that a pitched battle would ensue if the authorities did not inter- 
fere. A mecting of council was held early in the morning, and presently 
those of the citizens who had not gone home to breakfast, saw the 
council, headed by the marshal, John Dodson, followed by John W. Van 
Cleve, the mayor, axe in hand, and Dr. John,Steele and F. F. Carrell, 
manch to the hickory, tree,and, forma circle around it... The mayor 
notified the marshal of the order of council, just passed, to “cut down the 
pole and drag it out asa nuisance.” It was the duty of the marshal to 
perform this perilous act. Au account of this occurrence published in 
the Journal in 1889 called out two communications on the subject from 
eye witnesses. 

One of them says: “In the face and in defiance of an outraged and 
infuriated collection (not mob) of red-hot Jackson Democrats—and what 
that meant could hardly be appreciated by one of this cold-blooded, law- 
abiding generation—the worthy marshal hesitated, as well he might. 
A man of lofty mien and determined purpose in every movement, stepped 
to the front, seized the axe, and-wielding it as only a stalwart Kentuckian 
eould wield it, with a few well-served strokes, brought the offensive 
emblem to the ground. When it fell there was a pause, not a cheer was 
heard from the Whigs, and only muttered curses from the Democrats. 
The audacity of this brave act of Dr. John Steele, a man universally 
known and. respected, no doubt prevented a bloody riot.” Another 
correspondent states that the pole was cut down by Herbert 8. Williams. 
Probably, both,.accounts; were, correct, as. from the size of the. pole it 
would require a good many strokes of the axe to fell it, and more than 


one hand may have been employed on it. 
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‘A canal boat arrived in Daren Decuria ies 1939, with twenty- 
five German emigrants on board, all of-whom were ill with cholera, or 
something resembling it. One of them had died the day before the boat 
reached here. They all crowded into a small room together when they 
landed. - Seven of them died. One of the doctors and the two men 
employed by the town to nurse the.Germans were taken sick. Both 
the nurses died. Cholera did not become epidemic here at this time, 
and the nine deaths just mentioned were all that occurred. A board of 
health had been appointed by council in the summer, so that all sanitary 
precautions were talken to prevent the spread of the disease, which was 
prevailing in other parts of the United States.- The board: of heaith 
eonsisted of a member of council and two other citizens from cach 
ward. The following persons were appointed: First Ward, Aaron 
Baker and George C. Davis; Second Ward, James Stcele and William 
Bomberger; Third Ward, Hi. G. Phillips and a Whicher; Fourth 
Ward, Dr. Haines and HE. W. Davies; Fifth Ward, James Mitel ell and 
Witham Patterson. 


3 


During 1832 fifty-one brick and sixty-two wooden houses were 


erected. 


A silk. manufactory was established in town this year by Daniel 


Roe. He made sewing silk- and the warp for coarse stuffs. Some 


handkerchiefs were also manufactured. Ile advertises in June that he 
has two thousand Itahan mulberry trees ready to pluck, and will furnish 
leaves, silk worm eggs, and frames for those willing to raise cocoons 
for him on shares. He also offers to pay the highest price for cocoons 
delivered at the store of Swain & Demorest, and hoped by the next year 
take all that the neighborhood could produce. A. number of persous 
planted mulberry trees at this time, and expected to engage jn raising 
suk worms. But the factory was not a success: 
Charles Soule, afterwards a noted portrait. painter, opened a store for 


the sale of engravings and for framing pictures in 1833. He also carried 
on “his-old business of sign and ornamental painting” at his shop. 


This year George C. Davis and William Sawyer represented Mont- 


“gomery County in the legislature. Mr. Davis was a Whig and Mr. 


g 
Sawyer a Democrat. 

The. sevond election of General Jackson to the presidency was 
celebrated in Dayton on the 8th of January, 1838, by a barbecue on the 
common west of the basin, now Library Park. eget Salutes were 
fired darmy the day. Immediately on the arrival at noon of a ennal 
boat with from fifty to one hundred eitizens of Miamisburg, “a tickory 
tree bearing the American flag, still larger and more majestic than 
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that which on a previous occasion left a stump” (an evident allu- 
sion to the cutting down of the Jackson pole in 1832), was erected. 
A large number of people from this and adjacent counties were present 
on this occasion. 

After the erection of the pole, a procession was formed in front of 
which walked four Revolutionary soldiers bearing Liberty caps and two 
members of the Dayton Hickory Club carrying an appropriate banner, 
who were followed by another soldier bearing the American flag. After 
moving through the principal streets, the procession passed into the court 
house, where an address was made and resolutions adopted. From the 
court house they proceeded to the common, where an ox was roasted 
whole, of which and other refreshme its all were indiscriminately invited 
to partake. The barbecue was followed by “some spirited sentiments,” 
after which the procession reformed and marched to the center of town, 
where it dispersed. ) 

A barbecue was usually an uninviting feast. The outer part of the 
ox was smoked and scorched, and the remainder uncooked, though the 


} 
animal was always roasted for many hours. After the feast, the almost 
untouched carcass was hauled off by horses, surrounded. by a crowd of 
boys and dogs, to be disposed of by hogs and hounds. 


November 19, 1833, a new hand engine, called the Safety, was bought, 
a description of which, and the other hand engines wane \y bought, 
and the companies formed to eperate them, will be found in the chapter 
on the “ Fire Department.” | 

Yn 1853 Christ’s Church, the first Episcopal church erected in Dayton, 
was built on South Jefferson Street, near Filth. 

The following trades marched with appropriate banners in the 
Fourth of July procession for 1833: One cepa and tinner, two 
combmakers, three tobaeconists, three bookbinders, five shoemakers, six 
stonccutters, seven brickmakers, eieht printers, nine ey ten coopers, 
eleven butchers, twelve carpenters, thirteen painters, fourteen bakers, fif- 
teen cabinet-makers; sixteen bricklayers, seventeen chairmakers, aghteen 
hatters, twenty coachmakers, nineteen blacksmiths, twenty-one tailors. 

“On account’ or theweholera; afastoday savas ‘appointed by Dr. Job 
\faines, mayor of Dayton, for the 23d of July. There were thirty-three 
deaths here from cholera from June to September, 1833. 

There were one thousand and one buildings in Dayton in 1835. The 
population was four thousand. The following were the Dayton taverns 
about this period: The frame tavern kept by John Wolf, west side of 
Second Street, cast of Ludlow, was popular with country people beeause 


it“had' a large feed yard and barn in the rear... In 1829. it was called 
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the Farmers’ Hotel, aud afterwards Farmers and Mechanics opel mn 
similar hotel, with barn and feed yard, was the Franklin Ifouse, south- 
west corner Main and Second streets. Edmund Browning, of Columbus, 
opened the National Hotel in the building still standing on Third 
Street, adjoining the Beckel Iousc, in 1830, and kept it till 1856. The 
Travelers’ Inn, a three-story brick building on the south side of Firs 
near St. Clair Street, was opened by John Lebman in April, 1832. The 
Lafayette House stood on the north side of Third, between Jefferson and 
St. Clair streets. The Montgomery Mouse, which still stands on the 
northeast corner of Canal and Third streets, did a thriving business 
during the early years of the canal. 

January 3, 1834, an ordinance was hee by council for the appoint- 
ment of one or more watchmen. They were to wear uniform badges and 
have the same power to call on persons to assist them in arresting 
offenders as the marshal had. The marshal and these watchmen con- 
stituted the police of Dayton. 

Plans for a covered wooden bridge over the Miami River on Main 
Street were advertised for on the 28th of January. The county com- 
missioners on June 4, 1835, appropriated six hundred dollars toward the 
building fund, and the remainder of the money was raised by subscription. 
The bridge was opened for travel in 1836. 

February 2, 1834, five buildings were burned near the basin. This 
was the largest fire that had oceurred here for fifteen years. The engines 
were found insufficient, and a subscription was raised to purchase an 
additional one. cao 

The news of the death of ‘Lafayette was received in 1834, and 
commemorative services were held here on the 3ist of August. A pro- 
cession, composed of the mechanics of the town, carrying handsome 
banners draped in black, and representing’ their different oceupations, 
the Masonic Fraternity, and the order of Independent Odd Fellows, 
formed about eleven o’clock and marched to the Presbyterian church. 
The exercises were opened with an impressive prayer by Rev. E. Allen, 
after which a beautiful and feeling ode, written for the oecasion by a 
young lady of Dayton, was sung by the choir. Robert A. Thruston de- 
livered “an impassioned and eloquent delineation of the talents of the 
deceased) ‘patriot:”)' Phen an ode, written for a similar occasion in 

Aneimnati by James Tall, was sune by the choir. Solemn music by 
the Cincinnati band accompanied the exereises, which closed with a 
prayer and benediction by Rev. David Winters. The committee of 
arrangements on this occasion was composed ol the following geutlemen : 


Oo oO 


Thomas Clegg, George Owen, W. L. Ielfenstein, 4. W. Davies, Peter 
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Odlin, nee Stec le, E. Browning, RR. A. Thruston, E. Brabham, James 
Brown, Robert C. cee ee John Anderson, Peter Baer, and C. G. Swain. 

fin ts3t the. Mad Rivas and Lake Erie Railroad Corapany was 
organized. Uhe Dayton members of the trst board of directors were 
He G. Phillips, J: Harshman, and C.G: Swain. 

In the winter of 1834 Alexander Grimes, I. T. Harker, John Rench, 
D. Stone, and others formed a company, called the Fire Guards. They 
earried white wands, and it was their duty to protect property and keep 
order at fires. 

Horace Pease, who was a Whig, and William Sawyer, a Democrat, 
were cleeted to the levislature this year from Montgomery County. James 
Steele, a Whig, was elected State senator. 

In the winter of 1854-1835 a one-story building of heavy cut stone 
was erected in the rear of the old jail. It contained four eclls constructed 
with arched brick ceilings and stone floors. This building was used 
county jail for ten years, as the one-erected in 1815 was considered unsafe. 

On Januaty 1, 1835, appeared the first rhymed New Year’s address 
of the carriers of the Dayton Journal. This custom was continued for 
years, and the ces of the Journal always bad a quarter or half dolar 
ready when the carrier appeared with his verses, printed on a separate 
shect from the newspaper on New Year’s morning. Some of these 
addresses were written in excellent verse, were very witty, and-full of 
amusing puns, jokes, and local hits. | 

In 1835 Fielding Loury, a member of the Democratic party, rep- 
resented Montgomery County in the Jegislature. 

In December, 1835, council passed an ordinance directing physicians, 
kkeepers of public houses, and commanders of canal boats, to report all 
cases of smallpox, cholera, or any other mahgnant or unusual disease to 
the mayor. A hospital was provided and all persons so diseased were 
to be sent there if willing to go, and if they objected to being removed, a 
notice or sign naming the disease was to be put up in a conspicuons place 
on the outside of the house where they were, on penalty of a fine. Per- 
sons suffering from such diseases were also to be fined if they left the house 
till well. All this was a preparation for an epidemic, which, fortunately, 
did not appear. It was the first time that such precautionary measures 
were adopted in Dayton. 

The following tire wardens were appointed in 1836: Kirst ward, 
Matthew Patton and Moses Simpson; second, James Steele and Abram 
Darst; third, Musto Chambers and Samuel Shoup; fourth, John Rench 
and, David Osborn; mith, A Artz and William, Tart. -Couneil agreed 


this year to pay ‘iifty cents to each of the sextous of the several churches 
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as well as to the shenff for ringing their respective bells at each fire to 
oive thie alarm more generally to the citizens.” They also resolved to 
finish the cisterns already commenced with lime cement, and to purchase 
five hundred more feet of hose for the fire department. | 

James Steele was re-elected State senator in 1836, and Robert <A. 
Thruston was elected member of the lower house of the legislature. Mr. 
Thruston was re-elected in 1837, but died before the close of lis second 
term. dle was a man of brilliant talents and ‘noted for his graceful 
oratory. The deepest regret was felt by the community that a career of 
such fine promise was cut short in early life. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Measures Proposed for Improving the Town—Proceedings of Council—Public Meeting to 
Sustain Council--Library Park—Dayton Business Men in 1837—Value of Property— 
Abolition Mob--Mad River Hydraulic—Montgomery Blues—Philharmionic Society-— 
Shin Piasters—Thomas Morrison—Zoological Museum—William Jennison, the Natur- 
alist—Turnpikes—-Act of Legislature Authorizing State Aid to Turnpikes—Early 
Markets—Third Street Bridge—New Buildings Erected in 1838—Cooper Hydraulic— 
Fire Department—An Anti-Slavery Society Formed—Reward Offered for Arrest of a 
Fugitive Slave—John W. Van Cleve’s Map of Dayton—-Dayton Silk Company Ineorpo- 
rated—First County Fair—Morus Multicaulis !xcitement--Swaynie’s Hotel—Carpets 
Manufactured in Dayton—An Old-Time Fire—Number of Buildings Erected in 
1839—Mosquitoes—Log Cabin Newspaper—Iimproved Stage Coaches— Harrison Conven- 
tion—Numbers in Attendance—nthusiasm--Hospitality of Dayton People—Lanners 
Presented, 


N April, 1886, council appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
I Stone, Smith, and Winters, to effect a loan in behalf of the corpora- 
tion of from one to ten thousand dollars at a rate of interest not execeding 
six per cent and for a period of not less than five years, the interest to be 
paid annually. The money so obtained was to be used in improving the 
streets and the appearance of the town. 

The following proceedings of the next meeting of council describe 
the proposed improvements: “The common council of the town of 
Dayton, at their meeting April 25, 1836, passed the following resolution: 
That they would appropriate and spend so much money (provided a loan 
ean be obtained) as will make the following improvements—viz.: wharf- 
ing across the head of the State basin; improving the public commons as 
requested by D. Z. Cooper, in consideration of his releasing a part thereof 
for the benefit of the corporation, provided the balance be improved 
immediately, to extend the market house on center market space to 
Jefferson Street; to grade the streets and walks throughout the town, and 
so soon as the grade is correctly ascertained, to raise and lower the walks 
in the different wards to the said grade; to finish the cisterns already 
commenced with lime cement, and to purchase five hundred more feet of 
hose for the fire department.” 

As there was a differenice of opinion in respect to the propriety of 
borrowing money and making the above improvements, it was resolved, 
on motion of the recorder, David Winters, “ that all citizens interested in 
the above matter be requested to mect at the court house Wednesday 
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LiZ2 HISTORY -OF DAYTON: 


evening next at early candle hghting, and then and there express their 
approbation or disapprobation of the above measure.” 

Peter Aughinbaugh was chairman of the town mecting called by 
council, and Daniel Roe-secretary... Addresses were made by, Messrs. 
Robert. C:.. Schenck, | Ralph, P.. Lowe, Hleury ;} Bacon, and Daniel Roe. 
There was some opposition to the proposed improvements on the ground 
that they were more for ornament than use, and that they would increase 
the taxes, while the advantages would be unequally distmbuted. 

Council proposed to borrow ten thousand dollars, three thousand of 
which was to be expended on the park and the remainder ou other im- 
provements. : : 

After a full discussion, a majority of the meeting passed resolutions 
commending the improvements contemplated by council and the loan by 
means of which they were to be accomphshed. They recommended: that 
council should apply one tenth of any amount to be expended during the 
year in filling up the ditch commonly called Seely’s Basin. 

An act ofthe legislature,: passed Mebruary 17, 1808, empowered 
Daniel C. Cooper to amend the oviginel plat of Dayton as to lots 94, 94, 
96,97, 98, 99, 100, 141, 142, and 148, and. set, them).apart as a common 
for the use of the citizens. To induce the citizens to convert the “com- 
mons’ into a.park .that would be creditable, in, December, 1836, David 
Zeigler Cooper executed a deed, authorizing the city to lease lots 94, 96, 
and 96, and releasing any reversionary interest that might accrue to. 
him. It was provided in the deed that the rernainming ground should be 


2 


enclosed, planted with trees, and, forever kept .as.‘‘a walk” for “the 


citizens of Dayton and its visitors.” It was inanifestly the intention that 


the proceeds from the leases should be used to keep the park in perfect 


order. The income from this source now amounts to eight hundred and 
eighty-three dollars per annum. In 1888 the ‘“pubhe square,” as the 
park was then called, was prepared for and planted with fine forest trees, 
which the Journal of that day says was “a fair beginning for a werk 
which promises to be a credit, as well as an ornament, to the town.” 

Major Daniel W. Wheelock, the efficient and public-spirited mayor 
of Dayton, during 1856, 18387, and 1838, suggested many of the new 
improvements, and energetically hastened the completion of those begun, 
while lie was in office. 

A. number of new buildings were erected in 1836-1837. Among the 
most important was a handsome brick Cathohe church. Thomas Morri- 
son, builder, as stated in the Dayton Journal, reported the number 
of buildings put up this year as forty-five of brick and thirty-five of 
frame. 
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MEASURES PROPOSED FOR IMPROVING TILE TOWN. Lin 


It may be interesting to mention the names of some of the business 
men whose advertisements appear in the Journal at this period. Numbers 
had been doing business in Dayton for many years; M. & G. A. Hatheld, 
chanmimmalcers: I. & WV. Parrot. merchants: Jobim, Bidleman, boot..and 
shoemaker; Swain & Demarest, produce dealers; Samuel Shoup, mer- 
ehant; Simon Snyder and Samuel McPherson, tanners; Thomas Casad, 
hatmaler; Thomas Brown, builder; i att Green, shoemaker; J. 
Burns, edge-tool manufacturer; I. Best, jeweler; James, Johnson V., & 
Henry V. Perrine, merchants; ee cae merchant tailor; Anughin- 
baugh & Loomis, hardware; George W. Smith & Son, merchants; Samuel 
Dolly, coachmaker; E. Edm yadson, tanner; Jacob Stutsman, copper- 
smith; Conover & Kincaid, ae Py Barrett and io Ps brosvn, 
booksellers and bindery; I. Helfenstein & Co., hardware; Phillips, Green 
& Co., merchants; C. Koerner, drugoist; Henry Herrman, .merchant; 
Rench, Harshman & Co., produce dealers; D. Z.. Peirce and W. B. Stone, 
erocers; ©. .% Wo ER. opuline, merchants: Drown & Tloglen, erocers; 


‘Daniel Roe & Sons, druggists; Daniel Keifer, cabinet-maker; Alexander 


Swaynie, produce dealer; J. Greer & Cc., stoves; T. & J. H. Boyer, copper 
and fin, shop; Brown. & Peiree, merchants;.. Van Cleve.&’ Newell, drug- 
gists; Estabrook & Phelps,. grocers; Edwin Smith & Co., druggists; 
Morrison & Arnold, builders; Samuel Brady, merchant; R. A: Kerfoot, 
saddler; Abram Darst, grocer; J. O. Shoup, merchant. 

Ta July, 1836, David Zeigler Cooper and David Stone platted thirty- 
seven acres of ground, then known as “The Buck Pasture” and now within 
the First ward, expecting to sell them at the rate of seven hundred dollars 
per ,acre, which was considered a fair price. But such was the demand 
for the lots, which were regarded as a good speculation, that they sold at 
public auction, at the court house on the.6th of August at the rate of six 
thousand dollars per acre, a convincing proof that the town was growing 
and prospering In a manner unexampled in its previous history. 

During the winter of 1886-1837 both the pro-slavery and the abolition 
sentiments of the country were ae themselves in the most violent 
manner. In February congress refused, by a vote of ninety-two to one 
hundred, to pass a resolution declaring that slaves had not the right of 
petition, and that the reception of such petitions was unconstitutional 
The next morning the seats of the indignant Southern members, who had 
agreed to pursue this course, were vacant. Alarmed. by this protest, the 
house; on the following day, reconsidered the subject and passed by a large 
majority—one hundred and forty-nine to fifty-four—a resolution similar 
to the one that had been rejected. The Dayton Journal tor February 21, 
1837, which contained these proceedings of congress, published on the 
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4 HISTORY OF DAYTON. 


sume page, with the resolutions, an account of the mobbing of Moot 
tionists in Dayton. 

For some time considerable excitement had been produced here by 
the eflorts of Abolitionists to propagate their opinions, and in more than 
one instance the opposition to them had resulted in acts of violence. In 
January Dr. J. G. Birney, a noted member of the Anti-slavery party and 
formerly editor of the Philanthropist, an Abolition paper, published at 
Cineimnati, but destroyed by a mob July 80, 1856, endeavored to delivei 
an address on the abolition of slavery in the Union Church, but was 
interrupted and egged by a mob, fired with hatred of negroes and 
A bolitionists. 

The Union Church stood on the west side of Main Strect, south of 
Fourth, on the ground now occupied by the residence of G. W. Rogers, 
and was built mainly at the expense of the late Luther Bruen. It was 
usually occupied by the Christian or “Newlight ’ denomination, but was 


always open to abolition lectures, Mr. Bruen, being an earnest and out- 


g 
spoken Abolitionist when it required no ordinary amount of moral and 
physical courage to be one. Mr. Bruen was a prominent pioneer citizen. 
He had four children: Priscilla marred Samuel Brady; Eliza married 
Robert G. Corwin; David H.; Luther B. married Aueusta, dauglhiter of 
Samuel Forrer. Luther b. died in hospital at Washington, D. C., from 
a wound received at the battle of Spottsylvania Court House. 

Dr. H. Jewett, who was also a leading Abolitionist, in a letter to 
James Steele, State senator, asking his assistance to obtain redress from 
the legislature by an act compelling the corporation of Dayton to pay, 
with part of the fees obtained from grog shop licenses, the damage caused 
by the mob, says: ‘I, for the sin of lodging him [ Dr. Birney |, had my 
house assailed, my windows broken, and my furniture and family be- 
spattered with rotten eggs, and my life threatened in case I should ever 
shelter him or any other Abolitionist lecturer.’ 

From this time the ferment increased. “In the face,” the Journal sa 
“of threats of violence and for the purpose of braving, as it were, by a 
shout of defiance those who had threatened personal ae to anyone 
who might attempt the delivery of another abolition lecture in town, an 
individual was invited here for that purpose.” The lecturer was the Rev. 
John Rankin, a Presbyterian minister. The meeting was held on Monday 
afternoon, February 13th, at the Union Church. The threats of the mob 
were carried out, and the lecturer was ege¢ed, foreed from the pulpit, and 
in addition to other indignities, received a severe blow, but escaped alive 
and remained for some days at the house of Dr. Jewett, intending as soon 
as able to attempt to speak again, 
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MEASURES PROPOSED FOR IMPROVING THE TOWN. eis 








Mr. IRankin was not sailiny: to trust “himsell in the house of an 
Abolitionist during the night of the mob, but apphed for protection to a 
gentleman of high character and much influence, who did not sympathize 
with the extreme views of either Abolitionists or pro-slavery men, but 
was opposed to mobs, and willing to give the lecturer a lodging and 
breakfast. During the mght the mob destroyed some houses occupied 
by negroes, and also the aan sash, stove, and Bible of the Union 
Church. The Journals account of these occurrences both denounces 
MVoOUMOnIsts and Condemns tae mop. It says: “lt is known to every 
reader of the Journal that we have never countenauced directly or 
indirectly the efforts of the Abolitionists. It is not our purpose to do 
so now. But we put it to every retlecting man in the community to say 
whether he can do otherwise than condemn these acts of violence. 
Shall the mob or the law be supreme?’ that is the question. If you say 
the law shall govern, stand by your declaratidn, and justify no violation 
of it. Look to the act and not to the object.” 

Now that the “irrepressible conflict” has been happily and forever 
settled, it is dificult to justly judge of the conduct of those who were 
in the midst of the heated controversy. From our standpoint the con- 
demnation of the mob by the Journal seems tame and inadequate. But 
it must be remembered that at that time many excellent people, who 
were sincerely opposed to slavery, felt that it was a State institution, for 
which they were not responsible éeind that the compromises of the Con- 
stitution ought to be observed. 

This year a daily mail from Washington to Cineinnati, through 
fifty-six hours, was established. 

The Montgomery Blues, Captain Hopkins commander, were organized 
in May. The musicians of ‘Dayton were invited to mect at the military 
hall, on Market Street, on the 16th of this month, for the purpose of 
formiine a band or *musie “for ‘the Giays “ands thes “asiwege i The 
invitation was signed E. F. Lupton, Jacob Boyer, Joseph Davidson, 
committee of Grays; David Carroll, Adam Speice, and H. Munn, com- 
mittee of Blues. 

Jn, the spring of this year the Dayton PInlharmonic Society was 
organized for the study of sacred music, with Stephen Fry as teacher and 
C. Ilayden secretary. They were in the habit of giving concerts in the 
churches, sometimes for the benefit of the poor. 

This was a period of financial difficulty throughout the United States, 
and therefore the Dayton Journal had reason to congratulate the citizens 
on the fact that the Dayton bank was the only bank in the country which 


redeemed its notes with specie. 
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The wild speculations which preceded and culminated in 1837 re- 
sulted in a complete prostration of business from which the country did 
not recover for many years. The failure of many banks and the suspen- 
sion of specie payments by the others, made money, and especially silver 
change, excessively searce. As a substitute for small coin, “shin plasters,” 
or promises to pay fifty, twenty-five, or ten cents on demand, printed on 
ordinary paper, were issued by merchants, grocers, and others. ‘Thomas 
Morrison, who was an extensive owner of real estate, which was a basis 
for credit, issued a large amount of these “shin plasters.” It was so easy 
and tempting to issue money which was current to be redeemed in the 
future, that it is not surprising that an amount was put out much beyond 
the original intention. When the time came for redemption the follow- 
ing advertisement in the Journal of June 26, 1838, shows the unpleasant 
position in which Mr. Morrison was placed: 


“‘ PUBLIC NOTICE—-SHIN PLASTERS IN DANGER. 

“ FeLLow-Cirizeys:—I am compelled to leave town to fulfill a contract 
that I have undertaken—-that is to build a mill at the falls of Greenville 
Creck, for G. W. Smith. [ leave Dayton at this time with regret, because 
the law prohibiting the circulation of small notes or shin plasters is soon 
to take effect, and I wish to satisfy my fellow-citizens that Iam not the 
man under any circumstances to take advantage of that law by which 
the State allows me to act the rascal. No, it is vain to try to induce 
me to do so. I intend to redeem every note I have put in circulation, 
and that as soon as I return, and will do it with pleasure and satisfaction. 
I desire my fellow-citizens and all who have confidence in my word of 
honor 





trust there are some who believe I will co as I say—not 
to ae to take them till my return, when every cent shall be paid 
with the addition of six per cent interest for every day the notes are left 
unredeemed, after the Ist of July. On my return I will give public 
notice, so that the holders of my notes aney eall. Tt has been an unprotit- 
able business, but it shall end honestly.’ 


In the end Mr. Morrison redeemed in full all the “shin plasters” he 
issued. Mr. Morrison came to Dayton at a: early day, and was for many 
years the leading contractor and builder of the town. His son, David 
H. Morrison, a skillful civil engineer, and founder of the Columbia 
Bridge Works, married Harriet, the daughter of Robert J. Skinner, the 
pioneer newspaper publisher and editor. Mary Morrison married Dr. M. 
Garst, and Maria, Daniel Garst. 

Charles Anderson delivered the Fourth of July oration this year; 
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Edward W. Davies read the Declaration of Independence; C. G. Swain 
read Washington’s address, and Rev. David Winters was chaplain. 

ihe Crmeimnati, Grays visited Dayton,on the 29th of August as the 
guests of the Montgomery County Blues and the Dayton Grays, arriving 
on the canal packet Clarion. The three companies had a grand parade 
aud a dinner at the Franklin, House.on Tuesday, the Cincinnati-Grays 
returning home by can: : en Wednesday. ‘This parade and -dinner were 
quite a notable event in the early history of the town, and much is made 
of it in the Journal. | 

A number of citizens assembled on the 16th of September at the 
court bouse for the purpose of establishing a zoological museum. <A 
committee, consisting, of John W.,Van Cleve, Dr. John Stcele, William 


Jennison, and Thomas Brown, was appointed.to ascertain whether a 


suitable room «ould be obtained and funds for paying for it secured. <A 
room was procured at the head of the basin, but the plage was unsuitable 
and not, attractive. 

Lhe idea of establishing a public museum would not have suggested 
itself to the citizens of Dayton at that early date, but. for the presence 
here, Of a, very Wateetinns naturalist, Mr. William Jeunison, who had 


been for a number of years engaged in such work in Germany, and being 


Ly, 
connected with foreign societies of naturalists, would be able to procure 
from abroad almost any specimens desired, merely by applying for them 
and paying the cost of transportation. 

Ile had a number of birds prepared by himself in the best manner 
and handsomely arranged in glass cases, and also hundreds of insects 
classified and arranged in scientific order, and affording by the variety of 
size and color a most beautiful sight, though “the poor fellows were 
impaled with pins.” All these he offered to place in a public museum 
and to devote part of his time to the work of increasing the collection. 

But the project was soon abandoned, and he removed his birds and 
butterihes to his residence, then a short distance out of town, but now on 
Linden Avenue, within the corporation, where he had a garden and green 
house, in which he raised fine flowers for saic. He was an object of 
curiosity to the people when he went out, net in hand, to collect butter- 
flies for his cabinet and natural history specimens to exchange with his 
learned friends across the Atlantic 

Mr. Jennison was an elegant and accomplished man, with the courtly 
manner of a gentleman of the old regime. Ite spoke Jénglish perfeetly, 
which was probably due to the fact that bis mother was an Mnelishwoman 
of rank, whom his father, Count Jennison, of Heidelberg, had married 
while minister from the kingdom of Wurtemberg to the Court of St. 
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James. Washington Irving, in a letter published in the seeond volume 
of his biography, gives an interesting account of a visit which he paid in 
1822 to Count Jennison and his amiable and agreeable family. He 
describes the Count as an elegant and rs and Inghly cultivated 
man, who spoke Huelsh as perfectly as an Englishman 

A mécting was held on the evening of the 18th of November, 1857, 
at the court house for the purpose of exciting an. interest ie the Mad 
xiver & Lake Hrie Railroad, incorporated in 1832, aiid organized, as 
already stated, in 1834. Simee the cleetion of officers of the company, 
nothing further bad been done. Jonathan Uarshman, Robert C. Schenck, 
and Peter Odlin took a prominent part in the meeting, and resolutions 
were passed urging the raising of stock and the speedy commencement of 
the read. The law affording State aid to railroads had recently been 
passed by the Ohio legislature. 

‘During 1857 there were seventeen millon, seven hundred and seven 
thousand, seven hundred and fifteen pounds of merchandise reecived 
Dayton by canal, and ten millon, seven hundred and eighty-seven thou- 
sand, six hundred and fifty pounds of produce were shipped from here; 
twenty-nine thousand, three hundred and fifty pounds of machinery made 
a part of the amount exported. Large quantities of machinery of 
excellent quality were manufactured here at this period. 

The era of turnpikes has now been reached, and as they were an 


important factor in the progress and prosperity of the town, a full account 


of them will be given. As early as March, 1817, the Cincinnati and 
Dayton Turnpike Company was formed, and in the summer of 1819 it 
was incorporated. Wilham C. Schenck, father of General R. C. Schenck, 
who was secretary of the company, announeed in the Watchman in June, 
1819, that subscription books would be epened on the second Monday in 
July at Steele & Peirce’s store, under the direction of H..G. Phillips and 
soe Peirce. It was the intention to make the road sixty feet wide, 
but the turnpike was not built. 

An act was passed on the 24th of March, 1836, by the legislature “ to 
authorize a.loan of credit by the State of Ohio to railroad companies, and 
to authorize subscriptions by the State to the eapital stock of turnpike, 
canal and slack water navigation companies.” Dayton was one of the 


first towns to avail itself of the provisions of the act guaranteeing the 


aid of the State to works of this d erctipiion, and before the repeal of the 
law in 1840 it had been the means of putting in the course of construc- 
tion five turnpikes, the aggregate length of the five roads being one 


hundred and forty miles, and other turnpikes were in contemplation. To 
the abundanee of gravel, which made the construction of turnpikes cheap 
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and easy, is due our excellent turnpikes leading in every direction to the 
neighboring towns. 

Three of the companies-—-the Day ton & Covington; Dayton, Centre- 
ville & Lebanon, and the Dayton & Springficld—had been incorporated in 
1838, but the contracts for building the roads were not let till after the 
passage of the law insuring State aid. 

In April, 1837, the subscription books of the Dayton, Centreville 
& Lebanon turnpike were opened at the law office of Peter Odlin and 
R. ©. Schenck. The other Dayton members of this company were 
Horace Pease, H. G. Phillips, Joseph Barnett, Thomas Brown, Thomas 
Dever andl i. oe 

In the fall of 1837 books for subscription to the stock of two turn- 
pike routes, proposing to connect Dayton with Cineinnatt, were opened. 
Mr. J. W. Van Cleve, beheving that a correct and satisfactory estimate of 
the expense of any work, for which stock subscriptions are solicited, is 
a most important item in securing the investment of money to effect the 
object, published the following characteristic proposal in the Dayton 
Journal on the 31st of October: ‘Iwill pay one hundredth part of the 
expense of making one mile of graveled road, commencing at the inl] near 
Seely’s, and measuring one mile towards Springfield; the road to be graded 
m.the first place and then graveled thirty feet wide in the same manner 
with our streets. I will perform the leveling also without charge, and if 
any citizens will subseribe for the making of a mile of similar road or 
any other roads leading from town, commencing at the outer boundary of 
the building lots, 1 will also perform the Jeveling without charge.” Mr. 
Van Cleve thought that the cost of making one mile of graveled road 
would not exceed two thousand, five hundred dollars, and that his 
plan, if carried into eftect, would at least show whether his judgment was 
correct and enable estimates of the cost of the contemplated roads to be 
made with much accuracy and in a most economical manner. The 
Journal does hot inform us whether Mr. Van Cleve’s ie ee was 
accepted, but we are told that when the contracts were let the cost per 
mile proved to be about four thousand dollars. 

The subscription books of the Dayton & Springfield Company were 
opened, January 19, 1888, and the contract made on the 12th of May. 
This turnpike, to induce pes through Dayton, was built in the same 
style as the ‘National road, es specially at its junction with the latter, and 
with similar bridges, stone culverts, toll gates, and mile stones. Com- 
fortable brick taverns were crected a few miles apart along the pike. It 
was a great disappointment to the people of Dayton that the National 


road did not pass through here. Strenuous eltorts were made to induce 
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congress to locate the road through D BiG! avd having failed, equally 
strenuous efforts were made to have the route el 


changed.” A meetins’ of 
eommel wae held), acewitich the “followine® resolution was “passed; 
“fresolved, That the mayor of this town forward to Joseph JT. Crane, 
isq., our representative in congress, whatever statistical information can 
be obtained with regard to the advantages possessed by this place, and 
other facts which it may be thought necessary to submit to the considera- 
tion of cong: ‘ess; to Induce them to order a change in the route of the 


National road, so that it may pass from Springfield through Dayton and 


Eaton to Richmond, ludiana.” But this effort to sectre the road also failed. 
The follows gentlemen constituted the board of directors of the 
Springhield Turnpike Company: Jonathan Harshman, Joseph Barnett, 
Jolin Kneisly, Charles Hagenbaugh, V. W ainek and Peter Aughinbaugh 
President, J. Harshman; treasurer, V. Winters; seerctary, J. Barnett. 

Subseription books for stock in the rated & Covington Company 
were opencd Mareh 50, 1888, and the contract was ve the next’ sifiimrer. 
The distance to be built was twenty-six miles, and the estimated cos 
minety-three thousand dollars. It was. proposed in June, 1839, to - 
twenty miles under contract immediately at an estimate of seventy-three 
thousaud dollars, to be raised by individual subseriptions with the 
addition of the aid from the State. Five thousand dollars additional 
subseriptions from citizens were all that were now needed to insure the 
mnmediate commencement and final completion of the road. The follow- 
ine gentlemen were elected’ directors of the ‘company:* N. Hart, Abram 
Waret, Georve Burner, John Sikes; William’ Sheets. "D. W Thayer, Seth 
Riley, 2AU Minwich, DZ) Poirees""N' Hart ‘was president of the * board; 
Abram Darst, treasurer; David Z. Peirec, secretary. 

The Great Miami Turnpike Company was chartered in March, 1887, 
and commenced in the summer of 1838. 

The Dayton & Western’ Pike Company was organized in May, 1839, 
and the contracts were let on the 8th of July. 

Ou the 6th of Aucust, 1839, ten miles of the Dayton & Greenville 
turnpike were let at an average of three thousand two hundred dollars 
per’ mile, which was’a lower price than the cost of any pike in this 
neighborhood. The Journal announces August 6, 1839, that the Dayton 
& Springlicld pike is nearly finished. 

In 1839 Mr. Samuel Rothe de the earnest solicitation of the directors, 
consented to take charge of the turnpikes as engineer and general super- 
intendent. The roads placed ander lis supervision were the Dayton & 
Lebanon, Dayton & Springfield, and the Great Miami turnpikes. The 
Ohio legislature, for partisan reasons, had just excluded Mr. Forrer from 
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MEASURES PROPOSED FOR IMPROVING THE TOWN. io 


the il ein thus depriving the State of a faithful and competent 
ofieer.. But ’as Dayton “could” now secure the constant aid of his “in- 
valuable talents and experience’ in the various. public improvements 
in whieh the citizens were interested, and which,-although of a local 
character, deeply concerned a large proportion of the people, there were 
some among us, the Journal says, selfish cnough not to regret the change 

The Shakertown pike was chartered in March, 1841. The pike eu 
Dayton to Troy was built im 1842). "The Valley pike was built in 1843; 
Dayton & Germantown in 1847; ee Creek in 1849; Dayton & Xenia, 
1849; Dayton & Wilmington, 1849; Salem, 1850; Brandt, 1850. 

For some years the county commissioners have had the supervision 
of the turnpikes. The toll gates, which used to be encountered at every 
few miles along the road, have been abolished by a law, permitting the 
purchase a the pikes by the county from the companiés. — ~ 

Samuel Forrer was reappointed in the ee oe of 1837 by the board of 
public Brick principal engineer on the lines of the Wabash and Erie and 
Miami canals. This appointment, as the proper administration of the- 
canal involved the prosperity of Dayton, was a matter of rejoicing here. 
A number of Dayton young men went out with Mr. Forrer to learn civil 
engineering. .THowe’s “ Historical’ Collections of! Ohio” contains, ‘in ‘the 
chapter on “Pioneer Mneineers of Ohio,” by Colonel Charles Whittlesey, 
the Clonue interesting biographical sketch of Mr. Forrer: 

‘No engineer in Ohio spent as many years in the service of the State 
as did Mr. Forrer. He came from Pennsylvania in 1818, and in 1819 was 
deputy surveyor of Hamilton County, Ohio. In 1820’ Mr. Wilham Steele, 
a very enterprising citizen of Cincinnati, Ohio, employed. Mr. Forrer at 
his own expense to ascertain the elevation of the Sandusky and Scioto 
summit above Lake Erie. “Tlis report. was sent to’ the’ lecisiature “by 
Governor Brown. This was the favorite route [for the Erie canal], the 
shortest, lowest summit, and passed through a very rich country. 

he oveau question was a supply of water. It i ae been 
located, and in fact was in part, when in the fall and summer of 1823 it 
was found by Judge D. Bates to bé wholly inadequate. Of Pee thee 
engineers and assistants eight died of local diseases within six years. Mr. 
Forrer was the only one able to keep the field permanently and use: the 
instruments in 1823 

“When Judge Bates needed their only level, Mr. Forrer invented and 
constructed one that would uow be a curiosity among engineers. He 
named it the Pioneer. It was in the form of a round bar of wrought 
ALOMO Watley ClOss Ike a Capi Low ie top or ative Teter Was’ aint bet 


welded at right angles, to which a telescope was made fast by solder, on 
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which was aspirit level. There was a projection drawn out from the cross- 
bar at right angles to it, which rested upon a circular plate of the tripod. 
By means of thumb-screws and reversals, the round bar acting as a 
pendulum, a rude horizoutal plane was obtained which was of value at 
short range. ) 

“Mr. Forrer was not quite medium height, but well formed and very 
active. Hie was a pleasant and cheerful companion. Judge Bates and 
the canal commissioners relied me his skill under their instructions to 
test the water question in 1823. We ran a line for a feeder from. the 
Sandusky summit westerly ani north’ of the + water shed,” talking” up 
the waters of the Auglaize and heads of the Miami. Even with this 
addition the supply was inadequate. Until his death in 1874 he was 
nearly all the time in the employ of the State as engineer, canal conimis- 
sioner, or member of the board of public works. He was not only 
shpallay: but scrupulously honest and industrious. is life-long friends 
regarded his death as a personal loss greater than that of a faithful public 
officer. Ile was too unobstrusive to make personal enemies, not neglect- 
ing lis duties, as a citizen zealous but just. Ie died at Dayton, Ohio, at 
ten A. M., March 25, 1874, from the exhaustion of his physical powers, 
without pain: Like his: life he° passed away ih peace, at the age of 
eighty, his mind clear and conscious of the approaching end.” 

In the winter of 1838 the experiment was tried of having market on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons and in the early morning on 
the other three days. But the people soon returned to what Curwen calls 
“our midnight markets,” the bell ringing at four o’clock in the depth of 
winter, and the people hurrying at the first tap to the market house, as a 
short delay would deprive them“ of their favorite cut of meat or first 
choice of vegetables and force them to fill their baskets with rejected 
articles. As in New’ York two hundred years ago, “such was the ‘strife 
among the thrifty townsfolk to be on hand at the opening of the market, 
and thereby get the pick of the goods that long before noon the bulk 
the business was done.” ‘This custom of market before daybreak, in spite 
of its discomfort, continued for many years. 3 

This year the Third Street Bridge Company, of which Jacob D. Lowe 


Was president, and Peter Aughinbaugh, HW. Van Tuyl, I. Wanderlich, and 


Valentine Winters were directors, was formed. 


The Montgomery County Agricultural Society was organized on the 


L1th of September, 1838. Colonel Henry Protzman was elected president, 


and Charles Anderson secretary. 


In spite of the hard times Dayton was very prosperous in 1838. The 


Jourral cuumerates the following improvements which were made that 
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year: Council expended about six thousand dollars in lmproving and 
beautifying the town. The streets and pavements were graveled, gut- 
tered, and macadamized for the first time, thongh the work’ had been 
begun three years before. Eighty-nine buildings, fifty-six of brick and 
thirty-three of frame, were erected, and more would We been put up if 
it had been possible to obtain sufficient brick and timber. The principal 
buildings erected were two brick district school houses, the first that were 
built in Dayton, and the Third Street Presbyterian Church. “This was 
also of brick seventy-two by fifty-two feet in size, “of approved architec- 
tural beauty,’ and cost fifteen thousand dollars. The dwellings in town 
were all oceupied to their fullest capacity, and there were none for rent 
or for sale. 7 

A great queen occurred in the summer of 1838, which almost 
prevented milling, yet the flour shipped by canal from Dayton this year 
nearly doubled the amount shipped in 1837. 

The tolis for 1858 show an increase of eight thousand dollars over 
1837. There were eight thousand, nine hundred and three passengers by 
eanal during 1888, and merchandise to the amount of twelve million, 
eight hundred and eight thousand and seventy pounds was received. The 
amount of tolls paid was twenty-seven thousand, five hundred and ninety 
dollars and seventy-nine cents. Yet the canal was closed by ice or for 
repairs during over five months this year. The population of Dayton in 
1838 was eight thousand. ) 

The most valuable improvement made this year was the Cooper 
hydraulic, constructed by Edward W. Davies and Alexander Grimes, 
agents of, Mrs. lu.C. Cooper. “Tt is an enterprise, said the Journal, “for 
the projection and completion of which all who have the prosperity of 
Dayton at heart will cheerfully accord to the gentlemen above named due 
eredit for their public spirit.” 

In 1838 Edwin Smith and Peter P. Lowe, both Democrats, represented 
Montgomery County in the legislature. : 

On the 30th of December, 1838, the carpenter shop of D. A. Ware- 
ham, on St. Clair Street, with all its contents, and the livery stable of 
Kiefe & Ainsworth, were burned and other buildings considerably dam- 
aged. “All the fire companies; were on the ecround early with their 
apparatus,” says the Journal, whose account we quote, as it mentions all 
the engines. “The Enterprise came first, and while supplied with water 
was very efficient. The Independence and Safety were stationed at the 
basin and threw water on the fire through their five hundred fect of hose. 
Lhe Safety, however, was not in order, and-could not be made to operate 


till the fie was checked and the neighboring buildings out of danger. 
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But the Independence being in the est possible trim had water upon the 

fire alnnost as soon as her hose was laid, and continued in active operation 
till the fire was extinguished and the companies exhausted by hard work, 
it being impossible, with ali the efforts of the fire wardens, to entice men 
enough from confortable quarters near the fire, where they could see the 
fun and keep their toes warm, to relieve the worn-out firemen at the brakes 
of the engines... . 

March 12, 1859, Dayton Township was, divided: by the legislature 
into two, election precincts, the first precinct, voting at the court hotse, 
and the second at Houk’s tavern, on Market Street. The first precinet 
comprised all the territory north of the Haton road, Tbird Street, and 
the Springfield pike; and the second precinct all south of the boundary 
lie.or the ist. 

An anti-slavery society, with forty members, was organized in 
Dayton in March, 1839. Luther Bruen was elected president, Paul R. 
Wambaugh vice-president, James JCtnapp treasurer, and James A. Shedd 
Secretary of the, society. ..side by side.in the) Journal with the account 
of the organization of the Abolition, society appears an advertisement, 
offering a reward of four bundred dollars for the return of a runaway 
Jkentucky slave, supposed to be in this neighborhood. The advertisement 
is headed with one of those intensely black httle vignettes, representing 
a bare-headed colored man, with a bundle hung on a stick, and negro 
quarters in the back ground, making all speed for the North, which so 
often at this date appeared in the Dayton newspapers. The poor fellow 
is described as “likely and pleasant when spoken to, and easily alarmed,” 
and calling himself Washington, though that was not his real name. 

ihis year John W. Van Cleve prepared a map of Dayton, from a 
survey made by himself, which he had Hthographed in Philadelphia, and 
sold, according to the oe of mounting, at a dollar or five dollars each. 

In 1839 the Dayton Silk Company was incorporated with a capital 
of one hundred thousand dollars. The company advertised that they had 
on hand one hundred and fifty thousand cegs for gratuitous distribution 
to all who would sell to them Eee cocoons raised from the eggs. They 
published fiftcen thousand copies of a circular, giving all requisite in- 
formation on the subject of silk nee which were-freely distributed. 
It was proposed to introduce the cultivation of the variety of white 
mglborry «known. as, dMorus , Mliicaulis.,, Lic, leawes. of the dforus 
Mutticaulis, unlike those of the other variety, could be used the first 
year in the rearing of silk worms. Jfarmers were advised to turn their 
ittention to this valuable crop, and many of them did so, and the raising 


Gl een ks worms became the fashion, The trees sold in the Kast tor from 
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seventy-five cents to one dollar and fifty cents a piece, and the demand 
for them was increasing. The people were assured that one acre lad 
been known to produce as high as seventy-five pounds of silk the first 
‘ear from the cuttings, and it was believed that fifty pounds could be 
produced the first year without injury to the trees. This silk company, 
hke the former one, proved a failure. 

The first Montgomery County Agricultural Pair was held in Dayton 
ab Swaymie’s hotel, atthe headof the basin, October 17 and 18; 1839. At 
eleven in the morning on the 17th a precession of about three hundred 
persons interested in the society marched, headed by a band of music, 
through the principal streets to the hotel, where the anniversary address 
was delivered by D. A. Haynes. The display of horses, cattle, and farm 


& 


products was fine. The Committee on Silk-—Dauiel Roe, C. 8. Bryant, 


John Edgar, Peter Aughinbaugh, Charles G. Swain, W. B. Stone, and 
hk. N. Comly—awarded a premium, a silver cup worth ten dollars, for the 
greatest amount of silk produced from the smallest number of AWulticautis 
leaves. Other valuable premiums were awarded by the society, but the 
eup was offered by members of the Silk Company. 

The mention of the Morus Multicuulis tree recalls to memory one of 
those strange manias that occasionally sweep over the country. The tree 
had recently been introduced from China, was of rapid growth and 


‘fumished abundant food tor silk worms: [t-was believed that: theiculti- 


vation of this tree and the use of its leaves to feed silk worms, would 
make the United States the great silk-producing country of the world. 
The most extravagant price was paid for young trees and thousands of 
acres planted. Waide-spread ruin was the result, and hundreds of persons 
lost their all in this wild speculation. 

Swaynie’s Hotel, where the first Montgomery County Agricultural 
Hair was held, was finished in April, 1889. It was considered a first-class 
house and regarded with pride by the people otf Dayton. All the carpets 
in the hotel were manufactured by the Dayton Carpet Company, and 
were of such superior texture, designs and colors, that guests of the’ 
house could with difhculty be convinced that they were made west of 
the Alleghany mountains. The Dayton earpets were sold in the stores 
at Cincinnati and other western towns as imported carpets, and pur- 
chasers did not discover the deception. 

Kadwin Smith was reelected to the legislature in 1839, 

A. fire occurred here in December, 1859, which resulted in great loss 
on account of the excitement and unruly conduct of the crowd, though 
the Independence Engine arrived in the nick of time, and saved the 


building. We quote the Journal’s report, as it gives a good idea of an 
13 : 
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old-time fire, when more damage was often caused by the oflicious crowd 
and the water than by the flames: “ While the work of preservation was 
li progress outside, some destructives were enacting very different scenes 
within the building. In their eagerness to save the owners from loss 
by fire, they wrenched the doors from the hinges, pulled the manties from 
their places, shattered the windows and broke the sash, and all to save 
property from destruction by fire. It will cost the owner of the property 
more money to repair damages inside his premises than to replace all 


5 


that was destroyed by the fire.’ The Journal complains that very few 
of the white wands of the fire guards were to be seen on this occasion, 
and attributes the confusion partly to their absence. 

In the next Journal appeared the following card from the officers of 
the various fire companies, appealing to their fellow-citizens for aid in 
protecting firemen from unealled-for interruption at fires: “ Hach com- 
pany claims for itself the right to contro! its engine, hose, and pipe, and 
any interference by an individual not a,member of the association is 
calculated to create useless altercation aud to retard the effective operation 
of the firemen. ‘The brakes of our engines are always free to these who 


‘desire. to render .eftective aid... Adi we :aslx: is. that those. who are: not 


connected with the fire department would either remain at a distance or 
work at the engines, beheving as we do, that the confusion created at 
fires is occasioned by those who are uot connected with the engines. ¥. 
W. Davies, president Second Engine Company; E. Favorite, vice-presi- 
dent; V. Winters, foreman Safety Isngine and Hose Company; Frederic 
Boyer, assistant; JE. Carroll hoe, president Enterprise Company.” 

At this time great pride was felt in the fire department, and the most 
prominent citizens of Dayton were members of the companies. It was a 
ereat advance on all that had preceded it, but it was defective as all 
volunteer organizations necessarily are. With the splendidly equipped 
and perfeetly ordered paid department of the present time, the interfer- 
ence of citizens complained of in 1839 never oceurs. : | 

The number of buildings erected in Dayton in 1839, as counted by 
Thomas Morrison, was one’ hundred—sixty-four of brick, thirty-six of 
wood, and twenty-six intended for business houses. A new First Pres- 
byterian church took the place of the old one built in 1817 on the corner 
of Second and Ludlow streets. It was fifty by eighty feet in size, of 
the “Grecian lonic order of architecture: and considered very hand- 
some.” It cost seventeen thousand dollars. A Baptist church was also 
built on the corner of Fourth and Ludiow streets, forty by sixty feet in 
size and seventy-five fect in height. The front “presented a& very neat 


speciinen of ‘the Grecian Dorie architecture.” The cost of the whole, 
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colette the lot, was six ‘ian sb dollars. A number of improvements 
were made along the hydraulic. Mr. Thomas Brown, after particular 
inquiry, made at the request.of the Journal, reported that tour million, 
five hundred thousand bricks were made in Dayton durivg 1839. The 
number on hand he computed at. five hundred thousand, which gave four 
millions as the number of bricks aid during the year. 

Dayton was increasing rapidly.in population, and a watchman at 
night and bars and bolts in the day time began for the first time to be 
considered a necessity in the residence part of the town. The Journal 
complains that the march of improvement had not been made without 
still another attendant evil, and that while the citizens boasted of their 
turnpike roads, graveled streets, fine stores, and splendid churches, in 
getting these they had also got that small vampire, the mosquito. They 
appeared for the first time in the history of the town in small numbers 
when the canal was opened, and were supposed to have come on the 
canal from below, but they gradually inercased till they murdered sleep 
throughout the corporation and became a great pest. 

The vocal and instrumental musical societies, under the direction of 
LL. Huesman, gave a series of concerts in the churches during the winter 
of 1840, which were very popular. : 

In February the prospectus of the Log Cabin newspaper published in 
Dayton by Rh. N. 1c W. EF. Comly, appeared. The: Log: Cabin was’ con- 
tinned during the Harrison campaign, and after enough subscribers were 
obtained to pay expenses, was gratuitously distributed as a mie 
document. A large picture of a log cabin with a barrel of hard cider at 
the door, occupied the first page of the paper. The illustrations were 
drawn and engraved by John W. Van Cleve. The price of the paper was 
fifty eents for thirteen numbers. Two files of the Log Cabin, which 
attained a national reputation, are on the shelves of the Dayton Publ 
Library. . . 

This year David Lamme, a Whig, represented the county in the 
legislature. 

Peter Odlin was the Fourth of July orator in 1840, and the Declara- 
tion of Independence, “prefaced by some happy remarks,” was read by 
John G. Lowe. The exercises were held at the Third Street Presbyterian 
Chureh. veThe: Dayton: Grays ‘and the Washington Artillery, a» new 
military company, paraded. 

On the 15th of December the Messrs. Comly began to issue the Jour- 
nal asa daily paper. This was the first daily paper published here. The 
subscription was six dollars per year. The project was soon abandoned: 
and a tri-weekly issued. A daily paper was not again attempted till 1847. 
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The journey to Cineinnati, which used in the days of mud, roads to be 
aserious undertaking 


oO?) 


“Tndian bow-spring coach,’ which was superior to all other sorts in use, a 


was 1n 1840, over an excellent turnpike and in an 


short and pleasant trip. A guard accompanied each coach and the drivers 
were well behaved and understood their business. There were two daily 
lives; “owned by J. & PP) Voorhees.” One’ 'left'at etoht' o’eloek’” in’ the 
morning and the other at might, immediately after the arrival of the 
eastern mail. 7 

The population of Dayton in 1840 was six thousand and sixty-seven. 

Never in the history of the Northwest has there been a more exciting 
presidential campaign than that which preceded the election of General 
Wiel Harrison! and nowhere’ “wae the’ enthusiasm ‘for*'the” hero. of 
Tippecanoe greater than in Dayton. A remarkable Harrison convention 
was held heré on the date of Perry’s victory on Lake Erie, and tradition 
has preserved such extravagant accounts of the number present, the 
beauty of the emblems and decorations displayed, and the hospitality of 


the citizens and neighboring farmers that the following prophecy with 


oO 
g 
which the Journal began its account of the eelebration may almost be 
said to have been literally fulfilled: “Memorable and ever to be remem- 
bered as is the ca tei triumph achieved by the immortal Perry on the 
10th of September, 1813, scarcely less conspicuous on the page of history 
will stand the noble commemoration of the event which has just passed 
before us.” 

Innumerable flags and Tippecanoe banners were stretched across the 
streets from roofs of stores and factories, or floated from private residences 
and from poles and trees. People began to arrive several days before the 
convention, and on the 9th crowds of carriages, wagons, and horsemen 
streamed into town. About six o'clock the Cincinnati delegation came in 
by the Centreville road. They were escorted from the edge of town by 
the Dayton Grays, Butler Guards, Dayton military band, and a number 
of citizens in carriages and on horseback. The procession of delegates 
was headed by eleven stage coaches in line with banners and music, 
followed by a long line of wagons and carriages. Each coach was 
enthusiastically cheered as it passed the crowds which thronged the 
streets, and the cheers were responded to by the eceupants of the coaches. 
Twelve canal-boats full of men arrived on the 10th, and every road which 
led to town poured in its thousands early in the morning. 

~General Uarrison came as far as Jonathan Tlarshman’s, five miles 
from town, on the Uth and passed the night there. Early in the morning 
his escort, which had been encamped at Fairview, marched to Mr. Iarsh- 
man’s and halted there till seven o’eclock, when it got in motion under 
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command of Joseph Barnett, of Dayton, and other marsh i“ fy ‘om ae 
County. The line of march extended five miles. 

A. procession from town, under direction of Chartes Anderson, chic 
marshal, met the general and his escort at the junction of the ‘Troy and 
Springfield roads. The battahon of militia, commanded by Captain 
Bomberger, of the Dayton Grays, and Some TINE of the..Grays and 
Washington Artillery, of Dayton; the Citizens’ Guards from Cincinnati; 
Butler Guards, of Henican, and Piqua fe es were formed in a 
hollow square, and General [farrison, mounted on a shite horse, his staff, 
and Governor Metcalf and staff, of Ientucky, were: placed in the center. 
“very foot of the road between town and the place where General 
Harrison was to meet the Dayton escort, was hterally choked up with 
people.” 

The immense procession, carrying banners and flags, and accompanied 
by canoes; log cabins. furnished in pioneer style, and trappers’ lodges all 
on wheels, and filled with men, girls, and boys, the latter dressed in 
hunting shirts and blue caps, made a magnificent display. One of the 
wagons contained a live wolf enveloped in a sheep skin, representing the 
“hypocritical professions” of the opponents of the Whigs. All sorts of 
designs were carried by the delegations. One of the most striking was 
an immense ball, representing the Harrison States, which was rolled 
through the streets. The length of the procession was about two iniles. 
Carriages were usually three abreast, and there were more than one 
thousand in line. op 4 

The day was bright and beautiful, and the wildest enthusiasm swayed 
the mighty mass of people who formed the most imposing ashe of ‘«this 
grandest spectacle of time,” as Colonel Todd, an eye-witness, termed the 
procession. The following description of the scene, quoted by Curwen 
from a contemporary newspaper, partakes of the excitemen ( and extray- 
agance of the occasion: “The huzzas from gray-headed patriots, as the 
banners borne in the procession passed their dwellings, or the balconies 
where they had stationed themselves; the smiles and blessings, and 
waving kerchiefs, of the thousands of fair women who filled the front 
windows of every house; the loud and heartfelt acknow ledgments of 
their marked courtesy and generous hospitality by the different delega- 
tions, sometimes rising the same instant from the whole line; the glimpses 
at every turn of the eye of the fluttering folds of some one or. more of 
the six hundred and forty-four flags which displayed their glorious stars 
and stripes from the tops of the principal houses of every street, the 
soul-stirring music, the smiling heavens, the ever-gleaming Patios 
the emblems and mottoes, added to the intensity of the excitement. 
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Every eminenee, housetop, and window, was thronged with eager 


spectators, whose acclamations seemed to rend the heavens. Second 
Street at that time led through a prairie, and the bystanders, by a 
metaphor, the sublimity of which few but westeners can appreciate, 
likened the excitement around them to a mighty sea of fire sweeping 


i 


over ifs surface, ‘gathering, and heaving, and rolling upwards, and yet 


g, 
higher, till its flames licked the stars and fired the whole heavens.’ ” 
nes marching through shes principal streets, the procession was 
disbanded by General Harrison, at the National Hotel, on Third Street. 
At one o'clock the procession was reformed and moved to the stand 
erected for the speeches “upon a spacious plain” cast of Front Street 
and north of Third. Mr. Samuel Forrer, an experienced civil engineer, 
made an estimate of the space occupied by this meeting and of the 
number present at it. He says: “An exact measurement of the lines 


7 


gave for one side of the square (oblong) one hundred and thirty yards 
and the other one hundred and fif 


fty yards, including an area of nineteen 
thousand five hundred square yards, which, multiphed by four, would 
give seventy-cight thousand. Let no one who was present be startled at 
this result or reject this estimate till he compares the data assumed with 
the facts presented to his own view while on the ground. It is easy for 
anyone to satisfy himself that six, or even a greater number of indi- 
viduals, may stand on a square yard of ground. Four is the number 
assumed in the present instance; the area measured is less than four and 
one half acres. Every farmer who noticed the ground could readily 
perceive that a much larger space was covered with people, though not 
so closely as that: portion measured. All will admit that an oblong 


square of one hundred and thirty yards by one hundred and fifty did 


not at any time during the first hour include near all that were on the 
east side of the canal. The tite of observation was the commencement 
of General Harrison’s speech. Before making this particular estimate 
I had made one by comparing this assemblage with my recollection of 
the 25th of February convention at Columbus, and eame to the conelusion 
that it was at least four times as great as that.” Two other competent. 
engineers measured the ground and the lowest estimate of the number 
of people at the mecting was seventy-eight thousand, and as thousands 
were still in town it was estimated that as many as one hundred thou- 
sand were here on the 10th of September. 

Places of entertainment were assigned delegates by the committee 
appointed for that purpose, but it was also announced in the Journal 
that no one need hesitate “to enter any house for dinner, where he may 
see a flag flying. Every Whig’s latch string will be out,and’the flag will 
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signify as much to all who are a hungry or athirst.” A pn 
where dinner was furnished, as at the private houses without charge, 
was also announced as follows by the Journal: “ We wish to give our 
visitors log cabin fare and plenty of it, and we want our friends in the 
country to help us.’ A committee was appointed to take charge of the 
baskets of the farmers, who responded hberally to this appeal. 

In early times when hotel and boarding house accommodations in 
Dayton were very limited, it was the custom, whenever there was a 
political or religious convention or any other large public meeting here, 
for the citizens to freely entertain the delegates at their homes. When 
the mecting was of a religious character, the different denominations 
assisted each other in entertaining the guests. On such occasions the 
hot dinner, which was served if possible, was ae lemented by large 
quantities of roast and boiled meat, poultry, cakes, pies, and bread that 
had been prepared beforehand. 

All the houses in Dayton occupied by Whigs were crowded to their 
fullest capacity ae the Harrison convention and again at the Clay 
convention in 1842. One family, according to a letter from its mistress 
written at the time, entertained three hundred persons at dinner one day 
in 1842 and the same night lodged nearly one Sun guests. The 
writer states that the houses of all her friends and relatives were as 
crowded as her own, and says that this lavish eae was a repetition 
of what occurred in 1840. The letter contains an interesting description 
of a morning reception for ladies in 1842 at the residence of Mr. J. D. 
Philips, where Mr. Clay was staying. A crowd of women of all ranks 
and conditions, some in silk and some in calico, were present. Mr. Clay 
shook hands with them all, afterwards making a complimentary little 
speech, saying among other graceful things that the soft touch of the 
ladies had healed his fingers bruised by the rough grasp of the men, 
whom he had received the day before : 

Among other interesting occurrences during the Harrison convention 
was the presentation, on the 9th of September, of a beautiful banner to 
the Tippecanoe Club of the town by the married ladies of Dayton. The 
banner was accompanied by an eloquent address written for the occasion 
by Mrs. D. KX. Este, and was presented in the name of the ladies to the 
club, who were drawn up in front of the residence of Mr. J. D. 
Phillips, by Judge J. HW. Crane. It was decorated on one side with an 
embroidered wreath, with a view of General Hfarrison’s house in the 
center, and on the other side with a painting of Perry’s victory on Lake 
Krie, executed by Charles Soule, “with the skill and taste for which he 
is so distinguished.” 
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On the 11th of September the young ladies of Dayton presented a 
banner, “wrought by their own fair hands,” to General Harrison. Daniel 
A. Ilaynes made the presentation speech. 

The convention was addressed by many noted men. General Harri- 
son was a forcible speaker, and his voice, while not sonorous, was clear 
and penetrating and reached the utmost limits of the immense crowd. 
Governor Metcalfe, of Kentucky, was a favorite with the people. A stone 
mason in early lite, he was called “stone hammer” to indieate the crush- 
ing blows inflicted by his logic and his sarcasm. The inimitable Thomas 
Corwin held his audience spell bound with his eloquence and humor, and 
kh. C. Schenck added greatly to his reputation by his incisive and witty 
speeches. RK. C: Schenck, J. H. Crane, and R.S. Hart were the Dayton 
speakers at the convention. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Municipal Histery—Beginning of Corporate History—Origiual Boundaries of the Town Site 
—Difficuities Connected with Securing Tithes—First Town Vlection—--Boundaries of the 
Settlement—Select Council in 1816 and Other Years--Boundaries of Wards—Addition to 
Market-house—City Officers from 1530 to 1850-—Officers’ Salaries—Boundary Lines De- 


fined—Polling Places Established in 1844—Cholera in 1849—-OfGe ers from 1850 to 1889— ; 


The Fire Department—Board of Health—City Police--Dayton Police Bsnevolent Asso- 
clation— Water Works, 


rN 1805, the-corporate history of Dayton began. The first act of the 
| legislature investing the young settlement with corporate powers was 
passed’ Webruary 12th, of bale year. This charter was amended in 1814, 
and again in 1829. The town was named in honor of Lon. Jonathan 
Dayton, LL. D., of New Jersey, a Revolutionary soldier, a delegate to 
the sotetaai laa al Convention, and a member of Congress, who was one 
of the four original owners of the town site. At that time, separated by 
only half the life of a generation from the stirring scenes of the Revolu- 
tion, it was natural to find soldiers foremost in all large enterprises upon 
the fronticr. Still it is worthy of remark that of the four original owners, 
two had been commanders-in-chief of the armies of the United Statcs— 
General St. Clair in 1791 and General Wilkinson in 1796, while General 
Brown, one of the first settlers, who hved in 1797 and 1798 in a los cabin 
on the SHAN ob corner of Jefferson and Water streets, attained the same 
distinguished position in 1821, and held it until bis death in 1828. He 
entered the army from civil life when the War of 1812 broke out, and 
served with great credit. For distinguished bravery on the battle fields 
of Chippewa and Niagara Falls, and at the siege of Fort Hrie, he was 
voted the thanks of Congress and a gold medal. At the close of the war 
he was continued in commission as a major-general of the regular army, 
until his promotion to the chief command. Three of the principal streets, 
in compliment to Colonel Ludlow, General St. Clair, and General Wilkin- 
son, have always retained their names. 

The town site was bounded on the north by the Miami River, on the 
south by South or Sixth Street, on the east by Mill Street, and on the west 
by Wilkinson Street. The plat of the village at this ales contemplated a 
public square at the intersection of Main and Third streets, in the center 
of which the courthouse was to be located; but this arrangement: was 
changed by plats subsequently made. In the interval between the mak- 
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ne of ane bh it “ea i Piha aut inshhen sdb yivedies if was seriously proposed, in 
consequence of the ereat flood in oe 1805, to abandon the improve- 
ments already made and locate the village en the high ground of what is 
now Kast Third Street and east of High Street. But our pioneer fathers 
elung to the water sourses, “the natural highways.” They knew how 
convenient they were at times, and they were not to be driven from the 
river banks even by destructive floods. 

The difficulties connected with securing titles to the lands bave been 
set forth in other pages. Daniel C. Cooper, by preémption, by legisia- 
tion, and by the consent of the community, became proprictor of the 
town site, and the original settlers or their representatives received their 
letters through him. In the adjustment of their difficulties as to titles, a 
new plat was made by D. C. Cooper and Israel Ludlow April 26, 1802, 
and on the 27th it was sent to Cincinnati and recorded 1n the records of 


Hamilton County. In 1804, D. C. Cooper made a large plat, but it was 
not recorded until November, 1808. 

It was three or four years after this before the individual difficulties 
of title were all adjusted, and after this had been done, in 1809, Mr. 
Cooper made a revised plat to conform to deeds and patents of citizens, 
as then fixed, and this has remained the plat of the toa Unfortunately 
the records of the city from 1806 until 1829 have been lost, and with them 
much valuable information concerning the early history of Dayton. By 
the act of incorporation, a town marshal, collector, supervisor, and seven 
trustees were to be elected annually by the frecholders who could claim 
six months’ residence. The trustees were to elect a president and re- 
corder from among themselves, and a treasurer, who was not required to 
be a trustee. cay 

On the first Monday of May, 1805, the first town election was held 
The seven trustees elected comprised the select council of the town of 
Dayton, and their president was in effect mayor. In 1810, the population 
was but 383, and Cincinnati contained but 2,320. A paving ordinance at 
this date shows that the boundaries of the settlement were the river on 
the north from Main to Mill streets, Third Street on the south from 
Ludlow to St. Clair. The most closely-settled street seems to have been 
Main Strect, from the river to Third Street. On July 4, 1814, the first 
market house was opened to the public. A frame building oceupied the 


center of Second Street, for a distance of one hundred feet, between Maiu 


and Jefferson streets, which was, for many years after the building was 
torn down, in 1830, called Old Market Strect. Market was held here on 
sach Wednesday and Saturday, from 4 4. mM. to 10 a. M. The ordinance to 


regulate the market prohibited retailing country produce, fresh meat, and 
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vegetables within the town limits except on market days, but fresh meat 
and fish might be sold every day before eight o ‘clock in thie morning. 

In 1816, D. C. Cooper was elected president of the select council; 
Joseph Peirce, recorder, and Aaron Baker, HW. G. Phillips, Ralph. Wilson, 
O85 -Conmonand Georse Grove, trustees. .1In1820, 11..6., Phillips was 
elected president of the select council; George S. ITouston, recorder, and- 
Aaron Baker, Luther Bruen, David Henderson, William Huffman, and 
Dr. John Steele, trustees. In 1821, Matthew Patton was president of the’ 
council, and George 8. Houston, recorder. In 1825, John Compton vas 
president, and Joseph H. Conover, recorder. In 1824, John Compton 
was president, and John W..Van .Cleye, recorder. In, 1825, Simeon 
Broadwell was president, and Warren Munger, recorder. In 1826, Elisha 
Brabham was) president, and Ro J. Skinner, recorder. In. 1827, Dr. Jobn 
Steele was president, and R. J. Skinner, recorder. In 1828, Dr. Joln 
Dteele amas president, and John W. Van Cleve, recorder. 

In 1829, certain amendments were made to the charter, especially in 
restricting the suffrage to those who had been residents one year in the 
town, and in the power conferred on the council to regulate, license, or 
suspend the sale of liquor. . The first election under the amended charter 
was held March 6th of. that year, and John Folkerth was elected mayor; 
David Winters, recorder, and Nathame! Wilson, James Tlaight, John 
Rench, Luther Bruen, and William Atkins, trustees. On the 24th of 
November, 1829, the council passed an ordinance separating the town into 
vards with the ee boundaries: 

First Warp—Bounded on the north by the Miann and Mad rivers; 
on the south by Second Street; on the west by Jefferson Street, and on 
the east by the corporation hne. 
 Seconp Warnp—Bounded on the north by the Miami Riv er; on the 
south by Second Street; on the east by Jefferson Street, and on “a west 
by the Miami River. 

Tuirp Warp—Bounded on the north by Second Street; on the south 
by the south hne of Market Street, and a continuance of that line due 
west to the river; east by Jeflerson Street, and west by the river. 

Fourtn Warp—Bounded on the north by a line running due east 
from the river to the south line of Market Strect and along that line to 
Jefferson Street; thence north to Third Street, and along Third Street 
to the corporation line; on the south by Fifth Street, and on the east by 
the LIENS De 
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the canal on the east, ein Sith Street on the south included about all 
the improvements of the town. 

In October, 1829, the building committee of the new market-house 
were authorized by the council to build, in addition to the market-house 
of two hundred feet, a couneil honse on the west end of the market space 
fronting on, Main Street, to be of brick, 20x16 feet, surmounted by a 


cupola, On September 14, 1830, the old market-house on Second Street 


was sold and the new one oceupied, and in 1886 this was extended through 
to Jefferson Street. : | } 

In March, 1830, the following city officers were elected: John W. 
fan Cleve, mayor; iE. W. Davies, recorder; Misha Brabham, First Ward, 
A... Warst, Secand. Ward} Reid; Skainiver, Third? Ward) IN. Wilson; Fourth 
Ward, and Thomas Brown, Fifth Ward, trustees. In March, 1831, Mr. 
Van Cleve was reélected mayor, and Mr. Davies recorder. The follow- 
ing were the trustees elected at that time: First Ward, Thomas Clegg; 
Second Ward, Charles R. Greene; Third Ward, David Hawthorn; Fourth 
Ward, N. Wilson; and Fifth Ward, Beniah Tharpe. In March, 1832, Mr. 
Van Cleve was again elected mayor, F. I’. Carnell, recorder, and the fol- 
lowing were the trustees: First Ward, C.G. Swain; Second Ward, John 
Compton; Third Ward, Dr. John Steele; Fourth W: ard, N. Wilson;.and 
Fifth Ward, Beniah Tharpe. 3 

In March, 1833, the following officers were elected; Mayor, Dr. Job 
Haines; recorder, Rev. David Winters; trustees, First Ward, Alexander 
Grimes; Second Ward, Henry A. Pierson; Third Ward, Jacob Leeds; 
Fourth Ward, David Davis; Fifth Ward, Thomas Brown. In March, 
1834, the following: Mayor, Henry Stoddard; recorder, Rev. teh Win- 


ters; trustees, First Ward, Alexander Grimes; Second Ward, H. A. Pier- 


son; Third Ward, James Stover; Fourth Ward, N. puileone and Fifth 
Ward, David Pruden. March, 1835: Mayor, John Anderson; recorder, 
Rev. David Winters; trustees, First Ward, Samuel Foley; second Ward, 
Levi B. Jones; Third. Ward, James Stover; Fourth Ward, John Enegles; 
Fifth Ward, Henry Slaght. March, 1886: Mayor, D. W. Wheelock; re- 
corder, Rev. David Winters; trustees, First Ward, Samuel Foley; Sccond 
Ward, Dr. Edwin Snith; Third Ward, Richard Greene; Fourth Ward, 
David Stone; Fifth Ward, Henry Slaght.. March, 1837: Mayor, D. W. 
Wheelock; recorder, J. M. Mills; trustees, First Ward, John Lehman; 
Second Ward, Dr. Edwin Smith; Third Ward, Richard Greene; Fourth 
Ward, John Ingles; Fifth Ward, Augustus George. March, 1838: Mayor, 
D. W. Wheelock; recorder, Joseph Davidson; trustees, First Ward, 

Lehman; Second Ward, kh, C. Schenck; Third, Ward, J. Boyer; F ourth 
Ward, John Ingles; Fifth Ward, J. Malambre. March, 1839: Mayor, 
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Will iam “J. Mckinney; recorder, J. Davidson; trustees, “Wirst “Ward; 
Pamuel Foley; Second Ward, J. Mo Mills; Third Ward,"George Owen; 
Fourth Ward, John Engles; Fifth Wate” J. Malanibre. "March, 1é4 
Mayor, W..J. Mckinney; recorder, James McDaniel; trustees, Hirst 
Ward, Henry Kimes; Second Ward, Isaac’ Demarest; “Third Ward, 
Henry L. Brown; Fourth Ward, H. W. Davies; Fifth Ward, J. Malam- 
bre. March, 1841: Mayor, Morris Seely; recorder, A. M. Bolton; trus- 
tees, First Ward, Henry Kimes; Second Ward, Poth Garner; Third 
Ward. i. L. Brown, Fourie Ward, TW. Davies) Pith Ward, J. Ma- 
Jambre. : | 

The officers under this election served but a short time, another 

election taking place under the new charter in the following May. This 
charter was granted March 8th, of that year, but was subject to a vote of 
the people. The vote, as published by’ the recorder, was as follows: 
Three hundred and eighty-two for it, to 878 against it. The mayor, in 
presence of the council, proclaimed that the act to incorporate the city 
of Dayton had taken sas and was in full foree. It was thereupon 
resolved that the mayor should issue a proclamation‘for an election under 
the charter on Paturday,. May 22. from 12° mM. to 4 P.M., for’ a mayor, 
marshal, treasurer, and two trustees for each ward, all of whom shall 
hold his office until the first Monday in January, 1842. At the election 
902 votes were cast. William J. McKinney was elected mayor, Epriam 
Broadwell, marshal, and David Stout, treasurer. The councilmen elected 
were: First Ward, Henry Kimes and Samuel T. Harker; Second Ward, 
Peter Odlin and Samuel ‘McPherson; Third Ward, Henry L. Brown and 
David, Winters; Fourth Ward, David Davis and John Engle; Fifth 
Ward, Madison Munday and Henry Strickler. In June, Mr. McPherson 
resigned, and William F. Comly was elected by the council to the 
vacancy. : 

On May 24, 1841, the new council assembled for the first time, and 
elected Peter Odlin president, and A. M. Bolton clerk and recorder. The 
salary of the mayor was fixed at $200, and that of the clerk and recorder 
at $400. The salary of the marshal was fixed at $360, and the treasurer 
was allowed two per cent on all disbursements. 

In December, 1841, an official plum attracted the attention of the 
city fathers, and the council ordered the publication of a pamphlet with 
statistics of Dayton to present to the commissions appointed by the 
president to report on the location of a western armory, Seven hundred 
copies of this pamphlet were printed, but their publication did not 
succeed in securing the location of the armory at Dayton. 

After a protracted discussion the council this month resolved to fix 
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no compensation for themselves, but at a subsequent mecting in the same 
month, they established their compensation at fifty cents for each meet- 
ine. At the election held this month there were 616 votes cast, and the 
following officers were elected: Mayor, William J. Mclkinney; marshal, 
Ephraim Broadwell; constables, Samuel Foley and Ebenezer Henderson; 
treasurer, David Stout; trustees—First Ward, D. A. Wareham, one 
year; JG. Stutsman, two years. Second: Ward, Peter Odlin, one year; 
William I. Comly, two years. Third Ward, Richard Greene, one year; H. 
L. Brown, two years... Fourth Ward, Daniel Keifer, one year; John 
H. Mitchell, two years. Fifth Ward, Madison Munday, one year; Henry 
Strickler, two years. The new council organized January 8, 1843, electing 
Peter Odlin president, and A. M. Bolton clerk. 

In December, 1842, the following council was elected: First Ward, 
Georse OC. Davis;, Second Ward; Peter Odling: Third Ward; Wallam 
Huffman; Fourth Ward, Henry Kissinger; Fifth Ward, John Painter. 
Decémber, 1843, Wilham J. McKinney was reélected mayor, and the 
following councilmen were elected: First Ward, J. G. Stutsman; Second 
Ward. Walliam PoComly; Zhindi W ard, Wenry lL. Brown; PourthW ard, 
David Davis; Fifth Ward, Henry Strickler. Peter Odlin was reélected 
president, and A. M. Bolton, clerk. December, 1844, the councilmen 
elected were as follows: First Ward, George C. Davis; Second Ward, 
Peter Odlin; Third Ward, Hiram Wyatt; Fourth Ward, Henry Nissin- 
ser; Fifth Ward, Richard: Chambers, The »same\ persons were! ‘again 


elected president and clerk of the council. 


In December, 1845, William J. Mciinney was reélected mayor. The 
following, councilmen were also elected: First Ward, J. G. Stutsman; 
Second Ward, William F. Comly; Third Ward, Adam Speice; Fourth 
Ward, Jacob, Malambre; Wifth Ward, Samuel Marshall. The offices of 
president and clerk jagain fell to Peter. Odlin and A. M. Bolton. In 
December, 1846, the councilmen elected were: First Ward, J. H. Achey; 
Second Ward, John Howard; Third Ward, J. M. Sullivan; Fourth Ward, 
Henry Kissinger; Fifth Ward, D. 8. Raymond. John Howard was chosen 
president, and A. M. Bolton, clerk. 

In December, 1847, G. W. Bomberger ~vas elected mayor for two 
years, but died June 21, 1848, and John Howard was appointed his suc- 
cessor by the council. E. Fowler was appointed’to the vacancy thus made 
in the Second Ward. The councilmen elected in December, 1847, were 
as follows: First Ward, J..G. Stutsman; Second Ward, William F. 
Comly; Third Ward, B. Gilbert; Fourth Ward, Jonathan Kinney; Fifth 
Ward, A. EH. McClure. December, 1848, the councilmen elected were: 
First Ward, Adam Pritz; Second Ward, Henry Herrman; Third Ward, 
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Rk. A. Kerfoot; Fourth Ward, Jacob Richmond: “Fitth Perlirdl Wesley 
Boren, and from the newly created Sixth Ward, Ww. N. Love, one year, 
and ll ae John. Mr. John resigned and D.S. Raymond was elected 
May 25, 1849. Wilham EF. Comly was elected president of the council, 
ane W ifiam C. Bartlett, clerk. | 

In December, 1849, John Howard was elected mayor, and the follow- 
ing councilmen were elected: First Ward, Samuel Taylor; Second Ward, 
Wilham F. Comly; ‘Third Ward, Mark Reed; Fourth’: Ward, Jonathan 
Kanney; Fifth Meat BOC) Bakers Sixth’ Ward) WwW. Nv Love! William 
F. Comly was elected president of the council, and William C. Bartlett, 
clerk. In June, 1850, Henry Beichler was elected to represent the Fifth 
‘Ward in the place of F.C. Baker, resigned, August 9th Andrew Gump 
took the place of R. A. Kerfoot, resigned. In December, 1850, the 
councilmen elected were: First Ward, A. Decker; Second Ward, I. B. 
Chapman; Third Ward, Jonathan Harshman; Fourth Ward, Methusaleh 
Worman; Fifth Ward, Wesley Goren; Sixth Ward, A. EH. McClure. 

In July, 1842, the council agreed to make the annual salary of the 
mayor $150, that of the clerk $250, that of the marshal $400, and of 
the members of council one dollar each for each mecting held after 
June 1, 1843. 

In the fall of 1845, John Quincey Adams passed through Dayton on 
his way to Cincinnati to dedicate the observatory, and the hospitality of 
the city was tendered hina by the following resolution of the council, 
passed November 6th: 3 

“Tnformation having been received that John Quincy Adams will 
reach Dayton this evening: 

“Resolved, That the members of the. council proceed to the cor- 
poration line, anc escort Mr. Adams to the city, when the president is 
instructed to welcome him to the hospitality of the city.” | 

A cominittee, consisting of Messrs. Davis, Stutsman, and Comly, was 
appointed to arrange with Mrs. sam the landlady, for the entertainment 
of the distinguished guest, and Mr. Comly was directed to strike off 
handbills, to notify the citizens. vi Adams made a brief response 
from the balcony of the hotel to the address of welcome, and the next 
morning resumed his journey. 

On November 18, 1848, the following ordinance was adopted, estab- 
lishing landmarks: 

“ Wiurreas, The face of the eastern wall of the courthouse, and the 
original face of the eastern wall of the old tavern on in-lot Number 13, 
has been determined -by general agreement of surveyors and by judicial 


proceedings to be on the true western line of Main Street; therefore, 
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Sy ah a 7 That dinae stones be set by ‘ihe surveyor of Montgomery 
County and the city engineer, the stones to be four feet long 


g, eighteen 
inches on one face, and nine inches on the other. One of said stones to 
be sect in Main Street, the top level with the curbstone, sixteen and one 
half feet from the perpendicular line of the face of the brick work of 
the east wall of the courthouse; one in Main Strect, facing east, which 
face shall be sixteen and one half feet from the perpendicular line of the 
east face of the original log wall of the old ‘tavern, on. the corner of 
Main and Water streets, and the northern face in range with the north 
face of said tavern; one of said stones to be set-in Water Street, the 
northern face sixteen and one half feet from the Water Street front of 
the dwelling, corner of Water and Mill streets, and the eastern edge in 
exact range with the Mill Street front of the same hous 

These stones were set as eae to the council ne 1846, by Wil- 
liam G. George, county surveyor, and James H. Mitchell, city enginecr, in 
presence of J. W. Van Cleve al sixteen other witnesses. 

In September, 1844, the following polling places were established: 
For the First Ward, at Swaynie’s Hotel, First Street, just east of the 

eanal; Second Ward, at Independent Engine Ilouse, on Second Street 
between Main and ak Tinrd Ward, at Safety Engine House, on 
Ludlow. Street, between Second:and Third; Fourth) Ward, at Jimmy 
Elliott’s cabinet shop, northwest corner of Fourth and Main strects; Fifth 
Ward, at Eastern School House, on Brown Street. 

That portion of the city called Oregon, lying south of Frenchtown 
and east of the canal, was platted in 1845, and about the same time the 
plat of West Dayton, from the river west on Third to Willams streets, 
was made, and that of Mexico, lying immediately west of West bate: 
All that part of the city lying west ot the river, between Wolf Creek 
and the Germantown pike, was subsequently called Mian City, and now 
West Dayton. 

In the summer of 1849, Dayton had a severe visitation of the cholera, 
about two hundred and twenty-five deaths oceurring during the summer. 
A board of health was appointed, of which George B. Holt was president. 
A. cholera hospital was established, with Dr. Edwin Smith in charge. 
Liberal appropriations were made by the council; citizens’ rehef com- 
mittees were appointed; the streets and alleys were white and redolent 
with chloride of line. Business was almost suspended, but few people 
left town. The oflicers of the city, the physicians and the citizens united 
to remain at their posts and help those in need. 

The poling places in 1855 were as follows: First Ward, Neptune 
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eounci! chamber; Fourth Ward, Deluge Engine eae 7 ft] ly Wee 
Oregon Engine House; Sixth Ward, Hastern School Touse. 

Having heretofore given an account of the result of the city elec- 
tions, including that of 1850, the record 1s now continued to the present 
date, 1889. In December, 1851, John Howard was elected mayor, and 
thewtollowine | councilmen: ‘ First Ward, Louis Heintz; Second Ward, 


Joseph IT. Reed; Third Ward, Jobn IL. Achey; Fourth Ward, Jonathan 


Kenney; sPuith Ward, James Jurner; Sixth. Ward, W. IN howe. Jin 


December, 1852, an ordinance was adopted, changing the time of the 
eity election from December to the first Mouday in April, and the officers, 
whose terms expired in January, 1858, held over until April following. 
In April, 1853, the following officers were elected: Mayor, John Howard; 
councilmen, Wirst. Ward. Mo Ayres; Second, J. B- Chapman 
Third, Nicholas; Ohmer;. Fourth, Jacob» Richmond; Fifth, Samuel 
Marshall; Sixth, A. E. McClure; president of the council, Jonathan 
Kenney; clerk, George ee Malambre; city solicitor, F. Collins; treas- 
urer, D. Stout. 

Following are lists of the various city officers since 18 

Mayors—1854, George M. Young: 1855; DW. ce 4860, Vy Sab 
Gillespie; 1864, Eb. C. Elhs; 1866 , Jonatha in Kenney; 1868, C. L. Bauman; 
1870, James’ D. Morrison; 1872, Wi. Sioman; 1874, L: Butz, Jr; 1876, 
W. Hy Rouzer;, 1873, a... bitz, Ins 880, Mi Elosvers11882, Jolin dh. 
Miller; 1884, John Bettelon; 1886, Ira Crawford. 

City Souicirors—1854, a J. Forsyth; 1857, J. Ackerman; 1859, L. B. 
Bruen; 1861, Josiah Lovell; 1865, William Craighead; 1867, D. B. Cor- 
win; 13871,.JAC. Baaoott; fi A MOA Ehomass A 85, Os M. Gottschallt 
1877, W. Belleville; 1879; A. W.) Kumler; 1883, John Hanitch; 1889 
DB. Comvint ; 

City CLerKcs—1894, G. W. Malambre; 1855, D. A. Houk; Noveni- 
ber, 1855, Fielding Loury, elected upon the resignation of D. A. Houk; 
1309, A. jAe Butterfield; 1860;,A. Stephens; 1865; John U. Kreidler; 
October, 1867, J. A. Leonard; January, 1869, D) We Dryden; April, 1869, 
AY Siepieisgy 1372) VAY A. Buttenteld ajds7oy iN, Metz; 1876, JA. iL 
Whiytte;.1878, N.: Metz; 1879, George) Mi Lane;'1883,.C. I. Herbig; 
1887, Eugene Shinn. 

Ciry TREAsuRERS—1854, David Stout; 1856, A. V. Stansifer; June, 
1857, Smith Davisson; 1859, C..C. Kiefer; 1861, James Anderton; 1862, 
D. W. Reese. Since the expiration of Mr. Reese’s term the county 


> 





treasurer has also served as city treasurer. 


\~ = 


Prusipents oF Councin—18d4, John II, Ac they; 1855, James Turner; 
1806, 1. Mi vAyres; 1859, VV ee Bomberger; - 1861, A. Decker; 1862 
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W JENY Love: 1863) Amos Deelser; 1864, -9T. 11:°Kiersted: 1865, “ay ae. 
Rethines 1671) Weel) Miliss 1872, D. W. Iddings;\1874, 1) M. Wood; 
VSO AE: aft: enor MM, Wood; 1678) Join hy Pletcher; £679,:C. 4. 
1880, 8. T. Bryce; 1883, John KR. Fletcher: 1884, Jacoh W eimrich; 
1886, Galen C. Wise: 1887, Samuel A. Ambrose; 1888, J. W. Allison; 
1889, EP. Mathews. 

Following is a lst of the councilmen elected from year to year from 
185+ to 1889, both years inclusive: 

1854—J. H. Achey, Thomas H. Phillips, William Dickey, Richard 
Lane; James oe Jie iomas, tor aivexpired erm) of At ME. 
McClure, and W. N. Love. | 

1855—b. M. Ayres, J. HW. Chapman, IT. Gebhart, Jonathan Kenney, 
George Owen, and A. E. McClure. 

1856—William Dickey, Thomas UH. Phillips, J. Hl. Achey, Richard 
Lane, B. N. Beaver; and W. N. Love. 

1857—B.. M. oe Wilham Trebein, Hi Gebhart, John’ Stephens, 
George Owen, and A. EH: AlcClure. , 

1858— Amos eins oe Pains. ie Ace More, lay 7da. Gilli 
land, Ezra Thomas, and Peter Lutz. 

1859—Hueh Wigein, Bev Bimm, Isaac H. Kiersted, James Boyer, 
Lawrence Butz, and Wilham Bomberger. 

1860—Amos Decker, Thomas H. Phillips, John U. Shank, i. L. Gil- 
hland, George Lehman, and Peter Lutz. ; 

1861—-Hueh Wigemm, Ezra Bimm, J. TL. Mersted, I. A. Minnick a 
Wilhant Patten, avd W. INP Love. 

1862—Amos Decker, Hiram Strong, George W. Rogers, L. L. Gilli- 
land, George Lehman, and Jacob Muleer. 

863=——-Wilham Dickey, Ezra’ Bimm, I. IL. Niersted, I. A. Minnick, 
igre Thomas, and W: Ne Bove: 

1864 ACTS ihis, DoW) Iddings, Te mE Shetnic? Mees atleetort, 
George Lehman, and W. kh. Bennet. 

Ts65o—J..S Geary, H. W. R. Brunner, D. Kicter, John Clingman, 
font W. Butt, W. Nv Love, Jolin'Celhauer, and Lawrence Butz, Jr: 
1866—A.KRulms,"D. W. Iddings, J7 I. Shank, Alexander Gebhart, 
George Lehman, W. N. Love, George Braunsweiger, and Lawrence 
Bue sr! 

1867—John Wiggim, H. W.R. Brunner, D. Kiefer, John Clingman, 
James Turner, John Aman, John Colhauer, Kua James owt: 

1868—John Rh. pedi iD We mines, A. Praden, A. Gebhart, 
Jolmeeo ward, 2). We Potile, corme™ Dramisiveiger) D- Coe Rafty and 


George Lehman: 
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1869-—George Mill er, C. Herchelrode, D. Kiefer, John Clingeman, 
George) heliman, Lhenury Gauecles,) Tid: Welty) G., W. Murray, A. C. 
Fehring, and H. Barnhart. 

S70 dB. bel pert, Da Wilddia gS, J dene Slain les Ak epee EINE 
Sowers, James’ Hammond, W! Wassenich, D. C. Taft, W. R. Tomlinson, 
iO. Pehiing, a Hi, Barnhart. Vie 

187i—George Miller, John Breene, D. Iefer, John Chneman, 
ay aretha , John Weaver, George Neiland, John Roher, George W. 
Murray, W. MM. Mills, Wilham Haffman, and Charles I. Smith. 

May ee DOW. Iddines, John H. Shank, Ashley Brown, 
Andrew Slentz, Samuel A. Ambrose, Joseph ILlammond, W. Wassenich, 
D. C. Taft, Henry Webbert, John J vemp, and Hermann Gerdes. 

1878-—-George Miller, John Breene, J. J. Rossell, E. M. Wood, Jolin 
Clingman, James Turner, Charles G. Meyers, ae Terhoid, M. Cain, 
Charles EB. Smith, J. W. oe lenbergor, and N. Met 

1874—J. B. Cirvene, S. F. Woodsum, Joseph C ‘omer, Wilham Kiefer, 
John W. Butt, Joseph L. tL anmiond, W.) Wassenich, De-C. Tait, Henry 
Webbert, Joseph Pfoutz, and John F. Gerber. 

i37o="George Miller. der: Suit) John’ HoShanik)) Th. IMe Wood, 
James Turner, W. J. Oblinger, Joseph Herhold, Julius Wehner, Charles 
Ee Smith, Ph Bode Lill awd Witham dlutnian. : 

1876--A. C. Nixon, Henry Theobald, Joseph Comer, Washing 
Silzell, John H. eae Johnson Snyder, John Schoen, Thomas Gavin 


John G. Feight, L. D. Baer, and Johu F. Gerber. 


1877—J. RR. Piette, Withamebl, ritgoPrn Jonantoeny I. M: Wood, 
S. T. Bryce, John W. Knaub, Joseph Desch, Simon: Goodman, David 
Cosad, Adam Schantz, and A. E. Jenner. 3 ‘ 

1878—John Bohlender, C. a, Pease, Joseph Comer, F. J. alge 


HH. Soehner, Samuel F. Ee abrook, James Turner, J. kh. Meyer, Josep 


Ilammond, nh isk Wii bie »Jdacob Sortmany John Gurney; W. IT, 
Gillespie, John G. Feigh 


g 1 perched S. Unger, James Carberry, and 
Charles Onna 

1879 e Butterworth, James Campbell, William IL. Pritz, W. 
Silzell, I. nage Charles E. Clark, John Meyer, Otto Guenther, J. W. 
Sortman, George C. Davies, John Breene, T. C. Widd, John C. Cline, John 
Griesmeier, and E. B. Lyon. 

1880—IHlenry Tietze, C. E. Pease, A. C. Fenner, I. 8. Gordon, W. E. 
Crume, Joseph Ilanmond, John Griesmeier, Il’. J. McCormick, John 
G. Feight, §. T. Bryce, and’ George W. Soiauted 

188i1-——-John R.. Brownell, First Ward, lone term; A. Beebe, First 


o 





Ward, short term; James Campbell, John [H. Shank, George Butterworth 
: > 
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S. A. ee ‘Guie : ey Sennen, asseinich, ideo Weinrich, E. O: 
Thomas, Jr., Adam Sic enw and Georee.W. Sherer. | 

1882—Johw M. Mckee, C. Haltman, Adam Pritz, W.S8.Gordon, John 
RiEletcher; George D. Hee Gone Wises dS) Sa. a John 
Maince! Ss: 7, Bryee, and F. Hacfhleman 

1883c3> Gross, Thomas Wyatt. Po Sweetman, Wi /Silzell, J. 1K. 
Webster, D. C. Taft, Adolph Menke, Jacob Weinrich, C. F. Corns, 8. E. 
ixemp, sl James McHntee. 


1334-—Johu, WeCauteld. “Adams Pritze)s) 3. Bmeht, S. H.iemp, 
Il. W. Meyer, J. A. Miller, Galen C. Wise, Johu- A. Stoppelman, and 
UA. (Amend, 

.1885—C, J. Gerdes, Charles D. Iddings, J. A. Weed, C. F. Corns, 
Herman Rogee, D. C. Taft, John Iuesman, Jacob Weinrich, and James 
McEntee.. 

1886—C. L. Reber, 8. A. Ambrose, D. L. Rike, Joseph W. Allison, 
ap 4 Meyer: James Ee Miller) 'Galent) ©. Wise;.\d. (Ei. Dy Wiard).and 
Wilham McGee. 

1887—C. J. Gerdes, Albert F. Steinmetz, Charles F. Corns, Wilbur 
Heathman; Charles F. Beckler, James K. Ml cncer. John Iluesman, and 
John A. Hahne. 

1888— EK. P. Matthews, 5. A. Ambrose, 8. E. McClure, Joseph W. 
Allison, Charles H. Shellabarger, David M. Martin, Fred Moehlman, and 
J. aD, Wand. . ‘ 

1889—-C. J. Gerdes, Albert F. Steinmetz, Charles F. Corns, Phillip 
Bossard, John Rock, John kh. Rhea, and John Weismantel. 





Ou March 10, 1827, was organized the first volunteer fire company of 
Dayton. Some months before an engine had been brought to Dayton 
from Philadelphia. Previous to this time the only protection for the 
town from fire was a bucket brigade and ladders. By ordinance every 
householder was required to provide himself with two leather buckets, 
to have lis name painted on them, and to keep them hanging in some 
place easily accessible in case of fire. The town couneil provided ladders, 
which hung on the outside wall of the market-house, and were carried to 
fires on the shoulders of the first volunteers. | 

A hook and Jadder company was organized at the same time. George 
©. Davis was captain of the first company, and Joseph Hollinsworth of, 
the hook and ladder company. The engine had to be filled by hand, and 
the council bought eighty-cight leather buckets, one half of them to be 
kept with the engine, and one half to be taken by the members to their 
homes. The first board of fire wardens was appointed by the council in 
the spring of 1827, and it was a part of their duty to exaniine periodically 
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ate pélliicets ae other fire apparatus, and to see that everything was in 
working order. Soon afterward a board, of fire guards was appointed, 
whose duty it was to isolate and control the burning district during and 
immediately after the fire. The church bells were relied upon for com- 
muniecating the alarm of fire, and the council paid fifty cents to each 
sexton for every alarm rung after nine o’clock at night, and one dollar 
to the one whose bell was first heard. Joln W. Van Cleve was eee 
clicf engineer of this modest fire department. 

In November, 1833, a hand engine, called the “Safety,” of more ad- 
ranced type, hehe suction hose and gallery brakes, was bought by the 
council, and at the same time five hundred feet of hose; and the Safety 
Fire Engine and ILose Company Number 1 was organized, and its services . 
were accepted by the council, The first officers were: James Perrine, 
foreman: Valentine Winters, assistant foreman; J. D. Loomis, seeretary ; 
T. R. Black, treasurer; Thomas Brown, leader of hose company; Ienry 
Diehl, assistant leader; William P. Paine Jacob Wilt, Peter Baer, 
Henry Beichler, Abraham Overlease, directors. During this same year, 
and soon thereafter, fire cisterns were built under the streets, at First and 
Main, at. Third and Main, at Fifth and Main, and at two or three other 
points in the eity, which were filled by pumping from adjacent wells, and 

sometimes by the engines with hose from the canal or river, and used as 
reservoirs to draw upon in time of fire. 

The Independent Fire Company, the Vigilance, Delug 
others, were organized under the auspices of the council 


we, Oregon, and’ 
umiie next jfew 
years, and managed by some of the foremost business men, but as these 
advanced in years and dignity, they gave place to younger men. As 
time passed on the complexion of the companies changed and a rougher 
element predominated. It came to be a closely disputed honor as to 
which company threw the first water on the fire, and this gave rise 
to outrages, cutting hose, throwing stones, and oceasionally the firemen 
would cease fighting the fire and commence fighting each other. It was 
necessary to stimulate the rivalry of the firemen as to which should throw 
the first-water on the fire, but it was found equally necessary and more 
difficult to quell the spirit thas evoked. 

This was one of the causes of a growing opposition to a volunteer 
fire department. The manifest inefliciency of hand-engines, as compared 
with the newly-invented fire engines, under the control of men who were 
paid to give their whole time to their management and care, led to public 
agitation and discussion Jooking forward to such a change, which 

extended through a period of several years, from 1856 or 1857, until the 
first steamer was purchased in 1863. 
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The foree now consists of a chief, D. Larkin; assistant chief, F. B. 


Ramby; telegraph manager, George Kirby, and fifty men. There. are 


three steam engines, two chemical engines, nine: hose wagons, two hook 


and ladder wagons, and twenty-four horses. 


— 


L 


During the prevalence of epidemics at several periods in the earlier 
history of Dayton, boards of health had been appointed for temporary 
service, but it was not until June 3, 1867, that a. permanent: board of 
health was created by the council under authority of an act of the legis- 
lature of the preceeding March. The board is:composed of the mayor, 
who is ex-officio president, and six members appotnted by the council. 
The board elects a health officer and their own clerk \and: meat mspector. 
The first board consisted of LT. D: Mitchell, president; W...W. Lane, and 
Bt ait appomibed mor jone. year; i, Pattersonrand..J ..W.., Dictireh 
appoited for two, years;and C. Varkerxand, J. W., Butt, appoimted .for 
three years—-two new members coming in each year. Thomas L. Neal 


was: health officer and J..A.Mavlay, clerk. The dubtres, of the board)are 


-to give such directions as are necessary to insure the cleanliness of the 


city, improve its sanitary condition and prevent the spread of contagious 
or epidemic diseuses, to keep a record of births and of deaths and the 
eauses, thereof. Under this geveral limitation, their powers. are very 
large, but their orders are always subject to the approval of the couneil. 

In 1868, L. Patterson and C. L. Hawes were elected members of the 
board, and the health officer and clerk were the same as for the first year. 
In 1869, the members and officers were the same as for 1868. In 1870, 
the. members were the same except that Lawrence Butz, Jr., took the 


place of John W. Butt... The officers remained the same... In 1871, the 


members of, the sboard, were ©. Parlcer, Bs EH. Waik,C.. 1... plawes, R. 
grindvett, dohpe Wieeimes and Ju.) Butz, jm, and the,oficers, still.re- 
mained the same. In 1872, the members were Parker, Wait, Hawes, 
srundrett, Wigeim, and John W. Dictrich, the officers: remaining the 
same except that E. B. Davis, M. D., became clerk. For the next two 
years the members and officers remained the same. For 1875 the members 
were Parker, Wait, Brundrett, Wiggim, Robert Craig, and Benjamin B. 
Childs, the officers being the same as for the two previous years. In 
1876, there was no change. In 1877, H.S. Jewett, M. D., took the place 


_of John Wiggim. Jor the next three years there was no change. In 


1881, the board consisted of Parker, Wait, Brondrett, Jewett, Alfred 
Pruden, and J. Ik. Webster, M. D., the officers still beimg the same. In 
1882, the members were Wait, Brundrett, Jewett, Webster, F. W. 
Thomas, M.D... and .G.. Ws ogers,. officers, the same. .tIm .1883, the 
members were the same except that A. C. I’enner took the place of G. W. 
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Rogers. The officers remained the same. For 1 1834 the a of the 
board were John Il. Fickensher, B. F. Wait, F. W. Thomas, M. D., 
A. i. Fenner, Jesse Cornell, and W. P. Treon; sind A! te rd avawe, He bake 
health officer, and Charles P. Waltz, clerk. For 1885 the members were 
Fickensher, Wait, Fenner, Cornell, J. L. MeI[ihenney, M: D., and J.8 
Beck, M.D. The officers remained as before. For 1886 there was no 
change except that Frank S. Rechsteiner took the place of A. EH. Fenner. 
For 1887 the board consisted of Wait, Mcllhenny, Beck, Rechsteiner, 
William Webster, M. D., and J. A’ Ambrose, M. D. James M. Weaver, 
M. D., was health officer, and George QO. Warrington, clerk. In 1888, 
members were B F: Wait, J. A.. Ambrose, M. D., Wilham Webster, 
M. D., W. P. Green, M. D., and John Sherlock. The officers remained 
the same, and for 1889 the board consists of the following members 
J. A. Ambrose, M. D., Wilham Webster, M. D., John Sherlock, George 
Stemel, ae CoCrun. MD Mand Wl Treen, M.D and ‘the stibeik are 
James M. Weaver, M. D., health officer, and (Resp Warrington, clerk. 

The city had no prison of its own until 1858, municipal oifenders 
being confined in the county jail. Then a part of Deluge Hugine-house, 
on Main Street, between Fifth and Sixth streets, was fitted up with cells 
and used for that purpose. In 1870, better accommodations were secured 
by the purchase of the United Brethren Church, for ten thousand dollars, 
standing on the corner of Smith and Tecumseh streets. This building 
vas fitted up upstairs for a mayor’s court, with cell rooms below. There 
is now also a sub-station house west of the river and south of Fourth 
Street. In 1875, when the county commissioners vacated the stone jail 
on the corner of Main and Sixth streets, the city authorities had it 
arranged for a work-house, and have occupied if for that purpose since 
early in the fall of 1876. Male offenders sent there were employed in 
breaking stone to use on the streets of the city, and female offenders 
were employed in necessary household work. The administration of 
the workhouse 1s committed to a board of workhouse directors. Dur- 
ing the present year (1889) the breaking of stone has been given up, and 
the whole force is now empleyed in making brushes. The material and 
machinery are furnished by a firm in Cincinnati, who take the entire 
output of manufactured brushes. The city pays the commissioners no 
rent for the property, as it holds it on a tenure requiring its use for the 
purposes of a prison. : 

From the incorporation of the town, in 1805, until 1818, a marshal 
constituted the entire police foree, and for seventeen years thereafter, or 
until 1835, one deputy formed his staff. The marshal was then author- 
ized to appoint patrolmen to serve as night-watchmen. After the grant- 
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ing of the city charter, in 1 1841, an ordinance was passed providing for the 
election of two cons ae In 1855, an. epidemic of burglaries caused a 
meeting of citizens to consider remedies, and on an appeal from this body 
the council, on March 16, 1855, authorized the mayor to employ one bun- 
dred detectives. To whatever limit this authority was used, the appoint- 
ments were evidently but temporary. In 1858, the regular force was 
increased to six men besides the marshal, his deputy, and two constables. 
No further increase was made until 1866, when it was enlarged to eight 
patrolmen and a captain. Under the ordinance of July, 1869, the depart- 
ment consisted of the city marshal, as ex-officio chief, one captain, two 
lieutenants, and twenty-two regular policemen, two from each ward. 
Appointments were made annually by the mayor with the advice and 
consent of the couneil. 

In 1873, the metropolitan police force was- organized with a chief, 
first and second Heutenants, twenty-+1x patrolmen, three roundsmen and 
three turukeys. This arrangement made in pursuance of an act of the 
legislature is substantially that now in force. The appointments are 
made by the police commissioners, formerly an elective body, now a non- 
partisan board of four persons os at by the governor, under an act 
of the legislature of March 2, 1887... With them, and not with the city 
eouncil, now hes the whole anata of the, police, force. . The .com- 
missioners receive a salary of two hundred dollars each per annum. In 
18738, the police commissioners were E. W. Davies, HE. S. Young, William 
Clark; W...,f1. Gillespie, D. A: Houk, and .Joseph, Clegg... H.W. Davies 
died and I. 8. Young resigned during the year. The mayor was ex-o/fficto 
president The nee force. consisted. of thirty-five men. In .1874, 
the commissioners were: W.M. Seely, Joseph Clegg, Harvey Conover, 
anid \jW di .)\Gillespiess Invi Sia, John ,Bettelun,, Joseph, Cleog, WM. 
Seely, Harvey Conover. In 1876, Joseph Clegg, Jolin Bettelon, W. P. 
Callahan, S. F. Woodsum. In 1877, W. P. Callahan, John Bettlelon, 
8S. F. Woodsum, I. C. Graves.. In. 1878, John DGettelon, H. C. Graves, 
S. F. Woodsum, H.C. Marshall. §. F. Woodsum died in July and was 
succeeded by T. J. Weakley. In 1879, II. C. Graves, C. A. Phillips, H.C. 
Marshall, and T. J. Weakley. In.1880, H.-C. Graves, H.C. Marshall, 
Charles A. Phillips, and Ii. V. Moodie. In 1881, 1.C. Marshall, Charles A. 
Phillips, E. V. Moodie, and James P. Wolf. ie 1882, Charles A. Phillips, 
Hi Vs iMoodie, James, Psi Wolk jand yi, Ji. lanbach. .Ja),1883, A. V. 
Moodie, James P. Wolf, William Iluffman, and I. If. Laubach. In 1884, 
James P. Wolf, Il. HW. Linbach, William Hoffman, and T. J. Weakley. 
Jn 18580, I. H. Gaubach, T. J. Weakley, Wilham ILuffman, and John L. 
Brenner. In 1886, Wilham ILuffman, T. J. Weakley, John L. Brenner, 
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¢, Jobn CO e, dol o 
Miller, and Jt. C, Anderson. Th 1888, Rt. C. Anderson, J. i. Gimperling, 
J. ©; Cline; and John L.. Miller, The same board was chosen for 1889. 
D. B. Wilcox was secretary of the board from 1878 to, 1870; #.M. Tosin 
De Bo W ileox.s f the board from: #373 10.18%; # 

nom (87 6rto 1879; Patric yin Jée0:; J. Eo Gorman. from 1881) to 
MGM Ls fOr to LS 79: sue kk Kelly.in 1880; J. Hi Gorman from 183 
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1882; J. IL Ensign in 1883 and 1884; C. W. Faber in 188) and 18386, 
and. O. i. Davidson in 1887, 1888, and 1889. 

Captain Stewart served as captain a few months in the spring 
of 1873. Colonel William H. Martin was captain and acting superin- 


a 


tendent of police in 1875 and 1874. Bmyes Clark served then until 1881. 
George Butterworth in 1881 and 1882. Captain William Patton in 1883 
5 t 
to 1884, 1885, and ie .. Under ne new law, Captain W. I. Shoemake 
d 
was elected superintendent in 1887. and served until June, 1889, when — 


aa 


resigned, and A. Steinmetz was elected. 


The force at present (1889) consists of the superintendent or chief, 
one captain, two detectives, four etna two turnkeys, and fifty patrol- 
men; total, sixty-one. There are also a surgeon, Dr. P. N. Adams, and 


a atone Lou Bowman. 
In 1877, the Dayton Pulice Benevolent Association was incorporated. 
It is supported and managed by the police, every one of whom pays an 
established fee on joining the force, and also regular dees thereafter if 
desiring to participate in its benefits. There is also another fund for their 
protection, called the life and health fund. Under the law no policeman 
can accept any reward, on.e 


the proceeds of unclaimed property go to the above named fund. This 


oratuity, but all sums offered in this way, and 


\fund is managed by the domiiniaaidnersiatd two policemen elected by the 


force, constituting six trustees, and at their discretion any policemen in- 
jured in the discharge of his duty may be paid a weekly sum while 
disabled. This fund aftording so desirable a protection to men engaged 
in a hazardous employment, now amounts to something over $2,500. 

The first official action taken by the city council of Dayton with 
reference to the construction of water works, was on March 19, 1869, 
when an ordinance was pas ssed to submit the guestion to the voters of the 


city, whether water works should or should not be erected at a cost not 


to exceed two hundred thousand dollars. This ordinance provided 
that the question should be voted upon at the election to be held 
April dth following. At the election the qrestion was settled in the 
affirmative by the following vote: For the water works, 2,769; against 
them, 1,936. 

At a special meeting of the couneil, held May 21, 1869, a select com- 


mittee of three was app -inted to examine and report upon planus for water 
shy ) | oe 
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works, they to recommend that system which Hine en Bin best 
udapted to the ‘wants of the city for all- purposes. The committee was 


authorized to visit places having water works, and to obtain the fullest 


o 
ri q 


and best possible information. The eommittee consisted of Messrs. 

reorge Lehman, George Wome onde Dy. Wo tediaes: "On th 35th 

G Lel G a Wee M ude Vy. echt ia Jo thne 13 

of Auguet, 1869, three plans for the construction of water works were 

submitted through the committee to the council by Joseph L. Loury. The 

Ames Manufacturing Company, of Chicopee, Massachusetts, submitted a 
rea ) 5 


V} 


proposition, which was read at the same time. There was also a proposi- 
tion from Stout, Mills & Temple, of Dayton, one from Jolin R. Brownell, 
one from Henry kh. W orthington, of New York, and one from the Holly 
Manufacturing Company, of Lockport, New York. It was then resolved: 
that the various plans and bids for water works be referred to a select 
committee of five, with oe to report at he next meeting: “The 


committee selected consisted of George Lehman, J. Clingman, D. V. 
Pottle, A. Gebhart, and wired Pruden. This committee on the 20th of 


WMA a 
BS 


anufacturing Company, its 
system being the best and cheapest. The same salad: committee was 
thereupon authorized and instructed, in connection with the city solicitor, 
to make and execute a contract in the name of the city with the Holly 
Manufacturing Company for water Works and machinery upon the basis 
of their proposition, which had been made August 4, 1869. 

The proposition of the ILolly Manufacturing Company was in sub- 
stance as follows: To erect a set of machinery to consist of two of Holly’s 
patent elliptical rotary panips, and one of Holly’s patent six cylinder 
gauge pumps, each of the capacity of two million gallons in twenty-four 
hours. Also one double cylinder piston steam engine, aud one rotary 
steam engine, two of Holly’s patent tubular, upright steam boilers, one of 
Holly’s patent hydraulic regulators, together with donkey engine, feed 
pumps, gears, shalting, steam and water gauges, and all other necessary 
fixtures and machinery to make the works effective and complete. The 
The rotary pumps were to be of such size and power as to throw six 
powerful fire streams at once from hose attached to hydrants, and each 
stream from one inch nozzle to a vertical height of one bundred feet. The 
price for this machinery was thirty-seven thousand dollars, to be paid in 
three twenty per cent installments in one, two, and three months, respec- 
tively from the date of the acceptance of the proposition, and the balance 
of forty per cent when the machinery had been set up, and had been 
accepted by the city of Dayton. The city of Dayton was to erect the 
necessary buildings and Jay the foundations for the machinery, and also 


to lay the matus, set the hydrants and furnish hose. The contract  be- 
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tween the city of Dayton and the ae Cae aaa Company was 
read, approved, and placed on file September 3, 1869. | 

On the 17th of September, 1809, a standing cominittee on water- 
works was appointed as follows: George Lehman, George Niebert, and 
As Gebhart..; On October, 8.1869, the special committee on water pipe 
reported, having made a contract with T. G. Gaylord & Company, of 
Cincinnati, for one thousand tons of pipe. On-the 15th of the month 
an ordinance was passed establishing a board of trustees of water-works. . 
On the 29th of October, the committee on water-works reported that the 
bid for the erection of the building for the work, submitted by Anderton 
& J©emp, was the lowest, and their guarantee was placed on file. Novem- 
ber 26, 1869, the committee was authorized to purchase two acres of land 
on the northeast corner of Ikeowee and Ottawa streets. The rotary pumps 


for the water-works arrived in Dayton January 6, 1870. On the Ist of 
April, 1870, the committee on water-works m nee a report to the council 


to the effect that the machinery and, fixtures placed in position were in 
successful A ain and were up to and over the standard guaranteed by 
the company. ane | 

The first board of trustees of the water-works was as follows: Samuel 
Marshall, John Temple, and J. H. Balsley. This board orgauized on the 
16th of April by the election of the following ofticers: Samuel Marshall, 
president; A. J nas secretary; George McCain, superintendent; HE. I. 
Howard, engineer; Henry Farnham, assistant engineer; JL. G. Marshall, 
assistant secretary and collector; Ezra Thomas, assistant superintendent. 
According to the first annual report of the superintendent, the receipts of 
the works from water rents, from April 13th to December 31, Sines were 
33,168.66, and the running expenses for the same time, $10,325.85. The 
entire expenditures for the works up to that time had been hailey 21, 
and the entire cost $324,450.21. There had been an nuinterrupted al 
of water in the well from the commencement of the working of the ma- 
chinery, and froni July Ist to January 1, 1871, there had been delivered 
into the pipes 92,520,060 gallons of water. The total amount of pipe of 
all sizes laid up to the time was 20 miles and 46 feet. The total number 
of fire hydrants set up was 198, and there were 257 stop-valves in use. 

The officers for 1871 were the same as for 1870, except that Jesse 
Demint took the place of John I. Balsley as a trustee, and G. 8. Johnson 
became assistant engineer. According to the report of the trustees for 
the year ending December 31, 1871, the receipts trom water rents was 
$9,060.85. The amount of water supplied to the city during the year 
hod been 209,625,940 gallons. The trustees for the year 1872 


sume as the year before, as also were the other officers, except that the 


were the 
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office of superintendent was abolished. The receipts from water rents 


for the year ending December 31, 1872, were $12,017.79, and the number 
of gallons of water pumped during the year was 270,740,165. In April, 


Cy 


1873, Ion. Jonathan Isenney was elected a trustee, in place of Samuel 
Marshall, whose three years’ term had expired. Martin L. Weaver was 


e 


appointed assistant engineer April 26, 18738, the other officers remaining 


, the receipts from 
water-rates amounted to $17,516.26, and the current expenses to $15,- 
A 


637.69. For the next year, that ending po 1875, the trustees were 


John Temple, president, Jonathan Kenney, and Josiah BE. Boyer. The 


from water-rates were $19,864.89, and 


1 

i 
remaining officers were principally the same. Hor the year ending 
ts z 


December 31, 1874, the receiy 
the total receipts, $107, ere The total expenditures amounted to 
$104,193.03. Of this amount, $42,915.50 had been expended for extend- 
ing the water mains, and $32,420, ).9% for new machinery. 

For the year oe in April, 1873, Milton Bennet took the place of 
John Temple as a trustee, Jonathan Kenney, however, being elected 
president. M.L. Weaver succeeded Ii. I. noes ag engineer, For the 
year ending in April, 1877, Josiah E. Boyer was president of the board, 
and the other members were Milton Bennet and George J. Roberts, 
Since that time the trustees elected each succeeding year, each, of 
whom was elected for ace rears, have been as follows: Thomas B. 
Hannah, elected in 1879; Jobn W. Butt, in 1880; Luther Peters, in 
esl 50 Bi papal vii hSe2.; JohngW. Butt, 1m 1683-7 Luther deters, 
in 1884; T. B. Hannah, in 1885; John Tesseyman, in 1886; William 
attiavaii’ im 1867. WU. EEOdelkuin 1888. 

The secretaries have been’ A. J. Uiiller, until. April, 1878; D,. B. 
Wilcox, until 1880; Charles W. Snyder, until 1587, and since then, 
Charles A. Herbig. Since the retirement of M. L. Weaver as chief 
engineer, in 1882, Hdward HE. Wuochenhofer served until 1887, when 
M. L. Weaver again became engineer, and serves at the present time. 

The following table shows the amount of water rents; ete., received 
since the establishment of the system: . 
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| | 
Regular | Street Sprink- | Baniidine dea 
YEAR. ka Water brite shir alma wait IM Riera ti) Total, 
| Assessment, | Carts. Wingo, CuGe | 
| | | 
1870 | $2,932 60 | S22ai 80, S11 50 | $2,148 68 
1S71. 9,059 70 | 121 01 | 480 140 | 9,660 85 
1872 12034015 264 9d 31S 59 | 12,617: 69 
LOTS | 16,797 87 O12 49 496 03 | 17,516 o9 
1s74 18,198 14 1,329 42 | 337 33 19,864 89 
175 18.526 24 2 042 97 | 156 29 20,725 50 
Is7b | 16,811 8 2,290 02 188 12 19,290 02 
1877 | 17,355 29 2,056 73 71 06 19,483 08 
1878 | 16,313 11 2,032, 75 | 74 03 18,419 §9- 
1S79 16.873 64 1,670 34+ | 95 21 18,939 19 
VSs0 17,106.58 | 1,102 80 | G7 6} 18,276, 99 
[SSI 19.571 43 | 1,435 14 aG1 76 | 21,308: 33 
1882 21310 Side | 1,646 91 256,17 23,213 95 
1883 22366 $1 1.597 O7 ASO 72k 24,404 10 
1884 D2, 25 LOG eo Wie8 7.80! 3] 80 444 | 23 819 23 
1885 23,539 93 1,590 48 IG7 09 | 25 207 eO 
1886 DA ABS AQ 0 || 1.07251 | 338 026 7 25,876 02 
1887 | 26,333 25 1,883 12 213 57 28,4209 94 
1S88 29,326 37 2.749 83 317 95 32, 629835 
nS re in pe S| eat eA an Ste = st ne 
Total, - $451,129 34 | $27.011 40 $4,565 63 i (88822041. 57 








> ! 
The following table shows the amount and 
since 1869: 








cost of cast iron pipe laid 








| NO. OF FEET, 
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1878 
1879 
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1881 
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18838 
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42.677 
62,976 
7,694 
13,S46 
1,204 
83.626 
3,606 
738 
1,362 
1,546 
352, 
3,664 


67,366 
267,054 
4 923 





| 


23,065 
15,059 
4,744 
42,107 
3,493 
hO73 
2,881 
1,679 
1\1 
3,796 
30,022. 
7,004 
2,004 
1,138 
362 
1,054 
517 
02,452 





miles and 38,411 feet. 


262,131 feet equal to 49 








Since the construction of the above table, there has been laid pipe 


sufficient to bring the total length of pipe up to fifty-one miles, and there 


are attached thereto four hundred and eighty fire hydrants, 


Dayton 


claims to furnish through her system of water works better and purer 


water than is furnished by the water works of any other city in the 


country. It is practically free from organic matter, and it is as cold and 
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NRE NIN TOSS 


aul ae HISTORY OF DAYTON. 


clear as it is good and clear. At the public drinking fountain, in front of 


g 
the water works puimpibg station, water is constantly flowing the tem- 
‘perature of which is fifty degrees. ~ 
| During the months of July and Angust, 1887, the board of water 
works trustees constructed, in the bed of Mad River, east of Iteowee 
Street, a series of tube wells, thirty in number eight mass in diameter, 
and an average depth of forty feet. The water from these wells Hows of 
its own accord, rising above the tops of the Wells and above the level 
of Mad River an average height of three feet. The temperature of the 
water in some of these wells being thirty-six degrees. A valve is attached 
to each well so that the water can be turned off or on at pleasure. These 
tube wells are all connected into a twenty-inch main pipe leading . the 
pumping station, there being a fall of eight feet from the farthest well cast 
to the pumping station, a distance of 2,500 feet, the wells and the Wen 
eonnecting there are all under ground; the water is not exposed i in re- 
servoirs or other receptacles as in other cities, where too often injurious 
raatter is allowed to concentrate. | is impossible for impurities to enter 
into this water, as the source is subterranean, it being carried directly from 
the wells to the consumer. The supply seems inexhaustible, however, 
should the growing population in the future require more tea Hadi. 
tional wells can be added tothe plant at a trifling cost. With the 
machinery now under construction the water works will have a capacity 
to pump seventeen million gallons of water per day. i 
The following table shows the totals and averages of water distributed, 


and cost of delivery, for each year since the completion the of works: 



































GALLONS DISTRIBUTED. . TONS C ‘OAL CONS’D AND COST. | os 7 
Eee Ae SESS 27a Sg eMES ENS EA UNG. See Cue! Si ch Ke) 
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YEAR. 4 ae Average |,, Cost |: : | aie 

Per year. Fons, = _L.bs.| per Cost. poo 

| per day. ton. ce aa 
sat if Ef \- AR AL ee Le \ eee os ae 
eu Oiar comeratwcsanneinn snot oceasanmnbawerents | 92,520,060 | 502,829) 258 700/35 14°31 ,503 88; 182 5943 
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OTN tac osg casa? tex Meigen ac een 353,248,899 967,808! 1.394 1,391! 3 57) 4.986 4A; 126.6399 
PSOne asia trewae noun se eeee cna moeeoae ees 351,852,250) O41 345) 1,029 986) 2 88; 2,965 59: 170.8861 
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MUNICIPAL HISTORY. 7 D145 
The Dayton postotiice was es Wh ae in 1804 or 1805. Benjamin Van 


Cleve being then appointed ee ee a ofiice in his residence 
on the southeast corner of First and St. Clair, and held the position until 
his death, in 1821. Ife was suceceded by George S. Houston, who re- 
mained in nk until his death, in 1831. 

From 1831 to 1843 David Cathcart was postmaster, when James 
Brooks for six months served, by exeeutive appointment. During the 
latter part of 1843 Thomas Blair sueceeded Brooks, and in the spring of 
1845 1. W. McCorkle, subsequently a member of Congress froma Califor- 
nia, and for some years a prominent feure in the stormy ee of the 
Pacific slope, was appointed and held the office until the appointment by 
President Taylor of General Adam Speice, a veteran of the Mexican 
Wear, in’ 1849, 

General Speice, was displaced, in 1808, by Polk, and Colonel E. A. 
King succeeded him, remaining in office until another change of National 
politics gave the place, in 1861, to Wilham I. Comly. 

In 1868, Major W. M. Green succeeded Comly, and in 1875 Colonel 
Fielding Loury sueceeded him, the latter giving place, in 1882, to A. D. 
Wilt, whom W..H. Gillespie succeeded in 1886. Lewis J. Judson, the 
present incumbent, was appointed by President Harrison August 17, 1889. 

The migrations of the postoflice during the last forty-five years have 
been as follows: From the south side of Third Street, between Main and 
Jefferson, to a building one square further east; from thence, about the 
beginning of the war, to the northwest corner of Third and Jefferson, 
under:the Beclsel House, now oveupied by the Third National Bank; 
under Major Greene’s administration, from the Beckel House corner to 
the southwest corner of Fourth and Jefferson; and in 1884, during the 
tenm of A. DD. Walt, trom Fourth aud Jedlerson to the northeast corner 
of Fifth and Main. 

Below is presented a statement of the business during 1888 

, RNECHIPYTS. 


Postage stamps, postage due stamps, stamped envelopes, letter sheet envelopes 


ENGL, pO Shaul Gear OLSSON Gls ies as se We Acces we Es hina nde cPin cus Ob ni Gv ela ub uadisiaude ns co ease sae . $89,788 37 
Speciahdell wenw Stan PSySOl ie peo tik Peak soe en tinob vocltanionsvusbevees anccaaeva clrawhiess coeeesns 286 70 
Newspaper and pentod iCal sSba maps SOU es trnc men sceenticcotsnotbscscuce Mevmeaceetcstis scenes ssceckeat 4,503 20 
Pees off MONEY OlMersaNGd WOStal MOLCS ISS WESC ise. ces.csses00. eeuncens cocoseats -adedesns sueenaees 1,858 45 
PSG reig OMNES ao iae acetate aed Beata eee taupiacser telson Coceue comets lanian ise emeccclees occ venvaedes sueciacotewcserence cus 424 30 
NWASHe papel PSA Les trscacks wuspesntgnsl ness cots, 'a Setaicctasnc sakes: wee Beeame nc ureca sans oac7 oe seieciolee com RE Me sta 20 86 

MOP AL PTORC OLS ied sccpierk aapediioscs kscsinverteweee Gesent SB SIIetMeeaeh eeCaaca ee accnsskdcoomie-oe Ge emma geo $96,357 08 


EXPENSES. 


Postmaster’s salary.... ....... RG NGM Cs NCR EM NS CRM SER Ts atec Cat anie cits ctnale ala’ tidlowvaivondwa¥almvarvanese venice $3,200 00 
Assistant postmaster and ten Cre MIS aOR NO enone cc licencctnsigveaccesuranoonontsinnisauuaeavsicevaescec, >) SAMO eLG 
LOW CMS MEOMe MECC CATBIETS Same Sees cenipeniy derldcnae aiden a'soecsety Aswaceeloa aaleVs'soet aasnueicscavwseeen cess 14,992 36 
ODPOS BUMS tre eluate GES VIERA PIES ii ic csneie ce anceccsvsnenceansccvecteuads secengarecsstessvesvnias 101 $ 
FO SCH Le Ore VIN ORS RIE OMA OS nat cose, wae cnonndiceddewsas occerevsdssesssnvveced veanatgonueeenvees 265 12 





Total amount paid to employees... Aiea tenap acuWh anny ethane suai ckenmsonsence.s Guns eke $29,008 74 
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Rent, heatand MWeht........ Mica Hee ei eaae was HASTA acne edn aes ReMsegee bata tucks ete sdimiclee 3.267 B2 
Office UMNELCONGAl CX POMSES i sc.c ccnucesscens bia RES Rn DNR ae POE IME Bae ae ect ce aiek Ree 86 62 
Letter carricrs’ incidental! expenses te assoc se batiaMe win te cae Keauic' eu wateitcte tee RA TO A pee 1,007 47 

OLA eRMENCESto.0.) s. Be dete Gein eRe MRC eics SHE tesarc desea pe ulnmslscete ica z ances cates isis teeta $33,370 15 
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GMC POSEAl MOTES TSSUCAS sods scaeatgueene AA ane Hoe A eM Ree aca, acuta acart Nt Leg tener aa 13.088 91) 
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ocaldetters colldchede. tg ee) eee Shae aaseeee Pee sera Mep ace Ac Lee te ae seated 282,341 
Mail letters collecteds........... .... ShBe aut ea ites eiailebieiss ae ier te ad LAO A A Gielen sea te ail: 1; 774 
Logal posts tal Cards COMOClCU ee ian s clic ee. s ts eu Oese wel ue SNe Oca Re Pees eee ete eca save wen: 221,435 
Mail postal: cards CoMmected crus. caatesteen sue reu oaks vane saint psikee Us BARRE Aates lame ekuine’s « 4007911 
Newspapers, circulars, and ail printed maver collected....... Bee aanie Beets BisiacOt Sivas 12 
Newspapers, cl lars, Pail pri { lle 1 G pue 
Total number of pieces handied by carriers... ce eee emeceiaaas Basted tcihiel gee : 8,7 7009106 
Total number of pieces he ndved per waRimlers ccs... BoM AI AISA SNR tS Vl a Ree ne aeen "418,650 
SPECIAL DELIVERY BUSINESS. 
Number of letters and parcels delivered by special Messenger... cc... eeee es sitedamenite 3,314 
MAILING DEPARTMENT. 
First-class mutter (letters and pos al cards) originating at Dayton ......:....... 0 J... 4,065,576 
Second-class matter (newspapers and periodic als to reoular subscribers ) pounds 450,320 
GUTS DELI Vie LALO Menara een teec ee Sens acer Nae wy cteee si cwic el! whindmatainuee cence en's pieces 3,152 240 
Third and fourth-class matter, circulars, tra sient newspapers, printed matter, 
merchandise, etc, originating eos) estSN71 C0 OSU oa ae RE EU Racaerse: 2,214,498 
Number of letters and postal cards received from railway postottice routes and 
OUNER PUStOMees TOL. MSeryOU OR 2d VEISP AUC. ccc Mee selqsuccee: CU, Gewutdivem tain, semis 3,d48,65 9° 
Number of packages of papers and merchandise received from ra iw ay postofiice 
routes and other postofiices tor @istribution and Wispateh...... cc cee Sal sadiiteass 2,947,173 
‘Total nuimber ot pieces handled...:......... 0... we eee Packing ult sniosee he someting gate ctiede 15,758, 124 
Number of pouches dispatched ........... aH Medes esi e amen Meat oe Brae ashen. saath Se ne 17,318 
Nuiober of tie sacks ce liar Soa PRN ca SEN Fae me iccining, Varublesseenineetrictinaseauaboee Seseotiks 52,208 . 
Number of pouches received ........... eee tec RAE ores Cras nvigivisk Sieisaiar falc oils) Saver cs Commas aban ane 16,899 
Nua berOn tOiSACK S TOCe iy e Chen aca wea, Mepis tdeerursey Sad staat, lomiati tal ean 6 craiaieiasysiaielayaTwalGuinpbt See Sas 32,8 3 
Potal numibe riOf MOUCMES AIG: Ce SACKS MAMAS pacecena coe. sienewelt aston avvaeseneeians = 118,75 
MBM nena Saal CIN ak UREN CHEMIE Wie sata we, sates ae eek toes ate eue ke burs pieaeRe mateans Sia natn (pv elects scu plasm scan winner sarees tm 
Manitranmssarnt vine (lady osc csawencesenetenn Sea heater yet ist Gebdguaceiastinstle Vessel casei aeetaeels 21 
Wotal IMCOME. OL, OFCS) I WSST. seen csnwuiesenes data terete Ue aeweninie we ecu Watnak Katee mAs OSaeseee yeleees $79,018 49 
Oth URSGuIiG OLVOMICa MN LOSS ce, ccuweuuewasante ee Rene PEON ORE ASAE A AUCIAR Samui ecetue svemca bac MODEM renee 
Net income of offiee in ISS7................. RR eae cere ISRO Rs ORC te eeu Rrawemmneat: FOSOL 60 
ING URICOIRENG OI OME C RO AIO AIRS Baran solanch exanten vee atueineNerary cif shies we seswaidcaviva cu ssanienisdeeaarnns compat GZ, 086 93 
































oH ait F oT pads Viee ne foe et vbr 4 heer Pe) Poe eee hs 


i art 
ee ee 


eye 





ual d oe sede reas wnt <p ERNE ‘Sew fy eke ved 

tk Wie ee te Stake! Subhas hee ae = Hea 

a - ——— 4 ' a 

Tire | ‘wi tigaite ; sel divite' pb iNdaihiton an Wd Ween din otc wy tte Ai eT 
F / i ae : Nae ty 


Ea ag a) Oe At aN 





on ¥ ie pie . . aed‘ ath ie TTY aLAE Faeries OS he! | 
ar ves ; io ee ? ay bea Ye 
; . 
Sade | We ies LeowWoubas ovate Lap dalaes hee Deals bp eres) 28 é 
| LR A FI 
a YY 
bes 7 alr 
His 
| 
d) 
vA iis 5 
soe Maka wan le Sn em F 
\ 
a) ' ‘ _ s 
= aA i 
, byelied’s ake eu 
oa ; 
(Le Wotan ote , . . 
= ae » i . oie 


LEU TER UROL pa Ree 





> 
he hele Ope ae 


eee 





ee ie OVATE iF 


LENSES aR ates Bab ojusten 





a CAR ere 
\ re u } i 
iy is ta wen ce ember? 44 r 
LRT 
a ' AY ‘ . , 
haf a4 2 ve eC PEN, 
PLL ie a ; 4h. 
. rh f ; ; FP ea nee 
bike d . rr 
Pi wie Finnie ans So hie ia a 
SGT ey twee en ap + ne meh a eee wwe Hg hada herd 
EUPD Retr kg CaN tee a ENN «atime cove can enga.) ERAS de DEE Cee 
Wiad | i varus ch wae rg RA NCE ESTE LErde hh ol SAKA q i if 





et ACES Eek ol PL at ef ud Ate isu ae 
eine Roch habs cheese ts Beukes, becaa dis fea Lanta Devs tace Phi eliotn bases ance ted Pay igi. 





behest > Pees Paper He 
Pac Lis ‘Phe uff Wit he i on iv yin 
3 tall A 4 spt}. 1 aus ea gral Ta =the’ LS he edewo ae Sele A AL by if 
pet dini bona | Rat bes tg ‘att tabieniend # Eran PI I sian Anes boat i sagt 
Sih itSs sabes a bo opsie hdaaa dor coaoaie Blas. ae oats Kit |. oe: ed Oe 
(ty -ERWeRAY gail ieee He bya eS te, 4 ite. weenie 
“, ‘bits vedgy | shavicaiweuga™ r oe ih ig Hsvipe tly fs 8 "ihe nhried vitae ay 

Siittoarccy waa han cy) ver! bi by bony. ie emer elo ie Pata 6 nh hy ay ea 
coe ied ry Fas Weean treme bites ik i 





= = 








ats 





fiik. FS ator juris hod 


A ry 1 mm i eae Oa 


Wh Fase! ban thesia watins nia wayice wr eeres ANIMA Bre Sane ht: Reine ete 
oe reg Teweed es Pes Seeaey sehr tipne nn metas ihe p mic ay ae 4 
aan i Feed ebvver |\ caraaks ye eetaee Be CEG a ena Kase lane «' 
semaiid a PUA eRe s saree ko pk t ld bien 
if achaw das me ta vow FY ees, | day sh onieain aaa 





- , 4 
y 2 


5 a See : ¥ on Ue af : iy 7 
bs AE. ee ee ee tanga aa bt ee eey aden beri es jae 
a ixesow | mi, 7. tA9y Serer eg tena ye 
P i Pt ee ee eh | 


\" WO heh ba i Ae oF & HST Pe © a - i eye j bs 
. vases: 14a cee th eae ve eee rE PUIAY PL On beara en Pav ae PR Ps Cl od ted Vou; 







woaaded 





kok he 05, 0h ew WV Mie wie iy 












ae 
i ae, 
= oy 
+e 
af ; 
| 
- . so! 3% 1s 
N ‘ f 
, he Wer 
wild i afer 0 Ih ri i y 
ti : \ MT a, 
. ¢ a te | 





eh A 8 Noe Se at 








agin? 








= Sewn 
a tat PRS amore epecns cman: 


eee ee 


PEERY T PTET Pee ep mR Taal Ree mame ase 


POW rpeee eee: 
PERVERT SIO Rename ee Sp em 





EEE ER AT EN ETT IT ER IE ES RAT CE EE NEN EIR SE DORE RT EIEN I NEOTE ANT EOTRO TPOD PAIR AE AON A AR NR NE Ie BON FA LO TA a 


CHAP TI XLT. 


Educational—Harly School Leyislation—Great Tuterest in Public Schools 1835-1838—Dayton 
Academy—lLancasterian Scbool—Early Private Schools—Trancis Glass—Milo G. Wil- 
liams—-E. KH. Barney—-Dayton Public Schools—German Schocls— Night Schools— 
Colored Schools—Instruction in Musie—Uigh School—School Law of 18°3—Superin- 
tendent of Instruction— Intermediate Sehool— Normal School— Penmanship and 
Drawing—Night Industrial School—Comparative Statement—Public Libraries—FVirst 
Library Incorporated in Ohic-——Dayton Lyceum— Mechanics’ Institute—Dayton Library 
Association — Dayton Public School Library—Cooper Female Seminary—Mmanuel 
Parocbial Schocl—St. Joseph’s Parochial School—St. Mary’s Parochial School—Holy 





Trinity Parochial Schoo!—Ifoly Rosary Parochial Schcol--St. Mary’s Institute —Deaver 
Collegiate Inatitute—Miss Anna L, J. Arnold’s Select School jor Girls—John Truesdsll’s 
Union Biblical Seminary. 





Select School for Boys-—-Miami Commercial College 


MIE celebrated ordinance of 1787, so potent in molding the thought 
a and institutions of Ohio, provided’ that “religion, morality, and 
knowledge being necessary to good government and the ‘happiness of 
mankind, schools and the means of instruction shall forever be encour- 
aged,” and the first constitution of Ohio declared that this shall be done 
by “legislative provision.” In the ordinance of 1785, regulating thé sale 
of lands in the West, Section Number 16 of every township was reserved 
‘“‘for the maintenance of public schools within the said township.” While 
the declaration of the ordinance and the constitution, and the muntfcent 
provision of land, owing to the then small value of the land and the com- 
parative poverty of the people, remained for a long time inoperative, they 
were the germs. out of which time and favorable circumstances were only 


needed to develop our splendid free school system. It was not until 1825 


‘that the first act establishing free schools was passed by the legislature. A 


citizen of Dayton, Judge George B. Ilolt, was a member of the legislature 
that year, and was an earnest and active advocate of the measure. The 
tax levied was but one mill on the dollar, and being inadequate resulted 
in little immediate good. It was, however, an important step in advanee, 
for it established the principle of direct taxation for the support of schools. 
JIow insignificant the sum realized was will appear from two faects.taken 
at random from the books of the auditor of Montgomery County. In 
1829 the total amount for school purposes apportioned to Dayton Town- 


ship, at that time embracing a very large territory, was one hundred and 


u 


thirty-three dollars. In 1833 the school fund for Montgomery County 
was only eighteen Lundred and sixty-five dollars. 
iy 217 
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ion 1835 1 to 1838 occurred in Ohio a wide-spread and intense 
interest on the subject of publie school education analogous to a revival 
of region, Conventions were held and addresses made on the subject of 
education in every part of the State. Samuel Lewis was elected the first 
superintendent of instruction, and the Rev. Calvin I. Stowe, D. D., was 
seut by the legislature to Germany to investigate and report on the 
system of public education in Prussia. An elaborate report was made by 
Dr. Stowe to the legislature, which was printed, widely circulated, and 
made a profound trapression on the publie mind. 

A. memorable convention was held in Dayton in August, 1836, in the 
interest of free schools, the proceedings of which were published in full in 
the Dayton veered A committee of arrangements was appointed; 
consisting of I. E. Barney, R. C. Carter, R. C. Schenck, George B. Holt, 
and Milo G. W eee Delegates were present from Cincinnati, Dayton, 
Oxford, Springfield, Hamilton, Lebanon, Middletown, and Franklin, and 


‘visitors from Bellville, New Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan. Rev. . Allen 


was elected president and D. A. Haynes secretary...The convention 


remained in session three days. Able addresses were made by, Rey. W. 
H. McGuficy, D. D., a man of remarkable ability as a speaker and. after- 
vards the compiler of the famous readers that bore his name, and Dr. 
Harrison, an eloquent and distinguished professor in the Cincinnati 
Medical College. The discussions took a wide range and were parti, 
cipated in by some of the most distingnished educators in the State. 
What advanced views were held may be learned from the resolutions 
adopted which favored the estabhshment of normal schools that teaching 
might become a profession; the introduction in the schools of the studies 
of geology and physiology; and the publication of a periodica 1 to be called 
the Teachers’ Magazine. } : 3 : 
~The Dayton Journal, at that time edited by R. N. and W. F. Comly, 
warmly and ably advocated the cause of public schools, and freely opened 
its columns to the discussion of the subject. But how inadequate the 
school fund was as late as 1837 to support free schools appears from a 


statement in the Journal that the taxes available that year for school 
purposes in Dayton amounted to only eight hundred and eight dollars 


and forty cents. It was the remarkable popular uprising in favor of free 
schools, that extended throughout the State that insured the passage 
of the school law of 1838 which rendered an efficient school system 
possible. 

- But while the time for free schools had to wait for the development 
of the country, the pioneer citizens of Dayton were not inseusible to the 
value of education for their children. As early as 1799 a school was 
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taught in a block house located near the river bank, at the head of Main 
Street, which had been built for protection against Indians. Benjamin 
Van Cleve, so prominent in the early history of Dayton, was the teacher, 
and the school was continued through parts of the years 1799 and 1800. 
It is probable that Dayton was at no time without a school, but the names 
of only a few of the teachers have come down to us. Cornelius Westfall, 
a Kentuckian, opened a school in the fall of 1804 and taught a year in a 
eabin on Main Street, south of First. Ele was sueceeded in 1805 by 
Chauncey Whiting, of Pennsylvania. 

Fortunately the records of the old Dayton Academy were carefully 
preserved by the late John W. Van Cleve, and have been deposited in 
the Public Library! From this source we may trace’ the history of that 
institution.; .In 1807 an act incorporating the Dayton Academy was 
obtained from the legislature. The incorporators were James Welsh, 
Daniel C. Cooper, William McClure, David Reid, Benjamin Van Cleve 
George F. Tennery, John Folkerth, and James Hanna. In 1808 the 
trustees erected by subscription a substantial two-story brick school- 
house on the lot lying north of and adjoining the Park Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. D. ©. Cooper, the proprietor of the town site, a man of large 
and liberal views, donated, in addition to his subscription, two lots and a bell. 

William M. Srnith, afterward for many years a prominent citizen of 
Dayton, was the first teacher employed. In his contract with the trustees 
he proposed to teach “reading 


o, writing, arithmetic, the classics, and the 
sciences.” ‘Training in elocution was made prominent, one of the rules 
of the school requiring that “for the improvement of the boys in ira 
speaking a certain number, previously appointed by the teacher, shall < 

every public examination pronounce orations and dialogues in prose A 
verse, to be selected or approved by the teacher, and familiar pieces shall 
be recited in the presence of the teacher by all boys in rotation who can 
read with facility, every Saturday morning.” In 1815 Mr. Smith had for 
an assistant Rev. James’ B. Findley, who afterward became a distinguished 
Methodist preacher. Mr. Snuth continued principal of the Academy 
for many years, and was succeeded by Gideon McMillan, a graduate of 


-the University of Glasgow. If we may credit the claims made by Me- 


Millan, in bis advertisements, he must have been an accomplished scholar, 
as he offers to teach both the ancient and modern languages. 

In 1820 the Laneasterian, or “mutual instruction” system of educa- 
tion, was exciting great interest. Joseph Lancaster, an Tnelishman, 
deeply impressed with the advantages of the system, which had been 
introduced into England from India by Dr. Bell, in 1789 opened a school 
for poor children in Southwork. he success was great and liberal con- 
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tributions poured in to enable him to extend the schools to other places. 


a 


> 


Dr. Bell now appeared, claimed the system as his own, and being 
churchman and having the support of the clergy, supplanted Lancaster, 
who was a Quaker. Lancaster, disheartened, emigrated to the U ited 
States in 1818 and soon sueceeded in awakening a wide-spread interest in 
his methods, and Lancasterian schools sprang up in every part of the 
country. The system no doubt was characterized by some valuable 
prine?ples, which have been embodied in present methods of instruction. 
It was Pinde that by promoting scholars in each class to the position of 
monitors or instructors on the ground of good. scholarship and conduet, 
one teacher, who only needed to act as general supervisor, might control 
and instruct five hundred scholars, thus saving great expense. Corporal 
punishment was, mever resorted to, and tickets of merit to be given or 
withdrawn were the sole reward or punishment for scholarship or con- 
duct. No public exammations were held: and pupils were expected to be 
soverned. only bya sense of honor, The high hopes, excited, by the 
Lancasterian system of education, its genera] adoption in the towns and 
cities of the United States, and its entire abandonment, is an interesting 
episode in school history, and may serve to moderate our enthusiasm for 
new methads of instruction until thoroughly tested by experience. | 

Sharing in the general feeling 1 favor of the Lancasterian methods 
of instruction, the trustees of the Dayton Academy determined to intro- 
duce it in,that institution. The trustees at that time were Joseph H. 
Crane, Aaron Baker, William M. Smith, George 8. Houston, and David 
Lindsly. It was necessary to erect a building specially adapted to the 
purpose. The house was built of brick on the north side of the academy 
and consisted of a single rooin, sixty-two feet long and CER bie feet 
wide. The floor was of brick and the house was heated by “convolving 
flues” underneath the foor. The walls were thickly hung with printed 
lesson cards, before which the classes were marched to recite under mon- 
itors selected from their own number as a reward for meritorious conduct 
and scholarship. lor the youngest scholars a long, narrow desk, thickly 
covered with white sand, was provided, on which, with wooden pencils, 
they copied and learned the letters of the alphabet from cards-hung up 
before them : 

The school was opened in the fall of 1820. 

A few of the rules adopted for the government of the school may 
illustrate some of the peculiarities of the system: 

«he moval and literary instruction of the pupils entered at the 
Dayton Lancasterian Academy will be studiously, diligently, and temper- 
ately attended to. 
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eThey watt be ‘taught to spell wha ead diet Pevaivaly sind at ti niothys 
agreeably to the rules aid down in Valle er’s Dictionary; and in order ‘to 
do that correctly they will be made conversant with the first rules of 
grammar. ‘The senior class will be required to give a complete gram- 
matical analysis of the words as they proceed. 

They wil be required to write with freedom all the different hands 
now in-use, on the latest and most approved plan of proportion and 
distance. 

“There will be no pubhe examinations at particular seasons; in a 
Hhaneasterian school every day being an examination day, at which all 
who have leisure are invited to attend.” 

In 1821 the trustees adopted the following resolution, which would 
hardly aceord with present ideas of the jurisdiction of boards of education 
or the authority of teachers: : 

“Resolved, That any scholar attending the Lancasterian schoo! who 
may be found playing ball on the Sabbath, or resorting to the woods or 
commons on that day for sport, shall forfeit any badge of merit he may 
have obtained, and twenty-five tickets; and if the offense appears ag- 
gravated, shall be further degraded, as the tutor shall think prope ‘and 
necessary; and that this resolution be read in school every Friday 
previous to the dismission of the scholars.” 

Gideon MeMillan, who had previously been employed in the academy, 
and who claimed to be an expert, having taught in a Laneasterian schoo! 
in Europe, was appointed the first principal. In 1822 he was sueceeded 
by Captain John MeMullin, who eame with high recommendations from 
Lexington, Virginia. “In connection with the school while under his 
charge occurred in 18238 a unique Fourth of July celebration. A pro- 
cession, composed of the clergy of the town, the trustees, the teachers, 
and two hundred scholars, marched from the school to the Presbyterian 
ehureh, where the Declaration of Independence was read by Henry 
Bacon, and a sermon delivered by Rev. N. M. Hinkle. It seems that 
Captain McMullin had served as a soldier, for the Watchman, in a notice 
of the celebration, says: “Captain John McMulhin appeared as much in 
the service of his country when marching at the head of the Laneasterian 
school as when formerly leading his company to battle’, Captain Me- 


Mullin was succeeded in the school by James IL. Mitchell, a graduate of 


Yale College, who taught for several years, but after a fair trial discon-_ 
tinued the Lancasterian methods. Mr. Mitehell afterwards followed the 
profession of civil engineer and was a highly esteemed citizen of 
Dayton for many years. 

In 1833 the academy property was ‘sold and a new building erected 
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on lots purchased on the southwest corner of Fourth i Wi ilkinson 
streets. At this time the trustees were Aaron Baker, Job .TIaines, 
Obadiah B. Conover, James Steele, and John W. Van Cleve. Mr. EK. i 
Barney, a graduate of Union College, New York, was clected principal 
in 1834, and remained at the head of the sehool until 1839 when he 
retired and engaged in business. Mr. Barney was a remarkable teacher 
and man, and fuller notice of him will be given. By the introduction of 
the analytical methods of instruction he exerted an important influence 
on our public schools. Teachers educated by him carried these methods 
into the schools in advance of most places in the West and gave them in 
their early history a high reputation. 

In 1840 a school was taught in the academy building by Mr. Collins 
Wight. In 1844 the trustees placed the acne in Aas of Myr: Milo 
G. Willams, a teacher of large experience and reputation, who remained 
unl 1350 when Ihe removed from the city. By this time the public 
schools had been sucécessfully established and a Ingh school organized. 
Lhe: trustees, believing that a separate academy was no longer needed, 
after obtaining authority from the legislature, deeded the property to the 
city board of education. 

Numerous advertisements of schools taught outside of the academy 
appear in the Dayton papers between 1815 and 1834. Mention may be 
made of a few of the most prominent. In 1815 Mrs. Dionecia Sullivan 
opened a school for girls, in which were taught reading, writing, sewing, 
lettering with the needle, and painting. Mrs. Sullivan and her husband, 
William Sullivan, were prominent and influential in the carly history 
of the Methodist Chureh in Dayton, and were highly esteemed. In 
Wezo Francis, Glass, A. MP che author of a “tnife of Washington” im 
Latin, opened « school for instruction in the ordinary Englsh branches 
mathematics, the classics, and modern languages. Mr. Glass was so 
remarkable as to deserve a more extended notice, which will be given on 


a future page. In 1829 Edmund Harrison, a competent and successful 


teacher, taught what he called the Inductive Academy in a building which 
he erected for the purpose. “Mr. Tlarrison was followed by Norman 
Fenn, who for several years was 4 popular teacher. In 1832 Miss Maria 
Harrison, a daughter of Edmund Iarrison, an accomplished woman, 
taught a school for young ladies, In 183i 7. J.-S. Smith, afterwards an 
eminent member of the Dayton bar, taught a school for boys in the 
stone building on Main Street, known as the old Bank build ing. 

To illustrate how soon new ideas penetrated the West it may be 
mentioned that Dr. and Mrs. Foster in 1829 advertised a school to be 
conducted on the method of Pestalozzi. | 
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Advertisements of SINGINL S¢ ae 
quently. The flaming advertisement of D. Easton, teacher of penmanship 
j ) Pp, 

£ 

J 


o 
e 


and is schools appear fre- 


recalls the day before the invention of ste al pens, when no small part of 
the time of the teacher was consumed in making and mending quill pens. 
He offers to teach “the round ranning hand, the ornamental Italian 
hand, the waving hand, the swift angular running hand without ruling, 
and various others, both plain and ornamental, and will also give lessous 
In making quill pens.” 

If we may believe that the teachers were competent to teach what 
they professed in their advertisements there was no branch of study from 
the simplest rudiments to Hebrew that was beyond the reach of the 
pupils of Dayton at that early day. | 

A few of the carly Dayton teachers are worthy of special notice 


Francis Glass, A. M., who taught here in 1823-1824, was born in London- 


derry, Ireland,.in 1790, and came‘ with Ins parents to America when he 
was eight years old. His father was engaged as a teacher at Mount Airy 
College, Philadelphia, where he remained until his death. Francis Glass 
was educated at the University of Peunsylvania, where he graduated in 
his nineteenth year. le married young, and, pressed by the wants of a 

increasing family, he emigrated in 1817 to Ohio in the hope of Sects 
his fortunes. Better adapted to a professor’s chair in a college than to 
the rude schoolhouses of the West, he’ met with no great suceess as a 
teacher. Ile removed from place to place, teaching the first school tanght 
in Clinton County, Ohio, and having schools at various times in Warren, 
Miami, and hirpanednieky counties. There is something pathetic in the 
story of this enthusiastic and guileless scholar, who, amid the hardships 
of pioneer life and the bitter privations of poverty, never for a moment 
lost™mterestin“classical study. Mry' 37) Po Reynolds one of his ae 
who was instrumental in securing the publication of the “Life of Was 

ington’? in Latin, im an ‘itroduction to that work) ‘gives a sites 
description of a pioneer schoolhouse and of its teacher, Francis Glass. 
Wishing to pursue classical studies, and laying heard of Glass as a 
competent teacher, Mr. Reynolds sought Jum out. Ie says: “The school- 
house now. rises fresh in my memory. The building was a log cabin 
with a clap-board roof, but indifferently hehted—all the heht of heaven 
found in this cabin came throngh apertures made ou each side of the 


logs, and then were covered with oiled paper to keep out the cold air, 


while they admitted the dim rays. The seats or benches were of hewn 
timber, resting on upright posts placed in the ground to keep them from 
being overturned by the mischievous urchins who sat on them. In the. 
center was 4 large stove, between which and the back part of the building 
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stood a small desk, without lock or key, made of rough plank, over which 
a plane had never passed, and behind this desk sat Professor Glass when 
T entered his school. There might have been forty scholars present, 
twenty-five of whom were engaged in spelling, reading, and writing, a 
few in arithmetic, a small class in hed sh grammar, and a half dozen hke 
myself had joined the school for the benefit of his instructions in Greek 
and Latin. The moment that he learned that my intention was to pursue — 
the study of the languages with him his whole soul appeared to beam 
from his countenance. We conmmenced in a strain which in another 
would have appeared pedantic, but which, in fact, was far from being so 
with him. 

“The following imperfect sketch drawn entirely from memory may 
serve to give some idea of his peculiar manner: ‘ Welcome to the shrine 
of the muses, my young friend, Salve! Xaipe? The temple of the Delphian 


vi 


god was originally a laurel hat, and the muses deign to dwell accordingly, 
even in my rustic abode. Non humilem domum fastidiunt umbrosamve 
ripam. ” Mr. keynolds gives more to the same effect, but this may suflice. 
It was Glass’ great ambition to write and publish a “Life of Wash- 
meoton “T° Uatin, and wien. Mr. Reynolds .met him he had nearly 
completed the work. Mr. Reynolds, who highly esteemed him, furnished 
him the means to remove to Dayton in 1823, and there the life was 
completed and the manuscript delivered to Mr. Reynolds, who agreed to 
assist him in finding a pubhsher. Lengthy proposals of publication fully 
describing the work were printed in the Cincinnati and Dayton papers, 
but without result. In the columns of the Dayton Watchman, covering 
the time of his residence here, may be found advertisements of his school. 
Shortly after his arrival this characteristic one appeared: “ The subscriber, 
having compleied the biography of Washington, which had engaged the 
greater portion of his attention and solicitude for the past two years, and 
being constrained to remain in Dayton for some months for the purpose 
of correcting the proof sheets of said work, respectfully announces that 
his school is now open for students of cither sex, who may wish to pros- 
ecute classical, mathematical, or English studies. As respects his literary | 
attainments or standing asa scholar, he refers to the faculty of arts of 
any university or college in the United States.” Proof-reading was only 
the too sanguine anticipation of the poor author, as the work was not 
published until 1835, long after is death. It would seem that school 
teaching in Dayton at that carly day was not without its annoyances, for 
in an advertisement in the Watchman he denounces the conduct of certain 
boys who had removed an out-house from his premises in the night as 
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“ungentlemanly and unsoldierly 
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Jlis friend, Mr. Reynolds, removed 
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from. Ohio and was absent for 
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several years, and during his absence 





Francis Glass died. It seems from advertisements which he was profuse 
i inserting in ue Witee ap that he struggled: manfully on with’ his 
school and as a last re esol! offered his services as a physician. With his 
inextinguishable love of the classics, shortly before his death he published 
in the Watchman a Latin ode on the death of Lord Byron, which was 
followed in succeeding numbers of the paper by translations in prose and 
verse by some of his scholars. The ode was prefaced by the following 
introduction: ‘To the academicians and scholars in the United States of 
America, especially of those who delight in literary pursuits, Francis 
Glass, A. M.. wishes much health.” 

This ae notice in the Watchman is all we know of his death: 
“Francis Glass died August 24, 1824, after an illness of about three 
weeks.” In the same column of the paper appear the unavailing pro- 
posals for the publication of the ‘ Life of Washington.” He was buried 
im the old city grave-yard, which has a ceased to be used for burial 
purposes and is now occupied by residence The remains of all unknown 
persons were removed by the city to W anid Cemetery, where he now 
sleeps in an unmarked grave. 

Jn 1835 the “ Life of Washington,” through the instrumentahty of 
Mr. Reynolds, was published by Harper Brothers. Mr. Reynolds had 
acquired considerable literary reputation as the author of a “Voyage 
Round the World im the United States Frigate Potomac” and by con- 
tributing to the Anichkerbocker jlagazine, and was able to rescue from 
oblivion the long neglected and dearly loved work of his old teacher. It 
forms an openly printed volume of two hundred and twenty-three pages. 
That such a work in Latin should have been written by a country school 
teacher remote from libraries and compelled to teach an u neraded school 
for his daily bread is certainly one of the curiosities of literature. Jmi- 
nent scholars have pronounced the style tersé and vigorous and the Latin 
classical. Jt was introduced into many schools as a text book, and the 
writer remembers its use in the Dayton Academy in 1838. It is now out 
of print and rare, but a copy may be found in the Dayton Public Library. 
We may smile at the eccentricities of Francis Glass, but we must respect 
him for his fine scholarship, his patriotism, and his kindliness of heart. 
All honor to the pioneer teacher and scholar, who in another age and 
under more favorable circumstances might have become a Casaubon ora 
Scaliger. Alhibone thought Glass worthy of a place in the “ Dictionary of 
Authors,’ and Duykinck has a lengthy notice of him in the “Oyclopedia 
of American Literature.” 

Milo G. Williams was another teacher of mark at an early day. In 


Pop: 
{ 


\ i nt fo iste uD. ai 
- > ~ hone toy ~ Boeri e “a arr 4c Ta om reat te ee 


















—a ee OO ee “= te 





aid pam “te pee hapa he inf oe at, ower Mi dill ‘ult 
wil bah 7 neuer by i ei RO burotivas ail | 
Pamtertey of nab refs Ta ehtrourke ae aN ‘: bie to iy oi ti ; 
eed oid! mm Veeh ltd VO Py cay oft ao ahaa aida: so NNN <a 


Fry 


i wey qr suortrts ube Fa TEA 1 tro atte! chitin ating pl bow 


whi ' fn Fikes yi] iy “hI [ bade rt { te ia ryt a ne [" Ht saree gry (ee anon: a 
ry i ’ ‘ 2 ¥ J 
vs uate Bobiet! drbt dkevtfouse Nina anahirwbnon od tee | 


oh A 


priecne ue ee ent di, idatiol ..cikye a a ehlae ioe af > Rok x 
B by aed ne it + role i pe ar 

1 i a Gut hoe, ‘tol et ; 4 { j 
fod i ea “onl 
ott a | 


Hayy 
Pais Met ! 
Phair a 7s 


fiers Pads 1 
































io aha Siietiatedtt (ould  checonebh “ys NS 6 green e ‘oil tae, 
hot short Wa eter, some? vd’ side se sien 


- 
- 
1 
a 
owe. 
“rn 
a 
~~ 
a 


. 
; a fs a \ . fy Hob aby re ga 
{ett nh : j +] : Eee RMET fe 


epoca’ pha out Od oyctih 
Il  t46rsied Din aril 16 AO aire! rh Baas aes tri} ye bu att ‘OVO ayine word 


2 , # i fs ek a ; is \ ; oe a 
apy miittavtaows fur Dbovhitiedk ayet ste hoe a SSA | tinea Ae ae : 
‘ . ve ' oe ees mn 5 4 
q ‘ ha2 eg ce r Li if . fa me, ¥ 
iilee yates Rove oh ery peel ae el 4 natlie ibe ab how B bynes tik T 
- , » ae f 2 u , ¢ { 
oa eed es . Foy, us hi, iba e ek ee ee is 
ewe MET GLE opie ob: Trio @ nu GD Lake. BOTTI: ORY aba yt vodgned 


hii et OEDTS fedtt +4 meade He oft) wat orha) 7 cited & tet J ' ire 1Yash aid, rol 
ind Of, Dit-2ile toyhr iyi 4 “eat State orlt fe: ouonorny anf sett etuhouoa t oth 


WA lia Aood tate 4a aleuilse quae oda haoithoudet, ax ve if lnoie ; 
pipe) fa Cit {744 Ager VE Y hadi Ls: wobeath aif wi als at | ate ee | sodhaye 
edit ideT ote, aber haga od Guat yoo « did ey id wing 


eres dein ou dol want arora No deritos ris9 oe) d9 oli 





7 


a nas To. bapa hath ail Lepr ie Ean ry sited qidetalod: i, 
hava eas GSU sasits ai ake | ssl 3 iF [its s nfo “yt nes a c 
iy "ta Peet eer » it WD: soil oS yr tdi ot a feta! ra bata i: i Jmaval bs: 
* Biel 4 oat ( rh epi it ie as 10 th kha rn niger sa | 





ed, cea wile PRO Rr ny Bis 





> ee ear ome 


a 


a 


226 ; HISTORY GF DAYTON. 


1833 he was invited by Mr. aca p hie to come to nen to take 
eharge of a manual labor school, tobe established in the large brick 
building owned by him, which until a few-years ago stood at the junction 
of Jefferson and Warren streets. Mr. Williams was to conduct the 
academic and Mr. Pruden the labor and boarding departments. The 
large building was used for the school and boarding purposes, and shops 
were erected for instruction in various mechanical trades. A large 
number of boys from Cincinnati and other places were attracted to the 
school by Mr. Wilhams’ reputation as a teacher and the school for a time 
enjoyed great popularity. Not proving a pecuniary success, it was closed 
after a few years’ trial, and Mr. Willams returned to Cincinnati to con- 
tinue his work as a teacher there. Both Mr. Williams and Mr. Prade: 
were actuated by philanthropic motives in the establishment of the school 
and deserve credit for the attempt to combine intelectual culture with 


preparation for the practical duties of life. How this may be done 1s still 


perplexing the minds of educators, and it is no discredit to them that they 
did not find the solution. The effort now being made in several cities to 
introduce manual training in our public schools is full of promise, and it 
ig hoped that in this way this desirable end may be reached. 

In 1844, by invitation of the. trustees, Mr. Williams returned to 
Dayton to take charge of the Dayton Academy, where he taught with 
great nee until 1850. . Solicited by leading members of the 
religious denomination to which he belonged, he resigned to take a 
position in a college of his church at Urbana, at which place he died 
in 1880, having reached a ripe old age. He was a gentleman of fine 
presence, admirable social qualities, and ever ready to unite with others 
in efforts for the public welfare. He was one of the founders and the 
first president of the Dayton Iibrary Association, and in many ways left 
his impress on the community. 

But perhaps the teacher who made the deepest impression on our 
system of education was Mr. I. H. Barney. Coming to Dayton in 1834 


he brought with him from New York the most advanced methods of 


teaching and introduced them here. He inspired his scholars with his 
own enthusiasm, and transformed study; from drudgery into pleasure. 
Ife procured the best apparatus for the illustration of natural science, and 
by frequent excursions to the country sought to make his pupils familiar 
with the botany and geology of the region. Composition and declama- 
tion were required studies, and a. literary society and lbrary were 
established in the school. Ile encouraged the planting of trees and 
flowers, and by every means at his comimand sought to develop a sym- 
metrical character. He was quick to notice the aptitude of pupils for 
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particular callings in’ life,.and his advice often cones an important 
influence on their after career. The discipline of the school was muild, 
but firm, and largely left to the honor of the pupils. Corporal punish- 
ment was rarely resorted to. Each morning the school was opened with 
the reading of the Scriptures and prayer. 

In 1838 when a public meeting was called to determine upon the 
building of the first public schoolhouses, Mr. Barney heartily advocated 
the measure. Jis experience and advice were freely given in. planning 
and seating the new schoolhouses, and his school furnished educated 
teachers, who carried at once the newest methods of instruction into the 
pubhe schools. Invited in 1845 to take charge of the Cooper Female 
Seminary when it was first opened, he entered on the work with the 
same ability and energy that built up the great car works of which he 
was so long the head. A large part of the older citizens of Dayton were 
his scholars in the Dayton Academy or Cooper Seminary, and recall his 
instructions with pleasure and gratitude. Mr. Barney died in 1880. 

But little is known of the early history of the Pos schools of 
Dayton. ‘The school directors of that early day kept no records of their 
proceedings; at least, none have been preserved...We-. clean from the 
newspapers the names of a few directors and teachers, and that is all. 
Before 1831 schools had been partly supported by taxation, but it was 
not until that year that the school district of Dayton was formally 
organized. . A meeting was held) at the courthouse Saturday, May 14, 
183i); and Dr. John Steele, F., fF) Carrell, and Warren seed were 
appointed directors, Edmund Ifarrison clerk, and Wilham Bomberger 
treasurer. It would appear from the following notice that the directors 
did not serve, but no explanation is given in the newspaper: 


“first District school will be opened Monday, December 5, 1831, by 
Sylvanus Hall, approved teacher, in the schoolroom on Jefferson Street, 
between Water and First streets. Public money appropiated to support it. 

“LutuEr Bruen, 

NATHANIEL WILSON, 

“Henry Van Tuy, 
“ Directors. 


2? 


Three additional rooms were soon afterwards opened in different 
parts of the city for the convenience of scholars. 

From this time until 1838 schools supported by taxation were taught 
for a few months each year in rented rooms. No public school buildings 
had been erected, and the majority of citizens sent their children to 
private schools. During this period the following persons served, 
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er ant times, as directors::. Thomas ee Walk iam. Ilart, James 
Slaght, J. Hf. Mitchell, David Osborn, Ralph P. Lowe, Simon Snyder, 
and Wilham H. oy Among the ache of this period were Mr. and 
Mrs. Leavenworth Wurd, who taught in the old academy bull ding, 
st. Clair ae I “the pubhe funds not being sufficient to sustaim this 


On 


school, one dollar per quarter was charged for each scholar. 
We have now reached the period when the pubhe schools began to 


assume the importance in the public estimation which they have ever 


since maintained. 

In 1837 Samuel Lewis was elected, by the legislature, State super- 
intendent of schools. Mr. Lewis entered upon his work with great 
enthusiasm, visiting every part of the State, and addressing the people 
at. all important points. It was one’of these addresses that led to the 
publie meeting in 1838, which resulted in the building of two. school- 
houses. Prior to that time not more than three hundred doilars in any 
one year could be raised by taxation in a school district for the purpe 
of building schoolhouses. By the law of 1858 it was provided that “a 
special meeting might be called after twenty days’ notice, stating. an 
intention to propose a schoolhouse tax, at which a majority of the voter 
present, being householders, were authorized to determine by vote upon 
the erection of a schoolhouse, and how much money should be raised for 


‘such purpose.” Legal notice was given, and a public meeting assembled 


*- 


May 7, 1888, in the courthouse. Strenuous opposition was made to the 
levy of the tax by a few wealthy citizens, but after a heated discussion 
the measure was carried by a large majority. The amount to be raised 
was fixed at six thousand dollars, and it was resolved to build two houses, 
one in the eastern and one in the western part of the city. 

General “TR. C. Schenck,.at t 


eloquent advocate of the public schools, and was warmly seconded by 


bat time arising young lawyer, was an 


Simon Snyder, to whom, as the advocate of schools and libraries and of 
every measure at that early day that tended to promote intellectual and 
moral culture, the people of Dayton are deeply indebted. 

The opposition did uot end with the meeting. It was believed that it 
could not be proved that the law had been complied with in giving notice 
of the meeting. This had been anticipated by Mr. EH. E. Barney, who 
had taken the precaution to post the notices in person, and, accompanied 
by a frend, had visited them from time to time to see that they were not 
removed, The injunction was not granted, and the houses were built on 
the sites now oceupied by the second and fourth district schoolhouses. 
The plans were taken from the Common School Journal, and embodied 
the most advanced ideas of the time on the subject of school architecture. 
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ee no records of this oan ee of OUP SG nee gers 
down to 1842 have been preserved, and we have to rely upon tradition 
and the newspapers of the day for our scauty facts. Now that the public 
school system is firmly established in popular favor and has become as 
much a part of our city institutions as the municipal government itself, it 
s difficult to realize the necessity felt by the friends of the public schools 
in their early history to devise every practical method to bring them to 
the notice of the public and inerease their popularity. On several ocea- 
sions the schools marched in procession through the streets and the pubhie 
was made to realize their magnitude and the great work they were 


v 


accomplishing. 
1n.1838 De, H. Elder, principal of one of the district schools, had. 
instructed his scholars in music on a method highly commended by the 
Journal of that, day. On the Wourth of July the school marched in 
procession, headed by a brass band, and escorted by the Blues and Grays, 
the militia companics of the town, to the Methodist church, where a 
concert was given by the school, onal was received with enthusiasm, the 
Journal saying that “if anyone can hear the appeal to his patriotism sent 
forth by the united voices of this small company in the young army of 
the republic while singing, ‘My Country. “Tis of Thee,’ without feeling 
his opposition die away and his whole heart warm towards the public 
school systema, he is made of sterner stuff than should enter the human 


composition.” ‘ 
In 1839 a public meeting was held, of which Dr. John Steele was 


‘chairman and Simon Snyder. secretary, at which it was resolved that 


the Fourth of July should be celebrated by a procession composed of the 
public, the private, and the Sunday-schools of the town, which should 
assemble at the eorner of Main and Third streets anc march to the public 
square (Library Park), where exercises were to be held and a picnic 
dinner given to the children. The parents and citizens marched on one 
side of the street and the te cachers and clildren on the other, and the 
spectacle made a deep impression on the publie mind. 

in 1856 the school year was closed with a grand pienie and exhibition 
of the public schools. The Journal gives a lengthy and enthusiastic 
de escription of the parade, saying that it was “the most beautiful and 
exhilarating scene witnessed in our streets for years.” The procession 
formed at the corner of Main and Third streets and reached to Stcele’s 
Till, and was composed of the city council, the board of education, the 
igh and district schools. Two brass bands enlivened the procession with 
music, and each school carried a beautiful silk banner, the scholars wear- 


ing rosettes. The Journal says “the procession must have contained 
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twenty-five hundred persons, including teachers, pupils, and others, and 
reached from the courthouse very near to the grove, where the exercises 
were held.” The exercises began with prayer, then the “exhibition song” 
was sung by all the pupils, conducted by Charics Sochner, the teacher of 
music, and accompanied by the German brass band. Dee and 
patriotic songs followed, and the formal exercises were concluded with an 
address by the president of the board and the delivery of diplomas to the 
eraduatinie ‘class of “that year of the high school.. After an excellent 
games of all kinds. 

The procession of 1856 made such a favorable impression on the 


picnie dinner the rest of the day was spent in 


public that it was determined to repeat it in 1859. The board of educa- 
tion appointed Henry L. Brown, Henderson Hihott, and D. A. Wareham 
a committee to make the necessary arrangements. The Journal says, in 
reference to it, “The puble schools took the town yesterday. It was a 
pleasant sight, that army of children.” The procession marched down 
Miain Street to the fair growids, headed by the Phcenix Brass Band, 
followed by Rev. D. Winters, chaplain of the day, the city council, the 
board of ed ucation, and the schools. The high school carried a beautiful 
sik national flag, and the scholars wore rosettes of red, white and blue; 
the district schools marched behind silk banners ornamented with gold 
lace, each school having a distinet color. The following mottoes were 
inscribed on the banners: ‘ Let there be light,” “Education is the main 
pillar of the Temple of Inberty,” “We are taught to love Piety, Morality, 
and Inowledge,” “ We mingle reason with pleasure and wisdom with 
truth,’ We love to learn.” Arrived’ at the grounds, after prayer, dec- 
lamations and songs were given and short addresses made by D. W. 
Iddines, the mayor of the ety; R. W. Steele, president of the board .of 
education; and isaac TH. Kiersted and [fenderson Elliott, members of the 
board. The scholars were then dismissed to enjoy a bountiful dinner from 
their well filled baskets. | 

A procession of the seven thousand youth and elildren now in our 
public schools would be a grand and inspiring spectacle, but there is no 
longer need of such a demonstration. 

Ralph P. Lowe, Simon Snyder, and William H. Brown were the direct- 
ors of the schools in 1838-1839. Mr. Lowe removed to Iowa many years 
ago, Where he held the distinguished positions of judge of the supreme 
court and governor of the State. Mr. Brown removed to Indiana, where 
he lived to a great old age, and manifested his continued interest in 
Dayton by occasionally contributing to the Dayton Journal reminiscences 
of early times here. Simon Snyder died in Springticld several years ago, 
and his remains were brought here and interred in Woodland Cemetery. 
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In 1839-1840 gale oie R. P. Bele ‘dia He ofa Brown served 
directors, and in 1840-1841 George W. Bomberger, Jeftcrson Patterson, 
and Solomon Price. Of all the prominent friends a the public schools of 
this period whose names are recorded, only a few are hving—Thomas 
Brown, K: Neand W. i Comly, and KR. Co Schenck. 

In September, 1839, the schools were opened in the new schoolhouses 
and continued yy three quarters of twelve weeks cach. Collhus Wight 
was principal of the western ‘district and’ D. Li iider “or the eastern 
district. The salary of the principals was five hundred -dollars per 
annum. In addition to the principals one male assistant and three female 

2achers were employed in each house. 

It would seem that the zeal of the directors of 1839 outran their 
discretion in keeping the schools open for so long a period. In March, 
1341, a city charter was granted to Dayton, by which the‘control of ‘the 
publte schools was eiven to the council. In the interim between the 
adoption of the city. charter and the appointment by the council of a 
board of managers of public schools as provided- for in the charter, a 
committee of the eity council] was appointed to take charge of the schools. 
This committee consisted of Henry Strickler, David Davis, and David 
Winters. Ou the records of the city council is found the first report of 
the condition of the schools which has been preserved, made June 14, 
1841. The committee say: “It was necessary to suspend the schools 
from April, 1841, to January, 1842, to enable the directors of 1841 to dis- 
charge the indebtedness Tete in 1839 by the directors of that year 
requiring the schools to be kept open the whole year, thus anticipating 
elght hundred dollars of the school fund of 1840. The schools were kept 
open in 1840 six months; then suspended until January, 1841, with a 
View of closing without indebtedness. But the great change in money 
affairs defeated the object, as the poll-tax of fifty cents a scholar could not 
be collected. The schoolhouses are now in use by the principals of the 
schools, in which they are teaching private schools. They hold them on 
condition that in each house twenty charity scholars shall be taught each 
quarter.” 3 

The city charter re the levy for school purposes in Dayton at two 
mills on, the dollar, and directed that the “school tax so levied, and all 
other funds that may be collected or accrue’ for the support of common. 
schools, shall be exclusively appropriated to defray the expenses of in- 
structors and fuel, and’ for no other. purpose whatever.” No provision 
was made for contingent expenses, Which rendered it necessary to require 
a tuition fee of fifty cents per quarter from cach scholar. Parents who 


were unable were not expected to pay. This tax was continued for several 
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years, until suitable provision was made by law for contingent expenses. 
In addition to the levy of two mills for tuition purposes, ample power 
was given to the city council to issue bonds, by vote of the people, for the 
erection of schoolhouses. 

The city charter directed “that the city couneil shall in the month{of 
January, each year, select from each ward in the city one judicious and 
competent person as a manager of common schools; the persons so 
selected shall constitute and be denominated the board of managers of 
common schools in the city of Dayton, and shall hold their offices for one 
year, and until their successors shall be chosen and qualified.” 

Phe 
but in the most important particulars it was merely the agent of the 


eneral management of the schools was committed to this board, 


¢ 
council. The power to levy taxes and issue. bonds was vested in the 
council, and the board could only recommend the amount that in its 
judgment was needed. 

Practically, however, the board exercised complete jurisdiction, as in 
no case were its recommendations disregarded. The fact that the two 
bodies cooperated for so many years without serious difference of opinion 
or conflict conclusively shows the unanimity of public sentiment in favor 
of liberal provision for the schools. : 

The first board of managers for the schools was appointed by the 
eity council in January, 1842, and was composed of the following 
members: First Ward, Ebenezer Fowler; Second Ward, Robert: W: 


Steele; Third Ward, Simon Snyder; Fourth Ward, E. W. Davies; Fifth 


Ward, Wilham J. McKinney. From a report. made to the city council 


December 12, 1842, it appears that the total amount of school fund in 
the treasury January, 1842, was two thousand, four hundred and eighty- 
two dollars aud eighty-five cents. From this had to be deducted a loss on 
uncurrent money of three hundred and seventeen dollars and thirty-five 
cents, and an indebtedness from the last year of five hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and fifty-five cents, leaving only one thousand, five hundred and 
eighty-two dollars and ninety-five cents with which ,to conduct the 
schools. 

Four schools were opened, two in the public schoolhouses and two 


“in rented rooms. Six male and ten female teachers were employed. The 


principals "were W. We Chipman, Wodl Thurber, BE. HH. Wood, and 


William Worrell. The salary of the principals was one hundred and ten 


dollars per quarter; of male assistants, eighty dollars, and of female 
teachers, fifty dollars. The board was determined to. close the year 
without debt, and the schools were continued only one quarter, one 
month and one weck, exhausting every dollar of the fund. The houses, 
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however, were not closed, the teachers continuing private scbools in them 
throughout the year. 

The text books used were .Picket’s; Spelling Bock, McGuftey’s 
Readers, Mitchel’s Geography, Colburn’s and Emerson’s Arithmetics, 
Smith’s Grammar, and Parley’s Book of History. The board adopted 
a resolution requesting the teachers to read a portion of the Bible each 
morning at the opening of the schools. ‘This custom has been continued 
in the schools until the present time. In the revised rules adopted by the 
board in 1874 the following section was passed without opposition and 
remains in force: ‘“ The schools shall be opened in-the morning with 
reading of the Sacred Scriptures without comment and repeating the 
Lord’s Prayer, if desired.” 
guration of the public school 


re) 


It was an inauspicious time for the inau 
system, and it was only the appreciation by the mass of the people of the 
great value of the schools and their indispensableness in a free government 
that carried them triumphantly through the difficulties with which they 
were environed. The country. had not yet recovered from the reaction 
which followed the wild speculations of 1837, and which prostrated the 
business of the entire country. It was a period of depreciated currency, 
of broken banks and unpaid taxes. The sum realized from the fifty cent 
tuition charge, which it was hoped would in some measure supplement 
the deficiency in the treasury from other sources, amounted in 1842 to 
only one hundred and sixty-two dollars and forty-eight cents: No taxes, 
however, were so cheerfully paid as those for the support of schools, and 
the board was cheered in this day of small things by the cordial suppert 
of the people. 

In 1843 the schools were open for six months, and the year closed 
without debt. ‘The time was lengthened as the funds would justify until 
in 1849 the full school year was reached. say 

In 1841 the legislature passed a special act directing that a German 
schoo! should be opened in Dayton, to be supported by the school tax paid 
by German citizens. his law, false in principle, and calling for an 
impracticable division of the school fund, was evidently enacted without 
due consideration. It remained a dead letter and no attempt was made 
to teach German until 1844, when the board was authorized by law to 
introduce instruction in German on the same basis as other studies. In 
that year a German school was opened, with William Gemein for teacher. 
Since that time German instruction has been’ a constituent part of our 
school system and has increased proportionally with the Hnglish, as the 
wants of the German population required. In the German schools one 
half the time is given to instruction in English. 
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itis 1845 a night oe for instruction in the ordinary Enelish 
branches was opened to meet the wants of apprentices and others who 
were unable to attend the day s schools. For many y years night schools 
were kept open during the winter months, in different parts of the city, 
with apparently excellent results until 1888, when they were discontinucd 
for want of sufficient patronage. : 

Until 1849 no provision was made by law for the education of 
colored youth, who were excluded from the publie schools, By the school 
law of 1849 school authorities were authorized to establish separate 
school districts for colored persons, to be managed by directors to be 


chosen by adult male colored tax-payers. The property of colored tax- 


payers was alone chargeable for the support of these schools. . Under this 
law a school was opened in 1849 and continued until the school Jaw of 


1853 placed oer for colored youth on the same basis as those for 


white. Boards of education were directed, when the colored youth in 
any school district ee more than thirty, to establish a separate 
school or schools to be sustained out of the general fund. From that time 
until 1887 the colored se ee vere couducted under the management of 
the board of education, and eee youth had equal facilities of education 
extended to them with the wlnte. A ecommodious brick schoolhouse was 
erected on Fifth Street for the use of the colored graded. school, known 
as the Tenth district, and pupils prepared in it were admitted to the 
intermediate and high schools. While under the fourteenth amendment 
which became a part of the constitution of the United States in 1868, 
colored youth had the legal right to demand admission to the piiblic 
schools in the city districts in which they resided,. the right was not 
claimed by the parents of colored youth. The separate colored school 
was continued until 1887, when, as a measure of economy and of more 
efficient teaching, the board of education abolished it. Colored youth 
now attend without objection the schools in the districts in which they 
reside. | 

In 1849 music was introduced asa branch of study. For several years 
only a few hours each week were devoted to music, and instruction was 
given in the upper grades only. In April, 1849, James Turpin was elected 


uv 
) 


instructor, and served until 1853 when he resigned to enter into busiuess. 

In March, 1853, Charles Soechner was elected and served until. December, 

1858. December 2, 1858, James Turpin was reélected and served 
until 1870. 

In 1870 the board employed W. B. Mall and Miss Amanda Buvinger 

as superintendent of musie and assistant, both of whom were to devote 

their whole time to the schools, aud give mstraction in all the grades. In 
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1872, William H. Clarke was elected stiperintendent of music, and 
introduced the plan now adopted in the schools of using the teachers 
as assistants. This in some measure meets the objection that no one man 
ean do the work necessary to be done in this department. The teacher in 
each room is now responsible for the proficiency of the scholars in this as 
in the other branches of study. The aim is not simply to teach the 
scholars to sing by rote, but to give them a thorough knowledge of 
the rudiments of music. 

After the resignation of Mr. Clarke, December 12, 1872, James 
Turpin was elected superintendent, February 13, 1873, but died Novem- 
ber, 1873. Mr. Turpin was the first music teacher elected by the board, 
in 1849, and at different periods rendered many years of faithful and 
efficient service in this department. G 

F. C. Mayer was elected January 8, 1874, to succeed Mr. Turpin, and 
has been continued in the position until the present time. 

As the public schools grew in popularity, and the large majority of 
the children of all classes in the city attended them, the need of instruc- 
tion in the higher branches was more and more felt by the public. In 
1847 the board of education procured from the legislature the extension 
to Dayton of the provision of the Akron school law, granting to that 
town authority to establish a high school. In 1848 the principals of the 
schools petitioned the board for the privilege of teaching some of 


the higher branches to meet a want expressed by many of their more 


advanced pupils. In their petition they state that many of their best 
scholars are drawn from the public to private schools from:the lack of 
this instruction, and say that “we at present desire to introduce the 
elements of algebra and geometry, and perhaps physiology and natural 
philosophy.” A committee of the board reported on this petition that it 
would not be wise to introduce such instruction in the district schools, 


? 


but recommended the establishment of a high school. It was not, how- 
ever, until 1850 that decisive action was taken. On April 5, 1850, Henry 
L. Brown offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: 

“ Resolved, That this board do now establish the Central High School 
of Dayton, in which shall be taught the higher branches of an English 
education, and the German and French languages, besides thoroughly 
reviewing the studies pursued in the district schools.” 

Mr. Brown was an earnest friend of the public schools and gave a 
large amount of thought and time to their advancement. Te was for 
many years a member of the board of education, served for several years 
as its president, and rendered invaluable service to our public schools. 
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On April 15, 1850, the school was opened in the northeastern (now 
the first) district schoolhouse. James Campbell was the principal, Miss 
Mary Dickson assistant and James Turpin teacher of music. In the fall 
of 1850 the school was removed to the Academy building, the free use of 
which was granted by the trustees to the board of oidih ation. In June, 
1857, an enabling act having been obtained from the: legislature, the 
trustees of the Academy executed a deed tor the property to the board of 
education, and the same year the old building was removed and the 
present high school building erected. Thus our high school, as a school 
for higher education, may legitimately trace its history back to 1807. 
While the new house was being built the school was taught m rented 
rooms in Dick ey’s block, on Filth Street. | : 

ia curriculum of the school has been enlarged from time to time 
until if now embraces all the studies usually taught in the best city high 
Ass Latin or its equivalent German is required to be studied by all 
the pupils. Greek is also tanght to those who desire to ud for 
college, and a large number of pupils have gone from the high school to 
the best colleges in the country, and many of them have taken high rank 
in their classes. 

In 1855 Jean Barthelemy was appointed instructor in French and 
taught for several years, but comparatively so few desired to pursue that 
study that it was discontinued. 

In 1857 the total enrollment of pupils in the high school was one 
hundred and one; in 1888 four hundred and twenty-eight. The number 
of teachers in 1857 (including Mr. Campbell who gave one half his time) 
was four; in 1888 eleven. In 1857 the salary of Ae principal was one 
thousand and two hundred dollars; in 1888 two thousand dollars. The 
following persons have filled the office of principal: James Campbell, 
from 1850 to 1858; John W. Hall, from: 1858 to 1866; William Smith, 
from 1866 to 1872; Charles B. Stivers, from 1872 to the present time. 
The total number of graduates is seven hundred and twenty-three; two 
hundred and twenty young men and five hundred and three young 
women. A large majority of the teachers in our public schools are 
graduates of the Iugh school, and other graduates are filling prominent 
positions in business circles and society. To say nothing of intellectual 
and moral culture, if the material prosperity only of our city were con- 
sidered, no better expenditure of pubhe money could have been made. 

The Constitution of Ohio adopted im 1851 directed “that the legis- 
lature shall make such provision by taxation or otherwise as, with the 
income arising from the school trust fund, will secure a ‘thorough and 
efficient system of common schools throughout the State.’ . The first 


eee ba rity 


yates neuen insta ia 









































~— 


ee FY HATA bits ce oy RE, Toebive 


path Taya da foal, cae’ Wkinn y ‘ans’ PAR 
Bi ik ayn ih “pth “a Hey n't wait ll Le gers 
tip dat Gr? One a xine bait? eit pe ah at \ bo-recctan Aaa 
fainiy ik ae eet Leoeben eat ine vt soot oe A ies ie Mi 
pth}. uel aioe: WD Liat! Bwebeade awed given oy daly ‘hou | 
ei Sega ott 54 ae ech HSE  Tinigil. us “Prat diee ey ya mrs . i 4 

ie oil’ Inve oO tina, ‘elle ban ak 


wit bam bovoumiiy ea sapnbyhiniad 

ZI ceil 7 aS" | it 5 io . i> wee iy io: gout iiey eh eeaa 
rs fa ye ede ‘ hodalad a ouet) yi aridigea ‘eee 

bal ey: He POT set faigadys inl tipel: gate ait: mantan 


ae ae at ; i : the " ue a pes dott looms 
ei icalalve ee a foorlge oil) a eee TRO 


ja'ey) it ek pat: if hi. ah i ral a " 
Thee els Peel ee Te witnenis agility ote Ss gore SU, ent, 





tiled f 


(tant 4 r a a aia fe em Paste ie > ‘ var ye amie + epiete | 
DB he t { i. yin tae ig vet is at) i ba vy} ea tee FT puny {*t Cri? i Pisa q f a 


elt eHow SER e: vila eeeoehd cM jean patsy if ; fond «. 


rs ; is 
f byt fy r Fay “eR 5 at fu a hes pel pet OF eit a hol 


f iy y } . 
Chak paaee Dis Pye eS Lert ad SUD Uae ae 


Lids ‘ ie } wird cpeemyl pent? ‘to YE Lene £394 hry cube “a ek tant sanaeltoe 
erst: LESTE : wodpEiaenr | erat COW Vie Aoaeonntt Eel aie 
meat sci ade ovients wea! jriinsntos tg eh Oy, foyevsa 1g 
w bow rnteioe By FN Mi 

ho exw lGoile ie se ff atieiny ‘Poo desu tO linked ved FORE 
wih od’ aihalo--ei Mw bak bothaod! ya Cael ie ero bane 

(nit cil He bao OVR'S orker Packer 1 tf watouton » Vemh eens 

’ Ne y ‘ J . 

‘ ¥ \ ie, te mis, kl. i: ae ined : tae ¥ er 

om Biw eqploirrts ‘yuh SO eas & ay yank Aa Kievolo CBED , Oo 40s 


tt aialtab fisccogeerul Rent nore i vaselfoh bevhiut ook bora d 
ada) setind: “Par amet 1 anita oi) badd oval PAM 
if et penthit .sbabo ed Beet escort ak NW tho b acBt: “a Ge 

bueeorg old QyRT set wows At ahd: SNBL ay 203 
ovens paoTeat hates ay Bite horbwwd aovea af i aodnasts nie oid, la 
sonlt bus borhband avd bin ont gudoy pinowe Aven, 
stn. aooios otlding Hilo He woo iff To rtio} yt ogricl sib 
Juouimeony agit EE oth ealnirbers sodto bie Jdoodse dged ait bo: 
typ togliatit lo, oeilion : “ie OT. aetoos Hien’ grin bor avout tend: vk: 
NOS 19W aad To Wits ytheqaot | lniotant-oi i erate 
bau uxt otek bho yohour sting WW: vundihiroyes, talitod | 
ehgal ott nk basoauds (OST we. ‘fatyoba orl we, woheht 
oi) tha fy secrensite 10° wollemat yd wolatvony, loses ovlnast 
hag egnannit a ode {iar bunt feast Tooth oft aor) ye 
pata ot Pe oad ont socio wtineeit) ous HO: oe ote 


nor 
BSG ee 


Ifo 
alll - 


ELEMENT OLLIE A I I A RN a Re age 





Ae PEELE TT RTE LN SOTO TET AIL NI LTP HT STIRS ENS PAH RCE AS OR SOIR te Eee eT arereEm ny fe 


EDUCATIONAL. O37. 


legislature elected under the new constitution enacted the excellent school 
law of 1853. Up to this time our schools shad been conducted under 
the ‘city charter, and parts of several acts of the legislature that werc 
construed to apply to them. To simplify and make certain the law 
applicable to our schools, and to relieve the board in its action from the 
Sper vision of the eity council, it was determined, in accordance with a 
provision of the law of 1858, to submit to a popular vote the question 
of conducting the schools of the city under that law. The vote was 
taken at the city election in April, 1855, and decided, without opposition, 
in the affirmative. The city council passed an ordinance May 25, 1859, 
defining the number, the mode of election, and’ the term of ‘oilice of the 
board of education. Heretofore the board had consisted of one member 
from each ward, appointed by the city council to serve one year. Under 
the ordinance the board was to be composed of two members from each 
ward, one to be elected each year by the people, with a term of service of 
two years. ‘The first board it provided should be appointed by the coun- 
cil. From 1855 until the present time the schools have been conducted 
under this ordinance and the general. school laws of the State. The 
first board appointed, one half to serve until the next city election, was 
composed of the following members: First Ward, D. A’ Wareham, 
Harvey Blanchard; Second Ward, Robert W. Steele, J. G. Stutsman; 
Third Ward, Henry L. Brown, James McDaniel; Fourth Ward, E. J. 
Forsyth, W. 8. Phelps; Fifth Ward, John Lawrence, J. Snyder; Sixth 
Ward, William Bomberger, W. N. Love. 

In 1855 the Public School Library was established, a history of which 
will be given under another head. 

The need of a general superintendent, to give unity to our school 


‘system, had long been felt by members of the board of education, but 


the opposition of some of the teachers who had influence with a majority 
of the board, and the plea of economy, prevented for years the establish- 
ment of the office. Duties of supervision were imposed on members of 
the board, which, at the best, were very imperfectly discharged. It was 
not until 1855 that the office was ereated, and James Campbell, principal 
of the high school, elected superimtendent, with the understanding that 
he should retain his principalship, and devote one half his time to the 
supervision of the schools. Mr. Campbell prepared a report of the con- 
dition of the schools for 1856-1857, which was the first extended report — 
of the schools published. In May, 1859, Mr. Campbell resigned to 
engage in private business. Although the ofhce was not abolished, 
repeated efforts were made in vain to elect a superintendent until 1866. 
Jn that year, impressed with the urgent need of supervision for the 
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schools, Mr. Caleb Parker, a member of the board who had retired trom 
business, and who, in early life, had had considerable expericnee as a 
eacher, agreed to accept the position, with the distinct proviso on his 
part that his services should be without compensation. Ile was elected 
in July, 1866, and served until April, 1868, when he tendered his resig- 
nation. The second published report of the board for 1866-1867 was 
prepared by him. On. retiring*from the office, Mr. Parker reecived a 
unanimous vote of thanks from the board for his disinterested and very 
useful services. 

Again it was impossible to tind a man who could command the vote 
of the majority of the board for superintendent. Various expedients 
were resorted to by members of the board friendly to the office to secure 
an election. -To remove the objection of unnecessary cost in conducting 
the schools, a plan which had been adopted with marked success in 
Cleveland was proposed. A committee of the board was appointed to 
consider it, and reported June 22, 1871, that “the efliciency of the school 
system would be increased without expense by the election of a superin- 
tendent, a supervising male principal, and female principals for the 

istrict schools.” ‘This report was adopted by the board, and Warren 

Higley elected superintendent, and I’. W. Parker supervising principal. 
This plan was continued for two years with excellent results; but the 
majority of the board of 1873 decided to return to the old system. 

Jn 1878 Samuel C. Wilson was elected superintendent and served for 
one year, 

In 1874 John Hancock, whose reputation for ability and large 
experience as a teacher and superintendent commended him to the board, 
was elected and continued im the office until 1884. Dr. Hancock gave ten 
of the best years of his lite to our schools and is worthy of lasting 
remembrance and gratitude by the people of Dayton. 

In 1884 James C. Burns was elected and served until 1888. 

In 1888 W. J. White, the present incumbent, was elected. 

It was found that, owing to the removal of scholars from school 
before reaching the eighth year grade, the classes of that grade were very 
small in some of the districts. The principals, who were receiving the 
highest salaries, were giving the most of their time to these classes and 
the cost of teaching them was excessive. ‘To remedy this, the inter- 
mediate school was established in 1874, and all the pupils of the eighth 
year grade were assigned to that school. The course of study was not 
enlarged, and the school was simply a union of the classes of the cighth 
year grade for convenicnee and ecconomy. .W. PP. Gardner was the first 


principal, who after serving one year declined a reélection. Samuel C. 
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Wilson was elected principal in 1875, and held the position until-the 


school was discontinued. The causes which led to the establishment of 
the school having largely disappeared, in 1886 the school was closed and 
the eighth year classes were restored to the several districts. 

It was impossible to procure expericuced teachers to fill the vacancies 
constantly occurring in the schools. Young girls, without knowledge of 
methods of government or teaching, were placed. over rooms full of 
children just at the most irrepressible period of their lives. These posi- 
tions were confessedly the most difficult to fill of any at the disposal of 
the board, but there was no alternative. Ambitious and experienced 
teachers naturally sought)'the rooms where the higher. branches: were 
taught, leaving the lower grades for the novices. It is true that some of 
the best and most valued teachers now in the schools began without 
experience, but the first year of their teaching was a heavy labor to 
themselves and an injustice to their pupils. A partial remedy was found 
by making the position of an experienced and successful primary teacher 
as honorable and the pay as large as that of any teacher in the district 
schools below the grade of principal. But that did not fully meet the case 
and the board determined to educate its. teachers. A committee of the 
board, August 18, 1869, presented a detailed plan for a normal school and 
teachers’ institute, which was unaninously adopted. 

The first week of each school year was devoted to the Teachers’ 
Institute. All the teachers of the publie schools in the city were required 
to attend and to render such assistance in instruction as may be requested 
by the superintendent of schools. The best methods of teaching and 
government were discussed and taught, and lectures delivered on these 
subjects by experienced teachers at home and from abroad. This institute 
was conducted with great zest and profit for several years, but as it 
required Jabor and time on the part of the teachers, they grew weary of 
it and with doubtful wisdom it was discontinued. 

In the normal school the studies to be taught in the district schools 
are reviewed, new methods of teaching are explained and illustrated, and 
thorough instruction’ is given in the theory and practice of teaching. 
Instruction is also given in intellectual philosophy, which sustains an 
intimate relation to teaching. Rooms in the school building, where the 
school is located, are placed in charge of pupils of the normal school, 
who, under the constant supervision of a eritic teacher, thus learn the 
practical work of the school room. | 

As the great majority of the teachers in the schools are women, 
Instruction in the normal school is confined to that sex. Pupils desiring 
admission are required to pass a thorough examination in the ordinary 
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branches of an Huglish education. Appheants must be not less than 
seventeen years of age and must pledge themselves to teach in the Dayton 
schools two years after their graduation should their services be desired 


by the board. The board, on its part, guarantees to the graduates situa- 


« 
ran) 


tions as teachers in the public schools whenever vacancies occur. 

In the fall of 1869 the school was opened and up to 1888 has grad- 
uated two hundred and forty-two teachers. A majority of the teachers 
in our schools are normal graduates and are doing excellent work. It 
would be unreasonable to expect that all the graduates of the normal 
school would prove equally good teachers; but that the imstruction 
received has been invaluable to them and a great gain to the schools no 
one acquainted with the facts can doubt. In the primary departments 
the beneficial effects of this school are particularly noticeable. 

Colonel F. W. Parker, now at the head of the Chicago Normal 


School, was the first principal, assisted by Miss Emma A. H. Brown, 


a graduate of a normal school. Upou the election of Colonel Parker 
supervising principal of the schools, Miss Brown became principal, but 
resigned, im. 1873.) In, 1873 W. W. Watkins, principal of the sixth 
district school, was made principal of the normal school, and held the 
position one year. In 1874 Miss Jane W. Blackwood, a successful teacher 
in the Cincinnati Normal School, was elected and served until her resig- 
nation in 1883. In 1883 Miss Mary IF. Hall, the present incumbent, was 
elected. 

Previous to 1877 special teachers in penmanship had been employed 
occasionally, but for the greater part of the time instruction in that 
branch bad been assigned to the teachers in the several rooms. Satis- 
factory results had not been obtained, and in 1877 the board elected 
C. B. Nettleton superintendent of penmanship. In 1878 drawing was 
introduced as a study, and its supervision added to Mr. Nettleton’s duties. 
The board refused, in 1886, to elect a superintendent of these branches, 
but in 1887 Victor Shinn was elected superintendent of drawing. In 
1888 Mr..Nettleton was again elected superintendent of penmanship, and 
now a special teacher is employed for each branch. The public exhibition 
of the work of the pupils in drawing in 1888 and 1889 has conclusively 
shown the great value of the instruction in this branch. 

The school law of 1873-1874 directs the board of education of cach 
eity district of the first class to appoint a board of examiners, “who 
shall have power to examine the schools established in such district, and 
shall examine all persons who desire to hold teachers’ certificates valid 
in such district.” The Dayton Board of Hducation had long felt the 
need of a board of city examiners, and was influential in securing 
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the insertion of this and other clauses.in the excellent school law of 
1878-1874, sending its president, 1! MOR sth Wood, to Columbus, to 
confer with the House Committee on Common Schools. Under this 
law George P. Clarke, J. A. Robert, and Wiliam Smith were appointed 
eity examiners. Mr. Clarke and Me Smith removed from the city, and 
their places were filled by Wiliam Isenberg and Robert W. Stecle in 
1876.° In addition to the above, the following persons have served on 
the board at diflerent times: A: D. Walt, John Hancock, James J. Burns, 
C. .. Loos, H. C. Marshall, Edwin L. Shuey, W. J. White. 

Impressed with the importance in a manufacturing eity of affording 
artisans and others the opportunity of instruction in drawing, the board 
of education established in 1877 free night industrial schools. A schoo! 
in free-hand drawing was opened in the Gebbart building, on. Third 


Street, with James Jessup and Valentine Swartz as teachers, December 
Eby AST (0) oOn March -6, 1379, 2 seliool of mechanical and architectural 


drawing was added and opened in the first oe schoolhouse, with 


~Thomas A. Bisbee for instructor. Mr. Bisbee tanght this branch of 


drawing for several years with great success. On acu LiL 1880, tive 
free-hand drawing school was removed to the large hall in the HEaker 
building, with Isaac Broome and Charles B. Nettleton for instructors. 
Mr. Broome was a very superior teacher and inspired his scholars with 
enthusiasm. The school, under the management of Mr. Broome. and 
Mr. Nettleton, was a great success. In addition to those mentioned 
above, the following persons have taught in the school at different times: 
William Lutzenberger, Luther Peters, Silas R. Burns, William N. Roney, 
Lewis J. Rossell, George Prinz, and George Wyman. Two schools were 
taught in the winter of 1888-1889 of architectural and mechanical draw- 
ing in the Kuhns building, on Main Strect. | 

In 18890, to call attention to this branch of study, a public exhibition 
of the work of the pupils was given in the City Hall. Committees of 
competent citizens were appointed to examine aud report on the work, 
and such results were shown as to firmly establish the schools in popular 
favor. The committee of the board of education on the schools in 1880 
say: ‘The attendance for the past year has been greater than ever, and 
the quality of the work, as attested by experts appointed to examine it, 
has been of a highly satisfactory character. About three hundred youth 
and adults from every walk of life have been instructed, many of whom 
are constantly using their knowledge in their daily avocations much to 
their own advantage, as well as to that of their employers.” These 
schools are undoubtedly the first step towards the introduction of manual 
training in the day schools. } 
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Dhe city is) largely tandebted tot Mi, AvoDe Walt, acnrember of the 
board of education, for the introduction of this important branch: of 
study, and he deserves great credit for the persistency with which he 
advocated the measure until he secured its adoption. 

A comparison of the schools at different periods of their history will 
forcibly illustrate the progress that has been made. As the records of 


ry 


the board begin in 1842, that year is taken as the starting point. The 


-years 1857 and 1867 are chosen, because reports were published in those 


years by Messrs. Campbell and Parker, and the facts thus made accessible. 
Under the present system, the completest statistics in every department 
are recorded and published annually: 
































= re eae pene eee eee SSS Sa SS Se = Er raves = See SSS ee ee 

| 1842 1857 1867 1875 | 1856 18ss 
ey on ae 
UMotal enrollment... ee ee 827 | 3.4) | areal BRS elie Per 662 
Averase Gaily attendanGe..cicgsaacraseoes | 544 1,608 | 2,809 By¢14 4,527 |} 6,001 
Immmer Of teachers... ow. : 16 45 70 98 [25 7 160 
mrmount, Of School? fava ca cis-8s cessive once | $2,483 | $40,000 | $60,000 p2139,058 1$189,261 | $198,723 
Amount paid Teachers, ci. cc. cssececsacennenss | 1.583 |, 24,180 |, 31,085 | ,:75,826 | 89,906, | . 128,992 
Value of: school property ue. o.cceccc-see cee o- | 6,800 | 75,000 | 148,000 | 210,000 | 321,706 | *550,000 

t : 








* This includes the now Library Building. 

The increasing proportion from period to period of the average daily 
attendance to the total enrollment is marked, and indicates the growing 
efficiency of the schools. In, 1857 it was forty-eight per cent; in 1867 
sixty-six per cent; in 1875 seventy-one per cent; in 1880 seventy-four 
per cent; in 1888 seventy-eight per cent. 

It is not so easy to represent to the eye the growth in other and more 
important particulars. A complete system of gradation has been estab- 
lished, consisting of an eight years’ course in the district schools, four 
in the high school, and, for those who wish to teach, one in the normal 
school, supplemented by a large and free pubhe hbrary. New methods 
of instruction that promise good results have been introduced, and so 
far as they stood the test of trial in the school-room, are in use; and 
such salaries are paid teachers as to secure the services of the best 
and most experienced. 

Equal progress has been made in school architecture. In the new 
buildings, which have been erected within the past few years, have been 
introduced whatever improvements in Hghting, seating, heating, and 
ventilating 


Oo? 


experience in our own and other cities has suggested. There 


are in the city twenty school buildings with a seating capacity for eight 
thousand, four hundred and thirty-cight children. 
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As no mention could be made in the appropriate places of many of 
the members of the board of education and teachers who have been 
influential in molding and giving character to the schools, in justice to 
them the names of the presidents of the board from 1842 to 1888, of those 
members who have served four or more years, and of the principals of 
the schools from the beginning of our graded se ‘ool system down to the 
preseut time are given. ; 

Presidents of the board of education: 842, Ek. W. Davies; 18453, 
W.od. McKanney;.1844, EK... W. Davies; ie Thomas Brown; 1846, 
flenry Stoddard, Sr.; 1847, Kk. W. Steele; 1848-49, 1. LE. Brown; 1850-61, 
Rh. W... Steele; L861. 63, iol Brown:; 71863-64, Thomas. Thresher; 
1864-69, Hf. LL. iter: 1869-73, E. Morgan Wood, 1873-75, Charles 


C 
Wuichet; 1875-78, EH. M. Thresher; 1878-79 at Ti, oe 1879-80, 
, ? , 
J. K: Webster; 1880-82, 1. M. Aeneas 1882-83, 8. W. Davies; 1883-87, 


RK. M.. Allens 1887-89, @.di. Kumier: 
~}Members of the board of education from, 1842 to 1889 who have 
served four ormore years: Wo J: McKinney, Rk. W. Steele, G..L. Brown, 
Jd, Gi Stutsmanj lL. Huesman, Wiliam. Bombecreer,..D.. A,,Wareham, 
Wilbur eho W. Se Phelps; dames, AeDaniel, A.Pruden, S.-Boltin, 
HH. Eliott, Jonathan Kenney, John Howard, John H. Stoppleman, E. 8. 
Young, H. Miller, W. L. Winchell, Caleb Parker, George 8. Ball, Joseph 
Herhold, D. Dwyer, Hi. Anderson, N. L. Aull, Joseph. Fischer, James 
Carberry, HZ. Morgan Wood, George Vonderheide, W. H. Johnson, B. F. 
Kuhns, R. M. Allen, E. M. Thresher, Charlies Wuichet, D..G. Breiden- 
bach, Thomas Kineaid, George L. Phillips, Samuel W. Davies, W. 
Kemp, W. M. Murray, Jacob Stephans,, Louis N.Pooek, Cad. Bauman, 
Di tenuis, Ca G. Parker, W4 die,Comleiin, H.-C. Eversole, P. KE. ‘Gilbert, 
Co Wi Dactins John H. Viot, James A. Marley, James J. Rossell, Red- 
mond. Eu Saee, James: i. Andrews, A.A. Winters, A. Jumikl, W. A. 
Lincoln, ©. TH. Ikumler, John Aman, George Neder, A. J. Althoff, Joseph 
LB. Thompson, W. Oldig. , : 

Superintendents of instruction: James Campbell, Caleb Parker, War- 
ren Higley, Samuel C. Wilson, John Hancock, James J. Burns, W.J. White. 

Principals of the high school: James Campbell, John W. Iiall, 
Wilham Smith, Charles B. Stivers. 7 

Brimeipals of the »nermal schools i. W. Parker, Emma A. H. 
Brown, W. W. Watkins, Jane W. Blackwood, Mary F. Mall. 

Principals of the intermediate school: Wilham P. Gardner, Samuel 
C. Wilson. 

Superintendents of music: James Turpin, Charles Soehner, W. B. 


Hall, W. H. Clarke, F. C. Mayer. 
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Superintendents o penmanship and drawing: C. B. Nett eton, 


Victor Shinn. 


1 rihoipals of the district schools from 1839 to 1889: Collins Wight, 
W.W. Watson, D. L. Elder, Thomas E. Torrence, Charles Barnes, R. 
W ellHo Hoody W ws cpus, W.J. Thurber, Wilham Worrell, 
Jive Mrenchs Cr Gaylor’ WiotAtkonson, “ArStewell J AS Smith, W. 
Knight, W. J: Parker, Joseph’ McPherson, M,N. MPa Sei, i: cu} Me- 
Kinney, James Campbell, W. I’. Doggett, Charles Rogers, W. Pinkerton, 
W» Hy Butterfield) Rv Dutton, H.W. Humphries, A. C: Fenner, P. D. 
Pelton, Hs Anderson) (ANB) Leaman, Wr Denton; A: C. Tyler,“ W. I. 
Porbes J) Bedrviny Ho CO. Ellis, W. Isenberg, A.''P) Morgan, 8..C. Wil- 
somvlin H. Vail ww ih.rCampbell, O!} S.Cook,"S. Vo Ruby, 8. CC. Craum- 
baugh, H. B. Furness, N. L. Hanson, J. C. Ridge, James C. Gilbert, J. C. 
Morris, Tilhe B. Wilson, Belle M. Westfall, Ela J. Blain, Lucey G. 
Brown, Esther A. Vier A. Humphreys, 0, TH. Evans,’ W. W.. Weat- 
kins, W. P. Gardner, A. J. Willoughby, C. L. Loos, Alice Jennings, 
Samuel Peters, solo then Daye ES Leehninger AY BY Shauck)\ WwW. N. 
Johnson, J. He Johnson, J.°G. Brown, Carrie Miller, Wilham. Hoover, 
James! M. Craven, W.'O. Bowles) Marie Jacque, N. Metz, W!:D. Gib- 


-son, C. C. Davidson, Grace A. Greene, Sarah A. Finch, Margaret Burns. 


Many of the assistant teachers are as worthy of. mention as ae 
principals; but to give a few names might appear invidious and to print 
them all would be impossible. 

Libraries and schools are so intimately associated that they may be 

appropriately noticed in the same chapter. Indeed the Dayton Publhe 
Library is a constituent part of the school system. The fine library 
building was erected, and the library is supported by tax levied by the 
board of education. 
In 1805 the citizens of Dayton obtained from the legislature the first 
act of incorporation. for a public hbrary granted by the State of Olio. 
The incorporators were Rev. William Robertson, Dr. John Elhot, Wil- 
ham Miller, Bera Van Cleve, and John Folxerth, A pamphlet, 
stained and yellow with age, containing the constitution and rules of this 
hibrary—-probably the only copy in existence—fortunately has been pre- 
served and deposited in the public hbrary. A few'of the rules are 
peeuliar and may be worth presenting: 

“Damage done toa book, while in the hands of a proprietor, sball 
be assessed by the librarian at the rate of three cents for a drop of tallow, 
or folding down a leaf, and so in proportion for any other damage.” 

In this day of gas and electricity, the fine for a “drop of tallow” is 
rather ludicrous, but no doubt books were often injured in that way when 
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the reader was compelled to peruse them by the feeble hght of a tallow 

dip. librarians are aware that the “folding down a leaf” is one of the 

common and annoying abuses of books at the present day. | 
Another rule prescribes that “the method of drawing books shall be 


by lot; that is to say, it shall be determined by lottery who shall have the 


first choice, and so on for each proprietor.” Unfortunately we have no 
intimation how the lottery was conducted. Rule eighteenth declares “if 
a proprietor lends a book belonging to the hbrary to any person who is 
not a proprietor, or suffers a book to be seria into a school, he or she 
shall pay a fine equal to the value of one quarter of said “book.” It is not 

sasy to see what great damage could result toa book from being “ carried 
into a school,’ but the whole tenor of the rules illustrates the precious- 

q 4 


ness of books at that early day, and the vigilant care taken of them 
ike all libraries supported by intary subscription, every expedient 
dil ll libraries supported by voluntary subscription, every expedient 


cy 


‘had to be resorted to to raise money. In The Gridiron, a satirical paper 


n 


published in Dayton in 1822, a file of which has been.preserved in the 
public hbrary, a play and farce are advertised to be given by the Thespian 
Society for the pena of the library.* 

The library existed until 1835 when it was sold at auction, as-appears 
from the following advertisement in the Dayton Journal, of Septeinber 
8, 1835: “Library at auction. The books and book-case belonging to the 
Dayton Library Association will be sold at auction at the clerk’s office, 
at 2 o’clock p. m., on Saturday, the 12th inst. Henry Stoddard, William 
Bomberger, John W. Van Cleve, Committee.’ Mr. Van Cleve thus 
speaks of the character of the brary: “The number of books is small, 
but they are well selected, being principally useful standard works, which 
should be found in all institutions of this kind. Among them are the 
North American and American Quarterly freviews for the last few years.” 
Who can doubt that this library during the thirty years of its existence 
was of inestimable value to the citizens of Dayton? 

In 1832 the Dayton Lyceum was established, the cbject of which was 
“the diffusion of knowledge and the promotion of sociability.” Meetings 
were to be held once a week “for lectures, communications, essays, and 
discussions on all subjects except theology and the politics of the day.” 
It was also proposed to collect a cabinet of antiquities and minerals and a 
library. A discourse was to be delivered “at the annual meeting of the 
society on the 27th of August, being the anniversary of the location of 
the town of Dayton.” For several winters the Lyceum furnished courses 


_——$—$<$< $$. eet a oe a Ny ln Se ND 


“Tt isan interesting fact that Edwin Forrest, the celebrated trasedian, was, when a youth, a member of 
this Thespian Society. In commemoration of the fact he appeared in his favorite eharacter of Virginius at the 


Opening of the Turner Opera House, afterwards burned and replaced by the present Music Hall. 
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66 ome ig abyss which were of the aR est f eahee and aftorded 
great enjoyment to the people of Dayton. In 18383 the lbrary of the 
Lyceum was kept at the house of Iva I. Fenn. 

In 1833 the Mechanics’ Iustitute was organized. ‘The first sec a 
ry; 


vu 


was Henry L. Brown. The object of the institute was “ mora " ht 
and scientific improvement.” A library and reading rooms were: con- 
nected) with it) and for many ‘years‘aicourse of lectures was given each 
winter. A public address was’ delivered at the courthouse July-1, 1833 
by. C. Schenck, inobelialf of the Mechanics’ “Institute, and alititin od ne 
existence every citizen of Dayton who had any ability for lecturing was 
called upon for that service. 

At this period there must have been unusual literary interest and 
activity mm Dayton, for! there were no''less ‘than syx public’ libraries: m 
existence, as we learn from notices in the newspapers. None of them 
were largc, but in the aggregate they reached a wide circle of readers 

In connection with the Adelphie Society of the Dayton ee h 
1837, at that time under the charge of Mr. I. E. Barney, was a library, 
worthy of mention because of the’ choiceness of the books it contained. 
The motto of the library was printed on the 1: ibels of the books: 


“Haurit aquam im eribro 
Quit vull discere sine libro.” 


_Impressed with the importance of establishing a hbrary worthy of 
the city, a number of citizens met on the evening of December 10, 1846 
and appointed a committee to draft a constitution. At a large meeting 
in the City Hall on the evening of December 29, 1846, the constitution 
was reported and, after considerable discussion and various amendments, 


adopted. Those who had constituted themselves members of the associa-. 


tion by the payment of the required fee, met at the mayor’s oflice January 
12, 1847, and fully organized by the election of a board of trustees. 

The hbrary was sustained by membership fees, fifty dollars constitut- 
ing a membership in perpetuity, thirty dollars a fe membership, and 
three dollars an annual membership. The first list of books for purchase 
was made by such men as Judge Joseph H. Cranc, John W. Van Cleve, 
Dr. John W. Hall, Milo G. Williams, and others. Several evenings were 
spent in discussing the best books to be purchased with the limited 
amount of money at the disposal of the association. The list eau 
but little over one incase volumes, but the books were Charles Lamb 
“books that are books. 

The library was opened in a second-story room near the northeast 


corner of Main and Third streets, where it remained until it was removed 
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to the new Phillips building, on the southeast corner of Main and Second 
streets. Mr. J.D. Phillips, who was a warm friend and liberal supporter 
nd floor of 
his building especially adapted to the use of the vibe 12 and drdies it to 


of the library, had proposed to construct a room on the ¢ 


the association on very favorable terms. The proposition was accepted, 
and a room forty by sixty feet, with lofty ceilings, supported through the 
ecnter by handsome Corinthian columns, was prepared. ‘This room was 
elegantly furnished, by special subscription, at a cost of over two thousand 
dollars. It°is safe tosay that at that day there was no library-room’ in 
Ohio, outside of Cincinnati, that would compare with it in heauty and 
convenience. A reading-room, supphed with the leading newspapers 
and magazines, was connected with the library, and the hbrary was a 
favorite resort for our citizens, and the first place to which a stranger 
visiting the city was taken. : 

For the first few winters free lectures were given in the City Lal], 
and every citizen at all available was drafted into service. Many of our 
older professional men may recall how they tried their « ’prentice band ”’ 
on these lectures. After the removal to the Philips building, courses of 
pay lectures were given in the large hall over the library. At that time 
the most noted men im the country did not disdain the lecture platform, 
and the names of a brillant galaxy of pees who appeared before the 
association, might be given. 

As may be inferred, it was no easy task to carry so expensive an 
enterprise in a city of less than twenty Hibubda’l inhabitants. Constant 
appeals were made to the more liberal, and when this resource failed, 
resort was had to concerts, which enlisted all the professional and 
amateur musicians of the city, who gave their services gratuitously. 
The first of these, called a musical soiree, was given in 1849;'and' in 1859 
a series of “Old Folks’ Concerts,” which were very popular, and netted 
to the association several hundred dollars. All these concerts were con- 
ducted by the late Professor James Turpin, who was ever ready freely to 
give his services to promote any worthy public object. | 

The manuscript records of the association are preserved in the public 
library, and furnish a complete history of it from the beginning to the 


elose. It fell to the lot of Mr. I. TH. Kiersted to serve us secretary during 


the last three years of the life of the association, when it was laboring 
under constant difficulties. Jie does not hesitate to depart from the con- 


ventional dignity and dullness of ordinary minutes, and the records kept 
by him are very entertaining reading. Ile might rival Mark Tapley for 


cheerfulness under difficulties. “ TLercules to the rescue,” is his comment 


on a successiul effort, headed by General R..C. Schenck, to pay off : 


be id ’ P. 
f A ' ' 

= 1 f 
Lat by: 


ae ree ae nomen vet wre +a yen a ‘dae 












NP ms amp reamed its 


eae le wat bi hioolel ieee: r anya tie ef 
to daot tatmow 4th ad Hegre 6 jorrnigued’ ant [pine 
ata? oneal fire  yononde olt %) watt oat 45 i 
Diigo: ar Holwogony § mts 
aaa ho icrtedi ly PEE ‘gaiagllioa mi rif i ue all ane nut j i 
WOVE ATO AE bois yegiste Cy cay ae 
ail red) ce) era Fy arty: i ais 
aa gitne Ly cord Out shit OA Gli 
fyviay oe isa Laci. teed “dees OS: PON ee: 
atopy wiiiasyl Tes Ady: atte ire ee genet i ithe: 





nin wae ‘ by OAT | , ree 
if a ire f Ean: Ftd Paka Pdi ef (Pion ty rehe } 
ae ete rs " { ant bt ie Py vas 
yeaa the fyi! Mai sedatine, | i 
J 


































ee 2 gitio ols 


{geet x i ‘ra pio atts ao 


kta St vt Vie wih: i wae Ty et re ESET Qe. SOE aher pane 








‘bey 4H) mas ae PActeT| 1354 “oaatt hetiaah ao aot baad ie a 

“ bs ettil jai tiverd 7 amt borit yoat) wrod Mata: paeert: ‘ii ate, ponte! 

hy soe Tioe wre athital fia th os (i Cy erp wht: WZ ae et toe 

edenl trek Phy ten what ‘galt Ent), , tad | We iy out ‘gt vig § y ‘ ii «i 
‘ponitinly Saatogh oth cerd wer iby: ra PRRs ia out: boioa $20 
wed OTOtOW Dass Wtf a] ff eno fash da ee ea Sie at ‘acini a to eaitiaet oil 


1 OMLEMGTAS “OS rises dea) eso olf ain't ff pido oo ak, 
tania) Suwetidetur | Neer Lh Yah VEE eet, asat te gio & at 98 ee 
Bolte. arisnaon aiit) ‘remelten’ Sate Sie rodil ogee salt at abate one Va 
Hin Incatesgclery off dhe Batethee daviilw sagen od ‘fait enw 
barnes sie angivase .qigald: ating. othe eth. oF) te wightern we 
lige 'T in areas 4-3 Ai LAyrEING ahh yp Me ties Lwopeweet 6 bobby reold! oe jot 
hutiou fae siahood ew geo foie * a oOuOO ‘alle: bOO™ peers 
oo suinn Brosnuoeg al tt A vetntlo®’ hovbonwd, butovon roltshsoekn odd o 
oi Viol bphien cried Bie oak i A a ee yore 3 ery terest tau colt ud 

asian pale rALP ES Vey. VALE yim od eoniwias by 


Te ‘sa was uae Me the OTA ait ‘hanes ah | 4 = a a ‘an’ of nti oe 

ae atlat Reisen Mt Metiaty Mor daneras she tO, a oh to wy gavel ? 
ey, nT arr ual ad saimiitod ‘vend ad woh: oth: edad, ti ae meen 
pipe. ebaeod't od hile gokart cuouptbne. ‘We eudhesthonly sire ‘ iw 
Aok Totegy BE Hundt levine sion ot. unibino wainiv 
Safar) zial) ai ret mei oil. wa wk oA ia’ ae pert 


Dye ere 


r i qa ou ule nee or Bh Ve 





7 ne rene aemmcepemenee 


248 HISTORY OF DAYTON. 


heavy indebtedness. fe accounts for the failure of the board to provide 


the usual course of winter lectures in this humorous way: “The public . 


having feasted on lion’s meat, have little or no taste for the flesh of 
inferior animals; but hon’s meat is now, as heretofore, fifty dollars a meal 


without the incidentals, and the hard times forbid the indulgence in such 


expensive luxuries.” 

By this time the Pubhe School Library had become a formidable 
rival to the Library Association, furnishing the pubhe with a large variety 
of fresh books free of cost. As the sole object of the members of the 
Library Association was to provide for the city a good public library, 
the conclusion was reached that the public would be best served by the 
union of the two libraries. In 1860 the members of the Library Associa- 
tion, by a vote, transferred their valuable library and furniture to the 
board of Gaction Many of the choicest books on the shelves of 
the public library were obtained in this way, particularly the invaluable 
volumes of Dayton newspapers from 1808 to 1860. From these news- 
papers the largest part of the local history published has been derived, 
and could not have been written without them. 

It would be unjust to close this sketch of the Dayton Library 
Association without a passing tribute to Wilbur Conover. In spite of 
the exactions of a iaborious profession, he gave a large amount of thought, 
labor, and time to both the Dayton Library Association and the Public 
School Library, rendering them invaluable service : 

By the excellent school law of 18538, a tax of one tenth of a mill on 
the dollar valuation was levied for hbrary purposes, the money so raised 
to be expended, and the books distmbuted by the State superintendent of 
instruction. The law contemplated the establishment of district school 
libraries, and the books purchased with that view lacked the variety 
necessary for city hbraries. It was determined in Dayton not to distribute 


the books among the several schools, but to estabhsh a central library. 


After .reeciving such books from the purchases of the superintendent of 
instruction as were suitable, he was requested to pay in money any 
balance due the city, and cheerfully comphed with the request, The 
amount of money received was fourteen hundred dollars. Twelve 
hundred and fifty volumes were purchased, comprising books in every 


department of literature. Great care was taken in the selection of books 


to meet the popular wants, and the library was at once appreciated and 
extensively used. It was opened in the fall of 1855 in a room on the 
second floor of the United Brethren building, on the corner of Main and 


Fourth streets. 


W. 1. Butterfield, principal of the Second District School, was the 
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first librarian, and at that time the library was accessible only on Satur- 
days. In 1858 it was removed to the Central High School building, then 
just completed, where it remained until the umon with the Library 
Association, in 1860, when it came into possession of its elegant rooms. 
The inviting rooms and the addition of several thousand volumes of 
choice books brought the library into great prominence, and it became, as 
it has since remained, an object of city “lid A librarian was employed 
to devote his whole time to it, and since then it has been kept open every 
secular day and evening, excepting legal holidays. In 1807 the library 
was removed to the old City Hall, and when that building was torn down 
aud until the new building was completed, in 1876, a room im the building - 
next north. of ae courthouse was occupied. The rooms in the new 
City Ilall were expressly fitted up for the lhbrary, and were creditable to 
the city. 

In 1856 the legislature suspended the tax of one tenth of a mill on 
the dollar and subsequently repealed the law. From that time until 1860 
the hbrary was imaintained by appropriations made by the board of 
education from the contingent fund. : 

In 1860 the legislature pas: ssed an act empowering boards of educa- 
tion; in cities of the first and second class, to ‘levy a tax of one tenth of 
a mill on the dollar valuation, and under this law the library has been 
conducted, until the passage of an act by the legislature in 1887, estab- 
lishing a library board for Dayton. Until the passage of this act, the 


library was managed by a committee of the board of education, appointed 


annually. It is unquestionably better to have an independent board, with 
longer terms of oflice, a part going out each year. Stability is thus given 
to the management, and a part of its members always possess valuable 
knowledge of the library, and experience in its government. The first 
board consisted of six members: two appointed for three years, two for 
two years, and two for one year. It was provided that after the end of 


the first year, two shall be annually elected, who shall hold office for a 


term of three years. The president of the board of cducation is ex-officio 
menber of the board. Under the law the board of education may levy 
a tax of one fourth of a mill annually on the dollar valuation for the 
support of the library. , 
Among the important events in the. history of the library was the 
publication, in 1884, of the exhaustive alphabetical catalogue. No one 
unfamiliar with such work ean form any conception of the immense labor 
involved in the compilation of such a catalogue. It is of the greatest 
practical use, making available vast stores of information, which would 


be otherwise inaccessible. The catalogue reflects the highest credit on 
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the rie ans, ‘be Wished Dryden and Deen who lcmnaledl it, and with 
most painstaking proof-reading, carried it throngh the press. 

A word may be said of the character of the library. It has -been 
the aim of the committees who have had it in charge to make it as com- 
plete as possible in every department, and to ud up a symmetrical 
library. To accomplish this, experts in every branch of literature and 
science have been consulted from time to time. As Dayton is a manufac- 
turing city, it has been the aim to furnish sach books as would be useful 
to those engaged in mechanical and manufacturing pursuits, and the 
library contains a large number of the best books that treat on these 
subjects. The reference books are numerous, and there are few subjects 
on which satisfactory information may not be obtained. In the depart- 
ments of history, biography, travels, poetry, the drama, and essays, it is 
no exaggeration to say that avery large part of the best books in the 
Englsh language may be found. ‘The library is particularly rich in 
Shaksperiana. We may anticipate an annual increase in the future of 
from fifteen hundred to two thousand volumes, and can readily imagine 
what a grand hbrary it will become—a jewel worthy of the splendid 
casket which has been provided for it. : 

As the hbrary grew in size, the need of a library building was in- 
creasingly felt. Suecessive hbrary committees called the attention of the 
board of education to it, but nothing was done effectively until 1884. 
The library committee of that year, consisting of Dr. W. J. Conklin, 
A. Junikl, and: George Meda on the 26th of June, 1884, offered a 
resolution that a committee of four be appointed to inqnire into the 
expediency of the board erecting a library building that should be fire 
proof. This-was adopted, and the president of the board appointed as 
such committe: Messrs. W. J. Conkhn, A. Junikl, George Neder, and 
Elihu Thompson. The conmnittee reported favorably, and the erection of 
a library building was agreed upon. Various sites were proposed for the 
building, but after full consideration the City Park was chosen and the 
consent of the city council obtained for the use of a portion of it for that 
purpose. ) 

Attention was now given to the plan of the building. Mr. W. F. 
Poole, of Chicago, who, from lis large experience in libraries in Boston, 
Cincinnati, and Chicago, has no superior in the knowledge of library 
construction and management, was invited to visit Dayton and suggest a 
plan. The plan suggested by. him was substantially adopted, particularly 
as to the storage of books, after it had been submitted to prominent 
citizens who were invited to meet Mr. Poole. The rotunda so common 


in the best libraries was disearded because, although with its galleries it 
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is more imposing, it is attended with serious objections. By the plan 
adopted the books are all on the first floor with low shelves, within easy 
reach of the librarians, thus economizing space, securing casy and rapid 
delivery, and preventing the damage to the binding of books resulting 
from the excessive heat of the upper galleries. 

Architects were invited to subnut designs in accordance with the 
plan. and three were presented. The committee’ were ‘unable to agree 
aud asked the board to add three members to the committee. The addi- 
tional members were Louis Reiter, :C. LL. Bauman; and A. A. Winters: 
On the 5th of March, 1855, this committee reported that they had agreed 
upon the design submitted by Peters & Burus, architects of Dayton. 

On the lith of June, 1885, Mr. kh. M.. Allen offered a resolution, 
which was adopted, that the Committee on Buildings. and Repairs be 
instructed to advertise for bids for the work of excavation and furnishing 
of the materials and labor necessary in the construction and laying of the 


foundation. The bids were opened on the 14th of July, and at the follow- 
ing meeting tbe contract for the excavation was awarded to Cain & 


Mildebrand, and for the foundation, stone, and work to Conrad Jlerrman. 
On the 17th of September the bids for the cut-stone and brick work were 
opened, and after being referred to the Committee on Buildings, the 
contract was, om, the. Ist of October, awarded to. Mr. A. Dolly) Jr’) :The 
contracts were awarded for wrought and cast iron work to McHose & 
Lyou; carpenter work to B. N, Beaver; plastering to George B. Sefton; 

copper, tin, and slate work to Adam Bretch; plumbing and steam Hiteeeies 
to Ware & Moodie; painting and glazing to McCune & Pugh; fire 

proofing to The Wight Five; Proofing. Company;.,shelving., to. C. 


. Wight & Son. 


The architects describe the building as follows: “In general style of 
architecture the building is a free treatment of the Southern French 
Gothic, or Rhomancsque, built of Dayton limestone, laid in random range 
work, with Marquette red sandstone trimmings freely used, giving a very 
rich, contrast, assisted largely by red slate for the roof. The building, 
standing in the park among the trees, will always lave a very attractive 
appearance.” 


The library was removed into the new building in January, 1888. In 


May, 1889, it contained twenty-six thousand, six bundred and forty-seven 


volumes and one thousand and two pamphlets. 


ince rine persons served at ditiere mes during its existenee 
The following rsous served at different times d git { 


on the board of the Dayton Library Association: e 


Presidents: .M. G.. Williams, Joseph II. Crane, C..G. Swain, J. W. 
Van Cleve, D..A. Waynes, Rk. W. Stecle. 
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Vice p eee lh Dr. De Sieeib eC, J. D. PI u nine i. Thresher, H. L. 
Brown, Wilbur Conover. } 
Secretaries: Ry W. Steele, G. W. ae I, H. Kiersted. 
‘Treasurers: ‘V. Winters, DOT broen,"Y. V. Wood) W.-C) Bartlett, 
H. §. Fowler, Charles G. Grimes, J. H. Winters 
i ea D. Beckel, dames MeDaniel, z G. Lowe, J. TT. Peiree, 
Jonw Howard, Wdmund Smith, eb: Gunckel Ay Philips, A: Pe. 
funman, Joseph Gy Crane, Me Ay mre. > aN. ae Dy EH. Mead, 
Mie aoe 5. Craghead, Harvey Conover, TJs. Smith, i. GB.’ Bruen, 
E. C. Ellis, E. 8S. Young, James Campbell, Dr. John ‘Davis, D. W aymire 
Library «committees of the board of education: Henry L. Brown, 
Hoe. Lorsyin, John “uawrence, W. Bomberger iS. Boltin, i’ Biliott, 
g. V¥. Miller, John Howard, BO YF “Ayres, Rh. W. Steele, “Do AY Houk, 
E. M. Wood, Wilbur Conover, E. 8. Young, W. J. Shuey, W. F. Heikes, 
i He Koersted,. GG. P. Clarke, G. Mo’ Dane, “W.G) Winchell, "George L. 
Phillips, J. R. Andrews, J. G. Soulsby, C. L. Bauman, C. N. Vallandig- 
ham, D. G. Breidenbach, W. J. Conklin, A. Junikl, 8. W. Davies, J. A. 
Marlay, G: Neder. ; 
The library board to 1889: W. o. Conkiin, ds a. tall, re co Allen, J. 
A. Marlay, George Neder, J. A. McMahon, IL. C. Marshall, R. W. Steele. 
In 1844 the Cooper Female Seminary was soled an ae The first 
board of trustees consisted of Samuel Porrer, J. D. Philips, Edward W. 
Davies, Robert C. Schenck, Robert W. Steele, and Richard Green. The 
principal object of the founders was to sanlevae a school for the thorough 








education of their daughters at home. The name was given in honor of 
the founder of the town. The trustees of the Cooper estate, with the 
consent of Mrs. L. C. Backus, gave to the seminary a large and valuable 
lot on First Street, extending from Wilkinson to Perry strects, and ¢ 
liberal subscription of stock was made by citizens for the erection aA ry 
building suitable for day and boarding scholars. The stockholders neither 
desired nor expected dividends on their stock, and the only privilege 
they enjoyed above others was the right to vote for directors to manage 
the institution. In October, 1845, the school was opened. Mr. E. E. Bar- 
ney was clected principal, and entered upon the work with the ability 
and energy that characterized whatever he undertook. Under his man- 
agement the school attained a great reputation, and attracted a large 
number of scholars from abroad. 

The following persons served as principals of the school in the order 
in which they are named: E. EH. Barney, Miss Margaret Coxe, Dr. J. C. 
Fisher, Rev. Victor Conrad, Rey. John 8, cuatialnd) Mrs. b. G. Galloway, 
and J. A. Robert. 
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For many years the seminary property was exempt from taxation, 
but was placed on the duplicate by order of the auditor of state. As the 
owners of the property derived no profit from it, and it was used for 
educational purposes, the trustees believed that it could not be legally 
taxed and refused to pay. The property was sold for taxes and the 
trustees, acting on what they thought sound legal advice, appealed to 
the courts. The decision was adverse, and by this time the taxes, pen- 
alties, and court costs amounted to a large sum, which the stockholders 
personally were unwilling to pay. Rev. John 8. Galloway, at that time 


principal of the school, bought the tax title and paid’ the costs in self- 


defense. Subsequently his widow obtained from a large majority of the 
stockholders the transfer of their stock to her, and by the purchase of the 
reversionary interest of the Cooper heirs, became the unquestioned owner 
of the property. Although the trustees had ceased to exercise jurisdiction 
over it, the schoo] was continued until June, 1886. ‘The property has now 
been sold } by Mrs. Galloway and will be used for other purposes. While 
it is to be regretted that this valuable property has been lost to the public, 
no blame can justly attach to anyone in the matter. 

The Parochial Schools connected with Emanuel Cathohe Church 
were established almost immediately after the church itself was organized 
in 1832. The present brick school building was erected in 1865. It is 
two stories high and seventy by ninety feet in size. It contains six school- 
rooms and a chapel. The boys oceupy three of the schoolrooms and are 


taught by three Brothers of Mary. The girls also occupy three rooms 


and are taught by Sisters.of Notre Dame. The school for boys was 
established in 1875 when the brothers came to take charge, the sisters 
having had charge of both boys and girls until that time. The ordinary 
branches of an Eaglish education are taught in both English and German, 
and in addition needlework is taught the girls. 

St. Joseph’s Parochial Schools were established in 1847. Boys and 


girls both attended the same school until 1873, and were taught by the 


Sisters of Charity. Since that time the two sexes have been. tanght in 
separate schools, the girls still being taught by the Sisters of Charity and 
the boys by the Brothers of Mary.. The school building for the girls is 
inmediately east of the second district public schoolhouse on Second 
Street, and the St.Joseph’s public school for boys is opposite the church 
building of the parish. It is a two-story brick building and was erected 
at a cost of thirty-five thousand dollars. .In this building there are about 
two hundred boys in regular attendance. In both schools both the ordi- 
nary branches and the higher branches of an English education are taught. 

The Parochial Schools of St. Mary’s Church were established in 1859 
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ina small building, which was suppl: Were n i738 by the present” one 
ereeted ata cost of five thousand and three hundred dollars. There are 
in this building three rooms for boys and ee for girls, and there are 
enrolled about two hundred and fifty pupils. The boys are taught by the 
Brothers of Mary and the girls by the Sisters of Notre Dame. 

The schools connected with Holy ‘Trinity ‘Church ‘were ey 
early in the history of the chureh, and sinee then the schoolhouse firs 
erected has been Horn down, and a larger one erected a little distance ae. 
the church edifice for the girls and another more spacious for the boys. 
Each has four rooms, and that of the boys has besides a large Hall Tor 
meetings. There are enrolled about two hundred of each sex in these 
schools, and the boys are tanght by the Brothers of Mary and the girls 
by the Sisters of Notre Dame. 

There is also a school connected with the new Catholic chureh, the 
Holy “Rosary, in North Dayton, which has its ANSaRGERE in the new 
building. 

St. Mary’s Institute had its origin in 1849 for the purpose of aiving 
employment to three unemployed teachers and to es stablish a better schoo! 
than any then in existence here. The ground upon which the school is 
located was purchased of a Scotchman, named John Stuart. Two of the 
three brothers who were to take charge of the school arrived ‘in Dayton 
on March 8, 1850, and one of these two, Rev. M. Zchler, is still connected 
with the institution. ‘The third one arrived ‘here two days afterward “to 
take charge of the farm. The movement so far had been under the 
supervision of Rev. L. Meyer,°a priest, who caine to Dayton to assist 
the Rev. Mr. Juncker, then pastor of Emanuel Church, and afterward 
bishop of Alton, Ulinois. On the 9th of March, 1850, the deed was made 
to the one hundred acres of land of which the farm is composed, and as 


Rev. Father Meyer had no money he handed Mr. Stuart a small nredal of 
St. Joseph, saying, “St. Joseph will pay.” Mir. Stuart, soon after selling 


the property, left for Europe, and the brothers took entire possession 


of the premises. In June following the school was opened with about 


thirty-seven day scholars. In September of the same year boarders were 
admitted, the boarding school being started with one pupil, Joseph Greu- 
lich. Rev. Father Meyer, in 1853, purchased twelve aeres more land, 
which lay within the corporation Hnuts and adjoining the other land. In 
1854 he built an addition to the first house erected, but in Decem- 
ber, 1855, a fire broke out and destroyed both the new building and the 
old. The brothers, together with their superior, were then without. a 
home and hada debt of twelve thousand dollars on their hands, as they 


had paid nothing on the principal and had no insurance on their buildings. 




























PERE aa 8 simian 


yin POW TTY ott yet BVT art Fon ee sii a ‘ 


STK eae yop arterial wade eke ay Pili si 





air Pratt Heh eeVve Tn PB. Weittt SOO TO altnen’ 
he " ' : 1 { 
ma wat yt y rh hie ei! : 1 1! tf l | , 
D yah Fo: etal a a) ea 
+ t ] fi, ’ f 
f tes I ae 0 ie if a b yar j 
parry SENG FLICHOL +f ime ie ees ae Ou Us Alte 2 Me ne a Hi ms é 
i. ' f r , ' “is! 5 H hire pay code Oe OS or 
HTL OD OL TTL AS PTO). PY Mae toate ra eg eel Dad 
¥ NS ’ : ‘ bi Sal , A 
/ i. rt te ! CEL OPT i ee | se i 3 , 
bit: cacy caliend sna Tayi by 
. 
- i { F ay eh ; Lao | Ai } 1y4 I t 
; 
; ay Nae ~ : t . ~4 ' 
pitty rh hein See ts HACE eR ef 70) HPO Oe 
phe ER A Aa aie oy ingle 
: ere PO eee ony te ee - 
f i BEY EU heey: iny ] ree sce Clg: ar 1G Tet i} if 


i fe & i airyl ‘vi | ame | ‘ it) t / : a | | 1a fe. “ae a i mot volt 


ve is Came Re iy, “gnibhi | 





whet ee val Cee | { in’ ee tt i Vy ay 5 he tn ae 
i lind & ‘| oe a pid Bie! 
yey LP Tay IS oe Iv ‘ , ai 
ry fF f birt : ry 
Pest) vit | lon to Wye tperle salt oe 
lye twenty The A A lon oe Seah coe nents he oun Bile eat: 9 he 
ri , Eri od Bate, Vi MTR dst ses ‘ify - 
yt ‘tei pe oa. Pea vont Ou L raigy Gt Te wea fe 
ae oy Ore hae cb eer a eo 9 it 10 otal riage 
. es | | 
Lotmegtin bun asandD yuan to modem ett roms ih al walt’ a 
vt anh udd ORCL ett 4 Hotta) atowittil wont A, ie qodé . 
. Tiornnde et ime’ Bae asta Ao Dust te anon hor build 96 Sf a} 
iy Litho nis udniuie ah be btimt 9! (nici ft one bad Ww yTOTM * vaults 1 19! Oh 


vr a 


i "DED: Ppa fi qe... har re) “itty BEr Higoeol i 
fornd off fon oem vot Stet erau ony 


ul a yoile wone deade at 
Wureatadouy STH foe} ep | 
hie hey Hope cael fouyiioe oat “wp wenet on ret. ROA CO | odd” ,* Ane ts 
furodanee snike al to Toth ahopse in eratortos Yah Toa qi 
i ont hive ise agustacl (ncboe eer ihitiod mil} chatti : 

tinal” oie seat Weta l Diem ide See . coro’ ‘ode. a 
ek Evpgghon (in sh pital) Pinay A OT aN pIo% aiky £E iyi We aaa | 
-eiotd ‘at hed asa “aed a: ily as wirtibhy tact lind at 
off Dow guiblink ree pild shite ‘ho soit fine ser oobowd ally Be 
n Jiveabitw wedi ori Aomae®. iat we ryllogod’ emit 


elt a hind! ‘vind it vanltoty Egtianeilt ve be 'w 





en ee eae SST rp rye mertcergnee 16 


APTANA SE eA SME 


RRR RITE GION NTI 


WIEST Ta EN emt TEA RN EEUU ETN ee 


TATRA a a 


ASSENT EE EYE MTEL WT SPT PEI UNE SARGEANT A MR ARTE YPN POT IY PENG SERA STAPLE MRNAS NTP 





EDUCATIONAL. Daas) 





The little community for a time lodged in a house in town, which was 
being erceted, and had in it neither doors ner windows. In Augus 
1856, they began to rebuild the old house, and carried on the work as itn 
and means would permit. Such was their snecess that in 1857 the school 
was reopened and was well patronized from ne first.|, Inj November, 
1862, Rev. L. Meyer was recalled to France, where he opened an orphan 
asylum at, Kembs, Alsace. Before he left this country, however, he had 
paid off all the debt upon the property and left it unencumbered. As the 
number of pupils increased, it became necessary to erect another building. 
In 1864 the buildings in existence were a chapel, thirty-two by sixty feet; 
the main building, forty by eighty feet, and a wing to the south, thirty by 
sixty feet. To this wing was added a building extending eastward forty 
by eighty feet, i a basement and two stories for schools and sleeping 
reoms..) A. dwelling -house was erected an 1866, forty, by sixty feet... In 
1868 a church was built, fifty by one cabal and twenty-three feet, and 
forty feet from floor to ceiling. In 1870 the actual institute building wa 
erected. ‘This is four stories high, has a Mansard roof, seventy by one 
hundred and sixty-four feet. It was built in a very substantial manner 
and cost sixty-two thousand dollars. ‘Che lower floor of this building 1s 
occupied by two large study halls, two parlors, a refectory, a kitchen and 
a store-room. ‘There is a corridor on each floor, ten feet wide; with stairs 
of easy ascent, with iron plates covering the steps at each end of the build- 
ing that lead up to the different stories. The ground floor’ is taken up 
with eight class rooms and eight private rooms. Other stories are 
occupied for the various purposes of the institute, and the fourth floor is 
one large hall extending over the entire building, and is used as a sleeping 
room. ‘The amusement hall consists of four different divisions—a floor 
sixty by one hundred and ten feet, and then sixty by fifty-eight feet on a 
floor for quiet amusements. The bath house consists of twelve small 
rooms, each provided with a window, bath tubs, and faucets for both cold 
and warm water. The upper story is frame and is the exhibition hall,.m 
which the pupils give entertainments from time to time during the year. 
The expenses for construction were ten thousand and five hundred dollars, 
and the buildings so far were all complete and paid for. 

The Rev. L. Meyer was superior provincial until] 1862, when he was 
suceceded by the Rev. John Courtes who served until 1864. From this 
time until 1886 the Rev. J. N. Reinbolt served in that capacity, and was 
then suceeeded by the present superior provincial, Rey. L. Beck. The 
superior provincial has charge of all the schools belonging to the Brothers 
of Mary in the United States, Canada, and the Sandwich Islands. 

The office of inspector of schools was held by Brother J. B. Stintzi 
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256 HISTORY OF DAYTON. 

from 1869 until 1886. Te was then succeeded by Brother Jobn Kim, who 
is still in that position. Like the superior provincial, he is obliged to visit 
all of the schools in the province once each year. Of these schools there 
are about forty in the United States, one in Canada, and thirty-two in 


the Sandwich Islands. In these schools there are employed about two 
L a 


hundred and fifty teachers, each of whom has, on the average, sixty 
scholars under his care, making a total of at least fifteen thousand 
scholars in the province. 

The first superintendent of the institute was the Rev. M. Zebler, one 
of the first of its teachers, who served until 1876. At this time he asked 
to be relieved from the cares and responsibilities of his position, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Francis Feith, who was suecec eded m 1879 by the 

tev. George Meyer. ev. George Meyer served until 1886, when he was 
succeedéd by the Rev. John Harks, and he was succeeded in his turn: by 
the present superintendent, Rev. Joseph Weckesser, 

The present normal school building was erected in 1888, to take the 
place of one that had just been destroyed by fire. Previous to 1870 this 
building had been used for both boardihg. and normal school,.but then the 
building on the north side of the church relheved the one on the south 
side from its boarding scholars, and has since been used exclusively for 
the normal school, with the slight exeeption of being used for teachers 
who have served out their years of uscfulness as a kind of retreat. Rev. 
George Meyer has been the superior of the normal school since 1886, 
when he succeeded Brother Joseph Senentz, who is now employed at 
Tokio, Japan, in connection with a college which the Society of Mary 
established there in 1858. 

The number of scholars in attendance upon this institute varies from 


about two hundred and fifty to three hundred: The latter number is in 


attendance at the present time, including day scholars and boarding 
scholars. The day scholars usually comprise about one third of the 
entire number in attendance. The institute was incorporated in 1878, 
and in 1882 it was empowered by the legislature of Ohio to confer 
degrees. ‘The academic year consists of but one session, beginning on 
the first Monday in September, and closing the last week in June. Can- 
didates for admission are required to present testimonials of good moral 
character, and being examined immediately upon their arrival at college, 
they are placed in the classes to which they belong. The course of study 
includes the common branches, and a full classical, commercial, and theo- 
logical course, the student making his own choice of the higher course of 
study which he will follow. ‘The discipline of the school is firm yet kind, 
strict obedience to the rules, diligent application to study, and blameless 
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conduct being required of every pupil. In securing these results, appeals 
are made to the honor of the pupil, to his Pena e, and to religion. 
Deaver Collegiate Institute was established by Professor G. C. Deaver 
in 1876. The first year the school was tanght in vee City on the site 
of the old military school, which was burned down in January, 1877, 
and at that time it was removed to its present location, the northwest 
corner of Wilkinson Street and Monument Avenue. The object of the 
school is to prepare young men and boys for college, and the course is of 
such a grade that scholars pursuing it faithfully are admitted to the 
Freshman class of such colleges as Harvard, Yule, Amherst, Wilhams, 
and Cornell. For several years Professor Deaver had difterent assistant 
teachers, but the plan not succeeding to his satisfaction, he amended it by 


dismissing his assistants, and limiting the number of his pupils to eightcen, 
Dp 


and teaching them all h imself. Professor Deaver is a graduate of Prince- 
ton, and has met with remarkable success in his educational work in 
Dayton, his scholars in numerous instances having carried the honors In 
the leading colleges in the country. 

Miss Anna L. J. Arnold’s select school for girls is located at No. 310 
West Second Street. It was established in the fall of 1886. The number 
of scholars in attendance has steadily increased until, at the present time, 
there are seventy. There are three distinct courses of study in this school 
—literary, scientific and classical. The design of the school is to prepare 
, and two of the graduates of the school entered: 


young women for college 
86. The course of study is somewhat higher for 


Wellesley College in 1 
those young women who do not intend to pursue their studies after leaving 
this school, the last term’s studies for those who finish their education 
here being literature, the history of art, chemistry, geology, mental science, 
and two of the ities languages -— Latin, German. and French. oak 
teachers in Miss Arnold’s school are Miss Auna L. J. Arnold, principal; 
Miss Frances R. Benson, primary department; Miss Ella G. Sullivan, 
intermediate department; Miss Myrtle Brett, penmanship and conven- 
tional drawing; Miss Emma Mercer, vocal and instrumental music, and 
Mrs. A. L. Howard, French. Scholars from this school -are admitted to 
Vassar, Wellesley, and some other colleges, on certificates. 

John Truesdell’s sclect school for boys was established in the fall of 


O° 
CS 
S 


1885. It was at first located on Second Street, and afterward was moved 


into the Cooper Academy building, and at last into Room 8, Rike’s build- 
ing, where it is at present. The number of scholars is limited to fifteen. 
The course of study is adapted to the wants of each student, each student 


who desires, being fitted for college in the shortest time possible, consistent 


with thorough preparation. The work of the school, however, is not 
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ica. to ee a eet, (Phe scourse: of ne includes the ancient lan- 
guages (Latin and Greck), French and German, English literature, and 
a thorough course in the natural sciences. 


Miami Commercial College has, for more than a quarter of a century, 


22 
held an important position among the educational forces, not only of the 
city, but.of the central West. It was founded in 1860 by JE. D. Babbitt, 
Esq., a cultivated, scholarly man, who, after a little over a year, admitted 
into partnership with him the present proprietor and principal, Mr. A.D. 
Wilt. During the four years in which they were associated together, the 
ollege received a large patronage and was firmly established. ‘The firm 
issued the Babbittonian system of penmanship, which became widely 
known throughout the United States and in Hngland. This branch of. 
their business assumed such proportions that in 1864 Mr. Babbitt retired 
to take entire control of My and Mr. Wilt has since then been sole owner 
and manager of the college, excepting a period of four years and a half, 
from 1882 to 1886, during elias time he was postmaster of the city, and 
at that time had associated with him as partner Mr. W. HH. Sunderland, 
who retired in 1886, leaving Mr. Wilt in sole control again. 

Since its foundation the college has had an attendance of between 
seven and cight thousand students, many of whom are among the leading 
business men of the West, their successful careers illustrating in the most 
satisfactory manner the practical value of the course of training here 


given. This course embraces a training in the theory of accounts, and 


also a series. of practical transactions in a thoroughly equipped practice 
department. This department is provided with banks, and transactions 
are made by students in the various departments of trade, in such a way 
as to elucidate the operations of the business world. 

In addition to the course in book-keeping, a very comprehensive 
course in phonography has been given for the past seven years, and hun- 
dreds of graduates have entered business eflices as amanuenses. The 
college has occupied for a number of years the entire upper floor of the 
elegant Firemen’s Insurance building, on Main Strect. Its present corps 
of instructors consists of the principal, A. D. Wilt, and Messrs. Charles § 
Billman and Bickham Lair in the book-keeping departinent, and Miss 
Ella Steely and Miss Margaret Parrott in the phonographic department. 

Union Biblical Seminary is located on the northwest corner of First 
and Euclid streets, in Dayton, Ohio, on a slight elevation, which ecom- 
mands an excellent view of the city, its suburbs, and the surrounding 
country. The grounds contain five aeres of land. The building is a 
neat, substantial, three-story brick structure, with porch, tower, and 
double front. Its dimensions are sixty-four by eighty-three fect. It 
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contains, on the first floor, a chapel, business office, and two recitation 
rooms; on the second floor, a library and two recitation rooms; and on 
the sceond and third floors, well furnished dormitories for the aecommo- 


dation of twenty-five students. The cost of the building was about 
twelve thousand dollars, and the building and grounds are now valued at 


thirty thousand dolars.. 


Previous to es the Chureb of the United Brethren in Christ had no 
institution specially devoted to theological training. In a few of the colleges 
instruction in some of the branches of theology had been given to young 
men who intended to enter the ministry, but nothing had been attempted 
adequate to the necessities of the Church. The General Conference of 
1869, therefore, which was held at Lebanon, Pennsylvania, “instructed the 
bishops to appoint a board of education, whose duty it should be, besides 
secking to promote the general work of education in the Church, to devise 
and adopt a plan for founding a Biblical institate, to be under the control 
of the General Conference, and to take measures to raise funds, to HOG Ne 
the institution, and to proceed with its establishment as soon as possible.’ 

Accordingly, the following persons were appointed members of the 
board of education, namely: Rev. Lewis Davis, D. D.; Rev. Daniel Shuck, 
ev. WC. Smith, nev: Wie Wirioity dew 0.5. epi! art, Rev. D. Eberly, 
Rev. ‘8. Weaver, Rev. P!'B. Lec, Rev) W. 8. Titus,;;and, Rev. E. Tight. 
«This board met, July 29,1870, and passed resolutions soliciting one hun- 
dred thousand dollars for the founding of the proposed institution, to be 
located in or near Dayton, Ohio, and to be called Union Biblical Seminary. 
At the second meeting of the board, August 2,187], it was resolved to open 
the seminary, October di, 1871, with Rev. L. Davis, D. D., and Rey. G..A. 
Funkhouser, A. M.,as professors. The executive committee was empow- 
ered to add another member to the faculty. They accordingly appointed 

rev. J. P. Landis, A. M., pastor of Home Street [now SiRanit Strect | 
Church, to assist in the work of teaching.” The exceutive committee 
consisted of Bishop J. J. Glossbrenner, Rev. W. J. Shuey, Rev. L. Davis, 
D. D., Rev. John Kemp, Rev. D! KF ficient, Rev: D. Berger, and Rev. 
M. Wright. 7 | 

The seminary was opened at the time appointed, October 1, 1871, 
the classrooms of the Ilome Street Chureh, Dayton, Ohio, with es 
students. This church was used for seminary purposes for eight years, in 
addition to its oceupation by the congregation. Meanwhile Rev. John 
Kemp, Jr., treasurer of the Missionary Society from 1853 to 1869, donated 
grounds not far from the chureh, valued at ten thousand dollars, and upon 
this site a seminary building was erected in 1879, and to this building the 
work of the seminary was transferred in September of the same year. 
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At the opening of the institution, in 1871, Dr. L. Davis was called 

ae re) 2 b) 
to its head from the presidency of Otterbein University. He held the 
position of senior professor until 1886, when, on account of advanced 


age, he was succeeded by Rev. George A. Funkhouser, D. D. Both of 


these gentlemen have been connected with the institution from the 
beginning... Rev. J.P. Landis, D. D., occupied a professorship from 
1871 to 1874, and also from 1880 to the present time. Rev. A. W. Drury, 
D. D., was called, in 1880, to the chair of Church History, which he 


still occupies. Rev. R. Wahl, A. M., was Professor of Hebrew Exegesis 


and Church History from 1874 to 1875, and Rev. George Keister, A. M., 
was Professor of Iebrew Exegesis and Biblical History from 1875 to 1880. 
The faculty at the present time are Rev. G. A. Funkhouser, D. D., 
Senior Professor and Cherry Professor of Greek Exegesis and ioe 
Rev. J. P. Landis, D. D., Professor of Systematic Theology and Hebrew 
Exegesis; Rev. A. W. Drury, D. D., Professor of Church and General 
History; and Rev. L. Davis, D. D., Hmeritus Professor and Lecturer. 

Lhe board of trustees clecte .d by the General Conference of 1889, 
which met at York, Pennsylvama, May 9th, are as follows: Bishops J. 
Weaver, D. D., BE. B. Kephart, D. D.,, LL. D., N. Castle, J. Dickson, 
Die and 3. W. kott, DD, ex ofco; Rev: W. M. Beardshear, D: D., 
Towa; iiev. [. Baltzell, Penusylvania; Nev..T.J. Harbaugh, 8. .L. Herr, 
Rev. G. W. Deaver, D. L. Rike, Rev. G. M: Mathews, Rev. S. M: 
Hippard, and Rev. 8. W. Keister, Ohio; and Rev. J. L. Funkhouser, 
Indiana. ‘Trustees fer two years, elected by the board: S&S. E. Kumler, 
Rev. H. A. Schhchter, D. L. Overholtzer, and two others not yet elected 
at the time of this writing. | 

The executive committee is as follows: D. L. Rike, Rev. G. M. 
Mathews, 8. KE. Kumler, 8. L. Herr, and J. A. Gilbert. 

The general financial agents from 1871 to 1885 were Rev. John 
Kemp, Rev. 8. M. Hippard, Rev. W. J. Pruner, and 8. L. Herr. The 
office of general manager was created by the General Conference of 1885. 
Rev. D. R. Miller was elected to the position, and reélected in 1889. 

The number of graduates from this institution from year to year has 
been as follows: 1874, eight; 1875, six; 1877, five; 1878, fourteen; 1879, 
two; 1880, four; 1881, five; 1882, five; 1883, cleven; 1884, twelve; 
1885, cleven; 1886, ten; 1887, nine; 1888, ten; 1889, four. Total number 
of graduates, one hundred and sixteen. The entire number of students 
that have been in attendance at this institution is two hundred and 
eighty-two. | 

The financial condition of the seminary is shown by the following 
statistics: The grounds, building, and furniture are valued at $% 30,000, 
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and the hbrary at $2,253.84; total, $32,253.84. The endowment fund is 
now $100,001.67; the contingent fund is $44,714.81; and the present 
assets, over and above all habilities, are $128,375.22. 

The Alumnal Association, organized in 1880, now numbers one 
hundred and sixteen members. It bas created a fund for an alumna! 
library, which hbrary is used in connection with that belonging to the 
seminary, and is being enlarged by additions made each year. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


“The Great’ Floods—Tbat of J: anuary 2, 1847—-'That of § Sate 19, 1866-—That of February 3 


and.4, 1883—The Local Flood of ivi 12, 1886—-With Statements of Losses, Description 
of Floods, Ete. 


ry <i following account of the flood of January 2, 1847, is taken from 
| Maskell E. Curwen’s “Sketch of the [history of Dayton:” 

“Thave now to do an act of justice to Dayton by stating the extent 
xf the flood here on the 2d of January, 1847: It has been so grossly 
exaggerated that IT have thought it worth while to give, in the accom- 
panying diagram,* an exact representation of that portion of the town 
plat west of the canal basin, which > was inundated. The submerged 
portions are marked in the plat. From tins it will be seen’ that vot one 
fifth of the whole town plat was overflowed; and from the levelness of 
the ground, to anyone who has since taken an observation, it will be clear 
that on that portion which was covered, ts 1e water could not have been 
more than a few inches in depth. 

“The river had been rising for several days, and on the first, the 
principal merchants along the canal basi thought it prudent to raise 
their goods to the second story, in anticipation of any accident that might 
happen to the levee, which was then new and not yet settled. A few 
minutes after midnight, the insignificant outer levee that had for years 
been neglected, weakened by earth being hauled froin it to fill up house 
yards and roads, gave way near Bridge Street, and the- inver levee 
being insufficient to withstand the torrent suddenly rushing upon it and 
rising in a breast two feet above it, soon after fell in. A breach once 
made, the waters rose say ee covering the ground floors of houses in the 
vicinity. At one o'clock the church bells rang an alarm. <A crowd of 
men with boats and on horseback promptly turned out to resene those 
who lived on the low grounds west of Perry Street, while others 
asseinbled on the levee north of Mill Street with shovels to check the 
leakkace™ there, The water Tada” by this time risen nearly to the top of 
the bank, and the work was soon abandoned as hopeless. A small party 


*In the absence of the plat referred to in the text, the following description of the boundaries of that 
portion of the cily not submerged, nay be of use: Water Street on the north, from Wilkinson to Mill Street; 
thence alone a straight line to the intersection of Main and Sixth streets; thence to Perry Street, and thence to 
the bevinning. There was but litthe water within these limits. 


262 








! : . 
fe ye -% 2 
‘ ’ \ ts. 
ie le 


noAapies The 





esate) 40h 
7. 
4) Pua ASS Y 


9b Ob 
j 
,' f 
fH } 
; { 4 
it 
j4 
ed i t 














y “Lineal ea JH dhet wists OOH hl Aros a ond. Od eos ® af 


) at eevee Teseroolt buirovs iD wdtioven el Uoingier HOY OPT 


~~ ’ F 7 i f ~ 7's; ‘ { 
lo bvrots hee Seat 1 tet allod baa ails ATH 0 ayes ce 


aol) anoges of do Myeunts mara ors Reety ae 
ayotig ohily Ren Vik? AO) Te 
ahh shia ot slowwtle muris hawte 


hy quel els 8p ochre ie mpi OME: 


=e 


ah et pit eR si 





“ 


er theetts fA mt igs fy eh cols (14 0) nasar Bhson vi: 
te uit an 7 OTF South i ax ig su» eel Bepuition’s 
miele Wee BP muhittol we men, me ail) tit eed ‘lop ee 





i mr i* ise lian jaye rare t a oie Me eva? i bab “ a of eu Hit ah Lf 


nee Ore peer re x - 
Oe I TE ST TI NEN ALT PEALE ENE! EFA EOI RRL LID I AED TEVA LOTAD Fw ret gray 9 


en RL A PE PI IE IE AA BCS IOI A OC LP AC EE EE RE CR A AR tt Ue Re 


THE GREAT FLOODS. 263 








passed down Kenton Street, St. Clair Shelly and Stone Street, ronsing 
the inhabitants along the line of the basin, and advismg them to move 
their valuables into the second stories of their houses. ‘The levee gave 
way near the head of Mill Street about two o’clock, and the water, rush- 
ing down the canal basin, gradually rose to the level exhibited on the 
diagram, which is taken from a map by John W. Van Cleve from 
personal observations at the time. 

“In the course of the night all the principal citizens opened their 
houses, hghted fires, and offered accommodations to those whom the 
water had temporarily rendered homeless. The council, on the next. day, 
voted a handsome a. to reheve the wants of the destitute. 

“Tt was a bright moonheht night, and the air was calm and mild. 
There was not a life lost nor fo mnnee rod, nor did any accident happen 
during that might or afterward. In striking contrast with the truth, it 
was represented abroad that one hundred and fifty persons, at least, were 
drowned; { that the poor, shivering survivors were huddled eens on 
the high grounds awaiting their fate in agony; that persons were rescued 
in boats from the third-story windows,of some of the lugh buildings in 
the town, and that Dayton was literally in ruins. The damage was 
estimated at a million and a half, a sum, by the way, equal to half of all 
the personal property in Montgomery County. i 

“From the most accurate information that could be collected, the 
loss sustained by the private individuals in Dayton could not have 
exceeded five thousand dollars, and that was made up principally in 
inconveniences occasioned by the wetting of carpets, the spoiling of such 
family stores as happened to be left in cellars, the damage done to fences 
from floating driftwood, and to the yards by being washed by the tor- 
rent, ete. If engineers had quietly staked off the limits to which the 
water rose, and slowly let it in upon the town to that height for some 
public design, it is extremely doubtful whether it would have excited 
sufficient attention to interrupt the course of business for half a day. It 
is not that which we see, but that which we apprehend will come after— 
evils bodied forth by the imagination, but which never happen—that 
chiefly excite our terror. 

“ A levee was soon afterward constructed which will completely secure 
the lower parts of the town from any such catastrophe for the future.” 

The tlood above deseribed occurred on Saturday, and the Journal and 
Advertiser of Mouday, the 4th, stated that many persons did not leave 
their dwellings until it was too late to retreat. ILorses and boats were 
used to rescue them, and all were removed to a place of safety in this 
way, through the indefatigable labor and effort, aud in some cases to the 
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imminent peril of those who so promptly and nobly undertook that 
service. Among those employed in this way, the following gentlemen 
are entitled to be specially uoticed: David Johnson, Joseph Barnett, 
r., Pielding Loury, Jr., Charles Harris, Wilham and Frank Maker, 
the Messrs. Fair, John Lehman, M. Wilson, Thomas Morrison, Joseph 
Crane, T. Ware, and Tim. Farnham, the latter belonging in Washington 
Township. | 

The same report said that all the canal bridges were so. badly 
damaged that they could not be crossed by horses, except the new one 
across the canal in the vicinity of the break at the head of Water Street. 
The First Street canal bridge was the first one to go down, and those at 
Third, Fifth, Sixth, Jetterson, and Main streets were badly damaged, and 
had to be rebuilt. 

On the western side of the city the principal damage was sustained 
by the owners of building materials on the ground and of new buildings 
in course of erection. There were given the names of thirty-three “ prin- 
cipal sufferers.” On January 6th the same paper said, in correction of 
reports that had been circulated, that not one fifth.of the plat of the city 
had been at any time overflowed, and the statement was also made that 
at that time the water was down so low that by a ride of a few hundred 


yards through water from one foot to eighteen inches in depth, the bridge 


over the Miami River on the Troy pike could be reached. The waters 
soon subsided, and the great flood of January 2, 1847, was a thing of 
the past. 

One of the heaviest rain storms that ever occurred in this region of 
country commenced on September 17, 1866. It prevailed for nearly 
three days, a steady, pouring rain. ‘The streams above and below Dayton 
were all largely swollen, and on Tuesday, the 18th, all railroad communi- 
cation was cut off. At E)k Creel, on the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton 


Railroad, the trestle work put up for a temporary crossing, while the 


&> 
bridge that had been swept away a few weeks before was being rebuilt, 
was swept away, and as a consequence trains were stopped on that road. 
The railroad track on the Dayton & Michigan Railroad, just this side of 
Troy, was washed away, and travel stopped in that direction. <A bridge 
on the Dayton & Western Railroad, near New Paris, was destroyed, and 
five bridges on the Indiana Central, between Piqua and Columbus, also. 
At dark on Tuesday night, the Miami River had overflowed its banks and 
covered all the adjacent bottoms. ‘The Third Street way to the bridge 
was under water. Old citizens had never seen the river rise so rapidly 

it did on Tuesday. On the Dayton & Western Railroad the abutment of 
the bridge at Brinley’s was washed aw ay ak also the bridge at Deep Cut. 
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between Briuley’s and New Varis.: At a quarter of twelve o’clock on 
Tuesday uight, there was a temporary cessation of the deluge, but the 
Miami River was rising with extraordinary rapidity. A powerful tide 
was running across Third Street roadway and conimunication was cut off 
with the new bridge. At two o’clock a, M., Wednesday morning, it was 
still raining with no prospect of clearing away. 

There were scenes of desolation on every hand. From the summit 
of the ridge in Kast Dayton, there was a wide prospect of water in the 
valleys and broad, open pools above Bucktown. The corn in the fields, 
as far as the eye could reach, was standing up in‘seenting defiance of the 
floods. At the head of the hydraulic there was a wide crevasse, and 
from that point down to Spining’s corner, there was an ‘indiscriminate 
nass of drift lumber, staves, barrels, bridge timber, shingles, hen coops, 
outhouses, and frame shops of every deseription. The side tracks of 
the railroad in that vieinity were undermined, and the rails stretched 
across gaps in the embankments. One of the most weary scenes was 
that of women ankle deep in mud, collecting their scattered household 
treasures for the resumption of housckeeping, and the men busily engaged 
in fishing their effects out of the water and mud of Mad River. 

Manufacturers suffered much from the mixing and piling up pro- 
miscuously of their movable and floatable property. Above Jetterson 
Street the torrent made a clean sweep in a direct line, striking the 
dwellings, tearing up the fences, ete. The main force of the current 
struck Butz’s corner at the foot of the bridge embankment, and seriously 
threatened the house, but only the pavement was torn up and a few cart- 
loads of gravel washed away. At Sixth Street the embankment on the 
west side leading to the change bridge was Ho closing the carriage way, 
the bridge going, too. The volume of water rushing through | this 
channel was ten feet deep and about one ae feet wide. It, however, 
threatened more than 1t destroyed. There was no water between the 
canal and Hifth Street in Oregon, the canal bank not giving way. Just 
below Fifth Street there was considerable damage done, the Oregonians 
blaming Seely’s ditch. The back water cutered from the south, and 
most of the people who lived in two-story houses moved their furniture 
and carpets to the second floor. Those in cottages were compelled to take 
refuge with their more fortunate neighbors. 

In South Dayton, west of the canal, the poople were sorely afllicted; 
the water was several feet deep in most of the houses. The water did 
not find its way to the West End until Wednesday afternoon. The 
residents ou Second Street were generally more fortunate, the water 


taking possession of not more than one third of the houses. 
19 
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The losses by this great flood were about as follows: Barney, Smith 
& Co., twenty-five thousand dollars; Stout, Mills & Temple, sixteen 
thousand dollars; Snyder & Co., seven thousand, five hundred dollars; 
Ezra Bimm, six thousand dollars; Wight & Wallace, two. thousand 
dollars: Neil, Bennett, & Co. two thousand dollars; J...) Patts,&, Co., 
three thousand dollars; C. & L. M. Frank, three thousand dollars; 0. 
Burrous, two thousand dollars; J. kt. Lloglen, three thousand, five hundred 
dollars; Snyder & Maxwell, two thousand, five hundred dollars; Beaver 
& Butt, two thousand, five hundred dollars; N. L. Darrow, one thousand 
dollars; D..H. ) Dryden, three thousand dollars; Brown, &. Irwin, five 
hundred dollars; Broadup & Co., one thousand dollars; Monitor Paper 
Mill Co., one thousand dollars; loin S. Bell, two thousand, five hundred. 
dollars; ences W. McCain, one thousand dollars; Munday Laubachs, 
one thousand dollars; Sternberger : Co., two thousand dollars; Thresher & 
Co,,.one thousand. dollars; Dr. .J. A. W, elena one thousand, two hundred 
dollars; John W. Harries, five tlousaud dollars; John Greer, one thou- 
saud dollars; M. see nuit two hundred dollars; aes Kee, two lundred 
dollars; A. Pruden, five hundred dollars; L. Kimball, five huianed dollars; 
R. Chambers, five hundred dollars; Wilham Harries & Co., five hundred 
dollars; Joseph Bimin, two hundred dollars; Blanchard & Brown, two 
thousand, five hundred dollars; John Ex Tan asOp, three hundred dollars; 
Raugh & Pollock, five eines dollars; Walters & Kelso, three hundred 
and fifty dollars; Van Ausdal, Harmon & five hundred dollars; R.* 
M. Marshall, five hundred dollars; Langdon & Bro., three lundred 
dollars; H. Khne, three hundred dollars; T...M.,Cochrane, one hun- 
dred dollars; Clark & Ilass, one thousand dollars; Clark & Hawes, two 
thonsand, five hundred dollars; Payne & Holden, three hundred dollars; 
Kneisly & McIntire, two hundred dollars; John Neiderman, one hundred 
dollars; George W. Hoglen, five hundred dollars; Jacob Webber, two 
hundred and fiity dollars; L. Woodhull, three hundred dollars; J. 8. 
Beaty, three hundred and fifty dollars; J. D. Dubois, one hundred and 
hity, dollars sid. 15. Gilbert & Co., two hundred and fifty dollars; J. A. 
Minick, two hundred and fifty lanes James Abbey, three hundred and 
fifty dollars; Naureth & Son, two hundred ipa a Joseph Leek, five 
hundred dollars; Welley & Recker, three hundred dollars; W. 5. Phelps, 
three hundred dollars; Mictived eee Publishing Ifouse, two hundred 
dollars; miscellaucous losses, twenty thousand dollars. Total losses thus 
far, one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

The above lst includes most of the losses where the loss to each 


‘person was one hundred dollars or more. It was estimated that there 


were one thousand persons additional whose losses averaged seventy-iive 
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dollars each, aggregating seventy-five thousand dollars for these smaller 


oe 


losers. The loss to individuals thus aggregated two hundred thousand 
dollars, and im pubhe property the loss was estimated at fifty thousand 
dollars, making the total loss by this flood two hundred and fitty thousand 
dollars. To enter into further details in this work would require too. 
much space, and the trouble given to individuals by the flood can be 
better imagined than deseribed, as all kinds of property throughout the 
city suffered to a greater or less degree. 

The latest eencral flood, and one of the ereatest, was that of February 
3 and 4, 1883. ‘Phe rain commenced fal ling on Friday night, the 2d inst. 
but it was quickly changed to sleet by a sudden lowering of the ‘tgpeuk 
ture. About three o’clock a.M., on Saturday, the temperature commenced - 
falling, and all of that day the rain fell in great torrents such as are rarely 
seen in this latitude at this season of the year. There was scarcely any 
cessation until three o’clock A. M., on Sunday morning, the 4th. Reports 
commenced conung to the city that the smaller streams tributary to the 


-Miami and Mad rivers were bank full, and damage had commenced to the 


bridges and fences. After the rain of Saturday night, the rivers began to 
tise, very rapidly, and.in avery short\tame they were. up tothe high 
water mark of the February before. On Sunday mght the water was at 
least. eighteen inches higher than that. All day Sunday the river banks 
were lined with people. The Miami River assumed the proportions of the 
Ohio, and huge floes of ice floated down the river, crashing against the 
piers of the bridges and against each other. During the afternoon of 
Sunday the river was full of portions of floating buildings, bridges, and 
fences, and there was seen, besides other things, a horse floating down’the 
river tied to a log, but it could not be ascertained whether or not the horse 
was dead. Below the Washington Street bridge the commons were 
heaped with driftwood and rubbish. It was the most disastrous flood 
since 1866. 

Tn Micannp City there was considerable damage done by the back 
water. The flood-gate at Wilhams Street gave way at half past five o’clock 
Sunday afternoon, and most of that portion of i city was covered with 
several inches of water. Wolf Creek was swollen to an unprecedented 
height, and most of the low ground west of the levee was inundated 
down to and below the Washington Street bridge. In the southern. 
portion of the city, Warren Street, Pulaski Street, Brown and Old Brown 
streets were covered ve about twe inches of water. On Sunday night 
the levee was crowded with spectators until ten o’clock, and after that 
hour men paraded the dangerous portions with lanterns. At ‘one 
o'clock Monday morning, there were twenty-two inehes of water on the 
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sidewalks at Stout, Mine & an aie s works. Or Monde Ly hie e water 
subsided considerably more than three feet, and the people began again to 
feel secure. The water reached the Kien vater mark of 1847, but was 
two feet lower than in 1866. 

A. fieree thunder storm, accompanied by rain and hail, visited Dayton 
and vicinity on the evening of May 12, 1886. About eight o’clock, the 
clouds converged over the city, and twenty minutes later the rain began to 
fall, at first in a sharp shower, followed by a blinding and continuons fall 
of water, lasting nearly two hours. During the whole time the rain fell 
with even intensity, with occasional exceptions, when 1t came down in au 
almost solid sltect of water. While the storm was at its fiercest, a shower 
of hail fell for about ten minutes, the hail stones in many hone being 
as large as, hens’ eggs... There was, not, much..wind,,but, thunder. and 
lightning continned incessantly. No serious accidents to persons oc- 
curred, the aenlaso’ done being confined principally to goods stored in the 


basements of business houses. On Fifth Street, from Wayne to Hagle, 


the water covered the streets and, for nearly the entire distance, the side- 
walks also. Between Wayne and Bainbridge streets the water was belly 
deep to streetcar horses, and Wayne Street was in the same condition 
from its junction with Fifth Street to the new market-house. In the 
southeast portion of the city the territory embraced by Warren Street on 
the west, Buckeye and Chestnut streets to Wayne on the north, and Park 
Street sewer on the south, was entirely submerged, deep enough in places 
to swim a horse. Business houses on Main Street, from. Second to 
Fourth, suffered considerable damage. No night trains arrived after nine 
o'clock Pp. m. Dayton View streets and sidewalks were covered with 
water, and the Lene bridge over Wolf Creel in the West End was 
swept away. Ear up Wolf Creek, from Hoover & Gaines’ nursery, one 
sheet of water from ten to twelve feet deep covered an area of over 
one hundred acres. The water began receding about half past twelve 


o’clock a. M., May 13th, and in a short time the ground was ag 


again dry. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


War with Mexico—The Nueces River the Boundary Between the United States and Mexico 
—The rection of Fort Brown-—Beginning of Hostilities—Battle of Palo Alto—Calling 
out of Troops—War Spirit in Dayton—Recruiting Office Opened—VPublic Meeting— 
Resolutions Adopted—Military Parade—Approval of Call -for Fifty Thousand Men 
—-Executive Committee Appointed—Troops Organized and Leave Dayton—RBattle of 
Montgomeéry—Return of First Troops—-Attitude of the Whigs—Resolutions by Re- 
turned Soldiers—Conclusion of the Mexican War—Wazr of the Rebeliion—Norination 
of Lincoln in 1859—George W. Houk on Southern Members of the Charleston Conven- 

- tion—Vallandigham Elected to Congress—Petition Cireulated—Democraiic Resolution 
—Aitempt to Assassinate Myr. Lincoln—Various and Conflicting Opinions—Attack on 
Fort Sumter—Troops Organized — Relief of Soldiers’ Families--Mr. ValNandigham’s 
Letter in Cincinnati Hrguirer—Relief Societios—Military Companies—-Military Com- 

“mittee for Montgomery County—First Draft—Kirby Smith’s Advance—Drafted Men 
Come into Town-—Relief of Soldiers’ Families—Union League—Burnside’s Order No. 
38-—-Vallandigham’s Arrest— Destruction of Journal Office--Martial Law — Morgan’s 
Raid—-Soldiers’ Fair and Bazaar—-Destruction of Dayton Emptre Office—Ohio National 
Guard—Draft in 1864--Rejoicing Over Lee’s Surrender—Assassination of Lincoln— 
Summary of Dayton’s Hnlistment—History of First Ohio Regiment-—Of Ninety-third 
Regiment—National Soldiers’ Ilome—Soldiers’ Monument. 


r“OR the general history of the war with Mexico the reader is referres| 
to the various authorities on the history of the United States. <A few 


dates and facts, however, in, connection with the beginning of that war, 


are appropriate and even indispensable in a work of this kind, in order 


that the dependence of local events upon gencral events may be clearly 
discerned. i 

General Zachary Taylor Janded his forees on St. Joseph’s Island, July 
25, 1845, and soon afterward embarked for Corpus Christi, a Mexican 
village near the mouth of the Nueces River, which river the Mexican 
government claimed as the boundary between that country and Texas, 
while the Texan government claimed that the Rio Grande was the 
boundary. General Taylor located his camp at Corpus Christi in Sep- 
tember, and remained there during the winter. January 13, 1846, the 
secretary of war ordered General Taylor to advance to near the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, opposite the city of Matamoras, because he thought the 
Mexicans intended to invade Texas, and when, on the 25th of March, he 
encamped at Point Isabel, about twenty-cight miles from Matamoras, he 
was warned by the Mexican anthorities that he was on forcien soil. On 
the 28th of March, 1846, he advanced to the banks of the Rio Grande, 
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and commenced the erection of a fort which subsequently received the 
name of Fort Brown. General Paredes, who had recently been clected 
president of Mexico, immediately sent General Ampudia to Matamoras 
to drive General Taylor beyond the Nueces. Wearrived on the 1ith of 
April, but when General Taylor refused to comply with his demand to 
withdraw within twenty-four hours, he was superseded by General 
Arista, who was thought to be a nrore active general. Goneral Arista 
arrived: on the 25th of April, and on the 26th notried General Taylor 
that hostilitics had begun. On the same day a body of American troops 
was attacked by a party of Mexicans east of the Rio Grande, the Amer- 
icans, who were under Captain 8. B. Thornton, after losing sixteen men 
in killed and wounded, being 


GQ 
; oa 


obhged to surrender. 

Point Isabel was now threatened by a party of Mexicans, and General 
Taylor, leaving a regiment to complete Fort Brown, himself hastened to 
Point Isabel to prevent his stores at that point from falling into.the hands 
of the Mexicans. Perceiving this movement of General Taylor, General 
Arista, thinking the Americans in full retreat, opened a heavy cannonade 
upon Fort Brown, which ‘lasted three days, at the end of which time 
signal guns were fired for General Taylor to return to the relief of the 
fort. On his way back to Fort Brown, General Taylor, on the 8th of the 
month, encountered the Mexicans under General Arista, six thousand 
strong, at Palo Alto, fought the battle which bears that name, and won 
the victory. Thus was commenced the war with Mexico. What Dayton 
did for the country during’ that war, of the justice and necessity for 
which many of her citizens were strongly in doubt, to say the least, it 
is now the province of this history to record. 

January 16, 1846, the imtelligence was published in the Dayton 
papers, that the position and movements of the United States troops at 
Jorpus Christi, ever since General ‘Taylor had been there, had caused 
much alarm, fear, and jealousy in the minds of the Mexicans. They 
seemed to be hourly expecting that the United States troops would march 
upon Matamoras, seize upon that place, and march thenee upon other 
cities. On April 17th the Dayton Journal said that General Taylor, in 
his advance, met two partics of Mexicans on the Rio Grande; that these 
Mexicans had orders to fire upon the Americans, but that they did not 
fire, and that no blood was shed. Immediately upon the reeeipt of the 
news that General Taylor’s refusal to withdraw beyond the Nueces, in 
accordance with the demand of General Ampudia, was the cause of the 
declaration of war by the Mexican general, and that as a consequence, 
men were needed for the defense of the country, the governor of Texas 
called out two thousand and four hundred troops, and the governor of 
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1846, President Pollx called for fifty thousand men and ten million dollars 
for the war. On May 13th war was officially declared. 

By May 19th there was considerable war spirit manifested in 
Dayton. Not only among the militia companies, but among the citizens 
generally, there were indications of a prevailing desire to talke part in the 
contest. The militia of the county, organized as the First Brigade, which 
was commanded by Brigadier-General Adam Speice, was attached to the 
Tenth Division of Ohio Militia, all under the command of Major-General 
Hiram Bell, of Greenville. In order to give such of the militia as desired 
to enhst, an opportunity to do so, an office was opened for recruiting at 
the office of T. B. Tilton, and by the 20th of May about twenty“five 


names had been enrolled. On the 21st, a public meeting was held at the 


City Hall, which was “literally jammed full of people.” General Adam 


Speice was called to the chair, and Major Thomas B. Tilton appointed 
secretary. The chairman stated that the object of the mecting was to 


-give an expression of the sentiment of the people with reference to the 


war, and to adopt such measures as were calculated to encourage the 
enrollment of volunteers. Captain ‘Luther Giddings, of the Dayton 
Cavalry, in response to a call, made some patriotic remarks, as did also 
Captain M:. B. Walker, of the Germantown Cavalry; Major Tilton; 
Captain Lewis Hormell, of the Dayton National Guards; Lieutenant 
Atlas Stout, of the Dayton Gun Squad; Lientenant John Love, of the 
United States Army, and others. 

At the close of the speaking, the following resolutions were otfered 
and adopted: 

“ Wiuerreas, The military despot who has recently usurped the gov- 
ernment of Mexico, has refused to receive the olive branch borne to the 
‘gates of his capital by a minister of the United States; has concentrated 
his forces upon our southern frontier, and commenced with murder an 
offensive war; therefore, 

“Resolved, That we view with satisfaction the promptness with which 
our congress has drawn the sword and appealed to the God of battles to 
establish—what has been as earnestly sought as it has been insolently 
refused—peace with Mexico and peace with Texas. : 

“Resolved, ‘That it becomes us as American citizens, desiring the 
success of our arms, to cast off the shackles of party and unite in carry- 
ing our country speedily and triumphantly through the war. 

“Resolved, That, as it is our duty as soldiers to be always ready, we 
will exert ourselves to fill up the ranks of our compamies, and whenever 
the requisite number of good and true men shall have been obtained, we 
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will march to the seat of war, rejoicing in the opportunity afforded of 
defending our country.” 

At that time Honorable Mordecai Bartley was governor of Ohio. 
On the 20th of the month, the governor, in compliance with the presi- 
dent’s requisition, issued General Order Number 1, calling upon division 
generals to muster their commands at once, and thus ascertain how many 
men would enlist as ee or riflemen for twelve months’ service, 
unless sooner discharged. Major-General Bell, who was at Greenville, 
received the order on oe Bas and immediately ordered the Tenth 
Division to assemble by brigades at the following places: The First 
Brigade at Dayton, May 26th; the Second at Troy, May 27th; the Third 
at Sidney, May 28th; and the Fourth at Greenville, May 29th. Ohio 
was called on for three regiments, an aggregate number of two thousand, 
three hundred and thirty-one men. Upon the reeeipt of this order of 
General Bell’s, General Adam Speice, on the 25th of the month, issued 
his General Order Number 1, ordering the commandants of companics to 


parade at Dayton on the 26th, with their fall strength, “armed and 


equipped according to law.” At eleven o’clock on that morning, nine 
companies reported and paraded the streets, with the view of immediate 
organization for the service of the United States. They marched to the 
southern part of the city, where they were addressed by Major-General 
Bell. As the numbers of the companies were not full, the general gave 
the several commandants another day to see their men. The National 


Guard began recruiting at their armory, on the north side of Second 


Street; the Dayton Dragoons at MceCann’s store, northeast corner of 
Third and Jefferson streets, but wi es the er enere that the gov- 


ernment would not receive cavalry, they the next day organized as the 
Dayton Riflemen. 

On May 28th a mecting was held at the City Hall. Enthusiastic 
men of all parties participated in the procecdings. <A series of resolutions 
was adopted to the eflect that whatever differences of opinion may 
have existed, or night still exist with referenee to the causes or the 
necessity of the war with Mexico, now that it had actually begun, it was 
the duty of every citizen, as well as the dictate of enlightened patriotism, 
to forego those differences of opinion, and to forget all other and meaner 


considerations for that of the glory of our cherished country, and ap- 


proving the call for fifty thousand men to carry on the war. Other 
resolutions were adopted, among them one moved by John G. Lowe, 
providing for the appointment of a committee of five to procure a loan 
of money to be disbursed on the order of General Speice, to defray the 
expenses of the volunteers from Montgomery County until they should 
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be mustered into the service of ihe thane States. The committee con- 
sisted ‘of Thomas’ Brown, Peter Qdlin, William Haker, T. J. 8. Smith, 
and I. Gecbhart. An executive committee of twenty was then appointed 
to raise funds for the support of the families of the volunteers during 
their absence in the war, the committee being as follows: Alexander 
Swaynie; Robert W. Steele, H. G. Phillips, P. Pp. Lowe, Henry L. Brown, 
and Samuel Marshall, of Dayton; Joseph Barnett, of Tarrison Township; 
Jefferson Patterson, of Van’ “Buren oleae Henry 8. Gunekel,. of 
German Township; Jonathan Harshman, of Mad River Township; John 
Conley, of Miami Township; John Burnett, of Jefferson Township; 
John Sherer, -of Randolph Township; James Patterson, of Madison 
Township; Henry Slidier, of Jackson Township; William Baggot, of 
Butler Township; Amos Irwin, of Washington Township; Moses Sherer, 
of Wayne Township; Isaac Voorhees, of Clay Township, and Dr. Lande, 
ley, of Perry Township. The committee was organized by the selection 
ore Ge Rhillips» ehairman; loberty W mSteele, secretqry, and Idenry, L. 
Brown, treasurer. General Speice established his depot and headquarters 
at. the corner of Jcfferson and Third streets, and detailed Major Tilton as 
mustering officer in command of the volunteers. By June Ist one hundred 
and seventeen men were enrolled, fifty-two belonging to Captain Gid- 
dings’ rifle company, and the remainder to the German National Guard. 
The Dayton Riflemen were organized on ‘the 30th of May, with the 
following officers: Captain, Luther Giddings; first heutenant, D. Long; 
second jeutenant, D. Brecount; first sergeant, J: P.) Speice; second 
sergeant, N. Allen; third sergeant, G. Coon; fourth sergeant, C. L. 
Helrigle; first corporal, W. G. Davis; second corporal, V. B. Howard; 
third corporal, Jobn Smith; fourth corporal, James Craig. Camp 
Washington was established in Mill Creek Valley, near Cincinnati, as a 
rendezvous for the Ohio voluntcers, and Samuel R. Curtis, nese 
general of the State, placed in command. The two companies from 
Dayton started for Camp Washington on the 4th of June, 1846. The 
Riflemen were under command of Captain Giddings and Ale National 
Guard under Captain Tlormell. They went to Cincinnati by the canal, 
leaving Dayton at sunset. <A beautiful flag was presented to the Riflemen 
by the citizens, before they left the city, which bore on one side an’ em- 
broidered cagle and the motto, “Our Country,” and on the other side the 
State arms with the name, “ Dayton Riflemen.” The two companies were 
escorted to the canal by the Dragoons and a large concourse of people, 
and the banks of the canal were covered with spectators. 

The National Guard was officered as follows: Captain, Lewis Tor- 
mel]; first heutenant, Wiliam Kery; second lieutenant, Christ Knecht; 
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first sergeant, William Spangler; second sergeant, Peter Weist; third 
sergeant, Adam Ziller; fourth sergeant, Fredenck Ploch. 

When these two companies left Dayton, there was being enrolled 
another company, which for a time was known as the “Tall Company.” 
The aggregate height of the first terptul velo ddot men enrolled was one 
hundred and twenty-three feet, an average of very nearly six feet. By the 
Sth of June this company had sixty-two men enrolled. It was officered 
as follows: Captain, A. L. Stout; first: henutenant, Dame] Tucker; second 
lieutenant, J. M. D. Foreman; first sergeant, M. Umbaugh; second ser- 
geant, Owen Smith; third sergeant, Joshua Bowersock; fourth sergeant, 
William Anderson; corporals, Lewis Motter, Russel George, Boyer 
Decker, and Andrew Curtner. This-company ‘left: Dayton ‘for Camp 
Washington, June 9, 1846, at ten a. m., amid the cheers of the men and 
the waving of h Javdile ecetaets by the women. The first two companies 
that left Dayton, as above narrated, had in their ranks when they left 
the city, ninety-six and ninety-two men respectively, and in order to 
reduce the size of the, companies, any who desired to do so had the 


-privilege granted them of returning home, and though it was not a very 
zy, ? (au) u 


popular step to take, yet several availed themselves of the privilege, and 
by this means the number in each company was reduced to seventy-seven 
men. These two companies were incorporated into the First Regiment, 
while the third company was excluded from all organizations for the 
reason that too many men volunteered for the necessities of the service. 
But this company of Captain Stout’s had in it two Germans, while the 
Dayton National Guard had in it two Americans, and at Camp Wash- 
ington the two captains made an even trade, two Americans for two 
Germans, in order that the German company, the National Guard, might 
be all Germans. On June 24th, the returned company, sadly disappointed 
because they were not accepted, passed a series of resolutions strongly 
denouncing the State authorities for having rejected them, the company 
being under the impression at the time that their rejection was on account 
of political reasons. — 

The three regiments which Ohio was asked to furnish were all organ- 
ized at Camp Washington on the 25d of June. The officers of the First 
Regiment were as follows: Colonel, Alexander M. Mitchell, of Cincin- 
natis, licutenant-colonel, John B. Weller, of Butler County; Major, , 
Thomas L. Hamer, of Brown County; and the two Dayton companies 
(the Rifles and the Guard) became Company B and Company C respect- 
ively of this regiment. 

On the 2d of July, the three Ohio regiments marched from Camp 
Washington into Cincinnati, and embarked on the steamers New World 
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and. Worth Carolina, at the foot of Broadway. These three regiments 
arrived at Point Isabel about July 15th, and aecording to a letter from 
the German company, they all enjoyed good health, the climate was fine, 
and the water good. In August they were at Fort Belknap, on the Texas 
side of the Iino Grande. Captain Giddings, of Company B, was~pro- 
moted to major; Ineutenant Brecount was elected captaim; Sergeant 
J. P. Speice, second heutenant, and Nathan Allen orderly sergeant. At 
Camargo, Captain Breeount resigned, and Lieutenant Speice dicd, his 
death occurring on the 27th of August, 1846. August Rex, first sergeant 
of Captain Hormell’s company, died the day before. Lieutenant David 
Long was promoted to captain, and Sergeant Nathan Allen was promoted 
to second heutenant. At the battle of Monterey, Colonel Mitchell was 
severely wounded, as was also Lieutenant-Colonel Weller, and thus the 
command of the regiment devolved upon Major Giddi lings. In this battle 


“the Ohio soldiers bore themselves with conspicuous bravery, most of the 


companies remaining compactly together throughout the day. The battle 
was described in a letter published in the Cincinnati Adlas as the greatest 
achievement of modern times, and the Joss in the battle was only thirty 
men in General Worth’s command, eight of these being from .Dayton. 
One of the killed was Corporal Waillam G. Davis, and. one. of the 
wounded Lieutenant L. Motter. 

During the winter of 1846-1847 it was decided to raise a regiment for 
the regular army, the Fifteenth, to serve during the Mexican war. ‘This 
regiment was to be recruited in Ohio, Michigan, lowa, and Wisconsin. 
ik. A. King, of Dayton, was appointed a captain in this regiment, and 
Thomas B. Tilton lieutenant. Of this company, twenty-two men were 
from Montgomery County, and thirty-eight from Logan County. It left 
Dayton for Cincinnati, April 24, 1847, a large concourse being in the 
neighborhood of the packet depot to witness its departure. Mayor 
Melsinney, on behalf of the citizens, bade the boys farewell, and Captain 
King responded on behalf of the soldiers. There were five Ohio com- 
panies in the regiment, three from Michigan and two from Wisconsin. 
The colonel was George W. Morgan; lieutcnant-coloncl, John Ioward, 
of Michigan, and the major, Samuel Woods. The Michigan and Wis- 
consin companies passed through Dayton on their way to the war, May 
12, 1847. : 

The same day on which these companies passed through the eity, 
news was received that the two companies that first went ont to the 
war, Companies Band C of the First Ohio Negiment, were on their way 
home from Mexico, and it was immediately determined to give them an 
appropriate reception. A committee was appointed to arrange the recep- 
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tion ceremonies. A mecting of this committee was held on the 17th to 
complete the arrangements. The Dayton Rifies, Company 3B, was mus- 
tered out at New Orleans on the 11th of June, and Captain Hormell’s 
Company C on the 12th. Company B reached Dayton’ on the 26th of 
the month with but forty men. The regiment, when it left Cincinnati the 
year before, numbered about eight hundred men. Of this number 
thirty-three had died of disease, one had been accidentally killed by a 
comrade, six had becn murdered by the Mexicans, sixteen had been killed 
at the battle of Monterey, and two at the battle of Ceralvo. The average 
strength of the regiment had been five hundred and thirty-three. Upon 
_ the arrival of the forty men in Dayton, the people turned out en masse to 
receive them. Citizens from the town and country, with the militia, with 
the brass band and the gun squad, assembled at the foot of Main Street, 
upen the canal, to the number of about five thousand. The volunteers 
were escorted to the National House, where a speech of weleome was 
made to them by Mayor McItinney. ’ Major Giddings made a speech in 
reply, in which le alluded to the trials through which they had passed 
“while away from home, to the small number of those that returned, to 
the twenty-one who had been buried in Mexico, and to the flag which 
had been presented to them by the ladies of Dayton before they went 
away, and which they had brought back with them, tattered and torn, but 
with wntarnished.whoner.)) Cheer upon cheer was given to the brave 
volunteers, and crowds waited upon each man to his home. F 
Captain Hormell’s company, the National Guard, reached home on 
Tuesday, the 29th of the same month. They. were welcomed at the 
National House by J. W. McCorkle in a brief but cloguent address. 

The volunteers under the first call having served their term and been 
discharged, another call was made upon Ohio for « regiment of soldiers. 
The Dayton German Grenadiers was raised under this call, and was 
officered as follows: Captain, John Werner; first Heutenant, John Fries; 
second lieutenant, Henry Toepfer. There were one hundred enlisted men 
in this company—thirty-five from Montgomery County, twenty-five from 
Columbus, and the rest from the vicinity of Bremen. On May 81st: they 

were escorted to the pubhe landing, where they boarded the packet for 
Cincinnati, and were there assigned to the Jourth Ohio Regiment. Of this 
regiment Captain Werner was made licutenant-colonel, Lieutenant ries 
was promoted captain, Henry Toepfer became first, heutenant, and Will- 
iam Gracbe second lieutenant. . -C. LH. Brough was made colonel of the 
regiment. The regiment was with General Scott at Contreras, Cheru- 
busco, Chapultepec, and the city of Mexico. At the storming of the 
eity of Mexico the Dayton company suftered severely, Lieutenant 
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Toepfer and a number of his men being killed. Captain John Fries was 
wounded. In February, 1848, the regiment was on garrison. duty at 
Puebla, and in’ July, 1848, the Dayton company returned home with 
only thirty-six men. Upon their arrival they were escorted by the 
National Guard and artillery to the common just east of Bainbridge 
Street, near Third, where a grand dinner was served. 

An incident oceurred in September, 1847, to which considerable 
interest attached at the time. It is well known by all who have given 
attention to the history of the Mexican war, that there was a large party 
in the country at the time who disapproved of the war from its com- 
mencement, and that there were some who condemned, if they did not 
oppose it, all the-way through. This was the case very generally wath 
the Whigs. The sentiment of those opposed to the war is perhaps as 
well expressed in the following resolution introduced into congress by 

the Hon. Thomas H. Benton, as in any language that was used by anyone 
in connection with the subject: : 


a 


“Resolved, That the incorporation of the left bank of the Rio del 
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Norte, in the American Union, by virtue of a treaty with Texas, com- 
prehending in the said incorporation certain portions of the Mexican 
departments of New Mexico, Coahuila, and Taymalipas, would be a 
direct aggression on Mexico, for all the consequences of which the United 
States would stand responsible.” 

The Hon. Thomas Corwin, then United States senator from Ohio, and 
the Ifon. Robert C. Schenck, then representative in congress from this dis- 
‘trict, were conspicuous in their condemnation of the war and its objects. 

This course was very distasteful to many if not to most of the soldiers who 
went into the army from Dayton. In order to give expression to their 
views, a meeting was held by the returned volunteers September 18, 1847, 
at- which they adopted a long series of resolutions. The meeting was 
held at the Farmers and Mechanies’ Hotel. Captain Hormel! was made 
chairman of the mecting, and M. H. Umbaugh secretary. The object of 
the meeting, as stated by the presiding officer, was to make arrangements 
for the celebration of the battle of Monterey. The committee on resolu- 
tions consisted of Lieutenant McCarter, Lieutenant Kline, Lieutenant 
Knecht, and Sergeants Coon and George. There were thirteen resolutions 
in the series, two of which, together with the preanble, were as follows: 
«Wuerzas, We have in contemplation the celebration of one of the 
most glorious achievements of American arms, the storming and capture 
of the Mexican city of Monterey, and deeming it necessary to vindicate 
ourselves from the stigma which a portion of the American people seem 


desirous of casting upon us, by denouncing the war in which we fought 
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as unrighteous, unholy, damnable, and unjust, we give expression to our 
views in the following resolutions: 

“ Resolved, That we consider the present war between the United States 
and Mexico as first brought'on by the act of’ Mexico by refustng to 
amicably adjust the difficulties existing between us, with having ordered 
her troops to cross the Rio Grande and attack the American arms. 

“Resolved, That hostilities having thus commenced, and war having 
been thus declared actually to exist by the act of Mexico, it became the 
duty of every patriotic citizen to give it his oe and cordial support 
until Mexico should be forced to terms of peace.’ 

Other resolutions were very severe in their criticisms upon Senator 
Corwin and Hon. hk. C. Schenck for the course they had pursued in 
congress, and the twelfth resolution extended a cordial invitation to the 
military of the city to unite.in the celebration of the anniversary of 
the battle of Monterey. | 

This war was brought to a ih early in 1848, by a treaty of peace 


which was Hae February 2d, of that year, and which was ratified by 
the senate of the United hele Ptkoneti 10th, following. By this treaty 


uhie oe line savas defined as follows: ~The’ Rio Grande, from its 
ry >] 


mouth to the southern limits of New Mexico; thence westward along the 
southern, and northward along the western boundary of that territory to 
the River Gila; thence down that river to the Colorado, and thence 
westward to the Pacific Ocean. The United States agreed’ 'to pay to 
Mexico fifteen million dollars, and to assume all debts due from the 
Mexican government to American citizens, to any amount not to exceed 
three millon five hundred thousand dollars. Peace was proclaimed by 
President Polk, July 4, 1848 

Although the war of the rebellion did not actually commence until 
the firing upon Fort Sumter took place, yet the events of the political 
arena occurring during the latter part of 1860 and the early part of 
1861, were so intimately related to that great struggle that it is deemed 
proper to introduce the history of this conflict with a brief reference to 
the leading movements of both the great political parties immediately 
precedent to the initiation of the stmfte. The Republican National Conven- 
tion assembled in Chicago on the 16th of May, 1860. After the usual 
contest among the several candidates for the nomination for the presidency, 
the convention nominated Abraham Lincoln on the 17th of May. 

It isa remarkable fact, and one that may not be remembered by all 
who were cognizant of it at the time, that in October, 1859, erght months 
before the nomination was actually made by the Republican convention 


at Chicago, Abraham Lincoln had been named for the presidency at 
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Dayton by the Hon. Robert C. Schenck, in a speech made from the same 
platform from which Mr. Lincoln had himself addressed the people but a 
few hours before 

The Wide Awakes, which played such an important part during the 
campaign which followed, held a mee eS on Saturday might, June 9th, at 
whieh J.C. Healy was chairmahb and §. B. Jackson secretary. At this 
mecting the draft of a constitution was ea and on the Lith au organiza- 
tion was effected and the constitution adopted. G. G. Prugh was chosen 
president of the orgamzation, and the vice-presideuts, one for each ward 
of the city, were as follows: 8. B. Leach, C. Snevely, A. W. Tenny, 
W. EH. Rouzer, George Lehman, P. Lutzs; corresponding secretary, J. C. 
lealy; recording secretary, Join McMasters; treasurer, Jolin Procunier; 
executive committee, H. W. Orvis, chairman, Moses Crowell, John Winder, 
W. J. Comstock, George Gohen, 8. A. Hendricks, and Noah Shaffer. 

On the same day upon whicl: the ae Awakes held their first meet- 
ing as mentioned above, there was held a mecting of the Democrats which 
was addressed by Cone W. Houk, who had been a delegate to the 
Charleston convention, which failed to; nominate a onivdadadte for the 
presidency. Myr. Houk dwelt at some length on the causes which led 
to the disruption of the convention, and was very severe upon the South- 
ern members thereof, by whose secession therefrom a nomination was 
prevented. J. Durbin Ward followed Mr. Houk, and after his address 
Mr. Hofer read a series of resolutions endorsing Mr. Houk’s course at 
Charleston, and instructing him to vote for Stephen A. Douglas at 
Baltimore.. 

At the presidential election, which occurred on the 6th of November, 
1860, the following was the vote cast in the several wards for the several 
Ae together with the total vote at the preceding October election: 
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There was great.excitement in Dayton on the 27th of December, for 
on that day the news was received that Major Anderson had transferred 
his command from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter. This movement, it 


was supposed, 


vas taken on the major’s own responsibility, and not only 
were his courage and patriotism commended and admired, but the ap- 
prehension in the minds of the people that Major Anderson and his 
command would be captured, was to a great extent relieved. Then came 
the news on the 29th of December, that the Southern seceders had taken 
“ht this 


{ 
o 


possession of Fort Moultrie and Castle Pinckney, and many thou 
movement demonstrated the folly of President Buchanan in refusing to 


garrison the-forts in Charleston Harbor with a force sufficient to resist any 


attack that might be ile upon them. Some went still further than this, 
considering it a burning disgrace that such possession should have been 
permitted. 

The Hon. C. L. Vallandigham was then a resident of Dayton. He 
had been elected to-the Thirty-third Congress over his Republican com- 
petitor, Hon. Samuel Craighead, by eleven thousand and_ fifty-two votes 
to Mr. Craighead’s ten thousand, mine hundred and eightcen. The 


excitement caused by the movements of the mulitary in the vicinity of 
' Charleston was not allayed by the fact that a short time previously 


Vallandigham had said in a letter to the Cincinnati Gazette, correcting 
that paper as to a report that had appeared tn its columns, of a speech he 
had made a short time before: : 

‘And now let me add what I did say, not in Washington, not at a 
dinner table, not in the presence of fire-eaters, but in the. city of New 
York, in a public assemblage of Northern men, in a public speech at the 
Cooper Institute, November 2, 1860, that ‘If any one or more of the 
States of the Umion should at any time seecde, for reasons of the suf- 
ficiency and justice of which before God and the great tribunal of history, 
they alone may judge, much as I should deplore it, I never would as a 
representative in congress vote one dollar of money whereby one drop of 
American blood. should be shed in a eivil y eur, GLC, 

“And I now deliberately repeat and reaflirm it, resolved, though I 
stand alone, though all-others yield and fall away, to make it good to the 
last moment of my political fe; no menace, no pubhe clamor, no taunts, 
nor sneers, nor foul detraction from any quarter, shall drive me from my 
firm purpose,” etc., etc. 

Mr. Vallandigham remained true to his convictions. On the 7th of 
January, 1861, Mr. Adrian, of New Jersey, introduced into the house of 
representatives the following resolution: “That we fully approve the bold 


© 


and patriotic act of Major Anderson in withdrawing from Fort Moultrie 
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to Fort Sumter, and the determination of the president to maintain the 
fearless officer in bis present condition; and we will support the president 
in all coustitutional measures to enforce the laws and preserve the Union.” 
Mr. Etheridge, of Tennessee, moved to suspend the rules for the reception 
of Mr. Adrian’s resolution. Upon this motion Mr. Vallandigham voted 
‘No,’ and afterward voted “ No,’ with fifty-five other members of con- 


evess, nearly all from the South, against Mr. Adrian’s resolution. At the 


time of casting this vote, he said, “I vote for peace and een ou 


refuse it. I vote now against force. No.” 


During the eay] T WATE of January tt SOT, there was circulated tl iToug rhe 
si 3 9 
out the at Third Coneres S810 } a} District for sslenatures a petition ureing 
ra) } o 


congress to adopt the Peds compromise which proposed that the 
institution of slavery should be made legal south of latitude 36° 30’ fy 
the territories, and that slaveholders should be guaranteed the right to take 
their slaves through the free states to any point they might desire. igs 
petition received but few signatures in this city. By those who were 
opposed to the compromise, it was said that the North could consent to- 


“po such humihation under threats of secession, so long, at least, as the 


4. 


secessionists were Janching at all attempts at compromise. 

On the 19th of January, 1861, there was a Democratic meeting held 
in Dayton for the purpose of electing delegates to a State convention. 
The question came up as to what was the sentiment of the mecting on the 
endorsement of the Critteuden compromise. The committee on resolu- 
tions, through their chairman, submitted a series of resolutions, a portion 
of ‘alitoh were thought by a part of the people of the city to lean rather 
too strongly toward the recognition of the right of a state to secede from 
the Union. As a matter of fact, they did savor so strongly of secession- 
ism that the meeting could not endorse the resolutions. In response to a 
demand for their pubheation they were published, the objectionable ones 
being as asi 

“Resolved, 38. That whilst we unhesitatinely avow our attachment to 
the Federal Union as it exists under the constitution of the United States, 
and whilst we are ready to express our conviction that there are no 
political evils now existing which justify secession as a remedy, yet we 
recognize the right of the people of the slave-holding States of this 
confederacy to form their own OC Sua, and to act upon their own 
convictions in reference to a state of facts which involve not merely their 
political, but also their personal rights, interests, and safety. 

“ Resolved, 4, That secession is neither constitutional nor Insurree- 
tionary, but it is essentially revolutionary in its character; and when, 


therefore, it takes place under our form of government in such a manner 
20 

































4 ‘ae 
® Lae 
, : 1 
i ey 
n 
a — ee coor’ Kit 5 


alk niemiiar OT oe Mievng' a) 16 errcere a iy 
Highiae ith Jade nite ie gna thie) ia tail oy) | j 
wilt on seraey Din vat adhe tote) i ene ye as 
: dint hgtion ast ro aahay aie EOL ie: eit biewedvert ie ee 
‘Datv ireisifa tiveness ete ai Oa ell | eae ning hie 


prt) per i=ce Dena” 


: . voqyas mM 





Tro, Sey PLE EE 


he +e. pee it ¥ oY ? ae en f. ei SEE eR 
itd got 
HY \ Ps CeaT nenlon lraky OY CE SMT OOF [* 


Hae nie 


EAC? awe dines 
abkar Ge aia ots TE 
i } Bet 7H Les . ; e 


i ob 
Pho wat it Bed 





ott SR 


bee rere Pattie tiean) ae eed er ane 9 perp G iwi Pade ae 
AITO Gis, BPeEy orb ee Tpke TD pe Baty My 
L =“ a, ; 


Diet { OLMESO it Ms een vee Lt AN Vek PEE oa 
ORT: DINER Ol Hae ‘yh gu thiols VO Seer ish aust sie ae 
nig 0 a TEDOWI ay hh reveank Hom ey fc Bs de ielisiiiek “is itty i 

jhe i | AV guey cece ie sat SARTO TE pita “G03 ye vey oth Key! te 
eestatgn | ae ett nifheer 1 eotioe a bowl ita’ aS a ies sigult staat rid 

fier cooul oF Gite suki to ahaa: ail 46 Peneg.ss Ah Me fiwortt one | 

With shies Od Pasa to tye wih to yron tre aso4 oid Danwot: 

PLY hex » pe +fo notte ie woneee Bethy aie Sour +O pontine AA 

yy SeerOorgeyt wd sy ht oa ly wyatt tou hhwes yt Poote Spey ‘a 


‘sid aitoitonyte dif): detidiieg vow ‘rodd sonny ny viort tat ty ta 

| Laiottey 
o) Hietileatie we wore yo nite hed fied awe deliubw rol Ae ete it 
aointe bavi odd to noitutitenes 90) relay Btaieo WW ak woh y {arab 6 
OM OG orngilt fuse OHA Pras: “APO sh ial OF eae ots on ‘velit 
ow Kae (Ybvittor a at siointasgs ptiteni, doidw walters: “oil gays 
at To. Bohr ue iri Liftyt- ANY EB oat to shorty wid be” nha | 
two twits Om ey a hile Tait beth wee ‘ys vunal eel 
Tiedt vlotoen duit, velo iil aes Ape as 
Be aye! Hahah farsi ek at vaghy foro 





pres Bie | | 
yqitsiait i ii na i santo, ve i bis: a C 





on a 


0 eee epee nny eee eer ee 


982 HISTORY OF ‘DAYTON. 


as to assume the magnitude of revolution, there is no power conferred by. 
the constitution, of the United States.to put) it, down by force, and an 
attempt to do so by arms would be an act of usurpation and would 
inevitably lead to military despotism. 

“Resolved, 5. That the resort to force under the circumstances would 
be the direct sacrifice of the very ends for which all legitimate govern- 


c) 


ment is instituted—the inevitable and final destruction of the Federal} 


Union, and 


would present the most conclusive illustration ever furnished 
im .the history of the world, of the imecapacity, of ihe, people for. self- 
government, 

“Resolved; 6. This resolution was in favor of the adoption of the 
Crittenden compromise. 

“fiesolved, 7. That war, when waged with a foreien power, to, main- 
tain our national honor, or the rights and liberties of the people, is 
righteous and justifiable; but when waged by two portions of the same 
people against each other, professedly to maintain a government that 
must necessarily perish in the conilict, would furnish a melancholy 
spectacle of human folly and fanaticism; that in such a war all the vin- 


dictive and revengeful passions of human nature would be called into 
exercise; its purpose would be destructive and not protective, and its 


inevitable issue would leave us. the exhausted victims of a military 
dictatorship.” 

These resolutions are interesting in an historical sense, as showing 
the limit in sentiment, to which only a few of the people of Dayton, and 
in fact.of Ohio, could persuade t themselves bO.0,.5 Lhe sereat, majority or 
them, without regard to past political afhihations, could entertain no 
sentiment inconsistént with the maintenance at any cost and at all 
hazards, of the #ederal Union. 

With the exception of the attempt to assassinate Mr. Lincoln on his 
way to Washington to be inaugurated president of the United States, 
there was, after the ripple of excitement caused by the publication of the 
above recited resolutions, nothing of unusual interest that transpired 
until the month of April. Vhe people simply watched the progress of 
events in and around Charleston, South Carolina, where the two forces 
were engaged in watching each other, and ero waiting for the other to 
make the first overt act of war. The month of April was, however, an 
exciting one in Dayton, as elsewhere throughout the country. The great 
question with many at that stage of the progress of events was, “On 
which side shall we take our stand?” It liad become clear by that. time 
that the fate of the party which had suceeeded in electing its president 


the fall before, was at the most but of secondary consequence, The 


nee we eine 




































% 
- 


qa oe a ae oe et naa: aig eon’ isthe 
Whey on sala Toate 


SD finn eld 1Gt Cad we if 
fifaow Bess. mortiegites bo Shag We hal DC ae ara 
| | mee 


—_— —- 


ua lege Ay: 





hhyow sontatecrny nts aah opin EEL Cnt 


Mists Vaeee PAL PUNO 











ee s [fr : wr rable. oe Pr wea Ty 
Peed ld be Thatta late PEN ig en te 
y ‘ sate \ hy oo eit \ 
ove es Petit. repiy nw LEON PEt aa ty yi eee} Vent 
14 ' bei} as ! ef , } i tt ‘if 5 a ‘} } , 
ie ‘ i ey. hy 
phd Sab Gul) Sao Bee ft) 
~ pager aD Nd BES 6. en 
is ee 4 { ’ 
ati gps ee bate | y i> 
/ sr ie sb ug age “ ee by a } oe ie ' Fay 
SA Ee 1} { TOC SOTA COVE He RPO ey Pet ved 
? i ye et aes A ee a 
bot iacauaars VIG) Shs ts (CER Tabliatnd EL ae “ak Be 
; ae { ae yA Prey ra hee 
/lagelo i eat hi jhekareys Hiyeavy SEORITIT EM? GAT bth 
“li? TB (t ; 145 °47 : rie ptt histo Ath Nhe welt viet Sam A) ita ae ae 
‘ t = - os « Pa Dost i fr + 
otek Hollnssedh Hhoow sien. jit slp eons spite baie 


(ie. OV oh ww btny ovidaor tel od tito ay fhe att ba 
di lpurs ip os aHELt bys Wd PRS 2a, Amey 1 pha Shikee Sit ald 


| } : gtat 1 
ant ees ee th CT Ae RSA wits -ebualiees Beit We 


vi iB rite, |) [ry ey > oe 

j Be hed, 7 ial i 4 5 j 7 
f\riee .worvret to DEL) Oboe Fees Oran ae oie Od roe rg et, ieevil 
by GERiT Tae id a ped Ot sawinetals SPATS Liles laos re Bie 


Cpt HE MCAT Diyhowe vnenintee A eye Sidi ploy picsany ag gon: chew pase a ¥. 
la: J fim teoo “YE ‘fr aN RL Pate eet via toyhetaw@ogel Javits | 
. tei Trea, ot ein eure art | 
cyl abasic AW ‘ghembewie: OD Dera ch hohe nae TORS oat aeak ey 
int betind ole Jo iiahteong aia: a. a vodpenibas Wl Od: YR", \ 
ht, We ‘sop theberey oels (A) TL: ath ne Be, alejufis ua qothe ene on Gr) 
haviqanarst bet Sasetioksli . iruaHtte Do pubstiaeir ai voor Totnes 
jo caaagena) ot fladave phypoele agen at: fina. Ren Alwoite ould. 
auorOk eyed oul viol: looses: wines tb ‘Teed Gian | wie 
yl fasten ls bevy watt Tae “bg cro ig Ren witint SANA : 
TT Vas a et " dita RES daar oD. 
; bir at... VSO eid, tae ast e itt oi rie seal a pope ad 
wt sey sala) Wa ena lay uate i. ops) fe aa Aye ino 
gnild. joel pl le vais jek s yet fs: gh N J 5 
yterlsteea'sey att it gytbaesinl igh sie ei ie dubai aa ri an 


wil. ,ughon dOefrex) epee ies lies saci iia , 








2 Re Seperate 


LAY OR SL TOT ML ITTY SIN HONE AS 


PON CLEAN NMOL SI 


SO aan FRR ET RAEN PRAT me EERE ETT REE a og 


were pecarenen tr VF nei 


Arie nanan) 5 eaten 





fILITARY WISTORY. 283 


ed 





success of the administration of Mr. Lincoln, however, was necessary to 
the preservation of the government itself. That the administration of 
Mr. Lincoln must be upheld in order that it might sueceed, became more 
and more apparent to a constantly increasing number of the people. It 
also became more clearly evident to all observers, that the great masses of 
the people were loyal to the government, even those whose choice for 
president had not been that of a constitutional majority. Still there 

an occasional Northern man, even at that early day, who considered na ait 
the demands of the South were reasonable, and argued that the south 
could never be coerced back into the Union. A few thought that certain 
of the Northern States, as Illinois, Indiana, and Olno, should make apphi- 
eation for admission into the Southern Confederacy. While it could not 
then, and cannot now, be truthfully said that many of the people of Ohio 
entertained such sentiments, yet to the great majority of the people, the 
utterance of them, even though known to be entertained by only a few, 
was exceedingly irritating and obnoxious. Some charged that the ari ee 
was driven to secession Hy the success of the Republicans at the polls, and 
others denied this quite as vigorously as it was asserted. It was argued 


that the Democratic party, from 1848 down to 1854, if not later, promul- 


gated, as one of its fundamental doctrines, that congress had the power 
under the constitution to exclude adhe. from the LAN the very 
ground upon which the Republican party had won its vietory. And it 
was also’shown that the Republican party, after the election of Mr. 
Lincoln, had passed enabling acts under which the slave-helders had the 
right to go into the territories with their slaves, which was the very 
doctrine that had become so notorious under the, name of “ Popular 
Sovereignty,” ard for which Mr. Douglas and his party had so strenuously 
contended. The ground for the necessity of secession seemed thus to 
have been completely taken from under the feet of those who contended 
for the right of secession. 

The ditheulty, however, at this juncture, seemed to be that secession, 
whether or not. necessary or mght, was almost, if not quite, an accom- 
plished fact. And the only course that had in it any of the possibilities 
of success in preventing it of absolute accomplishment, inasmuch as the 
seceders certainly would not be willing to forego secession unless they 


could be assured of the protection of slavery in the Union, appeared to 
‘) 2 op 


some, Who really loved the government of their fathers, to be to defend 
the institution of slavery against any and all kinds of ageressions, and 


Oc 


this view Jed those who reasoned thus to defend the institution. not only 


3 
as coustitutional, but also divine. Others who could not vo to this 


extreme, seemed compelled to defend the institution of slavery against 
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their own judgment, in order that hen might consistently defe a die 
government itself. 

Again, on the other hand, while the minds of some were thus con- 
fused, the majority could see that after all there was no real cause for the 
war. Mr. Lincoln had. said in his inangural that the fugitive slave law 
should be enforced, and taking this in connection with the action of 
congress in regard to the enabling acts above referred to, it was seen that 
the South had really been promised all she demanded, and stil] she was 
not satisfied; and the logic of the position\ was that if she) was not 
satisfied when she was granted what she asked, the case was, indeed, 
hopeless. Or to state the ease in other words, it was clearly scen that the 
South was determined to be satisfied with nothing but the total disruption 
of the Soe | 

The news of the attack upon Fort Sumter reached Dayton on the 
13th of April, and the excitement consequent thereupon was painfully 
intense. Groups of excited citizens discussed the situation at all hours of 
the succeeding night. Every one was grieved profoundly at the outbreals 
of the war, but there was no sentiment apparent but the determination 
that the government should be sustained.. True men of all parties were 
wanited in this determination. Still there was one paper in this city that, 
immediately on receipt of the news of the bombardment, said: 

“Civil war is upon us by the act.of the Lincoln administration and as 
the natural result of the election of Lincoln. ILaving taken our position 
at the beginning, against the policy of coercion, we intend to stand by it 
to the end. Whatever others may do, we stand firm and.immovable 
against men or money for a civil war. Let the watchword be ‘Com- 
promise, but no coercion, no war.’ ” 

Notwithstanding the publication of this statement, the people were 
animated by an enthusiastic Union sentiment. On the 1dth, this sentiment 
found expression in the raising of a United States flag from the wigwam 
staft in the presence of a great crowd of people. ‘The Regimental Band 
played the “Star Spangled Banner,” and patriotic speeches were made by 
H. 8. Young, 8. Craighead, Mr. Egsley, and others. Thirty-four rounds 
were fired from the cannon in honor of the Union, the only accident being 
the breaking of a negro’s leg by the bursting of the swivel gun. ? 

On the same day, the serviees of the Dayton Light Guards were 
tendered to Governor Dennison, and also those of the Light Artillery 
Jompanuy. Captain Dister rapidly filled up the ranks of the Lafayette 
Yagers, afterward the Lafayette Guards, for the same patriotie purpose. 
The young: men of ihe city and vieluty rapidly curolled themselves: in 
the different companies then forming for the service of their country. 
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Caplin aes jhad a recruiting office at basco Ital, for the purpose 
of filling up the ranks of the Montgomery Guards. Captain Pease was 
the ‘Light Guards’ Armory, and Captam Dister was at the corner of 
Jefferson and Market streets. Patriotic citizens made known their read- 
iness to contribute to the support of the families of volunteers from 
Dayton during their absence in the army. Funds were subscribed for the 
purchase of uniforms for the Lafayette Guards, but as the State afterward 
uniformed the company, these funds were devoted to the support of the 
families of the members of the company. At a mecting of the Zouave 
Rangers, held on the 16th, a resolution was unanimously adopted that the 
services of thé company be tendered’ to the @overnor as a home guard ‘to 
perform duty within the limits of the State. On the same day tlrere came 
a telegram from the governor, calling for the services of two companies 
of seventy-five men each to report Neen at; Columbus. Captains 
Pease and Ylughes promptly responded to the call, and Captain Dister 
telegraphed to Columbus that his company was ready to march. Captain 
Childs, of the Light Artillery, also sent the samme announeement the same 


aiternoon with reference to his company. The governors call was 
4 J © E 
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received at three o'clock in the afternoon, and before night three com- 


/ 


oH 


panies of infantry and one of artillery were in readiness to march. They 
all ne Dayton for Columbus on the next day. 
Phe Licht Guards were tied as follows: Captain, W. B. Pease; 
first icutenant, J. Il. Winder; second heutenant, W. Woodward; ensign 
> ? 9 re ee, 
W. He Martin; sergeants, P.M. Warman, J. EH. Jones,; and: W. L. Patter- 
sou; corporal, S."C."Reed. » There were aNteed privates and one hundred 
and twenty-six recruits, making an aggregate of one hundred and fifty 
men in the company. sai: 
Recruiting was commenced on the 1$th for Company B, Dayton Light 
d 
Guards, by W. Bennett, Thomas Hale, ands: Ramby. A. Kuntz, hew- 
3 4 
tenant, made a call upon all who were desirous of entering a company to be 
> 
called the Montgomery Cavalry. Qn this same day Colonel EF. A. Tens vas 
o v Me oO 
appointed by the governor to take charge of the volunteer encampment 
at Columbus. A mecting was held in the Fifth Ward for the purpose of 


ey a ee 


Oy ren oe 


forming a company of home guards. Of this mecting Simon Snyder was 
the chairman and A.C. Marshall secretary. A recruiting committee of 
five was appointed, consisting of HE. C. ilhs, 1. D. Mitchell, George Leh- 
man, T. J. Sigman, and Ezra Thomas. Thirty-five members enrolled 
their names that day. ) 

Captain Dister’s company was oflicered as follows: First licutenant, 
Lewis Kuhlman; second lieutenant, John Wand; sergeants, A. Niessling 


| 
| and Anton Kuhlman. 
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On the 19thof April, the first and second regiments of Ohio Volin- 
teer Militia left Camp Jackson for Washington, D.C. ‘The first regiment 
contained the following Dayton companies: Lafayette Guards, Dayton 
Light Guards, and Montgomery Guards. HH. A. Parrott, of Daytom, was 
in command of the regiment as major. Captain Chil oe sistas artillery 
company was converted into an infantry company, and on the 19th of 
April, paraded the streets of Dayton, one hundred and seventeen strong, 
to the tune, “The Girl I Left Behind Me,” and made a brillant:appear- 
ance. Their departure on that day was an event of thrilling interest. 
The Zouave Rangers were, at about the same time, ordered to Columbus 
to perform guard duty. During the week ending April 20,1861, nearly six 
hundred men enlisted in oo to defend the flag of their country. Four 
companies were then on their way to Washington, and early the next 
week the Anderson Guards, Captain Nolan, were- ready to tale the field. 
Of this company M. P. Nolan was captain, 8. .B. Snuth first heutenant, 
and R. Patterson second lieutenant. The company left for Columbus 
April 23d. Just before leaving the city, Captain Nolan made a speech to 
the citizens assembled to witness their departure. He said that he had 
opposed Mr. Lincoln’s election, but he had been constitutionally elected, 
and was consequently the president of the country, and as such he was 
his president. He said that the North had been sneered at by the South 
as wanting in true courage, but he believed that the Anderson Guards 
would prove to the Southern people that all the courage and chivalry of 
the country was not to be found south of Mason & Dixon’s line. When 
this company left the city, J. H. Thomas was first sergeant and Ashley 
Brown second sergeant. P. UH. Darcy was the first corporal. 

On the 20th of April, a meeting was held in Beckel Hall for the 
purpose of petitioning the city council for an appropriation for the relief 
of the families of those of the citizens of Dayton who had volunteered, 
or who should volunteer, in the army. The county commissioners were 
also requested: to make such an appropriation for the same purpose, as 
they might deem proper, for the families of the volunteers from the county. 
Two persons from each ward in the city were appointed a volunteer relief 
committee to take charge of whatever money might be appropriated by 
the council or the commissioners, and: also such subscriptions as might be 
contributed by private citizens, and to distribute the same to the families 
of the volunteers. The president of this mecting was HIon. W. HI. Gil- 
lespie, mayor of the city. Te appointed as a committee to select the 
relief committee, the following gentlemen: DB. M. Ayres, R. W. Stecle 
John He Achey, Thomas) Brown; Bi Ff. Wait, and: M. Burrous. The 
committee selected by them was as follows: JVirst Ward, D. A. Ware- 
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beh ed W tan Bicleens Second Ward, Danicl U1. Dryden anid W iiiam 
H. Gillespie; Third Ward, James McDaniel and HH. Gebhart; “Fourth 
Ward, Jonathan: Kenney and John G. Lowe; Pifth Ward, C.F. Kneisly 
and Samuel Marshall; Sixth Ward, Thomas ah eter andiudNe Viotra dls 
Young then moved that a subscription be taken up among those present, 
and immediately $4,553.01 was subscribed in sums of from ten dollars 
to one hundred dollars. Twenty of the subscriptions were for one 
hundred dollars each, and eae these there were two subscriptions, 
by Gebhart & Brother and by. T. A. Phillips, each for twenty-five barrels 
of flour. 

During all this time, when each seemed to vie with the other as to 
the demonstration of his readiness to serve the government in whatever 
capacity he could best do so, there was considerable anxiety as to the 
attiiude of the representative in congress, Hon. ©. L. Vallandigham, 
frome the Third Congressional District. In order to set this matter at 
rest, Mir. Vallandigham published a létter. in the Cincinnati dnguzrer, 
under date of April 17, 1861, in which he said: 

“My position in regard to this civil war, which the Lincoln adminis- 
tration has inaugurated, was long since taken, is well known, and will be 
adhered to to the end. Let that be understood. JI have added nothing 
to it, subtracted nothing from it, said nothing about : ncaa: since the 
war began. I know well that EL am» right,:and ‘that in a little while 
the sober, second thought of the people will oe ‘ present sudden * 


and fleeting pubhe madness, and will demand to know why thirty mil- 


hons of people are butchering each other in civil war, and will arrest it 
speedily. But meanwhile, should my own State be invaded or threatened 
with invasion, as soon it may be, then as a loyal, native-born son of 
Ohio, acknowledging my first allegiance to be to her, © will aid in defend- 
ing her to the last extremity, asking no questions. Whoever shall then 
refuse or hesitate, will be a traitor and a dastard. And this same rule I 
apply to the people of Virginia, IXentucky, or Missouri, as to any of the 
free States, north or west.” ; 

On the 23d of April, the city couneil, “as a first installment,’ made 
an appropriation of ten thousand dollars for the support-of the families 
of the volunteers during their services in the army, providing for 
raising the amount by the issue of bonds of the city for that-amount. 
Only one fourth of that sum was considered necessary to be raised at that 
time, but the relief committee would eall for whatever portion of the 
amount should be needed as it was needed. 

There were numerous interesting incidents during the next few 
months, in the nature of flag raisings. One of the first of these occurred 
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onthe 26th of April,a beautiful national emblem: being on that day thrown 


to the breeze from the tower a the northwestern district school-house. 


The flag was made by the pupils themselves. On this occasion speeches 
were made by 8. Craighead and I. Eihott. Another of these flag raisings 
occurred next day, at the intersection of Hast Third Street with the Xenia 
pike. On the ist of May, a magnificent flag was raised over the council 
chamber. It was twenty by thirty-six feet im size, and the pole was fifty- 
six feet high. The speakers on this occasion were G. W. Houk, Ton. 
tobert CO. Schenck; Colonel Murphy, of Bellbrook, a leading Dewctevat 
of Greene County, and the Hon. F.C. Cuppy. 

An election for officers in the First Ohio Regiment was held at Har- 
risburg, Pennsylvania, on the 22d of April, in which the people were 
somewhat interested. Lieutenant A. D. McCook, of the regular army, 
was elected colonel; H. A. Parrott, of Dayton, lieutenant-colonel, and 
Captain J. G. Ilughes, of Dayton, major. On April sales the eos 
Guards, of Dayton, elected officers as follows: Captain, 8. B. Jackson; 
first heutenant, George M. Bacon; second lieutenant, aioe . Sum- 
Mens; rst serceant, samuel Wilson; second: ‘scrceant, Soh. Smith, 
This company left Dayton for Hamilton May 1, 1861. .Captain Gunckel 
raised a company named the Union Guards, which, by May 6th, was 


composed of over one hundred men. The Regimental Band was baie 


as musicians for the First Ohio Regiment, and left Dayton to join th 

regiment May 13, 1861, having previously given a farewell concert at ie 
courthouse on the 11th, in the presence of a large assemblage of people. 
As they left the depot, J. D. Phillips and’ D. E. Mead, on behalf of 
friends of the band, handed them a purse of one hundred dollars in gold, 
for contingent expenses. On May 19th, the Buckeye Guards returned to 
Dayton for the purpose of filling up their ranks for three years, if the 
war should last so long. Forty reeruits were wanted. About May 20th, 


the Oregon Guards were organized by the election of A. C. Fenner, cap- 
tain; T. D. Mitchell, first heutenant; J. Roberts, second Neutenant; E. 


Randall, third lieutenant, and George Lehman, ensign. At a regular 
meeting held that evening, they tendered their services through the gov- 
ernor of Ohio, to the president of the United States, “for three years or 
until the war shall end.” 

About this time the ladies of the German St. John’s Lutheran Chureh 
organized themselves into an association for the support of the families of 
the German volunteers. Mrs. Trebein was the treasurer of the association, 
and Mrs. Falke was the secretary. Toward the latter part of May a 
beautiful flag was made by the young laches of Dayton for the First 
Ohio Regiment, to be borne by the color company of the regiment, the 
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Dayton Light Guard. h flag was of blue silk trimmed with a yellow 
fringe. On each side was seen the American eagle. . The anscriptions 


were simply “#H Pluribus Unum” and the “First Regiment Ohio Volun- 


teers.” This flag was presented to the regiment in Virginia, and Agena 
for them by Jion. Robert C. Schenck, who during the month of May 
had been appointed brigadier-general by President Lincoln. The first 
battle this regiment was im was that at Vienna, Virginia, and the next was 
that at Bull Run in the brigade of General Schenck. Upon the expira- 
tion of their three months’ term of enlistment, they returned to Dayton, 
reaching here on the 2d of August. They were received at the depot 
by the military companies then in the city, by the fire department, and 
by a vast concourse of citizens, who gave them a mght royal welcome 
with patriotic speeches and with salvos of artillery. It was a most 
enthusiastic ee, a ee tribute to their gallantry on the field 
of battle. For a considerable time they were the center of attraction, 
the heroes of the hour. | 

A company was organized and named the State Guard, of which the 
following were the oflicers elected: Captain, E. W. Davies; first lieuten- 
ant, Joseph Clege; second lieutenant, A. Pruden; first sergeant, N. Allen; 
second sergeant, T. Kibby; third sergeant, N. Ells; feunth sergeant, 
J. M.-C. Matthews; corporals, William Trebein, John Mills, A. Belden, 
and WH. L. Warren. : 

The Dayton Light Guard, Company B, elected officers June 3d, as 
follows: aan chs A. Dickey; first Heutenant, Lewis Lalose; 
second heutenant, N. H. Watters; sergeants, William Van Doren, James 
Parner, (I)) D: Hall D. M. Stewart | Wha Wi eon Harmon; treasurer, L. 
LaRose, and secretary, G. W. Inrcheio | 

The Buckeye Guard, which has been mentioned before in these 
pages, opened recruiting lists for three years’ service on the 20th of May, 
and on the 80th of the same month, left Dayton for Columbus. There 
were fifty men in this company from Dayton, and the company was 
afterward transferred to the ‘Twenty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. On 


the day before the Buckeye Guard left Dayton, twenty-live men left the 


city to serve for three years in Company A, Eleventh Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry. ‘The company which they joined, contained seventy men from 
Dayton. 

The Union Guard, Captain Gunekel, had one hundred men enrolled 
by the 6th of May, but up to the 5th of June they could not enter the 
service because Montgomery County already had a full quota in the field. 
Ilowever, on the 19th of the month Captain Gunekel received marching 
orders fiom General Carrington, and was to report at Camp Dennison by 
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the 22d of the month. Is company was to join the Twelfth Regiment 
as Company I. It contained twenty-five Dayton men, the rest being 
from Montgomery, Preble, cn) and Darke counties. 

During the early part of July there were reeruited in Dayton twent 
men for the First Ohio Battery, who were taken to Camp Dennison, 
where the. battery was organized. During its first year’s seryice its 
equipment. and duties were so peculiar that it received the cognomen, 
the “Jackass Battery,” and, as may be readily coneeded, it was known by 
that name to the end of the war. 

There was opened in Dayton on July 25, 1861, a recruiting office for 
the United States regular army, which te here throughout the 
war. About one hundred men enlisted in that arm of the service, 
the term of enlistment having been reduced by congress from five years 
to three. 

Following isa list of the recruiting offices open in Dayton, in August, 
L861: Captain Thruston’s, on Main Street, near Second; Captain O’Con- 
nell’s, over the old postofiice; Captain Gunelel’s, on Main Street; Captain 
Kuhlman’s, Frohsinn-Uall; cavalry recruiting office, at the corner of 
Third and Ludlow streets; Lieutenant Denton’s, in Clege’s bui 
Third Street, for the Eightcenth Regulars; Lieutenant Timoney’s, in the 
for the Fifteenth Ree 


Beekel ee nlarss TseC.aMitehellis,| ion alain 
‘St 3 


So 
Street, for his company of shanpenloakets: Captain Smith Davisson’s, in 
the Beckel building; Captain Woodward’s, in the Huston building; Cap-- 
tain George McKinney's, at the Light Guard Armory; Lieutenants Smith 
and Steward’s, on Third Street; George Pomeroy’s, at the Beckel ITouse, 
and I, W. Anderton’s, at No. 108 Main Street. 

An effort, which was very successful, was made during the weels 
ending October 19, 1861, to collect and forward clothing and blankets to 
the First Regiment. The number of blankets furnished by the several 
Wwabes)of the city) was as follows: Hirst Ward, Jos; Second. Ward, 
26434 coainch Ward ASGy ourths Ward: 13é0;miitith  WardlokQits) Sixth 
Ward, 65—total from the city, OO, An the same time Miami City sent 
71, making 978 in all. In addition to the blankets, there was forwarded 
to the soldiers a great quantity of clothing, coats, shirts, socks, ete. There 
was then on hand a sum of money equal to $105.48, and to expend. this 
amount &@ committee was appointed, consisting of James McDaniel and 
Robert W. Steele. The regiment was then at Camp Corwin. This camp 
had been selected on the 19th of August, and was located two and a half 
miles east of Dayton on the ill. On the 23d of the month the first three 
companies, numbering m the aggregate two hundred men, mareh ed to 
this camp. September 2d, the Dayton Cavalry was ordered to Camp Cor- 


Rds ah 
































i ede 


perpen HoT eet on ae eh vs i: (amine 
i: ees (ens adds Ate en y: tive a) 

Perens TROL Idaevy sou hd: jatelsa' ! 
Aare acre wh Ae y ya dt} ply) hi Pinas cylovie ‘out ¢f 
main Hl {3 iy 13%.) AAG ow vhs iat i ey Be se i (1 pid > | 
Nimmo Pbilery vbetilt RT AEE cate, ps Wek his SS erated: od eS 


uitiad bys pa et 


oS 


Yl ; 
reve na , pide Pray, MR ME aah dis mn ‘ug Aiea 
ay , ; Ly nt es 
pin N54 j “4 F Ae , kb Maia a) oe fy 
bigeyyy iA Py yeas Le p Payers jet SO A aR cy 
x ae 
vi i yf } bey c pee > 
‘ f sh ' yep 
eee TEM 41 ht ah 44 2 
eee yO See a 
Petey pEUEOe foceedat meat : nid BEIM 1 yd 


b nite jsettiabieay bey (eed 
ak 2 A is “sat 
go Da oan 
PY GRE TL Roy SER, ial Rat pent 
rif p if {Tees 410 i 1s it (ul fF —— ot 






(diy oiintishtt O.. sercliveaitl divoottimk ain ie , Ae too 


ey hide titi swiodamiaginns to dee frog alth ON, ae 
(WD: peacittitinadearodrs Pt oat pie beeper tiu: We induct ‘st a inbli pel { fostoath 
iveatarncnion! ERE EE an pane, bait Hy ie Fo Be, sIVLE 2 Holt, Oyookh : 
LW dpeinatt oilt te clei omloon: vee? handT- 6.8 hoenae HOT, sid 
cite boats AOL off de wictodnu abud.. Vt wh 


af? ontot shaut sew leebeene pov saw sotay ayeties at 


| ia ‘ if of Preity rpg perk. Pyar . si baw eur FOat RED sodoti if), gwibag, 
wipoal Tadsiet toate te vacant ot neat densi hia a, 


Th eee aa apna WY tees araranklork an enw plo ven, to aban | 
gi oFOL dre Ve Ar OGL. de V7 Liao ber ino paid? Dig 
tiioe (00 tah pnd ome ahh tA, soe, shics cla coun {abot 8a ror 3 
leperiettent ay owen aod sade Athos aeveuls asl Ate at BYR pti AW 
wel)! nie eke ae AOD euiditnilo lo siden np dnerg ny enh boa, arltad, 
FS Brisas Od “Tics AE Tipo gudom, do. nemaen bara 10 odd. : 


Line donne lai. <F nn he mi) rescied ba rai eV «Hea hinicn APOE Bae midi ten nion He 


2 eh ed. aero? iqant dicular duniiieed od ae sloped. Wi 40 fo if 
‘Henk a fie Ort Aen any heres’ YS wl to ed, cal no borason anadl- 
‘athe jeyi) Sold cidecrets Oeh tet oe oad: 440) Bint Nhs £40 sO | 
| Neriotuett ATO hvornivensi a! vant dvds wrayiets eet inf, _piriwdanss 
Qe dy spat Ol) — een « bee) teoorgnGh, walt am. ta 10) 











ore 


rr rere moneenpenerpeereneneenry — 
EE EET IT EN TT EN LT RITES ETL LA OCR E OEE NY SRE ET ILE SIE LEE TOE IER NG te ra ay: i ee 


a 


MILITARY ITISTORY. 291 





<= ane dee et nee —— nS Sh 





win. Lwo months were then dopened to organization and drill. On the 
12th of October notice was received that the government could not supply 
the regiment with blankets, a a henee the action of the citizens as noticed 
above. On October S1st the regiment marched through the streets of 
Dayton, one thousand strong, and took the ears for the field of battle on 
their way to join MeCook’s brigade. The following numbers of Dayton 
men were in the regiment: Company B, one hundred men; Company C, 
eighty men; Company HE, sixty men; Company F, one hundred men. On 
themith ot Aucust recruiting commenced. for a, company, to join the 
Thirty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, of which regiment they became 
Company Hi. km this company there were forty-five Dayton men. Re- 


eruiting was commenced August 20th for a company for the Fourth Ohio 
Cavalry, and the company contained about fifty Dayton men. On the 
same day recruiting commenced for a company of sharpshooters which 


was assioned to the Second Ohio Infantry, forty of the men being from 
Dayton... About thirty Dayton men were raised for another company for 
the same regiment. In September about forty Dayton men were recruited 
for the Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment and: about thirty-five for the 
Porty-fourth Ohio. ) 

The State Guard, above referred to, was composed of men over 
forty-five years of age. Hach ward had its own company of militia, and 
the Society of Turners formed themselves into the Dayton Yagers. There 
were two cavalry companies and one artillery company. The Ohio Guard, 
the Oregon Home Guard, and the Cadet Grays were reorganized. Be Sihe 
these, there were the Franklin Invineibles, the Dayton Forcibles, the 
National Guard, the Union Reserve Guard, the Harrison Rangers, the 
Slemmer Guard, the McClellan Guard, and the Franklin Zouaves, all of 
which companies with their parades, picnics, drills, and festivals served 
to enliven the duller occasions when exciting war news was not very 
plentiful. 

Governor Tod appointed a military committee for Montgomery 
County on the 15th of October, 1861. - This committee was composed of 
the following gentlemen: H.S. Young, Damiel A. Haynes, James Turner, 
Tetés. Phiblips;\iieary ‘Howler, \tobert, W. Steele, Thomas,J, 8. Smith, 
J. G. Stutsman, and Thomas BR. Tilton. This committee had charge of 
the recruiting and organization of companies and all other military 
matters for the county so far as the interests of the State and government 
of the United States were concerned. ‘Twenty-seven men from Dayton 
left here on October 17th for Benton Barracks, Missouri, where they joined 
a regiment of sharpshooters. During October and November, twenty- 
three more men from Dayton joined the same company, while several 
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others also joined the same regiment from Montgomery County and the 
adjoining counties. Atter a time spent in skirmishing in Missouri, they 
went to Pittsburg Landing. April 1, 1862, the namre yin eS e regiment was 
changed to the Fourteenth Missouri, ae yaeeheriall ord the name was 
again changed to the Sixty-sixth Illinois. 

Following is a partial list of the organizations containing soldiers 
from Dayton that were in the service on the Ist of January, 1862: In 
xeneral Roussean’s brigade at Green Itiver, Kentucky, four companies, 
Captains Kuhlman, Thruston, O’Connell and Pomeroy; in camp at Wick- 
liffe, Kentucky, two companies, Captains George D. McKinney and 8. B. 
Jackson; at Somerset, Kentucky, Captain M.S. Gunckel; in the Fourth 
Ohio Cavalry, Captain John fi alae and Jieutenant Adam Isuntz; 
Captain Childs, at Point Pleasant, West. Virginia; Captain W. W.Wood- 
ward, on the Kanawha River; Captain F. Gunckel, at Charleston, W est 
Virgina; Lieutenant George lL. Croome, with a part of MeMullen’s 
battery, at Camp) Fayette,’ Virginia;:Captain T., C. Mitchell’s sharp- 
shooters on the Iron Mountain Railroad, one hundred miles from St. 
Louis. John Crowe had a company in the Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment 
in Ikentucky. Besides these, there were about one hundred and fifty 
men from Dayton in the regular army, belonging to the Fifteenth and 
Highteenth regiments. 

Much was done in Dayton in the way of supporting the families of 
volunteers who had gone to the field. Entertainments were given by" 
different companies, dramatic, musical, ete. The Soldiers’ Aid Society 
was one of the first to occupy this field, and it was earnest and active and 
eficient throughout the war. Ilairs and festivals were held, and every 
means that could be relied upon to raise money, clothing, or any needed 
supphes. The Second Ladies’ Aid Society was organized August 7, 18602. 
Its officers were: President, Mrs. Preserved Snuth; vice-president, Mrs 
H.W yatt; treasurer; Mrs, A. Jewett; secretary, Mrs. H. D. Carnell. It 
had a board of managers, consisting of sixteen ladies. The Third 8ol- 
diers’ Aid Society was organized September 3, 1862. It was afterward 
named the Oregon Ladies’ Aid Society. Its officers were: President, 
Mrs. IT’. N. Sowers; vice- president, Mrs. J. It. Hayden;. secretary, Mrs. D. 
L. Rike; treasurer, Mrs. E. Heathman. This society had a board of 
managers, consisting of twelve ladies. Besides these societies composed 
of adults, there were societies composed of children, which did good 
work in collecting articles needed by the soldiers in the tent and in 
the field. Their services were highly appreciated by the beneficiaries 
of their labors. 

During tle entire year 1862, recruiting was continually going on in 
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Dayton. Tt was the great year of doubt and anxiety as to the success of 
the national cause. Reeruiting was commenced for the Ninety-third 
Regiment early in July, 1862. Captains W.1I, Martin, T. C. Mitchell, 
and» William Birch were each raising a company for the regiment. 
Captain Martin’s was to be a company of sharpshooters, and to have its 
place on one of the flanks of the regiment. Its other commissioned 
omeers) were -P. HW. Warman, first lieutenant; and. George HM. Phillips, 
second licutenant. All three of these oflicers were men of experience. 
The inducements offered to join this reginent were a bounty of one 
hundred dollars, of which twenty-five dollars was to be paid in advance, 
one month’s pay in advance, and a premium of two dollars. The regiment 
was organized at Hamilton on the evening of July loth by the military 
commission, with the following officers: Charles Anderson, colonel; 
Wiram, Strong, of Dayton, leutenaut-colonel,; Abner A. Phillips, of 


‘Butler Connty, major, and Josiah Campbell, of Preble County, quarter- 
3 y) y) j 


master. Myr. Campbell almost immediately resigned, and Joseph Iaton 
was appointed to the place. The name of Colonel Anderson was a potent 
influence in recruiting for this regiment. Great interest was taken in the 
filing up of the companies that were being recruited in Montgomery 
County, and special efforts were made by the citizens of Dayton to secure 
the required number of men. A meeting was held at the courthouse on 
Saturday night, July 19th, by the ward committees, which had been ap- 
pointed the oes evening previous, for the purpose of assisting to fill 
up the ranks of the companies. The ward committees were_as follows: 
First Ward, Alfred Pruden, Robert. Chambers, and J. 8. Morehouse; 
Second Ward, Robert. R. Dickey, Robert W. Steele, and H.S. Fowler; 
Phird Ward, . Lb, Brown,G.oW. Rogers, and John H..Achey; Fourth 
Ward, J... W.. Dietrich: W. Davies, and W.Conover;. Witth Ward, 


S. Boltin, James Turner, and, © FB’. Kneisly; Sixth Ward, Wiliam Bom- 
berger, ,M.eBurrous, and, W.. “Hichelberger. The method used by this 


Poo iateee to induce men to unite their fortunes with this regiment was 
to raise a fund, with which to assist the families of the volunteers to live 
while the volunteers themselves were fighting the battles of the country. 
For this purpose, a meeting was held on the 29th of July-at the court- 
house, at which about ten thousand dollars was raised. Another meoting 
was held next day, at which it was ordered that twenty-five per cent of 
the subscriptions should be paid to the treasurer of the citizens’ com- 
mittee, George W. ltogers, and a series of resolutions adopted with 
reference to the appointment aud the duties, after their appointment, of 


an executive committee. The eommittee appointed consisted of Messrs. 


Steele, Dietrich, Davies, Dickey, and Rogers. This committee, in con- 
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nection with the military committee, extended an invitation to the Hon. 
George E. Pugh to address the people on the SUN EC of the war, with the 
view in part of assisting to complete ‘the recruiting of the Ninety-third 
Résiment:) Mr: Pugh dehvered a powerful and ‘patriotic address, urging 
upon the people the necessity of sustaining the national government in its 
struggle with armed rebellion. On the 11th of August, several companies 
of this regiment went into camp. Besides the three companies already 


ev 
mentioned, there were at the close of that day, the following companies: 


> 


Two from Preble County, Captains Dasher and Paullus; one from Butler 
County, Captain TL. 11. Wallace, and one from Miamisburg, Captain John 
Allen. The regiment was placed under marching orders August 18th 
and departed from Dayton on the 23d of the same month. ‘The city was 
full of people to witness the departure of the regiment, and the scene was 
both affecting and juspiring. The young ladies of Dayton presented the 
regiment with a handsome stand of colors, and it was the intention of the 
Dayton Female Bible Society to present the regiment with a Bible before 
it left the city, but adverse circumstances prevented this from being done. 
The book was, however, sent to the regiment together with a New Testa- 
ment for each member thereof, by W. Terr on behalf of the society. The 
fund, which was ao for the benefit of the families of members of the 
Ninety-third Regiment, was afterward’ converted into a military fund. 
Up to! Aucust’ 12th, "about the time when the regiment went into camp, 
there had been subscribed a sum of twenty thousand and seventy-seven 
dollars and seventy-five cents, in sums ranging from ten to a thousand 
dollars. The thousand dollar subscriptions were by John Ilarshiman, 
Thomas Parrott, and°VeWinters & Son. 

The summer and fall of 1862 witnessed great activity in recruiting 
men for the war. While the Ninety-third Reoiment was being filled up, 
and after it had gone to the field, there were numerous other organizations 
middie tor men. “A erear war mectine. was) held” Auecust 9, 1862, at 
which, in the absence of General~Lew Wallace, who was expected, the 
meeting was addressed by a remarkably cloquent gentleman, a stranger 
to nearly all present, the Rev. C. B, Keyes, of New York. In the after- 
noon, Licutenant-Governor Fisk, of Kentucky, delivered a speech, tracing 
the germ of secession back to the days of Jackson. Ife said that there 
was no such thing as concihation. The Southern leaders spurned and 
spit upon Northern men as flunkies, who talked about conciliation. 
There was no hope for the country except in making war the business of 
the country. Colonel Anderson followed Lieutenant-Governor Fisk, and 
made a most eloquent appeal for the vigorous prosecution of the war. 


The Dayton Rangers were being recruited at the courthouse in 
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August. The commissioned officers were: Captain, Daniel 8. Thorne; 
first lieutenant, A. C. Fenner; second lieutenant, Henry Guckes. One 
hundred dollars bounty was offered to married men. At the same time, 
Captain Joseph Staley, First Lieutenant F. W. Anderton, and Second 
Lieutenant Thomas Stewart, were recruiting a company for the Eleventh 
Ohio Regiment. Another company was being raised by Captain Wilham 
S. Louis, First Lieutenant Henry Callihan, and Second Lieutenant Will- 
jam Hannon. Also one by Captain W. J. Callifiower, First Licutenant 
M. (f. Gill, aud Second Lientenant, Ames H. Iloftman. The special 
inducements offered for men to join ths company were two hundred and 
twenty-seven dollars bounty to all who had famihes to support. Captain 
W.E. Wells, First Lieutenant Smith Davidson, and Second Lieutenant 
kh. G. Clark, were engaged in raising a company. Captain Danicl Rouzer, 
Virst Lieutenant J. D. Marshall, and Second Lieutenant Lhomas Randall, 
were similarly engaged. Licutenant A. Knecht, Jr., was at the same 
time recruiting a company for the Fifty-second Regiment, offering one 
hundred doUars bounty at the end of the war. 

On the 19th of August the military! committee commenced making 
arrangements for the first draft. Formal notice was given on the 22d. 
that it would begin on September 8d. In order to make the draft impar- 
fial among the several counties of the State, it had been necessary to 
enroll all the Gitizens between the ages of cighteen and-forty-five. The 
enrollment for Dayton, and the number of volunteers up to August 29, 
1862, were as follows: 
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Extra inducements were offered at this time so as to render the draft 
unnecessary if possible. To married men, two hundred and twenty-five 
dollars was oflered, and to single men, one hundred and forty-five dollars. 
Some were enlisting in obedience to the call of duty, others in order to 


save the county from the draft, while others were afflicted with various 
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imaginary diseases in the hope of being thus reheved from the disagree- 
able duty of fighting. -The difliculty in cases of this kind was that the 
examining oflicers could not sce that the disease imagined to exist was 
sufficient reason for issuing a certificate of exemption. Meanwhile the 
soldiers in the field were enjoying themselves immensely at the prospect. 


of some of their friends, who had 


retrained from entering the service of 


the government, either from personal or politieal motives, having to 


or 
1g 
become active patriots albeit against their will. On the ist of September, 
Camp Dayton was rapidly filling up, though it again became tate for 
the people of Dayton to supply them with blankets and clothing, as the 
movermment<was Unable tO prepare the quarters in the eamp in, time. 
On this day a meeting of the county commissioners was held, and it was 
resolved to increase the sum already authorized to be raised by the issue of 
conditional bonds, from fifty thousand dollars to sixty-five thousand dollars. 
An appeal was also made to the citizens to assist the commissioners, as 
there were at that time five hundred fannlies of voluntecrs in the county 
dependent in part or wholly upon the Eee: for means of support. 

The advance of Kirby Smith’s ‘army upon Cincinnati thoroughly 
aroused the citizensas to the danger Ohio was in of being invaded. A 
meeting was held at Armory Hall, September Ist, to consider the best 
means of defense. R. Hl. Corwin was made chairman of the meeting 
and J. C. Healy secretary. On account of the slim attendance of citizens, 
those present adjourned to Beckel Hall in the evening, a committee 
having first been appointed to prepare business for the evening meeting. 
This committee consisted of Rev. Mr. Spees, i. 8S. Young, Judge Wood, 
JA. Jordan, and GG. Brush. At the evening meeting 
that, in view of the impending danger of invasion of the State, all able- 


it was resolved 


bodied men should euroll themselves for amilitary discipline and drill, and 
hold themselves in readiness to go to the front at the eall of the governor, 
and a committee of five was appoimted to prepare an address to the 
citizens of Montgomery County, setting forth the necessity of immediate 
action. This committee cousisted of Rev. Thomas E. Thomas, John G. 
Lowe, Rufus King, Theodore Barlow, and Judge Haynes. The address 
of this committee was published September 4th. It expressed the opinion 
that only the uprising of the entire community could prevent invasion. 
Hvery moment was precious. But the simple array of the citizens in 
arms would secure safety. It was the eucrrilla and the raider that were 
to be prevented from entering Olio; there was not so much to be feared 


irom ‘the reoular rebel army: Organization, drill, and arms were the 


« 


great necessities. The battle with the advancing foe would have to be 


decided within a few days. 
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The 


euard over their homes against Kirby Smith and his approaching hordes. 


governor entled out the roe of in river counties to stand 
All armed men that could possibly be in readiness by the 4th of Septem- 
ber would be accepted by General Lew Wallace. . Dayton was urged to 
send to Cincinnati by that day, every man that could possibly get away. 
Under such appeals as these, meetings were held in each ward of th 
eity, and each ward raised at least one company for the defense of the Std 
In the Second Ward nearly one hundred and fifty men were enrolled, and 
W. W. Woodward was chosen captain. Inthe Third Ward there were 
iwo meetings, and two companies raised. Of Company A, D. J. Rouzer 
was elected captain. In the Sixth Ward, W. L. Winchel) was. elected 
captain of the companys Other wards did fully as well, and in the evening 
of the 4th, two hundred and fifty men left Dayton for Cincinnati, to 
prevent Kirby Smith from-crossing the Ohio River. In the same evening, 
there. was held a meeting of German citizens at Beckel Hall for the 


purpose of forming a Home Guard Battalion of Germ: es and on the Sth 


there was a war mectine held at the same ee e@, WOT this mice ting Colonel 
D: 5. Fitch was bmnae Gea tan Robert Iechman ee an, ani Jolin 


Py olan; setretary.<” A committee of Pee Was motel on resolutions, 
econsisiine oi vion Wil, Gillespie, Cover "Chisom and! day Mott. Vhis 
committee reported a serics of four resolutions in favor of organizing, arming 
and drilling the militia of the city and county; of taking ike steps necessary 
to organize a regiment under the military Jaw of the State, and of arming 
and equipping it, and tendering its services to the governor of the State; of 
appointing a committee of five to carry this resolution into effect; and in 
favor of giving this committee ee to nee all ward committees 
necessary to secure the immediate organization oF this regiment. The 
committee appointed under these resolutions, consisted of D. A. Houk, 
Wilham W. Eery, Jonathan Harshman, Dennis went and Colonel Ifenry 
Miller. ‘The result of these and sinilar efforts was, that from all parts of 
the State, men came to the front with all kinds of arms, shot-guns, rifles, 
pistols, anything that came handy, and dressed in any kind of attire that 
happened to suit the occasion. So variously were they dressed, and so 
variously were they armed, that they received the name of “Squirrel 
Hunters,” but whether Kirby Simith’s soldiers would have been as easily 
brought down at the crack of their rifles and shot-guus as squirrels 
had frequently been on previous oceasions, was never demoustr: ated, as 
they retreated southward without testing the valor of the “Squirrel 
Tlunters.” 

Phat this would be the case could not be foreseen in Dayton. IJfere 


it was by no means certain that Dayton itself might not be besieged. To 
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guard against the possibility of such a continge Hey au oe was van on the 
evening of September 6th, a meeting to consider the best means of defend- 
ing the city against an attacking rebel force. The question was, should 
Dayton procure three cannon for the defense of the city, which being 
decided in the affirmative, a committee of three from each ward was 
appointed to canvass for subscriptions to a fund for the purchase of the 
necessary cannon. The citizens did not, in their excitement, think that for 
them to attempt to defend the city against an invading army, should one 
attack it, would be the most certain way of causing its destruction. Ilappily 
the occasion of putting their valor, or their wisdom, im this matter to the 
test, never came. There was aunncely opportunity, however, for testing 
their generosity in connection with this expected invasion of the State, in 
the numerous calls made upon them to feed the hungry regiments of 
“Squirrel Hunters” going to the front, and right nobly did they respond 
to every call, no matter whether made in the nuddle of the day or the 
middle of the night. 

One eflect of this rush of citizen- eli iers to the front was the post- 
ponement of the draft for men to fll up the old reoiments.in the field. dt 
was first postponed to the 15th of September, and then to the Ist of 
October. Many thought that the government was mercly threatening a 
draft for the sake of ‘frightening men into the army, and for this reason 
PERKS out of the army, thus, upon their own theory, making the draft a 
necessity so far as their own course was concerned. Just previous to the 
first ee ii. 8. Young, draft commissioner for Montgomery 
County, gave notice that all the wards of the city of Dayton were exempt 
from the draft except the Third and Fourth, the first lacking twelve men 
of having her quota full, and the second oe five. On the 17th, notice 
was given that all the wards of the city were exempt except the Third, 
which still lacked twelve men. This ward, however, filled its quota nee 
the draft came off on the Ist of October. After it had been concluded, 
there was great curiosity to know how it all had been conducted; it was 
something new; it had not occurred before within the memory of the 
oldest inhabitant, hence the anxiety to learn the precise process, and the 
names of Uncle Sam’s favorites, was perfectly natural and commendable. 
The men were drafted for nine months, and the number dratted in Mont- 
gomery County, curiously enough, numbered precisely six hundred 


and sixty-six. 


Opportunity was then given the drafted men to enlist. The Dayton 
Light Guards were being recruited for the Fighty-fourth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry by B. W. Kerfoot, captain; James C. Turner, first heutenant; 
James UI. Brownell, second ican One hundred dollars government 
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bounty was offered, two dollars premium, and one month’s pay in advance. 
The field officers of this regiment were Jlalbert B. Case, colonel; James 
Ki. Piecard, heutenant-colonel, and John H. Winder, major. J. D. 
Marshall was raising a company for the One Hundred and Twelfth 
Regiment. Lieutenant Emil Schnndt was recruiting a company for the 
Bighth Ohio Battery. Joseph Hess was raising a company for the One 


4 


Hundred and Ninth Regiment, commanded by Colonel M. P. Nolan. 
Captain W. J. Callifiower was recruiting a company for the One Hun- 
dred and Twelfth Regiment; Captain John Birch for the Twenty-second, 
and also one for the Eighth Ohio Cavalry. 

Not all of the drafted men took matters with an undue amount of 
seriousness. On the 8th of October, those drafted 11 Miami Township 
came into Dayton in splendid style, preceded by a four-horse omnibus 
bearing the Miamisburg Brass Band, which discoursed its sweetest music 
on the way. The drafted men were in high spirits, and were, in many 
cases, accompanied by their friends. 

After the excitement caused by the draft had subsided, there was 
excitement in the field of politics, over the election of a member of 
congress from the Third District. The Republican candidate was Major- 
General Robert C. Schenck, and the Democratic candidate the IIon. C. 
L. Vallandigham. The nee east in Dayton for the former were as 
follows: «First! Ward,233; Second Ward, 232; Dhind Ward, 283;¢Fourth 
Weartd;:, 2865. Mifth, Ward, 392;: Sixth Ward;:290. ) Thetotal numberof 
votes cast for General Schenck was 4,007. ‘The number cast in Dayton 
for Mr. Vallandigham was as follows: J irst Ward, 220; Second Ward, 
1235 Chord. Wards 190e;Kourth\ Wards: 4085. fth Weakdh 3738; Sixth 
Ward, 309. Total vote for Vallandigham, 4,972. 

The work of citizens of Dayton in aid of the famihes of her soldiers 
was so great, and the meetings held and cflorts made were so numerous, 
that it is impracticable to set forth in detail all that was done. The best 
that can be done in this work is to relate iJlustrative incidents, from 
which the reader must be permitted to inter the rest, and he will be in 
little danger of estimating the work done at too large an amount, unless 
his imagination is exceedingly fertile. A soldiers’ aid meeting was held 
at the courthouse October 28, 1862, to devise means for the relief of the 
families of the volunteers. Dr. Thomas was made chairman of the meet- 
ing, and L. B. Guuekel, secretary. On motion of John G. Lowe. it was 
resolved that, in view of the distress among the families of the volunteers, 
it was both expedient and necessary to increase the subscriptions to the 
county voluntecr fund, adding thereto twenty thousand dollars immedi- 


ately. J. 5S. Young, Ksq., was appointed a so niditioe to correspond with 
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300 WISTORY OF DAYTON. 
the authorities for the purpose of securing government employment for 
the women and children of the volunteers. Messrs. Conover and John 
G. Lowe were appointed to wait 1 ae the members of the legislature 
from this county, and secure from them, af possible, pledges that they 
would use their best efforts to secure the legalization of the bonds issued 
by ‘the county for the relief of the soldiers’ fannlies. A committee of 
two from each avard was an appointed to soheit subscriptions in the 
city for the immediate relief of such as were in the greatest need: Nearly 
three thousand dollars avas subseribed at the meeting. One of the 
obstacles to be overcome in raising recruits for the army, was closely 
eonnected with this matter of supplying the families of those who had 
already enlisted, and of those who might enlist. The few who were 
opposed to the war, were industriously engaged in circulating reports 
among the soldiers at the front, that their families at honie were suffering 
from the neglect of those who had promised that such a state of tlings 


o 


should not exist while they were absent in the army. This was done in 


order to induce desertion, and the circulation of the same stories at home 
had the effect, to.some degree, of discouraging enlistments. The difficulty 
was understood by some of those who had the cause of the government 
most at heart, but there were others who did not so fully realize this 
matter, and, then some of those who did realize it were not able them- 
selves to extend the needed aid. From all these causes there was 
considerable suffering that would not have existed had the loyal people 
been more fully aware of its existence, and there was also suffering that 
would not have been permitted to continue, had others, who ‘were 
willing, been able to reheve it. All these considerations, however, the 


soldiers could not be expected to take into account, and the result was 


that some of them thought that it was poor encouragement to fight for 
their country, if that country w ould pernut their families needlessly to 
suffer want. 

In order to relieve the families of suffering, and the soldiers of the 
painful consciousness that their familes were suffering, the leading 
eitizens, and the city and county authorities were untiring in their own 
efforts and in their appeals to all classes of their fellow-citizens. To this 
end a meeting was held on the 24th of October, 1862, and on the 27th of 
the same month the county commissioners issued an appenl to the people 
to further aid in the good work. In connection with their appeal, they 
published a brief history of what had been done and gave a deserip- 
tion of Wes condition in Which many of the soldiers’ families were living. 
This was done because there had been an attempt made in certain 
quarters to throw doubt upou the truth of the statements that there was 
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as much distress existing as had been supposed. On December 6, 1862, : 
mecting of ladies was held for the purpose of carrying on this work. aoe 
feature of the Jadies’ plan was to ask cach minister of a chureh in Dayton 
to request his congregation to take up a colleetion for the benefit of the 
poor of his parish, and to strive to develop a spirit of emulation among 


the churches as to which would do the most in this direction. The worl 


was continued at an adjourned mecting held..on the 8th of the same 
month, 

After the draft, which éceurred on the Ist of October, there was 
bat little ‘reemitine, in Dayton dure the remame@er of the year. In 
December, 1862, there were twenty-two men recruited here for the One 
Hundred ine Thirteenth Ohio Volunteers. This regiment, at the battle of 
Chickamauga, lost one hundred and thirty-eight officers and men. In 
January, 1863, an officer of the Tenth Tennessee Infantry came to Dayton - 
to organize a brass band for his regiment, which was known as Governor 
Andrew Johnsou’s Body Guard. He seeured seven men in Dayton and 
ten in Germantown. 

Durive the winter of PS62- oe the various soldicrs’ aid societies 
published reports of the amount of work they had done, usually for the 
preceding six months. The ae iers Aid Society, as it was ealled until 
other soeicties of a sinnlar nature were organized, when it took the name 
of the First Soldiers’ Aid Society, published a report in January, 1863, of 
the amount of worl: it L juae ie from August 15, 1862, to Tessas 2, 
1863. It had sent boxes of provisions, clothing, and other necessities to 
the dieters commission, to the Ninety-third Lesiment, to the Wirst 
Ohio Regiment, and to the hospital at Nashville, Tennessee. The list of 
articles sent to these places was very la . The treasurer’s report showed 
that there had been received in money $707.20, most of which; $582:37, 
was by individual subscriptions. The seals during the same time 


‘had been $624.46. After the reading of these reports, the folléwing 


officers were clected for the ensuing year: President, Mrs. Richard 
Bates.” vice pelagic Mrs. E. Thresher; secretary, Mrs. Wilbur Conover; 


‘treasurer, Mrs. JK. KR. Dickey. Lhe ‘board of) nimiagers; elected: atthe 


same saves consisted of ten ladies. 

The Second Ladies’ Aid Society was organized at a date previously 
oiven imi "these” pages! It made a*report February 7, .1863) ofavhat it 
had accomplished in the six months sinee the time of its organization. 
Ee total’ cash POC Ls of its treasurer. had been $1,329.44; of which 
sum Mrs. TW. Wyatt had collected $1,197.50. Its disbursements had been 
$1,058.02. 


The Ladies’ Benevolent Society was organized December 29, 1862. 
v Cc) > ? 
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for the purpose of relieving the distress that existed among the worthy. 
poor. This society divided the city up inte districts, and appointed 

eommittee of ladies for each of the districts. Mrs. Dr. Steele was 
president yof the society; Mrs. OC. I. Craavford, secretary, and, .Joln 4H. 
14, 1863, 
and, that 


Winters, treasurer. The treasurer's report, made February 
showed that the receipts up-to that time had been $677.35, 
he had paid out $684.31. 

The Oregon Aid Society, an account of the organization of which 
has been given, made its semi-annual report February 24, 1863. Since 
August 26, 1862, the date when they commenced their labors, they had 
sent to the soldiers in the field large quantities of all kinds of clothing 
and other necessities. They had received in money $440.90, and. jad 


expended $390.40. The officers elected to serve during the next term 


were Mrs. T. N. Sowers, president; Mrs. J. hk. Lloglen, vice-president; 
Mrs. D. L. Rike, secretary, and Mrs. HK. Heathman, treasurer. The board 
of managers elected at the same time consisted of twelve ladies. 

An incident of considerable interest at the time of its occurrence, was 
the arrival in the city from the army of Geueral Rosecrans, on Friday 
evening, March 13, 1865, of Mr. J. W. Dietrich, with packages, letters, 
ete., for soldiers’ families, containing twenty thousand dollars for ee 
tion,among them. The envelopes were marked with their respective 
amounts of money, and the money was carefully packed about the person 
of Mr. Dietrich. There were packages, letters, etc., for more than three 
hundred different persons, all of which were properly delivered to the 


intended parties. 
— A great mass mecting was heid Saturday might, March 21, 1863, at 


which a Union ia esociation, or Union League, was formed. The ear 
speakers were J. /..Jordan and Colonel Charles Anderson. A committee 
was appointed to aaah a constitution for the league, consisting of 8. Craig- 
head, Y. V. Wood, Jacob Dietrich, James Dietrich, and Warren Munger. 
Articles of association and by-laws were adopted, by which the condition 
of membership was made unqualified loyalty to the government, and 
unwavering support of its efforts to suppress the rebellion, and the 
primary principle of the association was to discountenanece and rebuke 
by moral and social influences, all disloyalty to the federal government. 
A. committee of one from each ward was appointed to nominate oflicers 
for the Jeague, these gentlemen being as follows, named in the order of 
the number of the wards: John Morchouse, Charles Harries, V. Winters, 
Alexander Gebhart, Christian Kueisly, and B. F. Wait. The league was 
organized March 28, 1863, by the election of the following oflicers 
nominated by the committee: President, EH. W. Davies; vice-presidents 
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—one from each w ines A. M. G. basi Ti. W. R Bruner, Geni ge W. 
Rosers, WS. helps,’ AnG. Walden, lew Guckes; tebancliae secre- 
taries, 5. C. Brumbaugh and J. W. Dietrich; corresponding secretary, 
A. C. Itueppman; treasurer, VY. Winters. An executive committee was 
appointed, consisting of Lewis B. Gunekel, J. A. Jordan, E. A. McCain, 
Samuel H. Boltin, M. Burrous, TW. 8. Fowler, Warren Munger, Christian 
Grosse, Jolin 8. Morehouse, Nicholas Viot, a B. Morrison, ad Angustus 
dXuhnes. | | hie 1] 
There was considerable excitement about this time, because of 
the extraordinarily large sale of firearms and ammunition in the city. 
iven to those who did not know what was going on, 1t was impossible not 
to know that it was for no ordinary purpose. It was not for hunting 
purposes, because the season for hunting was over. As much as five 
hundred dollars’ worth of revolvers were being disposed of every week, and 
in some instances one man would buy as much as five pounds of powder. 
The simultaneity of the movement showed that there was a general 
understanding. To a great extent, the demand was from the country. It 
was well known that at that time the amehts of the Golden Circle were 
making preparations for resistance to the national authority. It was also 
well known that there was a lodge of the Knights in, or near Dayton, 
which was holding nightly vigils within one mile of the courthouse, and 


it wasthe most natural thing in the world to connect the unusual sale of 


arins and ammunition, and the existence of this lodge. 

It was not long after this time, until the loyal people of the county 
made a characteristic demonstration algo. During the latter part of March 
and first part of April, 18638, the relief committee sueceeded in awakening 
among the farmers a laudable desire to do something for the benefit of the 
families of the soldiers in the war, and the result was, that a concerted effort 
was made to show what could bedone. The farmers agreed to bring wood 
and provisions to the city, and place all in charge of the relief committee for 
distribution. The plan of those having the matter in charge, was to have 
a grand procession, consisting of the farm wagons loaded with wood, pro- 
visions, etc., as they came into town. The procession formed at the head 
of Main Street, on the Lith of April, a little before 12 M., and moved down 
Main Street to Fifth, on Fifth to Jeflerson, on Jefferson to Third, on Third 
to the public landing, and there unloaded. The delegation from Beaver- 
town came into town headed by the band, which went out to meet them. 
It consisted of forty-one loads of wood and ten spring wagon loads of provis- 
ions. As it passed along the streets, it was erected with cheers and the 
waving of handkerehiefs. The procession commenced inoyving at 1 P.3 


the Brantford wagon taking themiead; \ This wagon carried three cords of 
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wood, and was drawn by six horses. Seated) wpom the load was Samuel 
D. Edgar, holding the United States flag in one hand, and his hat in the 
other, hisroray lair streaming! im) the breeze... After the’ Beavertown 
delegation, eame the delegation from Madison township, which made a 
very long line. There were in the procession one hundred and thirty-three 


wagons at the start, and while the procession was moving, enough other 


wagons joiped it to increase the number to one hundred and forty-two wagon 
loads of wood, all of which were unloaded at the landing. Besides these, 
there were several wagon loads of provisions. There were about four hun- 
dred contributors, and the relief committee reported that there were about 
four huudred soldiers’ families in their charge. It was evident, therefore, 


that the provisions so eciedicind donated to the cause, would not @o very far 
9 


with so many mouths to feed. The committee, therefore, felt justified in 
making another appeal to the public for provisions to feed the hungry. 
The wood was distributed mostly on the 18th of Apri, at the rate af one 
third efia cord to a family. 

On the same day that the wood was distributed as above described, the 
Ladies’ Benevolent Society made a report ef their Ce for the preceding 
four months. They had, so far as lay in their power, relieved the necessi- 
ties of two hundred and fifty famihes, and ie expended S1,144.10 ont of 
a total receipt of $1,220.75. Mrs. L. Steele was the president of the society, 
Mrs. C. TH. Crawford secretary, and Mrs. font H. Winters treasurer. 

A pleasant incident oceurred in Dayton on the 2 ist of this month. It 
was the presentation of a sword to Captain John U. Ixreidler. ke sword 
vas a beautiful pearl-mounted one, and there were presented besides, a belt 
and a fine Smith and Wesson revolver. The sword bore the following 
inscription: “Presented to Captain John U. Kreidler, of Dayton, Ohio, by 
kindly 
piece ‘of business about two hundred citizens of Dayton, and the present- 
ation comnittee consisted of H. Gebhart, W. Dixon, and D. W. Iddings. 

From this time on, the year 1863 was far from being devoid of events 


his friends and Joyal fellow-citizens.” There were implicated in this 


of stirring interest. For the purpose of preventing as far as possible the 
continuance of a growing evil—the inducement of soldiers to desert, and 
the discouragement of culistments, General Burnside, whose headquarters 
were at Cincinnati, on the 15th of April, issued what beeame his fanious 
“ General Order No. 58.” This order provided that persons found within 
the lines of the army comiitting acts for the benefit of the enemies of the 
country, would be tried as spies and deserters, and if econvieted, would 
suffer death. Under this heading there were numerous classes of persons 
specified. The paragraph in the order, which eventually had the most 
interest to the people of Dayton, was the following: 
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eThe habit of declaring sympathy for the enemy will 110 longer be 
tolerated in this department. Persons committing such offenses will at 
once be arrested with a view of being tried as above sti ated, or seut beyond 
our lines into the lines of their friends. It must be peel cantonstio al 
that treason expressed or implied, will not be tolerated in this department.” 

twas gencrally understood that this ordet of General Burnside was 
at, the time'of its issue, aimed more particularly at the Hon. Clement L. 
Vallandigham, that gentleman being the most conspicuous of those who, 
within the General’s department, were “declaring sympathy” for the 
enemies of the country. But if this understanding of General Burnside’s 
intention in its issue were correct, it did not deter Mr. Vallandigham from 
the expression of lis opinions as to the necessity or policy of the war. April 
30, 1863, was appointed by President Lincoln as a day of humiliation and 
prayer throughout the country. On this day, Mr. Vallandigham made 
a speech at Columbus, Ohio, to an assemblage of his fellow-citizens, in 
which he denounced the order of General Burnside and the courts-martial 
to'try violations of the order. On the next day, at Mount’ Vernon, Mr, 
Vallandigham addressed another assemblage of citizens, and in the course 
of his address, as was proved in his trial, made use of the following 
expressions: “This war is a cruel, wicked, and unnecessary war;” ‘a war 
vot being waged for the preservation of ithe Union; )“ca war) dor the 
purpose of orushins out liberty and the establishment of a despotism; ‘a 
war for the liberty of the blacks and the enslavement of the whites.” He 
also said, that if the administration had so wished, the war could have been 
brought to an honorable termination months ago, etc. With reference to 
General Order Number 38, he said that it was a base usurpation of 


_arbitrary authority, and invited his hearers to resist the same by saying: 


“The sooner tle people inform the mimons-of usurped power that they 
will not submit to sueh restrictions upon their hberties, the better 

The response of General Burnside was very prompt with reference to 
the enforcement of his order. On the 5th of May, 1863, Mr. Vallandig- 
ham was arrested at his home in Dayton, Ohio, about three o’cloclk in the 
morning. There were about one hundred and fifty soldiers in the body 


that effected the arrest, Mr. Vallandigham being taken to Cincinnati for 
trial by a military commission. There had been for a year or more a 
growing dissatisfaction with the government with reference to its war 


policy even among its friends, and their discontent, added to the open 
hostility to the war as a war, made the enemies of the administration 
appear more numerous than they really were. The feeling caused by the 
arrest of Mr. Vallandigham was therefore exceedingly intense and bitter. 


ry) . . 
lhroughout the day messengers were sent out into the country to bring 
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in as many as possible of those who thus felt bitterly toward the govern- 
ment, for the purpose of organizing a mob for the destruction of the 
Journal office, as that paper had, through thick and thin, through evil 
and good report, sustained the administration in its efforts to suppress the 
rebellion, and had imade itself especially obnoxious to those who, for one 
reason or another, had persistently opposed the suppression of the 


rebellion. 


The Empire, which bad been Mr. Vallandigham’s stauneh friend from 
the beginning of the war, expressed the scntiments_of the most deter- 
mined opponents of the war, im ‘the:\evening ‘of the arrest, in’ the 
following language: “ Neither Mr. Vallandigham nor his friends would 
have offered any resistance to his arrest by due process of law. He has 
told them time and again that if he was guilty of treason under the 
constitution, he was ready, at all times, to be tried according to that 
instrument. But they have disregarded all law and usages of law in his 
arrest.. No charges were preferred; he was not told for what crime he 
was arrested, dragged from his family and friends, in the dead of night. 
He was simply informed that Burnside had ordered it. Does Burnside or 
any other man hold the lives and hberties of this people in his hands? 
Are we no longer free men, but vassals and slaves of a military despotism ¢ 
These are questions that will now be decided, if the spirit of the men who 
purchased our freedom through the fiery ordeal of the Revolution, still 
lives in the hearts of the people, as we believe it does. . Then all will yet 
be well, for 1¢ will hurl defiance at such mihtary despotisin, and rescue 
through blood and carnage, if it must be, our now endangered liberties. 
Cowards are not deserving of liberty, brave men cannot be enslaved. In 
our opinion the time is near at hand, much nearer than unthinking 
people suppose, when it will be decided whether we are to remain free, or 
bare “our necks to the despot’s*heel?’ "Phe eontest will bela’ ‘powerful 
one. It will involve the loss of many lives and immense destruction of 
property. Men in afiluence to-day will be beggars to-morrow. There will 
be more orphans and widows, tears, moans, and suffering; but the men 
who: love liberty will emulate the spirit and daring of the imimortal 
heroes of the Revolution and make the willing sacrifice. ... . We know 
the men here who have been mainly instrumental in having this hellish 
outrage perpetrated, and by the Eternal, they will yet rue the day they 
Jet their party malice lead them as accomplices into the scheme of 
depriving by foree, as loyal a citizen as they dare be, of his liberty,” ete. 

The consequence of the feeling, intensified by the arrest of Mr. Val- 
landigham, which is portrayed in the above extract from the Jdmpire, was 
the assembling in the evening of the same day the arrest was made and 
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the above extract: appeared, of a mol whicly made an attack on the office 
of the Dayton Journal and completely destroyed it. The proprietors lost 
about ten thousand dollars, including fifteen hundred copies of the ‘ Life 
and Speeches of ‘Thomas Corwin,” a ‘complete set of Niles’ Register, 
and a rare and valuable library. One of the most aggravating features 
connected with the riot was that there was apparently no eftort made by 
the city authorities to prevent the organization, or to dissuade it from the 
perpetration of the crime. The result was, however, that on the 6th, by 
special order No. 146 from General Burnside’s headquarters, Montgomery 
County was placed under martial law, Major Jeith, of the One Hundred 
and Seventeenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with an adequate force of sol- 
diers, bang appointed provost marshal of the county. 

While Mr. Vallandigham was held, a prisoner, awaiting trial before 
the military commission, application was made in the United States cir- 
euit court for a writ of habeas corpus, directed to General Burnside, 
requiring him to produce the body of Mr. Vallandigham in court. Judge 
Leavitt, of this court, refused the writ, and said in the concluding portion 


of his decision so refusing: 


“There is too much pestilential leaven of disloyalty in the com- 
munity. There is a class of men in the loyal States who seem to have no 
just appreciation of the dcep criminality of those who are in arms 
avowedly for the overthrow of the government and the establishment of 
a southern Confederacy, and they will not, I fear, listen to any right . 
estimate of their duties and obligations as American citizens, to a gov- 
ernment which has strewn its blessings with a profuse hand... . For 
the reason that I have set forth, 1 am led clearly to the conclusion 
that J cannot judicially pronounce the order of General Burnside for the 
arrest of Mr. Vallandigham, a nullity, and must therefore hold that no 
sufficient: ground has been exhibited for granting the writ applied for. 
And I may properly add here, that Iam fortified in my conclusion by the 
fact that the legislature of Ohio, at its last session, passed two statutes in 
which the validity and legality of arrests in this State under military 
authority are distinctly sanctioned.” ,) : 

This decision was rendered May 16, 1863. The comission, before 
which Mr. Vallandigham was tried, found him guilty of the charge of 
uttering disloyal sentiments, and sentenced him to be placed in close 
confinement in some fortress of the United States, to be designated by the 
commanding officer of the department, and there to be kept during the 
continuance of the war. The finding was conlirmed by General Burn- 
side, and Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, selected as the fortress in which 
Mr. Vallandigham should be confined. 
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The sentence of close confinement was, however, changed to that of 


4 


sending Mr. Vallandigham into the Southern Confederacy, and on the 


aA 


4 


24th of May, 1868, he arrived at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in oo ol 
Captain Murray, of the Thirteenth Regular Infantry, and was taken to 
the office of the provost marshal, where General Wiles ai General 
Rosecrans called upon him. Next morning he was turned over to a 
private soldier of the Fifty-first Alabama Regiment, and some time 
where he remained until after the 


afterward came to Windsor, Canada, 


result of the election for governor of Ohio was announced, he being the 
candidate ‘for ‘@overnor ou the: Democratic ticket. “The'vote cast for 
Brough in the various wards in Dayton at that election was as follows: 
inst Wardi244-%Secomad Ward, 2833 \Pinrd Ward, 3467 Hourth: W ard, 
aOt Sor mtho Ward 408; “Sixth Ward? 3315 "total, 1,916. The vote cast 
for Vallandigham was as follows: First Ward, a1 > Second Ward, 138; 
Third Ward, 170; Fourth Ward, 403; Fifth Ward, 387; Sixth Ward, 355; 
total, 1,689) 

The total vote in\the county fo Brough was’ 5,092) and for Vallan- 
dingham, 5,025. | hice 

June J, 1863, General Burnside issued Order Number 84, forbidding 
the circulation of the New York World in his department, and suppress- 
ing the Chicago Times. In accordance with the order of the commanding 
general, Major B. M.Iseith, provost marshal of Montgomery County, issued 
his General Order Number 4, prolibiting all postmasters, news agents, and 
other persons from delivering, selling, or circulating in any way, either of 
the two papers. 

On the 21st of June, Special Order Number 240 was issued, relieving 
the county from the operation of martial law. 

About the loth of June, 1863, there was great alarm felt throughout 
the country on aecount of General Lee’s threatened invasion of the North. 
In order to meet this emergency, President Lineoln called on the various 
loyal States for three hundred thousand mihtia for six months, of which 
number Ohio was expected to furnish thirty thousand. The governor, 
therefore, called for this number on the 15th of the month, and designated 
Camp Dennison as the rendezvous for all that might respond from 
Montgomery County, and fifteen other counties in the southwest portion 
of the State. The military companies of the several counties were specially 
requested to exert themselves to seeure a prompt response to the call. The 
press urged young men to drop their plows and seize their muskets, for the 
old men and the women would take care of the harvests. Workingmen 
were urged to drop their implements of labor and flock to the defense of 


the country, in which they had a deeper interest than even their employers. 
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Business men, professional men, and all were called upon in that hour of 
emergency to rally round the flag and rescue the country from the danger 
that threatened: 

In the evening after Governor Tod’s call was issued, both militia 
companics then in Dayton, met and tendered their services to the governor 
to go anywhere, for any length of time. ‘The reply came back 1mmedi- 
ately, that ‘the eall was only for volunteers in the regular. service for six 
months, and that militia companies eould not be received. | Matters 
eontinued in about this shape until after the great defeat of Lee’s invading 
army at Gettysburg, which caused the greatest rejoicing in Dayton. Quiet 
was then for a time restored, but not fora long time, for on the 13th of 
July the call To arms! to arms!” rang through the southern, half of the 
State on account of the commencement of General John U. Morgan’s raid. 
The call was issued by the milhtary committee, of which D. A. Tlaynes was 
ehairmen, ‘and Hf. Si’ ¥ oung <lien Mayor Gillespie proclaimed martial 
Jawin Dayton. It wasstated upon apparently good authority that Morgan’: 
forces were within a day’s march of the city, and the excitement was of 
course intense. Al) the original militia compamies of the State were called 
out by the governor, to report forthwith at Camp Dennison. Companies 
A and B left Payton, July l3th, for the rendezvous. As it was thought 
General Morgan’s line of march would be through, Hamilton, Major 
Keith, with two pine of infantry, one of them mounted, started for 
Hamilton, July 13th, at miduight. General see camped on the hills 
five miles from Loveland on that day, and on the 14th reached Georgetown, 
Brown County. He did not, however, come. very near this city, and, 
besides the excitement and the rather rough experience of the militia com- 
panies that went in search of him and did not find him, the residents of the 


eity suffered no harm.” Morgan’s raid finally came to an end July 26, 1868. 
[le was “intercepted one and a half iniles from Salineville, Ohio, by Major 
W. B Way, of the First’ Michigan Cavalry, who! sueceeded in) enticing 
him into an engagement which lasted about an hour, with the result to 
Morgan’s forces of a loss of twenty-five killed, fifty wounded, and two 
hundred lebeeveen oe rest) escaping: wAitterward,<en! the same day, 
Brigadicr-General J. TL. Shackelford came up with the balanee of Morgan’s 
forces, and succeeded in capturing the command, about four hundred 
strong, about three miles south of New Lisbon, Ohio. Six car loads of 
Morgan’s men as prisoners passed through Dayton for Jolnson’s Island on 
the 27th of the sume month. 

In the meantime, such of the citizens as had horses and could sceure 
guns, were organized info a company of scouts, and went out into the 


country to look for Morgan, and to patrol the roads. They reached 
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Middletown at night, and scoured the country as far west as Winchester, 


-beinge mistaken for Morgan’s raiders. "They returned to Dayton in the 


evening of the 14th. The six months’ cavalry recruits were organized 
into a company and were sent in pursnit of the raiders. They captured 
fifteen of them and turned them over to General Burnside and returned 
to Dayton. While the recruits and the nultia companies were absent, 
all the able-bodied men remaining at home were organized into 
companies and squads for defense. Pickets were thrown out on all the 
roads, and. the entire surrounding country thoroughly patroled. . The 
“outpost” down the river road became alarmed. at something, was 
reinforced and held in line of battle until daylight behind the fence, 
only to find at last that the cause of alarm was three cows feeding along 
the road. 

Under a new militia law, then recently passed, each ward in Dayton 


was, on the 9th of July, divided into military districts. Mach district 


was required to organize a company of militia, which was completed on 
the loth of the month by the election of officers, as follows: | 

First Warp—First District: Captain, Kh. M. Marshall; first heu- 
tenant) ‘J. Bishwilder; second heuténant, W. J. Comstock. Second 
District: Captain, McCormick; first leutenant, J. M. McCarthy; second 
lreiitenant, Charles Jones. Third Distriet: Captain; W.S. Tiffany; first 
heutenant, George Simmons; second lieutenant, J. EH. Ross. Fourth 
District: Captain, A. M. Miserner; first licutenant, George Matthews; 
second heutenant, Thomas Randall. | 

Suconp Warp—First District: Captain, J. W. Hall; first leutenant, 
W. C. Howard; second lheutenant, 8. C. Dickson. 

Turrp Warp—First District, Captain J. P. Dietz; first lieutenant, W. 
Woodbridge; second heutenant, Daniel Heinz. Second District: Captain 
C. Bradley; first lieutenant, E. D. Kiefer; second lieutenant, John Achey. 
Tbird District: Captain, John McIntire; first heutenant, James Wam- 
wope, second Heutenant, Thomas D. Hall. | 

Fourru W arv—First District: Captain Mdward Daley; first lieutenant, 
L. Seebohim; second lieutenant, A. kK. Rouzer. Second District: Captain, 
“Z, Zine; first lieutenant, J. 1. Boyer; second heutenant; A. Freundhoff. 
Third District: Captain, Hzra Clark; first lieutenant, R. Baker; second 
Kientenant.y MueiVolsy clitourth abisiiet: ''Crptauy) Jo °C! Turner; ' first 
lieutenant, G. W. Boyer; second lieutenant, George Bish. 

Pirra Warp—First District; Captain, J. W. Butt; first lieutenant, 
Wthas Heathman; second Nheutenant, I. 1K. Greble. Second District: 
Captain, J. C. Baird; first heutenant, B. F. Loar; second lieutenant, J. M. 
Wohis (BlirdsoDistivetio Captaim, Amos Clarks first. lheuteitant, D.C. 
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MILITARY HISTORY. Shy 
Tatts Sec anid Hentonamnt, ae ehlamuen ree, Pourth. Distmet: Captain, 


J. M. Clayton; first heutenant, D. Bartell second heutenant, L. Butz, Jr. 

Sixt Warp—First iek Captain, Damel J. ouzer; first leu- 
tenant, J. Washington; second lieutenant, Joseph Raymond. Second 
WistrictaynCaptam, Wi. Ny du0ve: frst, Neutenant,2. jHicher; second 
eusenanie), Martin, ji ihied Distmet: .\Captam,, denry «Derry: -tarst 
lieutenant, Joseph Glaser;-second lientenant, William Zeigler. Fourth 
District: Captain, W.R. Bennett; first lheutenant, H. Timmerman; second 
lieutenant, Wilham Menke. 

On the 20th of July, 1868, the military committee ordered that the 
eompany of volunteers, ode had been recruited by J. H. Thomas, 
Charles D.. Herrman, and William Darnett, meet at the Independent 
Kuemeé House'on the 22d,.at one.P..M., tor ‘e purpose of electing, by 
ballot, one captain, one first heutenant, and one second leutenant. The 


-result of the election was that C. D. Herrman was elected captain; J. H. 


Thomas, first pe eine and ©. R&R. Miekler, second lieutenant. 
In August, 1863, there were organized in Mont igomery County seven 


a) 


regiments of ties twvo of which, the Sixth and Seventh, were organ- 
ized in Dayton. The officers of the Sixth Regiment were as folloy 
Colonel, J. K. McIntire; leutenant-colonel, Gacy: sennett; major, R. ML 
Marsball). Of the Seventh Neoiment the ofieers were: Colonel, D. A. 
THlouk; lieutenant-colonel, J. a Stoppelman; major, W.N. Love. 

On the 2d of September, 1868, great excitement was caused by the 
shooting of Second hae ane L. Waterman, of Company C, 
One Hundred and Fifteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, by Thomas Spicl- 
man. First Licutenant John Eadie, of the same company, was provost 
marshal at the time, and about midnight started out after some men who 
were creating a disturbance in the vicinity of lis headquarters, followed 
by Lieutenant Waterman. The men whom these two oflicers were pur- 
suing, fired upon them and hit the latter, wounding him so that he died 
on the 19th of the month. Immediately after the shooting, Spiclman 
was arrested by Lieutenant Eadie, who held him as a prisoner, notwith- 
standing a writ of habeas corpus was granted for Spielman by Judge 
Haynes, of the superior court. The provost marshal preferred to wait 
until he could hear from General J. D. Cox as to the course to be pur- 
sued. Deputy Sheriff Ixelly, considering it his duty to execute the writ, 
made a requisition upon Licutenant-Colonel Culbert, commanding the 
Second Regiment Olio Volunteer Militia, to assist him in its execution. 
But upon a statement of the facts connected with the shooting being 
made by Lieutenant Eadie to General Cox, the general ordered that 
Spiclman be turned over to the civil authoritics for trial. Spielman was 


Lin Oe ee hh Ep ena 









ey ~~ 


habged spite ieaelk: ee nwa 
ait. Wits ah iF satagodsy vit Ty yy sllyhrageks penis | 


~ iis Jeti! Seat etre) ‘hal rope eat Lathe * eg 


Paine hired. slipagads d0e (i iene rails eh 
' 2 i oa us" ’ 4 ; 1 
roe wal tel ss Wie et NI AMa ety eat Ph antd O pes 




















Is, { a" Pry yF Pits ee we CW hoe ete ‘ 
{pager A Hope ley. GEA TE TCU ICR ete ee neal ” 
* | J 5 

: : 5 , ‘ 
5) eye _ ; gut Us fe Ly Ae We Wena ah ia) ae ey: 
: ri itrpepege rice s Leen on eae rat eo MR Dies ASE ta AEA a ORAIE (ua 
~ ‘ = ye ) ww K a {! Wee 
Oe 
| M4 4% 
‘ Ue ie j 4 
HY ab \ 
yee 
iy * t 
’ i 
¢ ¢ a 
4 i 
I : 
ie Fe 
on es cop FOR con aN Bote e aaa eT ana 
Le be Vp oat va Bp) mA Bd Sey i 
' A a es ; Pa tie ( : m a aan o 
fly, pis (cy) ATE A MRE SORIA Wah ety eee RC RHE © rte er iA : 
Ay Ee Sr A 
die oh pee ere CORON tet ar Ae We t 
F q 0 VEER a) VIAT Ag Bp ha ders rida Nts ai 
: 
{ i? i rta } 
} ! ¥ 
i nl { a4 
| yee i) 
f ae 4 7 
! i ie} el Aa 
‘ } i 2 2 o. 
' ; r i OAR Re Cok BY ME Rang! Bi ey " f 
*) F PSP Se ee a { Prk cre Np 
fi bi. GATORS te ys Sept Mh 


coll ed cert nglin pooritele Yi ene 5 fa ie’ Higa, We ars 
LT! be he Epps i huolwond dent hss . 

int oes teats: Sad bette dilate lita’ Fj cele em ee oilh Is Laur 
bugaboo ove tsar pat 3 ut 1G i) eee ee. Bate (i acatenea Hifi: & att tisoty an 


A): eLGoritey Crees wig} Oe Ye Os Ori eT SALOTS ur W darertaail 4 
il huboe duke Qutbrvow wodtel ott til bad costae beret Ret: 
clog’ ~atoode: oth “todtaecy Pole houn fel Aout Ah Mew SIE. 


AVIRMEPO SOUEURE Us Si tine: flea wifey on hiys Af heguy alae eed. hadeorun 
Jt; ad mitloigia to po dant ea bees AAP VOR Pan ie Wain AQ: Siva: a 


od 
— 
a 
tere 
ao 
owe 
= 
ae 
— 
Sw 


r sad ¥ igwe vA Y yarns € ny 
7, ATEBETIETOS: Sabie eh a a 


ake: housclony teuatertpeiey bay) VON oT hreo coho itl 
he BS A pruiive wilt Yu i ome ary he sonst: kab 
a ree Sie ! he ht yuhofiaies ci tooe Roel ‘din “7 
wait Let Duis certo) TD Aan eoto dageataii Hingis f stn : a 
woitvoons =Siyat siti delsokor My sobenisle hh 
ais bad auddouit ore: tht 2a hotovaso, tious oil te: Juan te ek 





doph} Pore rey fey Wh ie: 9 da Levanta: uh mine 
“i 4/ clase hdiytt abit i ‘1: ohniy OU: higion gill; on, 





Se 


a 


Se HISTORY OF DAY'SON. 


then lode@ed im jail.to await the action of Judge Jlaynes, the elieise 


against hin being “shooting with intent to kill Lieutenant Waterman.’ 


Spiclnian was adinitted to bail im the sum of two hundred dollars, and, 
upon preliminary examination, discharged. 

Samuel D.' Hdgar has been inentioned earlier im these pages,)\in 
connection with the Jarge wood procession of April 12, 1863. Again, on 
the 2ist of October, in the same year, General Edear proposed that on 
thepfirst, Saturday in November, every man, who had a load of wood to 
spare for the families. of the tens should meet at the head of Main 
pireet and. repeal the periormance,of.. the Seen April. Committees 
were appointed to solicit subscriptions, one for cach road leading out of 
Dayton, to the number of seventeen. The wood and relief con:nuttee 
held a meeting November oth, to make final arrangements for the demon- 
stration and the distribution of the donations, which were to occur on the 
ith. Samuel D. iidgar was the general commanding, and J..W., Dietrich, 
searctary...) Moriinewday.of the processions .Jo).W.. dietrich, was. chief 
inarshal, and his, assistants were Thoinas. Schaetter,,B. EF. Haker, and 
.,W.R. Brunner; The order of the procession was the same as Bee of 
the previous one. It was headed. by, Hawkins’ Sprinefield cornet band, 
Which outdid itself in the quality of its music. ‘Then came Prof. Keifer 
aud the Glee Club, in Gillis’ large omnibus, singing a song called the 
“Wood Song,’ composed for the occasion by Prof. Keifer. General 
oft the beautitul 
ay loads of flour. 


Edgar then followed in a two-horse carriage, bearing a 
flag of \Company.: B.., Next im, order, were ‘several cdr: 
Next was the main part of the procession, cousisting of three hundred and 


twenty-five loads of wood, and then fifty-six other wagons loaded with 


various kinds of farm. produce. It was certainly one of the largest affairs 


of the kind that occurred in the State, and the Dayton Journadé felt justified 


.in elrallenging the world to produce such another patriotic demonstration. 


Another manner in which patriotism manifested itself at this time, 
in connection with, or rather as a result of this wood demonstration, was in 
the organization among the boys of wood sawing and splitting ee etURS. 
dt itself the 


“Orecon pBuelks:7. ts, captain javas, Alexander, Ducker:. first oO 


S 
| 
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The first company wus organized November 9th, and it calle 


Charley Baird, and Orderly Sergeant, Jacob heen There were 
thirty-seven, members, im the company. ‘The, “West Enders?’ were 
organized November 10th, aud consisted of forty boys. John Waymire 
was the captain; Joseph Melee, first Heutenant; Will Darrow, second 
lieutenant, and Willian MeCane, orderly sergeant. Other companies 
orgapized wsuere they “Wronchitowm». Rane os,” os Wouter Street, .Buclks,” 


‘Bucklot: Kaneers,” “ Buckeye , Rangers,” .“ Central Club,” “ Oregon 
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November 21st,dor on that day a PE of s ‘al ladie: 


1S pee as follows: Mrs. Bates, Mars) Wyatt; Mrs. Sovt ers, Mrs. Judge 














MILITARY HISTORY.’ ls 
Champions,” “Independent Rangers,” a ae a ed) Rovers,” These com: 


panies were organized into a regiment on the 16th of Novem ae and 


named the First Regiment of Woodsawyers The officers were as follows: 
Colonel, Charley Pearson ; ar Charlie MehKeynolds; major, 
Frank Pease; adjutant, John Waymire. These boys thus organized, 
performed a great and very acceptable labor in sawing, splitting, and 
piling the wood distributed among the soldiers’ famihes. 

| The next event in the history of the city whieh had for its object the 
benefiting of the soldiers’ families, was the great Soldiers’ Fair and 
| 


Bazaar. Preparations for this bazaar were ae at least as early as 


3’ aid societies 
was held in the Counce] Chamber.’ D. A. flies was made chairman of 
the meeting, and Mrs. Carnell, secretary. «A resolution was Lathe to the 
effect that all the members of the several aid societies pledge themselves 

to use every exertion in town and pena to enlist all fathers, Peis 
brothers, aud sweethearts, and also, all mothers, wives, sisters, and daugh- 
ters in the noble enterprise then in contemplation, and to give their time 
and lubor with the view of making it a brilliant suecess. An organization 
was effected by the election of Judge D. A. Haynes, president; ald Mrs. 


) 
Bates, Mrs. Wyatt, and Mrs. Sowers, a aaa respectively, of the three 
ladies’ aid societies, and Mrs. Carnell and J. W. DEN, secretaries. . On 
the 23d of the month an executive committee of sixty members was 
oe 
Brown, Misi Snuth, Miss Dini Carnell, (MrscAlyCxVan Doren, Mi 
James Perrine, Mrs. HM. Thresher, Mrs. 8. Cy aighead, Mrs. Robert Dickey. 
MaseoaN Ub. Darst, Mies: giant G abi it, Mivs, David Gasndih, Mrs. Hawkins, 
Misi di. Eleathman, Mrs. Wilbur iain er, bx Raymond, Mrs. William 
Dickey, Mors. ML. on Mrs. Jacob Decker, Mrs. Adams Jewett, Mrs. 
William Bomberger, J. W. Dietrich, R. W. Steele, James McDaniel, 
William Dixon, Rh. G. Corwin, Samuel Craighead, Valentine Winters, J. 
DaPiithipsyihy AaP hillips;ollarvey: Conover, Caley Parker, TL. L. Brown, 
Frank Faker, Henry Stoddard, G. W. evades TA WAL: Karisot Ewe Babbitt 
D.. Mead, B. F. Wait, Judge Boltin, James Darrow, M. Burrous, W.D. 
Biekhiain, Frank Teekler, Jocl Molden, sane Kiersted, Samuel D. Edgar, 
C. IL. Isielmeier, Josiah Gebliart, C. Herchelrode, kh. M. Marshall, George 
Lehman, John L. Martin, W. kh. Brunner, 1. C. Swalem, John Dodds, and 
J lott: 

The executive committee met the next day and appointed a list of 
sub-committees, and a comiittee of five was appointed to give names to 
these various sub-committees. On the 25th, the exeeutive committee met 


again and appointed the following permanent officers, and named the 
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committees: President, OF me ee ; vice-presidents, Mrs. Wyatt and 
Mrs. Sowers; treasurer, Johu lL. Martin; secretarres, Mrs. 1. D: Carnell 
and J. W. Dietrich; corresponding poauela uy dlenry Stoddard, Jn. The 
committees were named as follows: On Aypeal and Cireulars; on Finance 

on Pictures and Arts; Flags and Trophies; Jewelry and Fancy eae 
Machinery; Tables, Dining Hall, ete.; Wood and Produce; Booths and 


© 


Stands; Lableaux, and Charades; Buildings, Ilalls,) ete.5, Donations; 


-Dining-room Table, ete.; Decorations. A number of these committees 


were afterward divided into smaller seb-cominittees. 
An address was made to the people of the county by the committee, 


-3n which they;made a glowing appeal, and in which they praised in the 


highest terms the patriotism of the soldiers in the held, and set forth 
the great debt the country owed to them for protection against the rebel 
army.> On the 30th of November, a meeting- was held, at. which the 
poliey of the committee was given shape in the following resolution: 
“That the proceeds of the fair and bazaar be devoted to the support of 
the soldiers’ families in this county, and for sanitary purposes, the amounts 
to be hereafter decided, and to be disbursed through the agency of the 
ladies’ soldiers’ aid socicties of this city.) It was then: decided to open 
the bazaar on the evening before Christmas and continue it until Saturday 
night after New Yea | 

From this time on until the opening of the fair, all the committees 
were kept busy in making their preparations. Donations of all kinds 


kept pouring in from all directions. The fair really began on the 21st of 


December, with the presentation of the noble cantata of “ Esther,’ by 


local talent. It was again rendered on the evening of the 22d, and won 


many words of praise. On the regular opening night. of. the; fair, 
December 23d, the receipts were $218.45, and up to and including ne 
96th, t they ‘had reached $1): 354.40. Up to and including the 29th, the 
receipts aggregated about twelve thousand dollars. New Year’s night 
atithe bazaar was a memorable one, The story of “ erahere nel was given 
in pantomine. Miss Turpin sang the “ Mistletoe Bough;” two gentlemen 
sang “Johuny Smoker,” besides which there were ern songs, and some 
fine music by Professor Pierson’s Juvenile Band. The next night there 
was a similar entertainment. | 


At a meeting of the executive committee, held January 6th, the 


following appropriations were made: For the purehase of wood, one 
thousand dollars—-committee, Mr. Wielmeier, Samuel D. Iidgar, and M. 
urrous; for the purchase of flour, twelve hundred dollars, the flour to 
be distributed by Samuel D. Edgar on orders from the relief committee; 
and nine hundred dollars was distributed among the three ladies’ aid 
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societies for the purchase of shoes and clothing to supply the immediate 
necessities of the soldiers’ famihes in the city of Dayton. 7 L. Martin 
was excused from serving Jonger as treasurer, and authorized to turn 
over all funds in his hands to the general treasurer, V. Winters. 

A. statement was published about this time, pone what had been 
received by the various booths. It was as follows: Quaker booth, 


Re . a 44 SATE Fi: 2) AO? 2-4 AA 
($218:20; ‘American; $428.15; German, $415;.: French,'.$263; Scotch, 


$262.09; o@ypsy, $257.15;  Chimese; $421.05; ‘Russian, $205.70; LPurkish; 
$993.95; children’s,, $135.60; flowers and. fruit, $292; jewelry, $315.65; 


3 
‘ice cream, $1,093.80; dining-room, $1,173.80; candy and fancy goods, 


$178.35; tobaceo, $569.72; books and pictures, $545.48; miiscellancous, 
1,091; cantata, $238) » Total; $8,518.39. 

On the 1ith of January, an association was formed, which was named 

Ladies’ Ikehef Association for the Famihes of the Soldiers, by the 
election of the following officers: oeneae Mrs. Dr. Adams Jewett; 
vice-president, Mrs: Dr. Smith, treasurer, Mrs. No B. Darst; secretary, 
Mrs. E. Thresher. Committees for the separate wards were formed 
follows: First Ward, Mrs. P. Smith and Mrs. Haas; Second Ward, Mrs. 
Jane Dickson; Third Ward, Mrs. Dr. Smith and Mrs. Craighead; Fourth 
Ward, Mrs. HE. W. Davies, Mrs. Josiah Gebhart, Mrs. J.. W. Dietrich, and 
Mrs. A. Zeller; Fifth Ward, Mrs. Wyatt, Mrs. G. Hoglen, Mrs. Turner, 
Mrs. Heathman, Mrs. Sowers, Mrs. Decker, ;Mrs.. Carnell, and! Mrs. 
Raymond; Sixth Ward, Mrs. Bomberger, Mrs. loley, Mrs. Buvinger, Mrs. 
Condit, Mrs. Pogue, Mest Burtous, and Mrs. McReynolds; at MePher- 
sontowim, Marsh dy Be dP men Miami City, Mrs. Samuel King and Mrs. 
Vail. A purchasing Shia vas appolnted, consisting of Mrs. N. B. 
Darst, Mrs. Carnell, Mrs; Sowers, and Mrs. Van Doren. Fellowing is a 
statement of the total receipts and expenses of the fair and bazaar: Cash 
donations, $2,594.50; season tickets, $957; receipts at door; $2,185.92; 
promenade concert, $124.50; Ones from booths, $8,681.10; tableaux 
and charades, $726.05; cantata, $250.20; four, wood, produce, etc., $3,055; 
Gaaiex s,reoncert, Sol; ah donations, 6i-223.63. . Total Fc iie 
$19,845.90. The total expense attending the bazaar was $2,262.87, of 
which there was taken in $63.50 worthless money. 

In this connection it may not be improper to record the steps taken 
by the legislature to prevent the families of the soldicrs from suffering 
want while the soldiers were away in the army. ‘This was the passage of 
a bill providing for the levy of a tax of three mills on the cee sued 
mills on the ceria duplicate, and one to be optional with commissioners 
of each eounty, the amount ubus rauised to be paid to the families of the 
soldiers. he taxable property in Montgomery County at that time was 
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pated O40 The tax prowidedwior iby this, bill; wabeawere wall, levied, 
would yield in Montgomery County $71,420.12. This would be about 
$120 for each soldier’s family yi the) county, and, when added. to) the 
soldier’s pay would give each family $23 per month, and to those of the 
veterans $37 each month. Thus none need suffer under such generous 
provision. 

Whe ee Soldiers’ Aid Society made a report on the 17th day of 
January, 1864, of their operations for 1863. According to this report, the 
total reecipts of the society had been $556.10, and the total expenses, 
$031.21, of which sum one nied dollars had been sent to the Cincinnati 
Sanitary Commission. The officers clected for the ensuing year were as 
follows: AS Mrs. &. W.. Davies; vice-president, Mrs. lu; Thresher; 
secretary, Miss Jennie Dickson, and treasurer, Mrs. Josiah Gebhart. 

The Second (ae Aid Society made its semi-annual report on the 
24th of February, 1864, showing that ats receipts for that time. were 
$845.53, and the total expeuses $248.75. The election of oincers resulted 
as “tollowse!< President; Mrs. EH. i Wiyatt; oe Mrs. George 
Hioelen; treasurer, Mrs. Adanis. Jewett;.secretary, Mrs,’ EH. D. Carnell. 
The Board of Managers elected, consisted of tiie ladies, 


The Oregon Aid Society held an election on March 1, 1864, with the 
following result: President, Mrs. 7’. N. Sowers; vice-president, Mrs. M. 


Burrous; treasurer, Mrs. EH: Heathman; secretary, Miss Carrie W ait Line 
receipts since September 8, 1863, were $706.80 aud the er ee 202. 
leaving a balance on hand of $4 , 

The Soldiers’ Famihes Rel of Association, formed for the purpose of 
distributing certain funds appropriated by the executive cominittee of the 
bazaar, made a report March 1, 1864, showing that they had received of 
the bazaar ruMdsio5,000 anda donation trota.., Nietert of $2.10. Of this 
amount they had ne in sums of from $1.50 to PO84. SOs a1 tote! 
amount of $2,718.92, leaving in their hands a balance of $283.18. The 
number of famihes visited by this. relief association was ere hundred 
and twenty. 

An incident occurred about this time, th: a caused a good deal of a 
sensation, the occurrence being the mobbing of the ofiice of the Dayton 
Himpire by about fifteen soldiers who were at home on furlough. ‘The 


immediate cause of the attack on the office was the publication of an 


article in the /impire, which the soldiers considered a reflection on the sol- 


diers of a certain regiment in the field, although the Jmpire strenuously 
denied ever having made any attack on the soldiers. It had persistently 
and consistently opposed the war, the administration, and many of the 
Jeading Union generals, but that it had made any attack on the private 
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soldicrs of the Union, if maintained was false. It regarded them as the 
dupes of the leaders of an Abolition party, and in the main, innocent of 
any intent of wrong, even in the case of the attack upon its office, which 
was nis about 12 a. vorithe 3d of) March. "Awd that the “soldiers did 
not generally approve of mob law was amply demonstrated by the fact 
that there were at the time one hundred and fifty soldiers in the city, 
and that only fifteen were engaged in the riot, and it was alleged that 
i 


these few were under the influcnee: of whisky when they made the 


attack. The type of the office was scattered about the floor and trampled 


upon, and the stove top was thrown out of the window, and the fire in 


the stove scattéred about the ce but by the ‘exertions of parties that 
eame to the rescue, the office was prevented from taking fire. Prominent 
eitizens did all in their power to prevent the destruction of property, but 
as the attack was an wnpremeditated one, nearly all the damage was done 
that was intended, before there was opportunity for anyone to restrain 
the fury of the suneneie Those who did use their best endeavors in this 
direction were EH. W.'Davies, HE. S. Young, and James McDaniels. “When 
the trouble was all but quelled, E. C. Maxwell commenced making some 


oO 


remarks and was attacked Bi ive ‘soldiers. Thereupon “he tméd a shot 


from a pistol, by which a peaceful citizen was killed. This infuriated the 
mob and a sh was’ made’ for those iwwho ‘defended’ “the office of the 
Empire, and a gencral fire was opened on the crowd. No one was, 
however, killed, but the one person mentioned above. 

Messrs. Hubbard & Brother were then editors and proprietors of 
the mame or themiron, Crk, wentnateulen addressed the following 
letter, which was published in the Hmpire of the Lith of March, 1864. 

« WInpsor, Canapa, March 7, 1864. 
“ Hurparp & Brotier: . | 

“Gentlemen—I read several days ago the telegraph announcement of 
the’ riddime™ of the Wmpire ofice by Tarloughed’ soldiers. I offer you 
no sympathy, for that would avail nothing now or hereafter.: Ido express 


4 
oOo 


to you my profound regret that you were not prepared to inflict on the 


spot, and in the midst of the assault, the complete punishment which the 
assailants deserved; and I am gratified to Jearn that some of them did, 
soon after, receive their deserts. But these cowardly acts cannot be guarded 
against, and they do “not primarily come from the soldiers. There is, 
therefore, but one remedy for the past, and one preventive for the future 
Injuries, and that is instant, sammary, if ample reprisals upon the persons 
and property of men at home, who, by language and couduet, are always 
inciting to these outrages. No legal or military punishment is ever 
inflicted upon the immediate instruments. Retaliation, therefore, is the 
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only and rightful remedy in times like these. I speak advisedly, and 
recommend it in all cases hereafter. It is of no avail to announce the 
falsehood that “both parties condemn the act” after the destruction has 
been consummated. The time has gone by for obedience without protec- 
tion. I speak decided language, but the continued recurrence of these 
outrages, frequently attended with murder, demands it. se must be 
stopped. Reprisals in such cases are now the only way left for a return to 
law and order. Very ‘truly, 
O.. T. VALLANDIGHAM.” 


The Zmpire on the same day on which it published the above letter 
said editorially :\).“ It-1s a’ sad mecessity:avhich renders:it pressing: and . 
imperative. It is a position which the Democracy will take with regret, 
but take it they must, and hold it they will. Beit remembered that it is 
not of their own choosing, and that they who have driven them to it must 
accept the responsibility, however burdensome it may be. Jditherto it has 
been to the interest of the Democratic party to suppress mob violence and 
outrage; hereafter it must be made to dice muberestot-alles,) And by this 
means only can we hope to end it.” 

In an editorial on the letter in the next day’s issue the /mpire said, 
after giving a history of the three years previous: ‘‘ Hence, we have come 
to the conclusion, after waiting nearly three years for justice of some kind 
or other, to fall back upon the well known principle of self-defense—the' 
doctrine of retaliation upon the persons and property of those who are 
inciting by their words aud language the violence which we suffer. That 
may not sound pleasantly to some ears, but it is the only remedy and 
we adopt it.” 

On March 15th, in an editorial bearing upon the same subject, the 
same paper said: “We say to the Democracy that they ought to adopt 
any measures that will secure their personal safety. The Jaw of self-pres- 
ervation is the first law of nature. Desperate cases require desperate 
remedies. Society will soon break loose from all bonds, and resolve itself 
into its original clements. Who will be the losers then?” 

The last extract was written in response to certain outrages upon 
Democrats by Union soldiers who could not tolerate speeches denunciatory 
of the war or of the president, and the Democrats themselves looked 
upon attacks upon members of their party for indulging criticism upon 
the administration or upon the war, as violations of personal hberty and 
free speech. | 

While all this was going on, there were also other features of the war 
which were of even greater permanent interest to the people than the 
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destruction of newspaper offices, or the labors of the ladies’ aid societies. 


The principal matter that engaged the attention of the citizens of Dayton 
from Deeember, 1863, to May, 1864, was the way in which the city’s quota 
for the several requirements made upon her in common with the rest of 
the country, was to be met. Mectings were held in the various wards for 
the purpose of raising money to procure recruits for any regiment that the 
enlisted men might choose to join. Large bounties were offered; $407 
for new recruits, and $507 for veterans. The draft to fill the quota for 
the three hundred thousand call of the president was set for January ay 
1864... It was then. postponed, and ion the! Ist of: February it was 
announced that the total number required from Montgomery County 
was 830. For. the several wards of the city of Dayton the numbers - 
meres Hor thewBitst: Wand,47ii-Second Wards 86; Third Ward, 46; 
Fourth: Ward, 56; Filth Ward) 675 pixth. Ward,.o7. 

Soon after this, there was a call for two hundred thousand men, 
and not long afterward there was another for two hundred thousand 
more men. ‘The various apportionments made under these several calls 
were not in accordance with strict mathematical justice, and the conse- 
quenee was, that there was some very strong protesting done against 
Montgomery County’s having to furnish more men under the later calls 
than due proportion justified. This injustice is set forth in the following 


‘table, which was published at the time, with the view of having the proper 


apportionment made, but it had no efiect upon the numbers called for: 
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This table seemed to show that the quota for the second eall of 
two hundred thousand was in excess of the true requirement. Iow- 
ever, the question of quota made less difference with recruits than did 


whonlp.o Yilo-odit « Leone lon Corer We oul Meg iia f. 


aa eet 


















- a we 


eridoivod Tvcu “sutinl ie te "dal vax ito adh 


eyetl- to-amwchin ae coor hin 





My deod ak whl u albelln's qs 4evi i, ae 


4 a Lt ‘ fe ; av tue oe ; 
“pee? BT it sey ARS ERS Ree gat’) hy the yet 1, ivyy een Ser Rheem | (i Pea 3 i 
eke FDC G IT OeE "2S ET PRET: TL Ca 

; 2 ao alten 

i « , i a) cali all q vate ne. re kg ee a of 

sateen: HM PEERED SERA P OO! CRMs ap an i GET VCS 


el bay it ‘ 


ry 

wpaye’) 
i 

jaiv 


eRe e eer ee kor eee a 


: 7 ? i 
‘eo | OF peg 4 i 
/ Bh 


Pee ein iaevk SAE agoe ese ten ey ae 





§ ‘ ' 7 iP - ean , f. ¥ hin a m 
DOT Beis ety SPA poe PON FRC CNET | HPI EE hive 
A ‘ } fa i 
fan | eS | 
7 a hs, ' tf hy ' 
x eT gb Agel i 
>i j od | a ; oe { 
~ fon \! Bite PAH Ar 
ad oy ial haa} rey 
a : ' - 3 
a et ee coe) 
| 4 ad [, - 
E azar J 
i bait | |. 
a ae c 
- id | Sy tego peed wa tti'ds sl OeSiUhaAee ge aH abl 
t ) a0 ' We iy "4 
ir je Ws Cy frags Le 3 ‘ ifs | alt aT Nate Rathod wine 
ae e. bi : 
iy Pas . ; UE po My pt } re a ye ee satae Pett ee 
o . ae i pay 
ia y j OG vy are j ENA RANG GL eee ee HEY ewe Rah aes Ae We AY) hae 
' ? r ‘ by eae i 1 ae nee, ; : é 
nt hae | t oie | oe rea 
‘ { } ih. f V4. - | ' } VO RENAE eee habe eee sea Ey Paeern ee Hien fad 
a de) TS 4, WS 
: / i 
i 
| 
N 


—< 


ee eee ae 


eo Thess 
aol ‘Seiliieaa ts 
ily. mad pais by 





or | ous a 
2 sh ai | 


Se 


A TE 


S20 HISTORY OF DAYTON. 


ares bounties\oltered “Chev eovernment itself’ offered, mm order to’ fill 


those three quotas, three hundred aetidiee for jmew Treeruits and tour. 
hundred dollars for veterans; and during the winter session of 1565-1864, 
the Olio legislature oftered each recruit one hundred dollars bounty. The 
guota.for Dayton, under all these calls, was, as may be seen by the above 


? 


table, 466; and to give ‘each man who would enlist to ill her quota, 
one Hentarée dollars, would require $46,600 to be raised by taxation. 
The taxable property of the city was then nine milhon dollars, hence it is 


easy to estimate the rate of taxation required in Dayton to raise the needed 


‘sum of money for bounties for 466 reeruits. The question as to whether 


veteran enlistments would be credited on the quota being decided im the 
affirmative, Dayton reccived credit for 81 veterans. Inthe First Ward, 19; 
pecomes 10; Uirdy ts: Mourthy Te; Pitt, 199 and six thei! The entire 
number of veterans credited to the county was 191. When the draft 
finally came off, on the 11th of May 


, the city was clear except the First 


NA 


Ward; and the county was clear except Madriver Township: ‘In 'the 
former 24 were drafted, and in the latter 21; but before the drafted men 
were ordered to report, the First Ward had secured a sufficient number 
of recruits to free it from the draft, and thus Gnee more Dayton''sent 
her qnota to the field. 

It is interesting to note the way in which the soldiers in the field 
voted at’ the municipal election held April 4,1864. Captain HE. C. Elhs, 
of the Ninety-third Regiment, was the Union candidate for mayor and 
W. H. Gillespie the Democratic candidate. Among the soldiers who had 
aright to vote for officers in Dayton, there were 237 votes cast for r Captain 
Hillis and 2 for Mr. Gillespie. In the Nincty-third Regiment there were 
cast 58 votes; in the Pirst, 115; in the Eleventh and Fifty-secoid, 75; 
and in the Pwelith, 11--making a total of 239 votes. 

In all parts of the State there had been organized by the merchants, 
manniacturers, lawyers, doctors, preachers, bankers, and farmers, com- 
panies of “Tome Guards,” which were distinet from the regular State 
militia. These companies of Llome Guards, in common with the entire 
population of the State, were taken quite by surprise on the 25th of 
April, 1864, by the issuance of a call by Governor Brough, for the Tome 
Guards, under the name of the Ohio National Guard, to take the field: for 


one ewe days unless sooner discharged. This step was done in order 


to permit the large numbers of veteran soldiers, who were then engaged 
in doing guard duty in many cities and posts, to go to the front, thus 
strengthening the army in the field to the wtdne of the number of 
National Guard soldiers called out to the relief of the veterans. Another 


reason for calling on the National Guard was that in this way a Jaree 
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force’ could be raised at once, while to hie with the volunteering 
system had’ been demonstrated to be, at the best, a very slow process of 
strengthening the army. | 

Colonel John G. Lowe, of the Second Regiment, Ohio National 
Guard, on “the very Yday» of “Governor Broueh’s all summoned his 


regiment to the rendezvous at the county fair grounds. The Twelfth 

Regiment, Ohio National Guard, was also called to rendezvous at the 
ra) y) 

same place, both reeimeuts’ to be in campon the ;2d.of May. On Mon- 


day, May 2d, the ne alte called upon assembled at “Camp Lowe,” 
located at the lower end of Main Strect, there being by six o’clock 

of that day, 1,065 soldiers in camp in obedience to orders. Elijah 
Piste: was heutenant-colone!l of the Second Regiment. The officers of 
the ‘Twelfth Regiment were Levi Waltz, colonel, and Joseph. Kennedy, 
lieutenant-colonel. The former regiment had 57L men rank and file, and 
the latter 480 on the might of the 2d. The total number in the State 
that responded to the eovernor’s call on that day, was twenty-five thou- 
sand. On the next ala the National Guard was iti by receiving 
a furlough until the 10th, on which day the two regiments again came 
mio vcanp, and the Dwelttimieoiment’ left: Dayton 40 Camp Chase, 
the Second KReeiment leaving on the 11th. The two regiments were 
there consolidated and formed into the One Hundred and Thirty-first 
Regiment, Ohio National Guard. Colonel John G. Lowe retained his 
position at the head of the regiment. Levi Waltz became lieutenant- 
colonel; EH. Culbert, major; Orion Britton, surgeon; Justin ik. Twitchell, 
chaplain; Idenry Stoddard,’ Jr) quartermaster; and «G.« N.) Bierce, adju- 
tant. The regiment was sent to Baltimore and was dialed up between 
Horts Marshall, MeIlenry, and Federal Hill. In these forts they remained 
doing garrison duty until, August 19th, when they. returned to’ Camp 
Chase and were mustered ont of the service on the 25th. 

Almost immediately after the calling out of the National Guard, the 
question arose as to whether the families of the members of the Guard 
were entitled to relief as were the families of the volunteers. This 
question was decided on the 16th of May by the executive committee 
of the Ladies’ Fair and Bazaar in the aflirmative, and one thousand, 
five hundred dollars was at once appropriated for their relief. Com- 
mittees were appointed for the diflerent wards of the city and different 
townslups of the ‘connty, allot whieh) committees: were requested ‘to 
report all cases of familics needing assistance to J. W. Dictrich, secretary 
of the executive committee. The committees for the city were; Burst 
Ward, C. IL. Ielmeier; Second, John W. Stoddard; Third, IH. C. Stout; 


? 
Fourth, Dr. Bosler; Fifth, George 5 Sixth, Wilhain Speekler 
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Thus no partiality was shown between the volunteer soldiers and the 
National Guard. 

A most interesting incident occurred in Dayton on the 27th of June, 
1864. This was the reception tendered by. the citizens to returning 
members of the Eleventh and Twenty-fourth regiments, whose terms of 
enlistment had expired. Three years before, they had gone forth in their 
full strength and pride, fall of patriotism and hope, followed by the 
anxicties and best wishes of their relatives and friends. Now they came 
back a mere handful, not less patriotic if Jess numerous. ‘The two com- 
panies that at this time returned, were Company A, Eleventh Ohio, 
Captain Childs, and Company E, Twenty-fourth Ohio, Captain Jackson. 
Their reception on this 27th of June was a hearty and grand ovation. 
The people assembled in crowds at the depot to give them welcome. A. 
band of music was in. attendance, and the eannon ‘belched’ forth its 


‘avelcome in sonorous thunder. A procession was formed, in which the 


United States Express Company’s large wagon and the three steam fire 
engines were conspicuous objects. Along the route of the procession the 
national flag was profusely displayed, and the soldiers were greeted 
everywhere with hearty cheers of joy and pride. At the Phillips 
Iiouse, Colonel H..A. Parrott, then late of the: First. Ohio’ Reoiment, 
Taliacea the war-worn veterans and their friends in an cloquent speech, 
and in response was followed by I. C. Swalem in behalf of the soldiers. 
Ai three o’clock. pv. mM. there|was a banquet at the Phillips House; after 
which Samuel Craighead made a specch, reciting the principal causes of the 
war, and saying that in the nature of things peace was impossible until 
the national government should be thoroughly established over the entire 
Republic. Colonel M. P. Nolan then followed im a speech, extending a 
hearty welcome to the returning soldiers. Sergeant John C. Reed, of 
Company A, Eleventh Regiment, was called out, and, after him, Michael 
Carberry, of the Twenty-fourth, made a speech, responding to a eall. 
Thus ended the first reecption to returning veterans from the war. There 
had been recruited for the Eleventh Regiment 1,811 men, and when the 
regiment was mustered out there were but 453 men in the field. 

On July 18, 1864, President Lincoln, in accordance with an act of 
congress authorizing him to do so, called for five hundred thousand volun- 
teers, who might enlist for one, two, or three years, as they themselves 
should choose. On the 20th of the month Governor Brough called for 
twenty new regiments of infantry from the State..of Ohio. It then 
became the duty of Dayton to raise her quota under this call, as she had 
done under previous calls. The quotas of the several als under this 
call were as follows: First Ward, 59; Second Ward, 52; Third W ana 
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POUR W: ard, 64; Witth Vian 100; Sixth! Ward: 66.,.Dhe, bounties 
he ek by the governinent were one A ed dollars for one year; two 
hundred dollars for two years, and three age dolars for three years, 
one third to be paid at the time of enlistment in each case. As In former 
instances, each ward undertook to raise its own quota. A meeting was 
held in the Third Ward on the the 23d of July for the purpose of taking 
measures to free the ward from the draft. Colonel HE. A. Parrott was 
made chairman of the mecting, and E. 8. Young, secretary. Jobn Shank 
reported that he had raised ten recruits when the call for five ea 
thousand was made, and as the ward had at that time a surplus of nine, 
was entitled do a ‘eredit: of nineteen|.on the) quota. | A. finance and 
soliciting committee was appointed, and a recruiting office was opened in 
the ward and placed im charge of B. F. Haker as recruiting agent... The 


to 


city council was requested to offer a bounty of one hundred dollars 
fill the city’s quota under the call. Similar meetings were held in the 
different wards, and at most of them the council was convey to offer the 
bounty, as was the ‘case in the Third Ward. 

On August 2, 1864, the city council adopted an ordinance offering 
one hundred dollars bounty to each recruit eredited to Dayton, bonds to 
be issued to the — of thirty-five thousand dollars, bearing six per 
eent interest. Andon the 27th of September, when the number of men 
Dayton was cian to furnish became definitely kuown, the council 
authorized the amount of bonds to be issued for this purpose to be 
increased from thirty-five thousand dollars to forty-two thousand dollars. 
On the 3d of September the announcement was made that the provost 
marshal was all ready for the draft, which it was then expected would 
be made on the oth. It was, however, postponed until the Ldth, and 
then until the 21st, when it was made. When the city council authorized 


“an increase of as amount of bonds to be issued, they did so on the follow- 


ing basis of numbers to be furnished by the several wards in the city: 
5 ) ») 
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When the draft eame off on the 21st, as indicated above, the following 
pumbers were draft “él from the wards given below: ine the first Ward; 
48; Fourth Ward, 64; Fifth Ward, 86; Sixth Ward, 76—all the other 
wards having filled te guotas before the day)of the draft. by recruits. 
The numbers given above as drafted are one hundred per cent in excess 
of the number required respectively from the wards, that number being 
drafted in order to fill deficiencies, if deficiencies there were. Thus once 
again was the quota of Dayton filled. 5 

This important duty having been performed, the next thing to engage 
the attention of the people was. the relief of ‘the soldiers’ families for the 
coming winter.- On the 18th of November, 1864, the military committee 
of Montgomery County, which then .consisted:iof D.vA. Haynespuk. W. 
Steele, J. G. Stutsman, James Purner, Henry 8: Fowler, and» 'T. A: 
Philhps, made an appeal to the people for a renewal of their generosity 
of previous winters, and fixed upon Saturday, November 26th, for: a 
general contribution to that purpose. Soliciting committees were ap- 
pointed for each ward in the city, and also for each township in the 
eounty. At this time a question whiclr agitated the people greatly was 
whether, in order to raise the funds which all conceded were needed, a 
bazaar should be again held similar to the one which was so eminently 
successful the winter before. This question was discussed at a meeting 
held) at. the courthouse ,on, the, 1Sth»of November: -Of this :meetii¢ 
Justice Young was the chairman, and J..W. Dietrich, secretary. B.iT. 
Wait made a statement to the eftect that during the previous year sixty 
thousand dollars had been distributed among the families of the soldiers, 
which was about one dollar and a half per week to those who had been 
assisted. Judge Boltin was in favor of a bazaar, to commence about 
Christmas time. Rey. Dr. Thomas argued strongly and earnestly against 
a baziar, believing there were other and better ways of raising the 
money that was needed. There were plenty of men, he said, who could 
give, some one hundred, some fifty, some twenty-five dollars, directly 
to the cause, and they would do soif their hearts were init. Mr. Steele 
proposed to raise twenty thousand dollars on Saturday, the 26th, by 
means of eflicicnt committees, and then have a bazaar a aebetitin 
other efforts. Ue said that Dr. Thomas’ plan sounded well, but he feared 
it would not work as well as it sounded. he ladies denial to work 
the good enterprise, and they felt that they could accomplish more by 
means of a bazaar than in any other way. Ie believed in-employing 
both methods, committee work first, then the bazaar. This was also 
Dr. Couway’s plan. After some remarks by Ifon. P. Odlin, who spoke 
in opposition to a bazaar, Mr. Stecle offered the following resolution: 


‘iniieowl Leia a 






















wrt ipeasl tpt eh) ‘groet ; her: SPT Mi ¢ tal, ar (ti 7 Re 
Reon TA tog “lik ah supe bunt yh parcneagh 
ink, Jey The nd A! AID RS ‘sii Vien 
ascent cel FRO Poot 4p: “Ya cE encttoel hong naa 


<— uy) wa fe) Aa : yr} i i} jt neo 8 a, ry } Pi as Me aa} ; i rt Loe if ents en 





my: TOR i pe bey id ch 
ane i ! ia » 
it «l ty , | " ‘ 
? “~ 
\ /'¢ 
| ae 
Now wire 
i Z ") Hitt he 
ees he i a) zi) | { 
iS i? ao, r 
ene 3 . 
‘J et ee i Ly 
MAG bu he, a iu 
jr lh 
pr avare eet {Pik : Aw a2 { ; 
; bi ; 
é i } { ap , I 
if | Sits od Sina AN 1 aes 14 y , Whe 
EN 
7 at YON. i f aa? 
/ Da a ml ery esa 
ia) ” 
Hh ff ‘> (4 ea an | 4's ify t 
ft OS a , 5 f Rete est Ad , : | 
Lop bath Cyayk A faty Lien Pet es j 
i? Pave ay, BA peg] Rep pspas 7 Ns ; 
ty otter ey | . 1 
Le AES SASL NS CHER i 
; : ; : 
fd if you ty PRY Yee yy E Mint 
‘ i t N f- 
ght rfijivary ocd: Latwitaw sida 
: oe 
f Ph 
iS Ball , } ' (een i Oe 
“" ' 
ny ' Ayr AS PEEL) OLE i 
> t ‘ fa re { 
7 tf t iy ad Cd; , 
. , r Ve 
tg ny ry , 
hal } i) ety tee 3 i> | i 
Tey T 
‘ ' i UJ i4 t¢ ie thi ‘ 
* i {: \, ( 
g BM i ; vi h}) ‘ ty } 
; 
f r \ “ : f 
(1) i ym gee} Meh 
f | t ; \ fre f i a 
ot Rast ow deed at Sinan abel 
t 2 
; 1 
P- t ‘ 
; nip ay ties F 
tha i Preah ds ao PRS Pha 
" re wade Pita i as tree ‘~- Lees tI 
he? Tbe -bO LR PR: SRG APPT EE Ok aed 
x y ; . 
y a epi : eons | a Loh, shiney Re ta 
! M45) GPL byfiteet fs £4 DREGE ey fa gpayte id ae port i 
Paria oe maa'e Ne ; 4 


fii) yud- anew t certo aaa Hay Os ‘boa 
lol RR St Siow eine stoult Visom ob sain oy 
APIS oiek! bab wie io etallon. | 
‘idaroaeialry ie fisnd p See 4 | 
Lernobnek wien Sige Ina hyeiae sieht Hiaeene at at sh: pine = ak : a ~ 49 
» ee. eon) ‘hi (iy iho ‘eon aagh oa, ti 

a as aes HNO Py bsas Mae Gat sil re ile th 
wartgedrpiiry yh deeraitud OER SU rd igi 
wel) ne eanenetd Pcie sat “e coal 

: HAoye Gul HD oh. sad 
snnginloues. yenetl: oii d on 








BF a nn ne re ee 


SOR NI RE TNT ONE PTO SNE LN A ISN TTF ITS OE APO TS FPO OE SA BY IR EEE A eNO ENS EE ARO TT I ak = 


CoO 
1S) 
Qo. 


MEBITARY THISTORN: 








Py a : fhe meeting recommends to the people of Montgomery 
County to respond with g@enerous liberality to the appeal of the governor 
of the State for contributions on Saturday, the 26th inst., for the relief of 
the faniilies of the soldicrsitimcther field; and that in case) the ladies 
of Dayton should deem it expedient to hold a bazaar, we pledge to them 
our zealous and hearty co6peration in the enterprise.” 

Discussion on the bazaar question still continnued—Judge Boltin, 
Ki. W. Davies, and Colonel Lowe in favor of it, and Dr. Thomas in opposi- 
tion. ‘Rev. Mr. llerr proposed an amendment to Mr. Steele’s resolution, 
leaving the question of holding a bazaar entirely to the ladies. 

A meeting of the several ward committees was held at the court- 
house on the Zist for the purpose of considering the best means of 
canvassing the city for subseriptions. A series of resolutions) was 
adopted to the effect: 

“That for the purpose of avoiding the necessity of holding a 
bazaar, this meeting is of the opinion that by a grand combined eftort 
money cnough can be obtained by subscriptions to provide for the wants 
of our gallant aon and a public mtceting of the citizens of Dayton is 
hereby called for Thanksgiving night to inaugurate this work.” 

Messrs. Kuhns, Haniteh, and Wait were appointed a committee to 
provide a place for the meeting. An executive committee to manage the 
relief fund was also appointed as follows: First Ward, Augustus Kuhns; 
Second Ward, C. Herchelrode; Phivd Ward; John) tShanik; Kouwrth 
Ward. Josiah 'Gebhart; Fifty WardseBo Ba Waity Sixth Ward WN. 
Lowe. Treasurer, Valentine Winters. , 

The amount of money to be expected from taxation, which could 
be devoted to this purpose, was stated as follows: Taxable property of 
Montgomery Coun ty 20 ne State tax for the relief of soldier’s 


re) Grant y 
families, at two mills, $59,758. 06; county levy for the same purpose, one 
7) > ry ? 
MMM S29. 570. 2S erty neon 910,315,310; levy of one half mull, 


$9,157.65. ‘Total amount applicable to this purpose, $94,795.49. 

A relief meeting’ was held on the 25th of the month, at which 
8. Gebhart presided, the vice-presidents being Ienry Iferrman and T. A. 
Phillips, andthe’ secretaries Charles Parrott and W. D. Bickham. <A 
large number of subseriptions were taken, the aggregate amount sub- 
seribed being $4,200. The committees continued to work zealously in 


the cause, and a Jarge number of wealthy citizens contributed liberally. 
The military committee, however, thought it best to give one more 


X 


opportunity for those to subseribe who had not done so, and they asked 
for twenty thousand dollars, in order that there might be enough for 


each faraily to have one dollar and a half per week. 
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On the 19th of December, 1864, President Lincoln called for three 
hundred thousand more men, which was the last call made. The quota 
morcune !Dhirds District wauder stins ‘call was 2577 met. “A comparison of 
the gvotas of the various districts in the State showed that there must 
have been some mistake in the calculations upon which the quotas had 
been based. The understanding between the United States authorities 
and the authorities of the State of Ohio was that on the 2oth of October, 
1864; all requisitions made upon the State had been filled. It was also 
understood that on the Ist of July, 1864, Governor Brough had procured 
an order from the war department of f the United & ‘tates, stating that up 
to that time there.was no deficiency existing against any of the districts 
of the State, but that on the contrary the State was entitled to a eredit of 
twenty thousand men, which credit was to be applied on the call for 
five hundred thousand men of July 18th. It was also claimed that the 
Third District furnished its full quota under that call and bad a small 
excess. The quota of the Third District under the call of July 18th was 
3,043, and in fillne that quota the terms of enlistments of the men 
amounted to 5,832 years, being an excess of service over the men fur- 
nished of 2,789 as due. The aggregate’ service furnished by Ohio under 
the eall of July 18th amounted to 102,853 years, which was an average 
to each ‘district of 5,415 years; bot the Third District had furnished 
D,o52 years Of service, au excess of 419 years’ service. The excess of 
years of service over the number of men furnished by the State under 
2 fo4, and the 


f 
excess in the Third District was, as has been stated, 2,789, leaving the 


7 


eall of July 18th was 52,324, an average to each district o 


district an excess over the average of 35. 
Under the call of Deeember 10, 1864, the whole number of men 
required from ‘Ohio was 26,155, an average'to each district of 1,376. The 


Third District’ was required to furnish 2,57 


7, an excess above ne Average 
for the entire number of districts in the State of 1,201. The question 
arose ne Wihyiavas the! Third’ District required to furnish one tenth of 
the entire number of men required of the State, while the Eleventh 
District was asked for only 320 men, the Fifteenth District only 461, the 
Fourteenth only 887,” ete. 

An attempt was made to have the inequality rectified by application 
to the provost marshal general of the United States, James B. Fry, but 
that officer replied, under date of January 2, 1865, to lhe provost marshal 
of the Third District, Captain John Mills, that the quotas assigned under 
the call of December 19, 1864, for three hundred thousand men, must not 
be reduced exeept by actual enlistments in the army, navy, or marine 
corps since the date of that cal. This order of General Fry was denounced 
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by Union men as an outrage upon the rights of men who had been the 
most earnest in maintaining the government in its efforts to overthrow 
the rebellion. General Robert C. Schenck, who was then serving in con- 


& . . . » . « . . " . 
eress, receiving information of the injustice being done toward his 


© 


mi 


distriet, immediately called upon Provost Marshal General Fry, who 
upon having his attention pointedly called to the inequalities of a 
requisition from the various districts in. this State, concluded to have the 
whole account revised and to have all errors in calculations rectified. 
From this time on, enlistments which had reeeived a temporary clieck, 
were very brisk, and the most of the wards and ee au succeeded in 
filling their quotas before the draft was finally made on the 80th of March, 
1865. One consideration, which may have stimulated ENE was 
the pay an enlisted man was receiving from the general government, the 
State government, and the people, in the way of bounties and allowances 
of various kinds, a statement of which is as follows: Government bounty 
S100; local bounty, : 00; special bounty, (average), $500; monthly pay, 
$192; clothing, $150; i ee w300 5 ay annual pay of a private soldier, 
$1,642. On the 2d ae February, 1865, the provost marshal published a 
statement of the number of men eae from the county and.-the city, 
998 from the former, and 200 from the latter. After the month had closed, 
% was found that 499 men had been recruited and mustered, and 24 men 
had. been reernited, but not mustered. The local bounty money paid in 


during the month was $199,600, while the local bounty money paid out 


AQM 


was $177,455. The treasurer of the Fifth Ward made a statement just 
previous to the draft of March 50th, showing that 259 subseribers in that 
ward bad paid in $5,797; that he had received from city bonds discounted, 
$5,120, and $12.10 from the sale of stanmrps; total amount, $10,929.10. He 
had: expended for 21 recruits, $9,825; for various small matters, $14.50, 
and héd on hand a eash balance of $1,089.60. Ile also said that there 
were some two hundred and fifty persons on the enrollinent lists who had 
contributed nothing toward freeing the ward from the draft, and urgently 
requested the delinquents to pay their share. 

The quotas of all the wards not being full, Major L. V. Bierce, acting 
provost marshal of the Third District, issued the order for the draft on the 
27th of the month, and on the 50th the dralt was made in the following 
wards: In the First Ward, 58 men were drafted; in the Fifth Ward, 66, 
and in the Sixth Ward, 56, these numbers including the one hundred per 
cent in excess of the quota, in order to fill possible deficiencies. On the 
next day Major Bierce was relicved of the duties of provost marshal of 
the Third District, and Captain John Mills, who, had been temporarily 


s 


reheved, resumed his place. 











he seta eT “cea sat petra ae och od Hays h et Ae ett 


veld grout Heal ate hots ye “Nt: oe “tga nya 
woryell Sito oe - wat, rt ae hie nireonen ue yet 
“OD Ht FY) Pai att sve Seer wali , Apes ih “ apr: 
ul) behead: satel, mined co toe ai: hi | 


wil (t een. yer Ny chet ud. deny’) onl wg 

























cit, 10 aot Higs p bot GATS. Od Laie Rey - “ib CPi ep pari | 
Bits an Veo ater ee sore wh ie: 
; Ay The th Oe a an ben De ies. 
f mits: chew | ee M8) viconetdet thy 2 ae ns 
Ki Re ) 


Pisce iancy i 
sith geld igpe 
ry, ia: ih pre, c ay 
SN RA a bt iy iy | 


it ees A Ue 


eit ey Be fyap (Lin tt (Eby Hidde. cyte ak Rice ei Js hk 
TP ots Pe ie } pena Ph etng , ahay ! f) $00) 

iy ary yeh ph eer Lpseet hd ae vit 

j pat ffs. ¥aits (K4 bj by aD We Abra { 


y 3 , a ; ‘ ee Pay 2h Ke . x : ve Pa A 
. : ie Bue ae Ae gs ’ Pet I “sy rer ik fe 
ude ath pscfr ie ean PTS 8 PE ode i Rpthes it 


my Peis ; 
i Ie vere payeast brapel ‘nek Fad Hit y ig 


t oe ene ae of ar thei ean area, + 4 f i 
ee MES Rar ieee Geen ae RS BE ean ay BL TAR aR oats hc 3 Ota Ltt ee 
Crt } if aes Biot ‘riey ae we i) bene , fy ies > ae WP ai ae zi Me i 

he oe et Ath PRAT A Paiets 2 a dana Seem eee pcm Sie Gl EM LS 2 op ga wi), fy, 3 eahaad 


bea, Deel, Dike, nels ae Qe Cen, PZ Yo. sonnel dagsa Ben wd: hee: fied: Le 
hol oalye tei anol This ip Bilt 4io CALI yg tl, bay bow biivvab ond ota Om 
ALE ED Sin eleih ef)! ith Daa Gay: iu ‘nay | Bisas TA splot Heodaie 

: ei) er i6ut his 7m Gi Hh Ie Aap ditob ay bois 
OiKOL nee Bel aL ihe gH 


re nod test) oud 4O1 4 pod yy } nit isn mip pete 


a 
‘ = sah! 
an mey ot 


ae ® ven i > einen 
ib Oh at iLwety anaeeinaly, oily SHOE eld: ah bile ee: ies ; 
aan) dein WT of gee Arhiat me 1G “if, FE: to AG Set A ‘went oot vl I 
inet Gobwil so old coihokslt ¢ Se ane ail ae ling ping 
» MAND: erie tes oldie :t BM oa) | 
to Laileraaptt paras to: 7 
uit jeri OA vutSind | bad 4 


x 
=! s , Le) ey 





ne eae ay eA eNO 


328 HISTORY OF DAYTON. 


a 


sut afew days after this draft was completed came the intelligence 
that the rebel General Lee had surrendered to General Grant. The news 
began to be telegraphed over the country about midimght of the 9th of 
April, 1365, and the meXt day the entire ae was electrified with the 
intelligence. Livery one saw plainly then that the Union was saved. 

In Dayton, Dilly Keifer was at the telegraph, instrument, and.after a 
lull in the receipt of dispatches of an important nature, which for a time 
scemed to justify the expectation that the war news would be unusually 
dull tor the next da. ‘said at jrali past ten P.M. thatihe lad received 
nothing then, but was going to have a bully report, as Butfalo said that Le 
had surrendered, sure pop. . At 11 o'clock Dayton was called by Co eee 
“Send for another operator, we have a government dispatch of thirteen 
hundred words. Lee has surrendered!” It was not long before messen- 
gers sped mht nd down the streets shouting heartily, ringing door bells, 
and explaining to the Bish who, awakened in this way, and in some 
CASES ier nels were thrusting their heads out of apps: eae “ Lee has 
surrendered!” And eaten there came back the response of “ Hurrah 
for Grant, ” or “Three cheers for the Union,” or some other expres- 
sion indicative of joy. Soon a soldier ran on the double quick to the 
engine house, and in a second afterward the fire bells were ringing outa 


glad salarm. | The deep thunders of the cannon were. beard echome 


0 


erandly down the streets and their reverberations gradually died away in 


© 


the distant ills. The streets were soon thronged with peop 


le yelling with 


frantic pleasure. The darkness of the night was dis “pees by blazing 
torches which were everywhere visible throughout the eity. Old men ag 
well as young, vied with each other as to who should exhibit the most 
extravagant manifestations of joy. Women’s voices were heard as well 
as men’s, in the singing of patriotic songs. The cannon boomed on till 
daylieht, and the exultation of the hour was intense. Its like will not be 
seen again for generations yet to come. 

On the 8th of April, Governor Brough set aside the l4th of the month 
as a day of thanksgiving and praise. In accordance with the proclamation, 
the people of Dayton ade preparations to cclebrate the day in wv befitting 
manner. Cominittees were appointed on the various features of the pro- 
posed proceedings. The committee on singing and string band consisted 
of Dr. Brewster and W. J. Comly; on brass band, R. M. Marshall; on 
National Guard, Colonel John G. Lowe, J. W. Dietrich, Frederick Fox, 
and Dr. Brewster; on veterans, Captain Willian Brown;.on artillery, 
Il. W. RB. Brunner and C. A. Starr; on fireworks, R: M. Marshall; on 
PMO ON IN ORO Geo oohere,. Gn. Womtincs, ji. ©. Box, Cea. 
Diane and... Bauman; on nuance, H.W. i. Brouner, A. Praden, and 
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D. W. a The above arrangements were made by a committee 
appointed for the purpose. The mayor issued a proclamatiou to the people 
ealling attention to the recommendation of the governor, and requesting 
that all the citizens of Dayton suspend their regular business for that day 
and unite in a proper observance thereof. 

_ At sunrise on the 14th as rejoicing began by the firing of a national 
salute at the park. The bells of the various churches and of the engine- 
hese were rung forva ee length of time. Liverywhere the 
national flag was displayed, and with very few exceptions the aes 
made every possible exhibition of the joy and gladness that filled their 
hearts to pvernowmg: At 10:50 a. M., the church bells called the congre- 
gations to their respective houses of worship, and the attendance was 
unusually large. After the noon salute, at about 1 p.m, Marshal Dietrich 
and his aids proceeded to collect the military and civic materials for the 
grand procession, which was formed in the following order: The field 
band; the vetcrans with their battle-flags; wounded and infirm soldiers, 
in carriages, under the command of Colonel Wi. A. Parrott; brass band; 
National Guard of Montgomery County, under command of Colonel 
John G. Lowe; mayor of Dayton and other civie authorities; fire 
department; the boys of Dayton; citizens on horseback, in carriages, 
and on foot. 

The most interesting feature of the Bee was the veterans with 
their tattered battle-flags—colors borne by the First and Ninety-third 
Ohio. regiments on many a sanguinary battlefield. The boys in the 
procession were commanded by Captain Uerchelrode, but they being 
quite young could not keep their places in the procession until the end, 
and so fell out by the wayside as they became too, tired to go further. 
The steam fire engines were decked out with flags, evergreens, portraits, 
ete., and were a very noticeable feature of the display. Captain Hoole 
had a ship beautifully decorated, and labeled “Old Constitution.” The 
massive wagon of the. Express Company, loaded with boxes, was a very 
prominent feature. Samuel Thomas had a wagon in the procession 
containing a wheel spinning hemp, and a gallows on which was displayed 
an effigy, placarded “Jeff Davis has found his last Hitch.” It was esti- 
mated that thirty thousand people were in the streets, and that as many 
more were in the doors, windows, ete., preferring to be spectators rather 
than participants in the display. 

After the evening salute there was the grandest illumination of the 
city ever witnessed in Dayton, All the prominent houses and stores in 
the ae portion of the city were most brilhantly iluminated, and 
the tower of the Lutheran chureh, on Main Street, was the center of a 
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most gorgeous display of fire-works, as was also a vicinity of the court- 
house. Afterward there was a big bonfire, aud during the nee evening 
the band varied the programme by playing all kinds of patriotic and 
soul-stirring music. Speeches were made by Colonel EH. A. Parrott, Samuel 
Craighead, Senator Guuckel, and Colonel Lowe, and the Glee Club sang 
“Richmond - Palen, “Jobuny Comes, Marching, Wome,” “Joly 
srown’s Body,” and other patriotic songs, the crowd joining in whenever 
they could or lieaeuer they desired. Never before in Dayton was there 
such universal joy, or so hearty a demonstration, as on that occasion. 
It was something which those who participated in MH can never forget. 

Almost immediately after the close of this joyful jubilation came 
the astounding news that President Lincoln had been assassinated. The 
news was so shocking and so horrible, that at first it could not be beheved; 
but ate ee first dispatches were confirmed, and there was no nee 
any hope that it was not true, joy gave way to grief, and the hearts of 
the people bled with inexpressible anguish. It seemed clear that this 

cowardly assassination was the last expiring thrust of slavery, and the 
ee that that gigantic erime against humanity should be 
extinguished became more intense and more irrevocable, if that were 
possible, than it ever had been before. Hiveryone knew that the murder 
was wholly without the least semblance of justification; that the assassin 
had never been in any way injured by his unsuspecting victim, ane that 
slavery was, 1n this case as in that of the inanguration of the rebellion 
itself, the great criminal. 

On the morning, of Saturday, the loth, Mayor Elis, of Dayton, by 
proclamation, called the people together at the courthouse at one P. M., 
to consider the great calamity that had befallen the country. Mayor Ellis 
was called to the chair, and W.D. Bickhamn was made secre ary. Upon 
the suggestion of H. W. Davies; Dr. Thomas offered prayer. A com- 
mittee, consisting of Hon. L. Be Gunekel, fi. W. Davies, Samuel Craig- 
head, J. A. Jordan, and Dr. Henry Kc. Stcele, was appointed to draw up 
resolutions for the consideration of the meeting. While the committee 
were absent preparing their resolutions, Dr. Thomas addressed’ the 
assembly with fervent eloquence, dwelling upon the inserutable wisdom 
of God in his dispensations with men, and calling attention to the 
fact that the calamities which he visited upon nations often proved 
their sreatest blessings; and that, notwithstanding the bullet of the 
assassin had stricken down the great captain of the hosts, the people 
still “ved and would yet triumph. After a similar address by Dr. 
J<emper, the committee on resolutions made its report. The resolutions 
were as follows: 
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ie . That, according to the sugges stion of the mayor, business be 
generally suspended for the remainder of the day, and that the people 
avoid, as far as possible, unduc excitement, and devote the afternoon 
and evening to such considerate calianess and quict as seemed appropriate 
to the occasion. 

Second. That all the church bells be tolled between the hours of 
ten and half past ten o'clock a. mM. on Sunday, and that solemn relgious 
services be held in, all the churches of the city, and that the pastors of 
the several churches, as far as practicable, conform their exercises to the 
national calamity. Ce 

These resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the mayor cau- 
tioned the people to comply with the resolutions and to use their best 
influence @ tO preserve the FOG od order and peace of the city. 

Sermons were preached i accordance with the spirit of the resolu- 
tions, at the First, Presbyterian.Chureh by Dr..,Thomas; at the First 
Baonst, Charch by. Rev. Dir dlaryey;. at the. First. United, Brethren 
Chureh by Rev. W... J..Shuey; at the First Npiscopal, Church | by. the 
Rev. Mr. Jewett; at the First German Reformed Church, by Revi a. 33. 
Bucher, and at St. Joseph’s Church by Rev. Father Kelly 

On Wednesday, the 19th, in accordance with the suggestion of the 
war department of the government, religious services were lield at twelve 
M., in all parts of the country, in honor of the dead president. In Dayton 
all the business houses were closed, minute guns emphasized the solemnity 
of the day, church bells tolled out sad requiems to the great soul of the 
departed, and the city was clad in sad and appropriate emblems of 
mourning. On the 25th, a meeting of citizens was held at the court- 
house, at which a committee of one hundred was appointed to go to 
Columbus on Suturday, the 29th, to participate in the obsequies of the 
president, whose body reached there that day .on its way to its final 
resting-place at Springfield, L}inois. : 

Followi Ing is a sumiary of the men enlisted at Day ton in the service 
of the United States during th e War of the Rebellion: 

Lafayette Guard, 85; Dayton Light Guard, 70; Montgomery Guard, 
8o-—-all in ‘the rae On Infantry; Dayton Ritlemen, 100; Anderson 
Guard, 56—both in the Eleventh Ohio Infantry; Buckeye Guard, S7— 
Lwenty-fourth Ohio Infantry; Eighty-fourth Ohio Infantry during the 
summer of 1862, 26; Kighty-sixth Infantry, 4. Total number of three 
months’ men, 612. In the Fourth Ohio Independent Cavalry, for six 
months, 00. ' 

One year’s enlistments: One Hundred and Seventy-ninth Ohio 
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Infantry, SORA KX, 18; One Ilundred and ‘Eighty-fourth Ohio, 6; 
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ols Peete’ a ieee Ohio, guid One fruhited: fatal Bighty- 
seventh Ohio, 10; One Hundred and Miehty-eighth Ohio, 5; ° One 
IWundred and Bighty-ninth Olio, 25; prior to draft of March 30, 1860, 
100; drafted March 380th, 40. Total for one year, 209. 

Three years’ enlistments: Twenty-fourth Olio, 50; Kleventh Olio, 


Wompany/A,.70; Conipan yt, 205, Tweltith, Ohio, 25; temnlan army, 80; 


First Ohio, Company B, 100; Company C, 80; Company I, 60; Company 
ee if : - . - e i 
F, 100; Second Ohio, 30; Twenty-second Qhio, 40; Thirty-fifth Ohio, 


45; Thirty-fifth Indiana, £0 


stort yetourti Olio, Za; Sixty-sinth hinois, 
50; Seventy-fifth Ohio, 25; Fi ifty-erohth Ohio, 95; Sixty-ninth Ohio, 7; 
Seventy-first Ohio, 12; Sixty-first Ohio, 20; Filty-second Ohio, 12; 
Ninety-third Ohio, 200; Fiftieth Ohio, 20; One JTundred and Sixth Ohio, 


15; One Hundred and Eighth Olno, 45; Sixty-third Ohio, 25; One aa 


‘dred and Twenty-fourth Ohio, 10; prior to draft Octol ee 1862; 2 


One Hundred and Thirteenth Ohio, 22; Tenth Tennessee, 7; First te 
Heavy Artillery, 60; Second Ohio Heavy Artillery, 11; prior to the d raft 
of May 11; 1863, 170; One Handred and sl el Ohio, 10; after the 
dratt to clear First Ward, 5; colored enlistments, 20; ae United States 
Veteran Volunteers, 20; other Ohio infantry regiments, 45; United States 
navy, 15; First Ohio Independent Battery, 20; Mighth Ohio Judependent 
Battery, 30; Seventeenth Ohio Independent Battery, 15; other Ohio bat- 
teries, 10; Fourth Ohio Cavalry, 50; Second Ohio Cavalry, 37; Twelfth Ohio 
Cavalry, 5; other Ohio cavalry regiments, 12. ‘Total for three years, 1888. 
Special calls in emergencies: Aonere Rangers, State Guard, 1861, 
50; Squirrel Hunters, 1862, 330; Mor gan’s Raid, 1863, 240; Ohio National 
Guard, 1864, 365. Total militia service, 985. 
5 


ry 


Recapitulation: Three months’ men, 512; six months’ men, 90; one 
year’s men, Dib three years’ men, 1,888. .Total in the service of the 
United States, 2,699. Under special calls of the State, 965, making a 
grand total of Dayton men in the service, of 3,664. 

At the close of the War of the Rebellion there were soldiers’ hospitals 
in many of the larger cities in the loyal States, in which everything was 
done for the comfort of the returning soldiors that skill and sympathy could 
suggest. As these hospitals disappeared, it beeame necessary to establish 
national homes, which may be considered as great hospitals on a solid 
and enduring basis, the principal object being to enlarge their usefulness 
and to extend their benefits to as many of the wounded or otherwise dis- 
abled soldiers of the Union as might need the eare and protection of the 
nation they had suffered to preserve. ‘To carry this purpose into efkect, 
the national congress passed an act which was approved March 8, 1865, 
and whieh was entitled 
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“An Act to Terme te a National Militar yf ae NN ee eee Or the Fee 
of the Totally Disabled Officers and Men of the Volunteer Lorces of the 
United States. 

“This act is to take effect as follows: 
‘BE Tr ENACTED, HTC.” Lhat) Ulysses. Granty Davide G: Parracut, 

Hannibal lamlin, Andrew wetall Salmon P. Chase, Edwin M. Stanton, 

rideon Welles, John A. Dix, George Bancroft, Wilham T. Sherman, John 

A. Andrew, Andrew G.’ Curtin, ee P. Morton, Benjamin F. Butler, 

George G. Meade, John Brough, Nathaniel P. Banks, Joseph Hooker, 

Samuel I. Curtis, Richard J. Oglesby, David Tod, Henry Ward ake 

Ambrose FE. Burnside, John A. Logan, Daniel 8. Dickinson, Wiliam A. 

Buckingham, Carl ann Oliver O. Howard, Hamulton Fish, Franz niSiigels | 

Francis Wayland, Austin Blair, Thomas C. Fleccher, Robert Breckenridge, 

Lovell TH. Rousseau, Horace Greeley, George H. Stuart, Joseph Heney, 


John G. Barnar d, Henry J. Raymond, William B. Astor, James Gordon 


Bennett, WH. W. Halleck, William Hi. Dodge, Wilham M. Evarts, James 
T:. Brady, Gerritt Smith, Reuben H. Fenton, Bellaniy Storer, George P. 
Mellvaine, Galusha A. Grow, Henry W. Bellows, J. S. CG. Abbott, Jay 
Jooke, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Israel Washburn, Jr., Ichabod Goodwin, 
Frederick Smyth, John Z. Goodrich, Charles Henry Davis, William Claflin, 
J. Wiley Wamovas s, Amos A. Lawrence, Hdward 8. Tobey, Thomas Russell, 
Charles G. Loring, George B. Upton, Charles G. ina J.M.S. Williams, 


2 


? 


MeMichael, Thomas Webster, James M. Scovel, Nathaniel B. Baker, 
Richard’ J. Field, fenry °C. Ciile John W. Forney, Bishop M. Simpson, 
G. 8. Griffith, William Henry Channing, James HE. Yeatman, Dwight 
Durkee, A. T. Stewart, Barnabas Hobbs, Montgomery Blair, Joseph R. 


—George "G: Stannard, Henry M. hhice, Greenville M. Dodge, Morton 


- Barnes, E. B. Ward, Henry Benham, Frank Moore, Alfred Lee, Edward 


Solomon, Thomas C. Bryan, BB. French, Samuel J. Crawford, James T. 
Pratt, Alfred Ti. Tous Edward annie Maia! Moses I. Odell, and their 
successors, duly chosen, are hereby constituted and created a body cor- 
porate in the District of Columbia.” 


Section 2 of this act provided that the corporation thus constituted 
should consist of one hundred members, Section 3, that the business of 
the corporation should be managed by a board of twelve directors, who 
should select from their number a president, two vice-presidents, and 

secretary; and that. seveu of the oe of whom the president or one 
of the vice-presidents should be one, should form a quorum for the 
transaction of business. There were other important provisions’ in 
the act, to which it 1s necessary to refer the reader for fuller information. 
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On ee 21; 1860, this act was so amended thatthe ain of 
the United States, the seeretary of war,-the chief justice of the United 
States, and such other persons as might, from time to time, be associated 
with them, should be a board of managers of the establishment for the 
eare and relief of the disabled volunteer soldiers of the army. The 


~ 


board of managers should consist of twelve members, of whom the three 
above-named of the United States Government should be members, 
ex-officio. The other nine embers of the board were not to be members 
of congress, and no two of them were to be from any one State. No 
person who had given aid or countenance to the rebellon was oe 
to a place on the board. \‘The officers of the Asylum were to bea 


v 


> 


nor, deputy governor, secretary, and rohenitny and such other othcers: 
as the board of managers might deem, necessary, amd: they were ‘to’ be 
appointed from disabled oflicers serving as before mentioned. 

A. joint resolution of congress, appointing managers for the National 
Asylum, was a March 21,1866. hese ma nagers were as follows: 
Richard J. Oglesby, of [inois; Benjamin F. Butler, of Massachusetts 
and Frederick, ok of New ‘He ire; of the, first class, to serve six 
years. Lewis B. Gunckel, of Ohio; Jay Cooke, of Pennsylvania; and 
P. Joseph Osterhaus, of Missouri, of the second class, to serve four years. 
John LH. Martindale, of New York; Lloratio G. Stebbins, of California; 
and George H. Walker, of Wisconsin, of the third class, to’ serve 
two years. 

The first meeting of the board of managers was held, pursuant to 
a call made by ea ane Benjamin. I. Butler; at the offiee of the 
surgeon-general of the United States, in the city of Washington, May 
16, 1866.. At that meeting, Major-General B. Ff. Butler was clected 
president, Major-General P. J. Osterhaus first vice-president, Hon. George 
H. Walker second vice- -president, and Lewis B. Guneckel secretary. 

Proposals for ‘sites for the Asyluin were required by the board to be 
sent to its president on or before June 20, 1866, and on the 18th of July, 
an executive committee was appointed, whose duties ineluded the making 
ofa report on the selection of a site or sites for one or more asylums. 
On September 6, 1866, it was decided by the board of. managers to 
establish three branches of the Asyluin, and the Togus Springs property, 
near Augusta, Maine, was selected for the Eastern Branch. Mr. Gunckel 
offered a resolution at this meeting to the effect that, in the opinion of 
the board, the Central Branch of the Asylum should be loeated in the’ 
State of Ohio, but a substitute was presented by Mdwin M. Stanton, 
instructing the executive committee to make further examination fora 
suitable site for the Central Branch. On the 7th of Deeember, 1866, 
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Governor Frederick Smyth, Lewis B. Gunekel, and ae We oleott were 


4 


appointed a committee to make a selection of a site for the Northwestern 
Branch of the Asylum in the vicinity of Milwankee, and they were also 
constituted a committee on the location of the Central Branch. 

As may readily be imagined, the question of the location of the 
Central Branch on the Asylum was of great. interest. in many parts 
of the country at that» times) and: nowhere! more, than in Dayton 
and vicinity. Fer several) months this question was earnestly dis- 
cussed. Measures to carry out the design of congress were taken by 
the Soldiers’ National Asylum Association, a meeting of which was held 
for the purposé indicated about the 20th of May, 1866. The managers 
of this association extended, invitations for the donation of sites, the 
premises to be situated in the ke States. Hach site must contarn not 
less than two hundred acres, must be in a healthy locality, aud easily 
accessible by railrond or otherwise. or was the intention of the managers 
to erect suitable buildings upon the sitcs that were accepted, without 
unnecessary delay, the buildings to include detached cottages for soldiers 
with families. In the erection of the buildings, the Gothic style of 
architecture was to be avoided. } 

When it became fully known that the building of soldiers’ home 
had been definitely decided upon, the question at once arose as to thnleay 
Dayton had not two hundred acres of land that she could offer to such 
an enterprise. ‘The attention of the board of managers was directed to 
the fertile valley of the |Miami, and they, on, their visit to the Northwest 
and Ohio, made an investigation of its merits. On the 11th of April, 
£867, ithe, committee, reported to. the board of, managers, “that the 
committee had also visited Ohio, and carefully examined the sites offered 
at Columbus, Dayton, and White Sulphur Springs, and come to the conelu- 
sion that, all things considered, the site of Dayton was most suitable, and, 
therefore, recommended its purchase as the site of the Central Brauch.’ 

The beard, upon the consideration of this part of the report of the 
select committee, after a lengthy discussion, adopted the following 
resolution: | 

“That a committee be authorized to negotiate for the purchase of the 
White Sulphur Springs property; provided oi “can arrange for perma- 
nent railroad accommodation to the same, at least once a day each way by 
a responsible railroad company, at their own expense, and at the usual 
fare and freight; and if such accommodation cannot be obtained, then to 
make the purchase at Dayton, according to the proposition made by Mr. 
Gunekel, to-wit: The land named by the committee, four hundred acres 
at $118 per nere, less a donation by the citizens of Dayton.” 
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The committee appointed under this resolution was composed of 
General J. UW. Martindale, Governor Frederick Smyth, and Geners ul John 
bp. Cavender.. The ae referred to, he about three injles west of 
Dayton. At the time of the purchase, it was in the ordinary condition 
of farm lands throughout the State, but possessed great natural beanty, 
and several springs of excellent water. 

At the request of the board of managers, Chaplain T. B. Van Horn, 
of the United States Army, was detailed by Sceretary Stanton to Jay out 
the grounds. In this counection the statement should not be omitted that 
great credit is due to the exertions and influence of lon. Lewis B. Gunekel, 
who was secrefary of the board of managers. Vigorous measures were 
at once taken to erect and make ready, at the earliest possible time, the 
mp 


buildings necessary for the accommodation of the disabled soldiers. The 


government performed its part of the work by contributing the lumber 
which had been used in erecting the temporary buildings at Camp Chase, 
with the use of which, under the supervision of Mr. Guuckel, buildings 
were rapidly constructed, and these build dings were filled as fast as ready 
for occupancy. 

The buildings, barracks, and other property of the United States, at 
Camp Chase, were turned over to the board of ee of the National 
Asylum, for the use and benefit of the soldiers, under authority of a 
resolution of congress, approved March 22, 1867. On the ath of Septem- 
ber following, Mr. Gunekel reported that he had shipped from Camp 
Chase to Dayton, for the construction of the temporary buildings of the 
Central Asylum, about two hundred and fifty thousand feet of lumber; 
that there was ready for shipment about one hundred thousand feet 
more, and that he had realized from the sale of smaller buildings the sum 
of $4,554.69. | 

On December 5, 1867, the board of managers passed a resolution 
returning thanks to the patriotic citizens of Dayton, Gite: for the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars donated by them to the board, and used in the 
purchase of lands for the Central Asylum, near that city. On the next 
day, General Timothy Ingraham was detailed for duty as acting governor 
of the National Asylum, and was stationed at the Central Branch. On 
the same day, Dr. Wolcott and General Cavender were appointed a visiting 
committee for the Central Branch. 

June 14, 1868, fifteen hundred dollars was appropriated for the 
purchase of a, printing office for the Central Branch, and on October 8, 
1868, a report was made to the board of managers that Mrs. Mary Lowell 
Putnam, of Boston, Massachusetts, had donated a large and well selected 
library, and over one hundred beautiful pictures to the Central Branch, 
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as a memorial of her son, William Lowell Patnam, ari ‘foll at the battle 
of Ball’s Blut ‘Vhe forlowine resolutions were therenpon unanimously 
passed and adopted by the board: , 

“¢ Resolved, That the board. of managers receive with pleasure the 
munificent donation of Mrs. Mary Lowell Putnam, and return the thanks 
of the board and the gratitude of the beneficiaries of the National ae 
therefor; and direct that the same shall be carefully Isept for the use of the 
disabled soldiers of the Asylum, so long as the National Asylum shall 
exist, and then disposed of in accordance with the request of the donor. 

“Resolved, That the board do further direet that the books be caia- 
logued and kept apart in eases, bearing the inscription of “Putnam 
Library.” 

During the first year of the existence of the Central Branch, there 
were cared for there, 1,249 disabled soldiers, and up to December 1, 1868, 
there had been expended in the construction of buildings, furnishing 
them, and in work on the grounds, $212,900.69. 

On June 14,1868, plans for a hospital building at the Central Asylum 
were adopted, and eae were invited for the construction of the 
building. In Mareh, 1870, three thousand dollars was appropriated for 
the erection of officers’ ee and twelve hundred dollars for a wagon 


“shed, hennery and fence. 
> ev 


On July 25, om the construction of a new building with fire proof 
vaults was authorized for the books and papers of the asylum, the building 
to cost not more than twenty-five thousand dollars. 

On the 29th of October, 1870, Colonel John W. Skiles, of Ohio, was 
dishonorably discharged as secretary of the asylum, and was suceeeded 
by Captain W. Tl. Lough, of Ohio, who was~at that time made acting 
secretary, but who, on the 10th of the following July was appointed 
seerctary. | 

On March 9, 1872, the name “Asylum ” was changed to “ Tome,” so 
that the name of the institution became the “ National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers.” On July 10th, five thousand dollars was appropriated 
for the construction of a brick quartermaster and commissary building; 
eight thousand dollars for the construction of a barrack in place of the one 
to be removed, the new barrack to be three stories high, of brick, with 
hollow walls, and with flat metal roof; and two thousand dollars for the 
removal of the frame barrack which was to be superseded by the new one. 

The purchase of one handred and one aeres of wooded land was 
authorized on the 6th of December, 1872, the price being one hundred 
and ninety dollars per acre. Captain Wilham Thompson was appointed 
steward of the Home on the same day in place of Captain A. P. Wood- 
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rudy wvho was appointed: secretary and steward of the Branch at ‘its 
establishment in 1867, and who resigned on account of ill-health. } 

On December 19): 1874, Captain Rh. 1. ert ning, of Ohio, was ap- 
pointed secretary of the Home, and Dr. J. M. Weaver, who had been, 
during the war, surgeon of the Ninety-third Ohio Voluntecrs, was 
appemted acting: surgeon! or the’ Home.” On’ July 10) 1875, the: erection 
of a building for dormitories for the men was authorized, the cost of 
which was not to exceed fourteen thousand dollars, and on sctileraties eth, 
following, owing to the rapid increase of the numbe ror inmates, thirteen 
thousaud dollars more was appropriated for the construction of another 
brick barrack;<two thousand, five hundred dollars for the construction 
of a new amusement hall; one thousand dollars for a new epileptic ward, 
and one thousand collars for an additional building for greenhouse and 
conservatory. Still another epileptic ward and Liaemtberaisuve were 
authorized on December 17th, the cost of which was not to exceed 
four thousand dollars. 

. With reference to the conduct of the men mn the Homie, the president 
of the board of managers, Major-General 6. F. Butler, in lis report to the 
United States congress for the year 1875, said: 

<a ipon the whole there has eds: scarcely any need of coercive 
measures for discipline. Ninety-seven per eent of all the inmates of the 
Tome behave themselves with perfect propriety and good conduct, save 
in one single regard, and that is that army vice (althongh not by any 
means wholly confined tothe army), the too great use of spirituous 
liquors. Were it not for the vice of drunkenness, whieh the board have 
come to look upon almost as a disease, less than one per cent would cover 
the entire number of those inmates of the Home who are guilty of any 
serious infraction of the rules, or conduct themselves otherwise than with 
perfect propriety, and as it is, less than three per cent ae e the board or 
officers any trouble by their misconduet. Perhaps there is no more 
remarkable, and certainly no more complimentary thing to ‘ifs said of the 
disabled soldiers of our homes than this: The proportion of vicious men 
among them, as shown by the necessity of punishment, is not greater than 
the equal number of any ‘part of the community; aud considering the 
fact that during the war the prisons were suabisatlty emptied into the 
army, and the necessary demorahzation of eamp lite, we have in our homes 
this example of the highest commendation of the American soldiers.” 

In the report of Hon. Lewis B. Gunckel, secretary of the board ot 
managers, to the president of the board, he shows the cost of the rations 
per day in cach of the four branches of the ome then established. The 


cost at the Central Branch was 22 4-5 eents per man. This was the total 
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cost of running the TLlome, ire le food, clothing, fuel, hgbts, medicine, 
officers’ salaries, inmates’ pay roll, transportation of men to the Tome---in 
short, all expenses except those for acre Ngiee and repairs. “Tne total 
expense forthe year 1875 was $325,527.30, or $151.16 per man, or when 
the cost of clothing was deducted ae cost per man was 8141.56 

On September 21, 1876, on account of the continued increase in the 
number of inmates at the Home, the construction of four wooden bar- 
racks was authorized, each to be 110 feet long, 24 feet wide, and two, 
stories high. The sum of six thousand dollars was appropriated for this 
purpose. On the same day, in response to an application for the same, 
the board of managers resolved to allow political mectings in the Central 
Home grounds during the presidential campaign of that year. Under 
this. resolution, one political meeting was permitted to be held in the 
afternoon by each party, on different days, at which two speakers from 
without the Home were to speak, the speakers to be indicated by the 
political organizations of the county. -The governor of the Home was to 
preside and to keep good order. No one was to be'admitted to the 
grounds during the mectings except alithorized reporters for the press, 
and the organized central committees of the several parties, and not to 
exceed ten other persons to be selec se by the said committees 

In Mr. Gunckel’s report for 1876, the cost of maintaining the inr nates 
upon the same basis as that en Acai for 1875, was $145.15 per 
man, or when the cost of clothing was deducted, $128.07. 

With weferencel to the Elio! established at the TLome some years 
previously, the’same report said: “ Se eral years ago schools were estab- 
lished at each of the branches, but the number of young men (little could 
be expected of the old) who had sufficient health and ambition to educate 
themselves, was not sufficient to justify the expense. It was deemed 
better, as well as more economical, to transfer all who desired the 
advantages of a school to the Central Branch, where a school has been 
maintained with continued and marked sneeess. It was established 
February 24, 1868, and has been ever since in charge of Miss’ Mary J. 
Katon, of New IJTampshire. The attendance during the year has been 
93, and branches taught, reading, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, 
goography, book-keeping, music, algebra, and telegraphy. The total 
number who have availed themselves of the school during the past eight 
years is 524. Since the establishment of the school, not a single case of 
disorder or misconduct has been reported, the veteran scholars having 
been regular, attentive, and studious. Some (inostly colored men, who 
have never before had the advantage of a school) have learned to read 
and write; others have studied the higher branches and qualified them- 
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selves to teach school; some who lost the right arm have learned to 
write, and well, with the Icft hand; and others have prepared themselves 
to earn their own living as book-keepers and telegraph operators. It is 
known that not a few, educated in this school, have secured lucrative 


-positions, which they have so worthily filled.as not only to fae their 


a 


employers, but in several cases to earn honorable promotion.” 
With reference to the morals and religion of the men at the Central 


Brauch of the Ilome the same report says: 


“ At the Central Branch there is a resident chaplain, Rev. William 
Earnshaw, who has most worthily performed the duties of his high 
ealling for ten years past, and sueceeded in doing much good, both for 
the spiritual advantage and moral improvement of the men. ».. At the 
Central they have had the Sons of Temperance, Good Templars, and Ned 


Geen he 5 
bers; a German 


Ribbon Brigade, cach with one hundred or more mem 
Veteran Association, and Hibernian Benevolent Society, each with large 
membership.” hi 

In July, 1877, it became evident that new accommodations would be 
needed for the ensuing winter, and that it was neeessary to erect a 
music ball. The governor was therefore instructed to prepare plans, 
specifications, and estimates for the building of an amusement and Iecture 
hall, to be two stories in height, the lower story to be used as a concert 
and lecture room, and the upper story as a memorial hall and museum. 
He was also to put in the foundations of the building, and to make prepa: 
rations for the vigorous prosecution of the worl. In September, it was 
resolved to erect three new frame barracixs, similar in size to the four 
erected in 1876, and that six thousand dollars be appropriated therefor. 


In December, 1877, the subject of the increase of the water supply was 


taken wp, and six Hfonsfinl dollars appropriated for iacreasing it. 

Tn their report for the year 1877, the managers made a statement as 
to the magnitude of the Central Home at that time. There were then 
erected 132 buildings of all sizes, 56 of them were supphed with water, 26 
were heated with steam, and 50 were lhehted with gas. The buildings 
eee 601,172 square feet of flooring, and the dormitories contained 
1,614,066 cubie fect of air space, an allowance of 570 cubie feet for each 
person. The grounds were then nearly a mile square, and included 63 
miles of macadamized roads, 2 miles of eraveled walks, 8 miles of paved 
gutters, and 15 mules of sewers:and drains. There were 5 never failing 
natural springs, 10 deep wells, 54 large rain-water cisterns, and 4 large 
lakes. , 

The workshops of the Central Branch had become so large and im- 
portant, and had been so successfully conducted, that considerable space 
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was devoted to them in the report. Ninety men were employed in the cigar 


factory, who earned $6,160.15, and made 1,858,515 cigars, which sold for 
$33,347.41, realizing to the JIome a net profit of $2,901.16. Eighteen mei 


with knitting machines made 2,069 dozen pairs of stockings, which a 
a total of $7,391. 46, and a profit of $1,478.26. The shoe shop turned ont 22¢ 
pars of boots, and 286 pairs of shoes, all hand inade, at a profit of $1,256. fe 
The tailor shop turned out 695 garments made, and about double that 
number repaired, at a profit to ue \Iome of $1,435.32. The soap factory 
had made 121,599 eallons of soft soap, and 29 § 309 pounds of hard soap, 
all chiefly from material from the kitchens of the Home. Besides 
these various industries, there were the printing oflice and book bindery, 
as filters, tinners, ete, who. 


3 


and inmate carpenters, painters, plumbers, ¢ 
did much of the work of construction, and all of the repairs, resulting in 


: i. fan 3 AS See a oes 1 Ny aN ean . Ae mc ¢ q ANS Nf eseeeere eh a t ’ 
both convemence and economy. Cabinct-makers and biacksmiths, wagon. 


makers, harness-makers and upholsterers were also in the Home, and 


hops. 


found employment in the s 

During the latter part of 1877, and the first part of 1878, the water 
supply was Increased - deepening ia increasing the capacity of the three 
lakes, 1,800,000 gallons, by digging a large well fifty feet deep, giving 
24,000 callons of pure spring water daily, and by the purchase of ten acres 
of land of James Applegate and W. I. Howell, immediately east of the 
lakes of the Home, forming an additional reservoir which, with a small 
expense, was made to hold at least 20,000,000 gallons. Three thousand 
dollars was appropriated for the continuance of the work. 

The amusement hall mentioned above, was formally opened by the 
board of managers and the president of the United States, September 12, 
1878. This hall had a seating capacity of fifteen hundred persons, and ‘fll 
the appointments of a first-class theater. During the sueceeding winter 
the National Dramatic Company, the National Minstrels, aud the German 
Veteran Association, composed of inmates of the Home, and a few ladies 
of Dayton, gave several excellent ente rtainments. Clubs from Cincinnati 
and the Dayton R sading Club, also furnished suitable entertainments. 

A“ Memorial Hall” was erected in 1878, without cost.to the govern- 
ment, the money being derived from the “store and posthumous fund.” It 
was a large, splendid brick building, 129x75 feet on the ground, and $5 feet 
high, and was designed for all clase of literary, dramatic and musical’ 
entertainments. In May, 1880, it was destroyed by fire. On July 10th, 
following, the rebuilding of the a was taken into consideration by the 
board of managers, and referred to General John Love and Colonel Larris, 
who were authorized to secure the rebuilding of the hall, at a cost not to 


execed thirty thousand dollars, which amount had been appropriated by , 


fety 
















gio il ivi ae ss sist pee agai mr 
Or bhow sial WA TNBIN: Ot, ORR: ool runn 
itsoatt. phe sbelyith Oe, Fia.ag as albany Sony fh nny 
boassiliun houty ,eoiishooks to. ida i jeri cong Oe seni ee 
Ose bid fours | forfe adule well OS ee: Le a Hihony ik tala ‘abtie, persion 

tit GS, LG to. dDrng a bee cis {) Aunt thas aod “ho ae iyat | (OBE hang oad to i 
Anal stduoh Invide a ee oe ‘Ame dig pi (pode. sufied: alt 


} np we 











Ve 


Chto, EM. i pits pwd Ke Mhoacy a dy! chetineges vod ty i 
— ‘bow Des LAAT LM meat basen ay wor Moe hy mito Haig CRG 1ST bid Enid 

biewel Stoll olf: te eosin oll’ cred Iain: ahs tie gw, ° ea f 
ie MG Rissa | tool bac aes ul widen’ ‘tf me ‘44 ne ke 80F cheer 


OAD OR paris BLUES 1 geet 


= 
a 


yt epowe chance ar? 


















udentuly aenhining aed hie 
; ea pn ie cows EE Oe Ne adi: aa 
Te hd ‘yf perme AD t Fay a ied eh sh eysd Hannity (yD CL AOEIOSS brass soup a7 i 
y a Fa edt ih oule ani peo oly ped eenhenncasoenge y 
Bees : see) re a. t ir 
FO) Be bald eh ie hi to, = bait dene, it ht } ty iE rah | 


wee tet udnen lye wT, fyi oe 























sotto to yrs PS cae ok mgt) an pat Dos ‘a spies ‘ toseelokt 
sti Ne, Af ab, jogt yohit. Mi ow Ogrel ak gee bgt eaollng, O02 
RON wig his: eel yee (j old 9 v9 yg ‘it inh ey ve ipa Ls wid to. Pay 
sild. 10 dete il: adinibucicad lh owelbaot:. id Depa atingolygg exnigly is tinh t 
Lt abenat dt ms Joie, tow oeO. Lee a bid ata se ntdon y atoll. old to’ ae i 
(iim) watt Srvodlorg OOO OOOO tenol rovbtort: ol obni amin adorn 
dare ae, tO Be Sn Cs ET hh bs whahorggk BEE shin 
i ol Danae, dient sow eweds. Dentekinoga dau Jiioenie coe ‘ol Tey 
Han pine Jonaly ot: to, drtobiba: MG oitt baweomtiiinm to bred 
hye, picks boahdrwal rieodtit. Fay voicing onion a bet Ted an? | 
ate a ed, gatt MANGER) he et eed athe A otepds: wembley hevil, g to shavadaioga por fi ;, 
asntieD odd fue dlovanih lene ity cera cham bane old, vila 
at al, vol in Die oot ‘oil: To, conceal to owdgpute tobe: ooze: wna 
he ining 0 mon adel. . etaceca yMgias’ hoollooxe lerovod: ORS noha ‘ | 
adaoiiopsioe obbedtiire, hosted fnagt-oatwy, re) anibnotl wore ot baa AN 
cave, gabh oy, Jen inodliw 8V8L ni belive een * Moll Ewinoiualh hs iene 
1 fusei) arcane hin omade.? oul) anorth box tiab: yintod yotomt ‘hi oun 
jack bf bag ba worry eas to deat CTaQGe nuihtind shold hibivaliye gunk a 
Ieofeuen buea vitae sirsle ‘Prewatil tovadeenles Yaak. hatrgivoh: enw, baw i » 
main a “pligl, oO ait ond hoyoutadh, Ca anes OR8E., aM. fh: etioae A ER 
oli wh pits aie cnbiing sodnt ann tel odt Yo yoiblindos, path * 
eh wanda! Jouole) bres. oval aol Iysaned- od heron Dita, anagann 
‘Jou Yatre, s,s a lLasil vulh to, quibliagdys ale iain wd kent yf dani 
ad. batu MOGs gees bau. uaiainad i ‘Nie oe 











ha 
Laren 


Oe ca A RT 


S49 HISTORY OF DAYTON. 





- 


congress for that purpose. The new Li a was finished in Octo! yer “1881, 
and opened during the sueceeding winter. It possesses all ie ate 
improvements in hall architecture, is beautifully frescoed, and has a 
seating capacity of sixteen hundred. 

September 238,.1880, Dr. A. Tl. Stephens, of Haton, Ohio, was ap- 
pointed surgeon of the Central Home in place of Dr. J. M. Weaver. 

The postoflice at the Home is altogether independent of any other 
postotice. - Justin HE. Chapman, postinaster, made a> report to ‘the 
governor November 8, 1879, as to the working of his office for the six 
months ending June 80, 1879. This report is of intcrest as showing what 
the inmates were doing in the way of correspondence with their friends. 
The number of letters mailed, including postal cards, was 54,080; the 
number received was 87,752; papers and packages mailed, third class, 
9.464; papers and packages received, second and third class, 45,994; total 
cash received for money orders sent, both domestic and foreign, $4,852; 
total cash drawn on money orders, domestic and foreign, $1,271.71. For 
the year ending June 30, 1880, the report was as follows: Number of 
letters mailed, including 12,301 postal, cards, 119,870; number of letters 
received, 82,240; papers and packages inane, third class, $8,928; papers 
and packages received, second and third class, 101,988; cash received on 
money orders issued, $14,215.05; cash paid for ae orders drawn on 
the oflice, $2,813.86. 

For the six months ending June 30, 1879, the total current expenses 
of the ILome, including cost of all clothing issued to the men and exclud- 
ing construction and repairs, was $187,927, or $05.00 per man. Deducting 
the cost of clothing, $47.46 per man. For the year ending June 80, 1880, 
the cost per man, including clothing, was $117.82, and excluding 
clothing, $90.40. 

Following are the numbers of disabled soldiers cared for at the Central 
Branch since its establishment: In 1867, 616; 1868, 1,320; 1 
SO 2h: LETT 2.829 5 1872. re 2 ORNS 3° 2,064: 1874, SbF 05 1875, 
3,109; es SLUG UOT, 02a, Le7e. 3.075," tSs7a, +0905 1680, 5,304; 
scl). oo2  ieoe. Ore: 


> 
1883, 9,481; 1984, 7,146; 1885, 6,884; 1886, 
“aia 1887, 6,022; 1888, 5,036. 
le 


The following table shows the cost of running the Central Branch, 
exclusive Of eXpeuses for construction and ,repairs, since 1872, the 


statistics for previous years not being available. 
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The following table shows the States and Territories, in which the 
oO ? 
soldiers admitted to the Central Branch enlisted from date of organiza- 
tion to June 30, 1888: 
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The following table es the nuinber of soldiers from each State 
and Territory admitted into the Central Bra neh, National Home for Dis- 
abled V Aiismecce soldiers, Fab the date of organization to June 30, 1888: 
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The cemetery is beautifully located west of the hospital on sloping 
ground. At the pesca time (June 1, 1889) there are about thirty-thrce 
hundred graves of soldiers who le band be teual A monument has been 
erected to their memory on Ingh ground overlooking the cemetery. ‘The 
shaft of this monument was formerly one of the columns of the famous 
United States bank building in Philadelphia. It is forty-eight feet in 
height, and is surmounted by a colossal statue of a private soldicr at 
parade rest. The height of the statue is ten feet. The corner-stone was 
laid July 4, 1873. On this occasion an address was delivered by the Hon. 
Stanley Matthews; the list of articles deposited under the corner-stone 
was read by Captain Fernald; the corner-stone was laid under the 
supervision of Chaplain Farushaw; the oration was delivered by Mon. 
T.. W.) Ferry, United States senator from Michigan; an address was 
7} 


delivered by General Bridgeland, of Indiana, and also. by Governor 


Noyes, of Olio. The monument was unveiled September 12, 1877; by 
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the president of the United States im te presence am emits Saige thou- 
sand people. On the pedestal are the words, “To our fallen comrades’ 
and “These were honorable men in their generation.” On the base are 
four figures representing the four arms of the servicc—viz.: artillery, 
vavalry, infantry, and the navy. These four figures were carved in Italy. 
The base is surrounded by tablets on which are engraved the names of 
the veterans who he buried in the cemetery. The entire cost of this 
monument was about twenty thousand dollars, and its erection was in 
charge of the Monumental and Jlistorical Society of the Home. 

The ofticers of the Central Branch since its establishment have be cen as 
follows: | 

Governors—Major I, Kk. Tracy, of Ohio, was appointed deputy- 
governor in March, 1867, and died in June, 1868. General Timothy 
Ingraham was appointed Decen nber 6, 1867, and served until January 
1, 1869. Colonel I. F. Brown, who had been appointed acting governor, 
October 8, 1868, took charge of the Branch January 1, 1869, and was 
appointed me ae -governor July 2, 1869. He was appomted governor 
September 6, 1873, and served in that capacity until appointed inspector- 
general of the National Wome for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, when he 
was sueceeded by General M. KR. Patrick, of New York, who held the 
office until Ins death, July 27, 1888, when he was succeeded by Colonel 


» 


J. B. Thomas, the present governor. 

| Treasurers—Colonel J. B. Thomas was elected treasurer of the Cen- 

tral Branch December 5, 1867, and held the office until his appointment as 

governor, November 17, 1888, when he was succeeded by Milton McCoy. 
SrEcRETARIES—Captain A. P. Woodruff was appointed secretary in 

1867, and served until September, 1870, when he was succeeded by Captain 

W. UH. Lough, who served until September, 1878. Captain R. 1. Fleming 


then beeame seerctary and served until May 14, 1880, when Captain Lough 


again became secretary. He was succeeded in the position by the present 
incumbent, Major M. F. Watson. . 
~ Surarons-—Dr. C. McDermont was surgeon at the Central Branch from 
the time of its establishment until August, 1874, with the exception of 
fourteen months, when he was surgeon at the Southern Branch Home. 
During this interval Dr. 8. K. Towle was surgeon at the Central Branch. 
In November , 1874, Dr. J. M. Weaver became surgeon and served until 
October, 1880, when he was succeeded by Dr. A. IL. Stephens, of Maton, 
Ohio, who resigned September 18, 1884, and was suceeeded by Dr. FH. 
Patton, the present incumbent. 
SrewArps—Oaptain A. P. Woodruff acted as steward while he was 
secretary, and until December 4, 1872, when he resigned, and was followed 
ot 
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by Captain Wilham Thompson, who was suecceded March 1, I882, by 
Major. M. FE. Watson, secretary.. On December 1, 1885, Captain J. II. 
Chapman was appointed commissary of subsistence, and still retains this 
position, the duties of which are the same as those previously performed 
by the steward. Major Watson since that date has been secretary only. 

CiaPLains—Rey. William Warnshaw, D.D., was appointed chaplain 
of the Central Branch September 5, 1867, and served until his death at the 
Branch; July 17, 1885. iis successor, was Rev. J. V. Lerch, whois: the 
present chaplan 

Toward 1 - att ter part of the year 1864, it was sugeested by General 
Robert C. Schenck that it would be appropriate to erect a monument to 
the memory of the soldiers of Montgomery County who had died of 
wounds, or of disease contracted in the war. ‘To carry out this sugges- 
tion a committee was appointed to have charge of the movement. This 
committee held a meeting November 19, 1864, at Huston Hall. The 
meeting was addressed ae Dr. Thomas and coin Charles Anderson. 
The object of the meeting was to discuss plans for carrying into effect the 
enterprise. EK. W. Davies was elected president, and KE. S. Young, secre 
tary. Colonel John G. Lowe submitted’ a series of resolutions, which 
were adopted, and which were to the effect that it was the opinion of the 
citizens of Dayton that an appropriate and permanent monument should 


- be erected to perpetuate to future generations the memory of the patriot- 


. 


ism and valor of every citizen of Montgomery County who has heretofore 
cied or who may yet die from wounds received, or from disease contracted 
whilst in the service of the United States in the present civil war. Reso- 
lution second provided for the appointment of a committee of three to 
report the names of persons suitable for an executive committee, which 
should devise and inaugurate the erection of a monument, and resolution 
third requested the citizens of the several townships in the county to 
appoit each a committee to cooperate with the committee of the city of 
Dayton. Colonel John G. Lowe, Charles: Parrott, and H.W. R. Brunner, 
the committee of three, appointed as an executive committee the following 
gentlemen: Lieutenant-Governor Charles Anderson, V. Winters, J. D. 
Philips: Wve Steele «Awe lallins st Wviond..oMe Buuroug,.d.- di. 
Peirce, J. McDaniel, A. C. Brown, W. 8. Phelps, ms mi aynmiure, IT. 8. Fow- 
ler, George pene John Ileward, J. Gebhart, C. Herehelrode, Henry 
ean Colonel KA. Parrott; Samuel Preeieent Lge cermmeicel. 1G. 
Morgan Wood, kh. D. Marshman, and Colonel John G. Lowe. 

This movement, however, like several similar movements made at a 
later day, was not a success. But they all served to keep alive the spirit 
of the soldiers and the hope of the community that ultimately such a 
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movement seit opiate ie was cusndniey determined to hold a meeting 
of the old soldiers of the county for the purpose of giving definite shape 
to their desires, and such'aemecting was held August 29, 18793:.> At this 
meeting there were present seventy veteran pita and it was decided 
to organize a permanent soldiers’ association. A committee of five was 
appointed, whose duty it was to select fifteen others out of the Coon 
present, who, together with the five, should constitute the charter mem- 
bers. . The: second meeting was held at the same place, the City Hall, 
September 5, 1879, and the organization was eflected with the follow 


—! 


as charter A daha na Anderton, Ashley Brown, B. B. ee 
a ot. conn Clarkson, AL ©. Penner. 0. Staley, GoW. seater, (iB 
Kimmel, “Ad. Knecht, George LaRue, C. H. Miller, P. O’Connell, Robert 
Patterson, J. Co Reber, Jacob Renner, W. Radchit, H. 3B. one ae oe 


moth, BH. M. Wood, and Peter W ae The following officers were 


‘enosen ob this meeting: 1. Me Wood, president; TH. B. Sortman,, vice- 


Pucsident; A.C. Penner, treasurer and J. ©. lheber, secretary... They 
were to serve until the regular mecting in Ctioner 

Soon after the organization of the association, or the Old Guard, as 
it was called, a board of trustees was appointed, whose duty it should be 
o solicit funds for the erection of the monument. As time rolled on, 
however, nothing was accomplished by the trustees, and the association 


‘resolved to try to raise a fund by giving entertainments for its benefit. 


5) 


Accordingly an entertainment was given at the fair grounds July 4, 1889, 
at which about two hundred dollars was realized, and as this was suebh a 
success, it was determined to give another entertainment, which came oft 
in the fall of the sarne year when the “Drammer Boy” was presented at 
Musie Hall. At this time a littl more than two hundred dollars was 
raised. The two sums aggregating about four hundred dollars were 
placetl in bank as the ay of the monument fund, Subsequently two 
other attempts were made to raise money in the same way, but they were 
both failures, and instead of increasing the sum already on hand, actually 
reduced it. Perceiving that this plan of raising money enough to erect 

suitable monument must necessarily fail, other and widely diverse plans 
were discussed, and at length it was resolved to try the legislature and 
secure, if possible, a law that would permit the amount to be raised by 
tax, provided the people would, at an election at which the question were 
submitted to them, approve of the law. The chairman of the trustees at 
that time was General 'P. J. Wood, and he, assisted by D. B. Corwin, one 
of Dayton’s attorneys, drafted a bill which was forwarded to Senater 
John EF. Sinks. The bill was rettirned to General Wood with the sug- 


gestion that Wit were made general in its nature, instead of applying only 
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to Montgomery County, there was no doubt that it would pass. The 
suggested. amendment was thereupon made, and the bill returned to 
tor Sinks. In due course of time the bill became a law, being passed 


house of representatives April 8, 1881, having been previously 


e re 
4 
1 by the senate. It is entitled 
‘An Acl to Authorize the Commissioners of Any County to Build a Monument 
or Other Memorial to Perpetuate the Memory of the Soldiers Who Served 
inthe Union Army During the Late Rebellion. 


“Section 1. Br ir Enacrep, pre., That the commissioners of any 


county in this State be, and they are hereby authorized to submit to a vote 
of the people of said county at any general election for State and county 
officers, the question whether or not a tax of not more than one half mill 


on each dollar shall be levied upon all property upon soil tax duplicate of 


said county, to raise a fund wherewith to erect a mouument or other 
suitable memorial structure to perpetuate the memory of soldiers from 
said county who served in the Union army during the late rebellion. 

“Sec. 2. In case a majority of the voters of any county voting upon 
the question shall vote in favor of imposing the proposed tax for said 
purpose, said tax shall be made payable in two ins elie euts of one fou oe 
of a mill cach, and shall be imposed and collected during the two years 
next succeeding the taking of said vote, and the moneys Ait eins said 
ax shall be expended by said commissioners in the erection of a monu- 
ment or other suitable memorial structure as said commissioners shall 
ceem best and most appropriate, at such place in said county as may be 
designated by said commissioners, and said money shall be applied to no 
other purpose whatever.” 


This law having been passed, the chairman of the trustees followed it 
up by securing its endorsement by both ieee parties at the next gencral 
election, which was held October 11, 1881. The result of this vote was the 
sanction by the people of the project, by the following vote: Total vote 
in the county in favor of the tax, 7,489; total vote against the tax, 6,755, 
being a majority in its favor of 734. The vote in Dayton was 4,641 in 
favor of the tax, and 2,116 against it, or a majority in its favor in the city 
of 2,525. The county commissioners at the time of this election were 
Bassett, Purcell and Marshall. 

The first installment of the money was paid in December, 1882, and 
amounted to $5,580.12. From this time on, bids came in sith plans, 
models, ete. Many long and tedious meetings were held by the commis- 
sioners, and the trustecs of the Old Guard, General Wood, G. G. Pragh, 
A. C. Fenner, J. C. Kline, and Wenry Kissinger. Months were consumed 
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in setthng preliminary questions. The first bids that came in were as 
follows: . J. M. Carpenter '& Son, $22,500; Thomas Staniland, same; 


C. B. Caulfield, same;,O: lL. Billings, same; Pom: Callahan and 
Leopold Tettweis, same; T. Hardwick & Son, $22,000; L. H. yr wer. 


0090; and the Monumen- 


three designs, each $22,500, and one design, $29, 
tal Bronze Company, $22,500. After several mectings and discussions in 


connection with the Old Guard, the commissioners, on April 19, 1888, 


rejected. all of the bids and directed the auditor to readvertise for bids. 


On May 30th, the second set of bids was opened and found to be as 
q 


follows: John M. Eberle, $20,475; Thomas Staniland, one bid, $20,500; 
_R. F. Carter, $21,200; Isaac Broome, $22,000; ten bids each at $22,500, 


and one bid by Carpenter & Son at $27,000. On June 28, 1883, the 
commissioners, assisted by the Old Guard, awarded the contract to 
of Main and Water streets. The contract stipulated that the monument 
should be completed by July 1, 1884, the statue to be of Columbia, and the 
design showed a very striking and beantif ilistatuc. Aiter se a weeks 


Carpenter & Son for $22,500, the monument to stand at the intersection 


had passed, however, the Old Guard | beenme dissatisfied with the design, 
thinking that as the monument was to Pepeninicn the memory of the 
common soldier, the statue should be one of a common soldier. A 
change, therefore, was secured and made September 22, 1883. This change 
necessitated a delay in the progress of the work, and the time for its 
completion was extended to July 25, 1884, and its dedication to July 81, 
1884, at the time when the soldiers and sailors had decided to hold their 
reublon. | 

The excavations for the foundation were commenced September 19, 
1888. They were thirty-six feet square and seven feet deep. The 
foundation, which is of aca stone, was completed November 22, 
1883. The granite for the monument came from Maine, and the first 
four car-loads reached Dayton April 15, 1884. Other car-loads came on 
from time to time, the last reaching tdi city July 12,1884. The statue 
itself was made in Italy, in the iis of Carpenter: & Son at Carrara, 
under the supervision of Ross Adams. It left Leghorn, Italy, in the ship 
Alsatia, April 15, 1884, and landed at New York Wie 20th, arriving in 
Dayton a few days afterward. It is of the best Itahan marble. It was 
shipped two weeks carlier than was originally intended, and curiously 
enough, had it left at the time and in the ship intended, it would never 
have arrived in this country, as that particular ship was never heard. of 
after leaving port. 

Following are the divisions of the monument with their names and 
sizes: Hirst esplanade, 25 feet square and 1 foot high; second esplanade, 
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22 feet 4 inches square and 1 foot Ingh; third bile Una! nde iO etcet. 10 aches 
square and 1 foot high; fourth esplanade, 17 feet é awelles square and 1 
foot high; base, 15 feet square and 4 feet high; plinth, 12 feet square and 
2 feet 3 inches high; a 10 feet 6 inches square and 10 feet high; first 

mold, 7 fect 6 inches square and 5 feet 6 inches high; first commen, d feet 
6 inches in diameter and 8 feet high; second mold, 5 feet in diameter and 


oO 


4 fect 3 inches high; second column, 5 feet 6 inches in diameter and 28 
feet neh; capital) 5 feet’ in’ diameter aud’ 5’ feet’ 8 inches high; statne 
plinth, 3 feet 2 inches in diameter and 1 foot 10 inches high; statue, 11 
feet 6 inches high; total height of the monument, 85 fect. 


‘he stones of the die are inscribed as follows: On the south face, 


“The memorial of Montgomery County to her soldicrs;” on the east 
face, “The repubhe rests upon the virtue, mtelligence, and patriotism 
of -its citizens;” on the north face, “The federal union must and shal} 
be preserved;” and on the west face, “Liberty and union, now and 
forever, one and inseparable.” On the south side is also the date of 
dedication, as follows: “ Dedicated July 31, 1884.” 

The exercises connected with the Hott ication were extremely interest- 
ing. They commenced on the evening of duly 15th, when the Old Guard 
marched to the monument and deposited a box of dora There were 
one hundred and twenty-five members of the Old Guard present at their 
hall that evening. Allen O. Jeffries presented a large and handsome, 
bunting flag, with appropriate remarks, to'the KE. A. Mine Post, G. AR. 
After several speeches had been made, the committee on preparation 
oi the record’ box was called*upon.’’ This ‘committee was\composed ‘of 
Captain A. C. Fenner, Dr. J. M. Weaver, and E. M. Thresher. The 
latter gentleman, as chairman of the committee, reported the contents 
of the box as follows: A copy of the Bible, eity directory for 1883- 
1884, Jast annual reports of the city clerk, of the work-house, of the 
directors of the board of fire commissioners, of the chief of the fire 
department, of the board of health, of the city infirmary directors, of the 
eity soheitor, of the police ae of the Woman’s Christian 
Association, constitution and by-laws of the Old Guard Association; 
Dayton Journal of May 30th, Wadhnke the names of deceased soldiers in 
the various cemeteries, copies of the weekly papers published in Dayton, 
list-of the oiveers. or EGA eine Pest; roster a: the ‘GAL UR. “Posteof 
Ohio, and other things. Upon the completion of the reading of the list, 
KE. M. Thresher delivered an address, and then My. Carpenter carried the 
box to the top of the monument and deposited it in its resting-place. 
Meanwhile the band played “ Tail ¢ es wen ae and the Old Guard marched 
back to the hall. 
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MILITARY WISTORY. aon 





The ceremonies proper of the dedication began July 29th at sunrise, 
with a salute of thirteen’ guns’ ‘The day was, in Yr Bitte gece and 
Réaetiibin tee and was in a great measure devoted to the reception of the 
comrades and ex-prisoners of war. At midday there iwas a salute ‘of 
thirty-eight guns, and in the afternoon there was music, prayer by the 
e ra] yess) > : 3 ry 
hev..W. A. Jlale, an address of weleome by Mayor Bettelon, a response 


by General Robert P. Kennedy, and a salute of thirteen guns at sundown. 


dhe next day was spent m a manner similar to that of the 29th. 


. There were -salutes ae hee the latter by the mayor, by General 
1 2 ) ea 


Robert P. Kennedy, by General W. 8. lhosecrans, and by Ex-President 
Hayes. 

But the 31st was the great day of the eclebration. - General Thomas 
J. Wood was the conmmander-in-chicf. The procession formed about ten 
o'clock, and the line of march was as follows: Commencing at the inter- 
section of Main and Fifth streets, proceeding north on Main to Water 
Street, west on Water to Wilkinson, south to First, west to Perry, south 
to nee east to Ludlow, south to Fifth, east to Bainbridge, north to 
Third, west to Jefferson, north to First; west to Main, north to the monu- 
ment, and countermarch to Fifth, where the column was dismissed. 

This ne Was 2 erand aiiair. The Seventh Keoiment Band 
marched at its head, and was followed by the Veteran Old. Guard and 
the Junior Old Guard, commanded by Colonel Patrick O'Connell. Next 
eame General Thomas J. Wood, commander-in-chief, and. staff, accom- 
panied by Governor Hoadly and staff. Following them came the G. A. R. 
Posts, commanded: by Vice-Department-Commander Brown; then the 


regimental organizations, commanded by Colonel li. A. Parrott; then 


the various societies in full dress, Uniformed Rank of the Knights of 
Pythias, ee Tola, and Humboldt divisions, commanded by Captain 
Peter Weidner; Kmeghts of St. George, of Emmanuel and Trinity churches; 
the Cathohe ee A. QO. H., and labor organizations; a line of infantry 
and ee followed by Wix-lresident Hayes, General J. KR. Hawley, 
ITon. W. Louk, Ifon. Samuel Craighead, Judge ILenderson Tilhott, 
ITIon. a A. McMahon, W. D. Bickbam, Colonel C. Willams,. Justice 
Stanley Matthews, General Wiss) hosecrans, General RR. P. Kennedy, 
Chaplain Harnshaw, and John W. Stoddard. 

The speeches were made in the afternoon. The grand stand contained 
the above-named persons and others. IJfon. 8 C raichead introduced the 
Ilon. G. W. Mouk, who delivered the monument to the people. Governor 
Hoadly followed in a response, accepting the monument. A song was 
then sung entitled “ Peace to their ashes, their graves are our pride.” This 


song was composed by Mrs. John itieosts and the music was composed 
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by Prof. Blumenscbein, both especially for the oceasion. Colonel E.A. 


Parrott then delivered an oration, and the ‘“ Battle Jiymn of the 
Republic” was sung. Then followed the oration of the day by General 


Joseph KR. Ilawley, and other speeches were made by General Rosecrans, 
iix-President Hayes, Hon. John Sherman, and General Robert P. Ken- 
nedy, and the exercises closed with the singing of the song “ America.” 
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Mercantile and Commercial—Numerous Branches of Trade and Commerce—Numbers of 
Firms in Busingss in Various Years--The Wholesale and Retail Grocer--Dry Goods 
Dealers--Extent of Trade— Disproportionate--zplanation — Dayten Exchange—Cir- 
cular Issued -- Ratlroad Construction from Nenia- to Washington -—- Cheap Coal a 
Desideratum —- Death of the Exchange -- Completion of the Mtailroad into Jackson 
County--Graduai Reduction in Price of Coal— New Board of Trade--Its Efforts in 
Behalf of the Prosperity of the City. 
FYSHE branches of trade and commerce in Dayton, like the classes of 
manufactures, are so numerous that it 1s manifestly impracticable to 
trace them out in all their details, and it is hkewise impossil le to present 
an historical sketch of this branch of the city’s interests that shall be 
anything like satisfactory either to the reader or to the writer. No one 
realizes this more clearly or forcibly that those gentlemen, officers and 


members of the board of trade, who have made several earnest eflorts, all 


of them unsuccessful, to collect complete statistical information regarding 
either commerce or manufactures. Neither merchants nor man eee 
as a rule, are willing to give the necessary facts and figures from which, 
when summed up, such a statement as is required by those who are merely 
seeking information might be made, even when every assurance of the 
most rigid secrecy as to the facts concerning any individual firm or com- 
pany is given. Hence it is evident that any attempt to do justice to this 
subject must fail from the necessities of the case. 

But, if it is possible by a problem in proportion to arrive approxi- 
mately at the extent or amount of business done in any one year, from a 
tolerably close estimate of the number of firms and the amount of business 
transacted in any other year, the following figures may be of some value 


and interest, besides satisfying the curiosity of the reader: 


From the city directories of 1856, 1871, 1880, and 1888, it has been 


computed that there were in those years in the various branches of business, 


the following numbers of individuals and firms engaged: 
In 1856—Bookstores, 3; dealers in clothing, 4; coal dealer, 1; com- 
mission merchants, 2; confectioners 1» 45 ion . we dry goods merchants, 


o 
6; furniture dealer, 1; grain dealer, 1; grocers ; hardware dealers, 2; 


hat, cap, and fur hikes 8; land agent, 1; nv dealers, 3; lime and 
limestone dealers, 1; lumber dealers, 6: riustit inarketmen, 2; merchant 
tailors, 4; milliners, 3; piano dealers, 1; pork: packers, 1; produce dealers, 
provision stores 3; restaurateurs, 2. 
, 803 
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In 1871—Bakke ars, 24; in 1880, 31; in 1888, 32; bookstores, in 1871, 
fame &SS0.1 9 sand ie L883,.010;> bootvand oa dealers, P28 7.1,°705) in 
1880, 97; im 1888, 90; butter dealers, in 1871, 1; in'1880, 45;:in 1888,'3; 


dealers in china, glass and oo, ink He Soom 18S80rZay mn 1888, 
7*; dealers in cigars and tobacco, in 1871, 24; in 1880, 60; in 1888, 53; coal 
dealers, in 1871, 13; in 1880, 19; in inane 83; eommission merchants, in 
HTH, 12:)in 1880, 9; iwi 1888; 10; 'confectiowers, in 2671, 233 in'b880, 345 in 
1888, 47; druggists 
ebants,1n 1871, We MSSO. 22 Anim Sse, S25 des alers in flour and feed, in 
LSqis, 202.10 1880. a in 1888, 380; fruit dealers, in 1871] Westin BeS0r 17 san 
1988, 1 15; furniture Sistunsete none and de: ee nh “1871, £2 aa SSO. 1: an 
1888, Te tuteonae ae 7; dealers, 13; merehant tailors, in 1871, 23; in 1880, 
2O nial 888, 2s crams dealers, mii lS0h, 65 in L880 8" 1m 1883.6; es 


! a phon 235 in 830-380. tim SS ae dry goods mer- 


erocers, mI, Oolmma $30 le simi SSS) Ss retailerocersan Pers 201 pin 

880, 190; in 1888, 250; hardware merchants, in 1871, 9; in ce Jeni Less, 
in doabers in house furnishing goods, in 1871, 4; in 1889, ' Jae oe ice 
dealers. in 371.2 sane S80) seam 1898 5; lumber dealers 
my 1880, é: NESS s dle: SicnbeaiAulaeane mp L871, 44; in 1880, .52; bi ‘1ggs, 
100; milliners, in 1871, 84; in 1880, 33; in 1888, 34: dealers in notions, in 


L871, 18; in-1880, 62; in 1888, 49; piano dealers, in 1871,.3; in 1880, 6; 


1, 88S.,.6; spork)pacicers, in 137152; an) 1680; 35° 1888, 4; silverware 
2; | Miss ead) ins 
dealers, in 1871, 6; in 1880, i in 1888, 6; dealers in stoves and hollow- 


ware, an} he( Py hos tin 680,12 a. 38, 50; watch-makers and jewelers, in 


LSTA, 0 ermal SSO. 13 want oe 2 

One of the most important branches of business in connection with 
any city or community is that of the grocer. Everyone must patronize 
the grocer, because everyone must live. The increase in the number of 
establishments carrying on the grocery business, therefore, would seem 
to be’ a better index to the grow th of a ci ity than perhaps any other class 
of business. At the present, time, there are, five exclusively wholesale 
grocery companies iy Dayton: John Ik. McIntire & Company, Weakley, 
Worman & Coimpany, N. Thacker & Company, W.-S. Phelps & Sons, and 
Crossley & Adamson. ‘These five firms transact in the aggregate an annual 
business of over three million dollars. The directory of 1888, as stated 
above, contains a lst of about two hundred and fifty grocers doing a retail 
business. JLowever, it has been stated npon apparently good authority, that 
therevare oven ive hundred and cichty retail erocers in the city, a few ‘of 


“Whom carry on also a wholesale business. The estimate is made that 


these retail grocers, including those who are wholesalers as well, transact 
an annual business of about ten thousand dollars each, or an aggregate of 
over five million cight hundred thousand dollars per annum. 

In the dry goods lines, the directory of 1888 enumerates three wholesale 


‘\ 
1 


* The number for 1888 includes only exclusive dealers. 
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MERCANTILE AND COMMERCIAL. Bon 


houses and twenty-nine retail houses. Some of the largest of ae se retail 
firms are D. L. Rike & Co., Daniels & Meldrum, Lambert & Clock, Hider, 
Jiunter & Johnston, and Baucr, Forster & Co., all of whom do an immense 
business. The first firm mentioned is said to transact a business of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars per year, a part of it being wholesale. 
In the ready-made clothing line there are several large establishments, 
which is also true of the boot and shoe trade, the jewelry business, fancy 
goods, and several other lines. The last directory enumerates forty-three 
drue stores in the city, and im all there are, im all probability, over twenty- 
three hundred retailestablishments of all kinds. The estimate is made that 
each of these establishments, large and small, on the average, do a 
business of about seven thousand dollars per year, and, according to cas 
estimate, the retail business of Dayton would amount, annually, to nea 
eighteen milhon dollars. ~The entire number of wholesale houses in ie 
city is forty, and the amount of their business annually is estimated at 
eight million, five hundred thousand dollars. 

This trade is largely disproportionate to the population of the 

city, but is explained by the fact that Dayton is in the heart of a rich 
agricultural region, which is inhabited by an industrious and thriving 
community of farmers. It is also surrounded on all sides by an immense 
number of wealthy towns and villages, whose oh aaa: for the most 
part, make it the source of supphes of all kinds. The merchants of 
Dayton buy directly from the manufacturers, and are thus enabled to 
compete successiully with merchants"or evens largertcitics.:::; They occupy 
not only all ‘the territory’ to° which * they are rightfully. entitled but 
encroach considerably on the territory that would scem to belong to 
such cities as Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Indianapolis. » The growth, of 
the trade of the city ie the past five or six years has been particularly 
remarkable and gratifying. This fact would seem to indicate that Dayton 
has become a more important center of ttade than ever before in her 
history. While conservatism may have its faults and disadvantages, yet 
it is doubtless owing to this characteristic of the inhabitants of this city 
that this very valuable feature of the hfe of the city is due. 

The first organized cffort made in this city to collect data with 
reference to the commercial and manufacturing interests of the place, 
and to stimulate and inerease their growth, was in 1873. The first mect- 
ing of citizens for these purposes’ was held in’ the vie oflice of Jordan 
& Linden, Deeember Ist. Ton. J. A. Jordan was called to the chair, and 
S. B. Smith was made secretary. Jon. Mr. Jordan made a short address, 
in Which he said that the object of the meeting was to organize a board 


of trade which would give impetus to the business of the city. Ile said 
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that the serene of the oy were enn ee Ss a not been pene 
and the people had confidence in the future of the place. Some had 
thought hat the business prosperity of the city depended largely on the 
facilities for securing cheaper coal, and if was true there was a large class 
of manufacturers to whom coal was an important item in the success of 
their eee There were then three coal roads and less than one hun- 
dred and thirty miles from the coal fields: Instead of shipping coal from 
Cincinnati to Dayton, as had to be done in former years, coal was then 
being shipped from Dayton to Cincinnati. There.were then Fe kdeat coal 


yards in the city,instead of two as forn pa Dayton was then consuming 


1ty, 
about one fhe dred and twenty thonsand tons of coal per annum, ich 
cost to bring it to Dayton two dollars per ton, and the facilities for getting 
coal to Dayton were Coan increasing. a ; 
These were the principal remarks made, from which it will be seen 
that the main idea in which the mecting was interested, was that of 
securing cheaper coal. An organization of the board was then effected 
with, Hon. J: A. Jordan, pre esident; Michael Ohmer, vice-president; 
Ashley Brown, secretary, and John W. Stoddard, treasurer. 
The next meeting was held on the 6th of the month. At this mee HAS 
the principal reste discussed was the building of a coal read to the coal 
fields in Jackson County. Mr. Jordan, however, called attention to i 
fact that Meer were numerous branches of manufacture, to which coal 
was not a necessity at all. Committees were appointed for carrying out 
the work of the board. There was an executive committee, a finance 
committee, a committee on statistics, a committee of the whole, a com- 
mittee to raise funds for the procuring of statistics, a committee on the 
extension of manufactures, and a committee on holding an annual 
exposition at Dayton. A constitution was adopted setting forth the objects 
of the board, which was named the Dayton. Exchange, which were to 
collect and publish statistics and facets; to develop the business interests 
of the city; to encourage men to engage in business; to encourage 


merchants and manufacturers, and to create a market for real estate. 


A. report was made to the exchange by Mr. Arnold, that.he had 
information to the eflect that there was one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars ready to go into various manufacturing enterprises, and that there 
were citizens with sufficient public spirit to donate land to the value of 
one hundred thousand dollars to enterprises of the kind. A committee 
on freights was, at this meeting, appointed to inquire into and report the 
price of freights on railroads leading into Dayton, as compared with 
other cities, and to Jearn whether there were any discriminations in favor 
of through freights as against local freights. Robert G. Corwin was 
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requested to make a statement as to the feasibility of completing the 
railroad from Xenia to Washington and what advantages would be 
gained thereby to Dayton. 

The exchange issued a circular on the a a h of the month, by a com- 
mittee composed of A. D. Wilt, Charles | ase, and W. IT. Gillespie, 
requesting all classes of business men to ve them statistics of their 
business, so that a comprehensive statement and accurate report might be 
made. W. LB. Pease was appointed to collect statistics. At the next 
meeting held on the 20th of December, Robert G. Corwin made a report 
on the construction of the railroad from Xenia to' Washington. He said 
that if it were completed there would be a saving of forty miles in the 
distance from Dayton to Muskingum and Perry counties, and the cost of 
bringing’ coal to this city would be greatly reduced. Coal then cost at 
the mines, on beard the ears, one dollar and fifty cents per ton, and with 
this road completed the freight would be one dollar per ton, making coal 
cost, laid down in Dayton, two dollars and fifty cents per ton. The two 
reat then in existence, leading from Dayton to Columbus, were not 
competing with each other for the transportation of coal, and as a con- 
sequence the rates of freight were excessive. 

An informal meeting was held at the Beckel House on the 28d of 
December for the purpose of conferring with a number of gentlemen from 
Greene, Jackson, and Fayette counties, in relation to the new road to the 
Jackson County coal fields. The plan discussed at that time was that of 


building a road from enia to Anderson, Ross County, fifty-four miles in 


length, and there making connection with the Cincinnati and Marietta 
road, which, at the distance of thirty-four miles, came into the rich coal 
and iron fields, to which Dayton was desirous of securing access. The 
cost of building or of completing the road, as part of the grading was 
already done, including the laying of the ties and rails, was estimated at 
five hundred and seventy thousand dollars. 

The Exchange from this time on seems to have done but little, as on 
the 9th of Iebruary, 1874, it was reorganized, Mr. Jordan suggesting the 
importance of employing a secretary who could devote his whole time to 
the duties of the position. ‘The discussion of the construction of the 
Dayton and Southeastern Railroad was further continued, and the 
Exchange from that time on seems to have been suffered to Japse into 
nonentity, as no further accounts of its meetings could be found in the 
daily papers. 7 

The road into the Jackson County coal fields was completed in 1881, 
and if is of interest to all to trace the gradual reduction in the price of 
coal for the past twelve or fifteen years. This reduction may not, how- 
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ever, be wholly owing to competition 1 railroad freights, and doubtless is 
not, as in any civilized country there are at work numerous agencies which 
have a steady tendency to reduce the cost not only of what may be terined 


Mees, bn also the’neceéssaries of lite. °° But whether or not the com- 


pletion of the Dayton & Southeastern Railroad has done all or most of 


that which has been done toward bringing down the price of coal, one 
thing is certain, and thats that it has prevented ‘it trom going pe 

‘Karly inthe fall of 1872, anthracite coal was s: selling to consumers at 
$10 per ton, while at the same time Hocking Valley coal was $5 to $5.40 
per ton. In January, 1872,in accordance with the general rule that coal 
is higher during the winter months than in the summer and early fall, the 
prices were, ae ens Valleyicoal,s’$5.90 per ton, “and for ten 
iogheny coal, $6.50 to $7.25 per ton. In August and October, 1873, the 
price for locking V ne was $0 per’ tou. In’ November, 1874, Tiocking 
Valley coal was $4 per ton, and in September and October, 1875, it was 
re 


the same, wlile' anthracite’ coal was $9 per ton. In December, 1876, 
w4e 3 


ay 
It 


Hocking Valley coal was still $4 per ton, Youghiogheny was $4.50. In 


S 
February, 1877, Hoeking Valley was $4, and in ae and November 
it was $3.50. In April and July, 1878, the price was still $3.50, while in 
April andi June, 1879, it was $3.25. In September, 1882, it was $3.25, as 
was also Jackson County coal. In December the price ig both kinds 
went up to $3.75, and it’ was the same im January, 1883. In May and 
October, 1884, the price for both Hocking Valley ait ee County 
eoal was $3.50 per ton, while anthracite was $7.25. The prices were the 
same for all kinds of coal in January, 1885. In October and November, 


C 


$3.25 for Ilocking Valley and Jackson County 
coal, and for anthracite, $6.50. In September, 1886, the prices were 
the same all round, and ‘ 138/ they were about nity cents bieher on 
the ton. In the fall of 1888, Tlocking Valley and Jackson County coal 
ranged from $3.25 to $3.50 per ton, and im the spring of 1889, both 
Hocking Valley and Jackson County coal were $2.79 per ton, and anthra- 
eite $6.25 

With reference to coal for manufacturing or steam-making purposes, 
it may be stated that when coal for domestic purposes is $4 per ton, lump 
coal for other purposes named usually is from $2.50 to £9.75 per ton, while 


nm 


slack is $2. During the last four or five years steam coal has been on the 
average,’ for'slack, $1.50 per ‘tony nutiand’ slack, $2) nut, $2.26 


»<y 


do; at tle present time the prices-for steam ‘coal:are, slack, $1.25, nut 


db, and hump 


sind slack, $1.75, nut, $2.25, and lump, $2.90, 
The present low Nee for coal are in part, at least, attributable to the 
introduction of natural gas into domestic and manufacturing purposes. 
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It. is estimated that in 1870, the consumption of coal in Dayton was 
about forty thousand tons, while in 1888 an estimate was made, which is 
very close, and in every way rehable, showing that the consumption 


a 


reached very nearly if not quite two huudred thousand tons. 


The next. effort to organize a board of trade was made in) April, 
1887. A. prelinmunary. meeting avas eld on, the, 30th, of. that month at 


av 


the Phillips louse, at which Fol Ke Melntire presided, and A. 8. 
Mstabrook acted as secretary. .Speeches were made by. Dennis Dwyer, 
James: McDaniel, G. N...Bierce, N. P: Jamsey,. W. R Nevin, .4-D: 
Conover, E. P. Matthews, and others. A committee on by-laws and 

onstitution, was) appointed; consisting of 1. B. Pruden, W...Worman, 
Wat) Crame: Ge Ne Bierceys [Ltt ¢Moad, NP). dramseys and i: P. 
Matthews. 4 this preliminary meeting, fifty-eight individuals and 
figms signed a list, (signifying thew desire to become members of the 
organization. ah 

The first official session of the directory of this new organization 
was held in the Council Chamber May 23d, with President HW. H. Weakley 
in the chair. E. P, Matthews was the secretary, and all the members 
were in attendance. The following standiig committees were announced 
by the president: 

Igxecutive Com mittec—H. id. (W enlsley,) J. ib. Pruden;, Rt. Ry Dickey, 
EK. P: Matthews, and Js. B: Guneckel. | 

Cominrillee on lat arren.jMunoer,,.W .J,;Crume, and. .D.,W. 
Engle. | 

Arbiiration—J. A. McMahon, D..L. Rike, A. C. Fenner, li. E. Barney, 
Joseph R. Gebhart. 

Membership—O.. W. Kneisley, H. is. Mead, George M. Lane, Milling- 
ton Kemper, and, A. Beebe. 

Manwechiores 2M id. aubach, Wie tay, Van lorie, Wee dd. Baker, 
Orion, Dodds, AyA. Simonds, Gi Stomps,,J.,W. Sefton; EH. F. Stoddard, 
W.1 Ws, Smith, G.. W.dteathman; Walliam M.dGnnard, and Calvin Lyon. 

Transportation—George P. Uuftman, W. M. Mills, S. D. Conover, 
Ge; Bieree, Ah. Ci Scirenels, Wit. Se Jpn kathessons,.W),1h. Simms, J. KK. 
McIntire, and John D. Turner. 

Mercantile Interests—N. Thacker, Walter Worman, T. A. Legler, 
C.V. Osborn, WH. C. Thompson, Harry Kiefaber, A. Newsalt, Houston 
Lowe, EK. F. Cooper, D. R. Johnston, and Charles Spatz. 

Statistics W.. oieagiNevim, <b. dj tlarorave, HM. Om Baird... Wranks 
Conover, Jumes Cumimin, F. T. Uuitman, and Joel O. Shoup. — 

Printing—-ldwird Sachs, A. TL. Bauman, and G. C. Kennedy. 

Public Improvementy—C, A. Phillips, Ezra Bimm, B. Ikubus, J. i. 
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Howes, M. A. Nipgen, J ohm .G.. Doren Tra Crawiord, SN. Brown, Hs B. 
Groneweg, R. I. Cummin, and M. W. Chambers. 

Finance fia Legistation--\i. M. Thresher, A. 8. Esta vbrook, O. 
Gottschall, George P. Gebhart, Adam Lessner, Walter A. King, A. 4 
Winters, W. D.Bickham, W.D. MelKemy, E. is Parrotiand.. ioCook. 

RGN iea Osan Kratochwill, William Kiefaber, N. Jacobs, A. A. 
Bimm, and &. D, Bear. 

Fuel and Light—Charles Whelan, J. EH. Gimperling, Frank JD. 
Fowler, Frank Iluffman, Dennis. Dwyer, Alon 
Lane Reed. _ 

Lumber—Uarry C. Wight, Silas K. Burns, Elliott Pierce, William 

hmer, Charles I. Williams, George Herbig, and David Pruden. 


Grain—Ilarry Schaeffer, J. L. Norris, W. IL. Nauman, Thomas Negus, 


zo Rideway, and - J. 
(a) ev 


and George P. Gebhart. 

dnsurance—11. JN. Williams, Torace, Hox,.A. DD. Waliyd..N. Thorn, 
Henry Zwick. 

Sanitary Affairs—Dr, A. HH. dddings,, H.C. Baird, William Burik- 
hardt, Otto Weusthofl, and George Schantz. 

Water—-Luther Peters, Frederick Withoft, Charles W. Brown, George 
Neder, and Id. R. Stilwell. 

Municipal Matters—F rank Conover, John Hanitch, Charles D. Iddings, 
J. A. Weed, and G. C. Wise. 

At that time there were three hundred and thirty-six members of the. 
association. ‘The executive committee was entrusted with the question of 
securing rooms for the meetings of the board, and a special committee was 
appointed to prepare a code of by-laws. Jtooms were secured at Number 
8 North Main Street, and the first meeting held therein was on June 7th. 


At this time appropriate resolutions were adopted regarding the death of 


i. F. Stoddard, and Houston Lowe was appointed to the vacancy caused 
by his death. The regular quarterly meeting was held June 13, we at 
which time there had been paid of the membership fees, nearly $4,000. 
Four of the National’ Banks had joined the association, and the rooms 
then occupied by the Public Library were rented by the board. 

The officers of the board for 1887 were as follows: HH. H. Weakley, 
president; H. b. Pruden, first vice-president; .A...A. Winters, second 
vice-president; Hi. PD. Matthews, secretary, and Walter A. King, treasurer. 

The oticers for 1888 were the same as for 1887. 

Lhe officers for 1889 are the following: A.A. Winters, president: 
IY. B. Pruden, first vice-president; A. C. Marshall, second vice-president; 
oie ieee secretary; A. S. Estabrook, treasurer, and Rice 
I’, Cellarius, superintendent. The superintendent takes the place of the 
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MERCANTILE AND COMMERCIAL. B01 








nanager, according to a new eode of by-laws adopted February 11, 
1889. . : 

Following are the standing committees for the year 1889. : 

Ireculive Fons ice—H.. ll. Weakley, A.C. Marshall, S.J. Patterson, 
AL. Bauman, W. E. Crume; WH. R)Groneweg, EH. b. Pruden 

Municinal Affairs--Rk. I. Cummin, W. D. MeKemy, A. . Nixon, 
BE Po Mathews, A. Co Marshall) HT. Laubachy-Ge N. He ree. 

Finance and ce ee oa M. Thresher, R. C. Schenck, Jr., James 
Turner, W. D. Bickbam, J. O. Shoup, O. B. Brown, Albert Beebe. 

Railroads and Pribradion “Geant . Huffman, Walter W. Smith,. 
Cyrus V. Osborn, Joseph Rk. Gebhart, C. . . Herneding, Dias. Soxtrinn 
B. F. Hargrave. 

Manufacturers--G. N. Bierce, A. - Simonds, Frank J. Patterson, 
W. Py Callahan; Adany Schawtz; Ty BiPruden, John F. Ohmer: 

Mercantile Interests-—J. K. MeI Baie Walter Worman, Houston Lowe, 
pamuel Weller, DeWitt ©. ee Wenry Lessner, H.C. Kiefaber. 

Fuel and Light—\L. E. Mead, O. I. Gunekel, J. E. Boyer, Millington 
Kemper, H. E. Parrott, ey dle Whelan, Charles I. Wilhams. 

Health and Sanitary Affairs-—Dr. J. EB. Lowes, Ira’ Crawford, J. J. 
Rossell, John A. Mayer, 1. ©. Baird, Otto Weust hoe Philip E. Gilbert. 

The objects of the board of trade, as set forth in its recently adopted 
constitution, are to encourage integrity and fairness in business; to 
discover and correct abuses; to establish and maintain uniformity in * 
eomimercial” usages;* to collect, preserve, and ‘circulate 'statisties ’ and 
information regarding business; to prevent or adjust controversies that 
may arise between persons engaged in trade, and generally to advance 
the commercial and material interests of the city of Dayton. 

In furtherance of these objects the board, in the spring of 1889 
found it necessary to undertake to secure the erection of a new union 
depot. The first meeting at which this subject was discussed was held 
Niorehirad, ESO Whe: ohians series of resolutions, adopted at that 


? 


meeting, abundantly set forth the views of the board of trade and of 


the citizens of Dayton on the subject 

“Wrhu»nreas, The passenger depot facilities of the city of Dayton are 
inadequate for the transaction of its business, and for the convenicnee and 
safety of the public, to an extent which does not exist in any other city 
of the country in proportion to population and the number of railroads 


using the said depot, and the business transacted; and, . 
A — 4 


“WurEreas, Phe citizens of Dayton have protested against this injus- 
lice for many years without any other result than sceuring promises from 


the railroad companies to speedily erect a suitable building with proper 
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approaches and commensurate in all respects with the city’s just i “nds, 
which promises have not been fulfilled; and, 

«WuerrEas, The competing roads for the business of the city assert 
their desire and readiness to join in the erection of a new depot, with the 
single exception of the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis 
Railroad Company, and have attended the joint conferences called for the 
purpose, but without action being taken on account of the representative 
of the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis Company having 
failed to attend the meeting as appointed; aud, 

«Whereas, We believe that the cooperation ofthe said Cleveland, 
ee Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railroad Company, and an effort on 

s part in proportion to its interests in the business of the city, would 
secure the erection es a new station during the coming summer; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to advise the proper 
representatives of the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis 
Railroad, and connecting lines, the White Line, the Merchants’ Dispatch, 
and the American Express Conan that the business and traveling 
public hold the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati and Indianapolis Iail- 
road Company responsible for the continued disregard of the rights and 
interests of our people. 

“Resolved, That said committee be reque sted to report the results of 
its correspondence with said company at the regular meeting of the 


board or trade, to be held April 1, £389, together with such ree ommend: ewe 


7 


tions on the subject of continued Popo ge of this company and its 
associate interests, as it may deem proper.” | 

The committee appointed to carry out the instructions contained in 
these resolutions was as follows: A.C. Marshall, George P. Huffman, 
and Hl. H. Weakley. This committee desiring to be indorsed by a strong 
representation of the city’s business, secured the active support of 
the leading business men and firms of the city. Thus sustained, the 
committee communicated with General-Superintendent Beach, of the 


‘Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railroad Company, 


and the result has been several meetings of the board of trade, and the 
{inal subinission of plans and specifications for the raising of the railroad 
tracks and the erection of a new union depot building, the prospect 
bemg that in the near future an agreement will be arrived at, which 
will be satisfactory to all concerned, and a building erected which will 


be not only a convenience, but an ornament to the city. 
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